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in obscurity. No effort to check her for-
wardness would have prevented her bursting
early into public notice ; for though horrid
in her aspect, and frank in bestowing her
loathsome favours upon all who unluckily
approached her, yet she would have inflamed
and killed more victims than the most fasci-
nating and cruel beauty, |

Had then so terrible a deity flourished at
the period that is pretended, Bacchus, Se-
sostris, or at least Alexander must have
become acquaintied with her. Their armies
would have felt her power ; even merchants,
though intent on gain, could not have over-
looked her dimples, and must have carried
the indelible impression into Europe. But
no such events occurred ; a decisive proof,
that the Goddess of spots, whoever she was,
was of a much gentler nature.,
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The classical writers are universally
silent on this=subject; but in later times,
when Pethox Parvus had actually ap-
peared, some of their imitators asserted,
that he sprang from the Eumenides.
This pedantic conceit was little regarded ;
as the snakes of the Furies, and the
bolts of Cupid, had long lost their ter-
rors; the Muses were then entirely neg-
lected; Venus was forced to hide her
charms- under ground ; and the Graces had
been tossed into the Tiber. Hercules, Mars,
even Jupiter himself had fled with affright ;
and Mahomet usurped Olympus. Thus, al-
though Homer boldly thundered convic-
tion, and Ovid sweetly insinuated the be-
lief of Pagan genealogies, the collegiate
parentage of Pethox Parvus, feebly chanted
by the minor poets, never inspired faith.
I am, however, accidentally enabled to
establish his real origin, which Rhases the



B
Persian was prebably not ignorant of : yet,
mn a treatise which he wrote, he disguises
his. knowledge by a delusive theory ; being
unwilling to signify. that this merciless de-
mon sprang up among true Mussulmen,
the prime favourites of Heaven. The truth
1s'however hinted at by this author in an
Arabian manuseript in the library of the
university of Leyden, and fully unfolded in
an ancient work lately discovered by the
French Scavans at Grand Cairo*. It is
there stated, that in the eighth yeﬁr of the
Hegira, an old Arab gained his livelihood
at Medina by healing horses’ and eamels’
heofs when cracked or festered by travel-
ling through the sandy desart. = This man
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~* Information concerning this curious manuseript
was given to Lord Hutchinson by an old Aumout ; his
Lordship seized it, and sent it to London, where it is
at presc.ut buried, together with the other Egyptian
antit]nities,-in the British Museum,
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the caravans, and ravaged India and China.
Turning to the south, he quickly reached -
the hidden sources of the Nile, and tra-
velled without opposition through the most
mterior parts of Africa. He found more
resistance in advancing to the north; but
at length he forced his way, and the Tartar
trembles at his name.

Westward the Europeans, roused by
Peter the Hermit, madly ventured to meet
him. When too late they repented their
fanatical zeal: for he not only aided the
Saracens to bury their hosts in the Holy
Land, but followed the miserable sur-
vivors to Europe, where he still dwells
griumphant. And no sooner was Ame-
rica - discovered, than Pethox Parvus
was wafted across the Atlantic: he there
contributed largely, with the fire-arms
and blood-hounds of the ruthless Spa-
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niards, to exterminate the tawny na-

tives.

But 2 more loathsome Fiend was there
met with; who secretly poisoned the con-
querors, when revelling in pleasure: the
venom penetrated to their marrow ; it was
conveyed to their innocent homes, and am-
ply avenged the wrongs of the New World.
The race of man continues, it is true,
though assailed by these destructive pests ;
but the vital tree has never flourished in
full perfection, since its blossoms and

fruits were so frequently withered and
blighted.

Fortunately, it was observed, that the
American demon, like the lion of old le-
gends, respected the chaste. Holy men
living in rigid celibacy, and maidens scorn-

ing guilty love, were safe from his fury.
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was born on the banks of the Severn; and
in his youth was instructed by a sage from
the north *, who explained to him many
of the hidden arcana of nature, and cleared
his intellectual eye from those gross films,
which obstruct the vision of less favoured
mortals.

Being thus enabled to investigate the qua-
lities of the elements, and to render them
obedient to his power, he formed a Sylph,
armed with a slender dagger, whose bright
point was dipt in a transparent quintessence

* The penetrating sagacity of John Hunter distin-
guished Edipus among his pupils; he invited him to
reside in his house, and become his companion in philo-
sophical pursuits. But the love of rural scenes and ealm
contemplation induced this singular youth to decline se
tempting an offer, and fixed him in that spot where he
happily found the materials for his genius to work

upon.
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