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V1

It would be anticipating the arguments in the
succeeding pages, to enlarge upon the merits of
the Jennerian practice ; it may however be proper

to observe, that the first debate occurred upon the

Report of the Committee of the House of Com-
mons respecting this discovery, and a motion made
in June, 1802, to reward the author of it, and not-
withstanding the weight of evidence adduced to
that Committee, a mere accident occasioned the
very inadequate grant to Dr. JenNer at that
time.* B

The subsequent experience of four years, having
‘more fully evinced the value and importance of
‘this discovery, the Government, with a latdable
‘anxiety for the public welfare, thought it worthy
of their attention : and, with a view to ensure its
‘more general circulation here, as well as to lay the
foundation of a further reward to the author of it,
Lord HeEnrY PerTY, then Chancellor of the
Exchequer, moved a new enquiry, through the
medium of the Royal College of Physicians, into
the efficacy of the practice, and the progress which:
it had made.

* See page 131 (Mr, Furrer).
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Thus far this nation has retrieved its character
for liberality ; but it should be remembered that
the further remuneration of Dr. JenNER, Was not
the sole motive for submitting a new enquiry to
the Royal College of Physicians. The ostensible
object ot Lord Hexry Perty in proposing this
measure, when in a high official station was, to
ascertain the causes which had retarded the pro-

. gress of Vaccination amongst us, while in other
countries it had been universally received ; and to
adopt measures for encouraging the practice in’

~ Great Britain.

The Royal College, sensible of the important
nature of their trust, have in their very able
Répnrt, fully adverted to these several points; and
having borne the most .ample testimony to the
merit of the Jennerian discovery, resulting from
the great mass of evidence in its favour, brought

. before them, the College strongly recommend the
;;.pract-ice of Vaccination: and after justly exposing
the “ gross ignorance,”” and ¢ wilful misrepresen-
tation’’ of those through whose artful endeavours
the progress of this blessing has been retarded,
particularly among the lower classes, they make
the following important observation : ¢¢To inform
and instruct the public mind may do much, and it
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x

In taking this Report into consideration, the
Legislature, with a dignified generosity, have, pre-
viously to their giving this invaluable instrument of
safety any formal direction, granted a further re-
ward to the discoverer. But it is humbly sub~
mitted that they have yet more momentous duties,
arising out of this Report, to perform.

When the united voice of the most learned me-
dical body in the kingdom, acting under the ex-
press command of His Majesty, and the House of
Commons, fully sanctions the preventive of a
mortal and highly contagious disease; advises the
general encouragement of that preventive, and
suggests the expediency of no longer permitting
the unlimited and fatal intercourse with persons who
force that disease upon others ; itis earnestly to be
hoped' that the Senate will, ““in their wisdom,”
manifest a just regard to the safety, as well as the
interests of thf}'*'cnmmunity, by taking measures
in conformity with these suggestions of the Royal
College ; especially as their interference upon this
subject was hardly ever more necessary.

By the bills of mortality it appears, that no less
than One Thousand Two Hundred and Ninety-seven
Persons have fallen victims to the Small-pox, in













Xiv
refuse Vaccination there altogether, than thus daily
to send forth this scourge of the human race hand
in hand with the preventive: especially as some who
80 to be vaccinated, have been known by means of
the contagion abounding in the variolated atmos-

phere of the hospital, to take the natural disease,
and many have probably thus fallen victims to ii.

It is also said, that the poor require this sort of
Inoculation to protect their children, and it would
be hard to deprive them of it. Here again the case
of the yellow fever or the plague might be put. Bur
the conduct of this very hospital some years since, is
the best answer to that objection ; for it is remark-
able that, in 1803, during the ;imc when the late Dr.
Woodville was physician, and in the early period
of the practice of Vaccination, it appears by their
| Reports that, in six months ending in June, in that
year (including the spring, when the poor generally
resort more for inoculation) only TEN patients were
inoculated for the Small-pox, and several hundreds
were vaccinated in the same time. This induced the
Managers in the same Report to announce to the
Public, that the “ Variolous Inoculation might be
¢ considered as generally superseded, by the sub-
« stitution of the Vaccine Inoculation.” Here was
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Xvi

- penal enactments, for preventing the spread of the
Plague and contagious Fever*, would object to
receive Parliamentary restrictions on this homicidal
practice of disseminating a distemper more fatal and
loathsome than either.

After the hoble and disinterested conduct of a
very large proportion of the medical profession,
it is not too much 1o expect that they would ge-
nerally concur in legislative provisions on this
subject, by which they would be relieved from the
solicitations of prejudiced and mistaken parents,
to inflict a dangerous disease upon their infants.

Indeed, in some of the principal towns in the
kingdom,. the Medical Practitioners have already
united in forming resolutions not to inoculate this
murderous distemper, and it would do the greatest
credit to their enlightened brethren in the Metro-

polis, to associate for a similar purpose.

* See 2 James I. c. 31, and the important Act of 45th
Geo. IIId. c. 10, which applies to all contagious diseases ex-
isting in foreign parts, Tt is remarkable too, that while we are
cavilling for the privileges of destroying each other by infection,
the Republican Americans are in some of their States, under
the severest restrictions, for preventing the Contagion of Small-

- Pox.
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against it. ~ This conduct, which certainly may
appear rather to bear hard upon the Petitioner,
has proved a matter of fresh triumph to him: for
although we descended to sift out information from
every anonymous letter; though we raked the
very kennels for information against this practice—
all that we were enabled to get, is pointed out at
full length in the Report: and such were the ex-
planations on those very cases—such were the tes-
timonies against that evidence—that if Dr. Jenner’s
discovery could receive additional lustre from this
sort of inquiry, it certainly has done so. Upon
the beneficial effects of this discovery, I hardly
wifh to trouble the Committee, as I am certain, if
the Report, which contains the scientific opinion
of the first medical men in this country, does not
satisfy the House, the united opinion of all the
world, the homage of Europe, which has been
paid to the discoverer of this blessing, will have its
due weight on the minds of his countrymen, who,
though slow to believe, are ever willing when con-
vinced, to reward with liberality. I cannet, how-
ever, but étate some advantages which strike me
in a great national point of view, which, in peace
as well as in war, this discovery has brought forth,

The labourer is not only enabled, during its pro-

gress, to perform his daily task without depriving
his family of his earnings, or burdening his parish
for support, but it is in proof also before us, that
it has contributed to the exertions of our navy and
army; as the mildness of its progress is such,. that
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those valuable individuals, our soldiers and sailors,
have been able to do their duty with the disease
upon them, in the midst of one of the most glo-
rious but fatiguing campaigns that ever was under-
taken. With respect to the immediate motion of
this day, I certainly shall say something; as, al-
though the Report states the actual loss Dr. Jenner
has sustained, yet other particulars, which bear
very hard upon him, are not inserted. It is not
merely giving up his practice in the country, which
has been proved to have been very lucrative; it is
not the loss of that fortune, which the best autho-
rities have stated he might have gained to a cer-
tainty, if he had kept it a secret: but it is the
actual expenses which he daily incurs, by having
promulgated this inestimable blessing, which I
really think the hardest part of the case; for ihe
very postage of the letters, both fereign and do-
mestic, amecunting frequently to ten, twenty, and
twenty-five shillings a day, is really such a sum in
itself, as no fortune would like to bear; an ex-
pense which cannot be repaid, and which his
own generous and benevolent intentions were the
cause of,

“ As to the remuneration which ought to be
given in this case, I hardly know how to appre-
ciate it. I have precedents in my hand, which
state various rewards that have been given to inge-
nious men, which I shall now read. [Paper read.]
This last vote is only half of the sum constantly
voted for the discovery of the longitude, which in

3
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every point of view I certainly shall rejoice in, and.
gladly see the reward for it bestowed, although
we circumnavigate the globe very well without it.
But great as that discovery is, I really cannot look
upon it in any view to be compared with this of
Dr. Jenner’s, which is unquestionably the greatest.
discovery .for the preservation of the human spe-
cies ever made. It is proved, that in these united
kingdoms alone, 45,000 persons die annually of
the small-pox. Are the exertions of that man who
_puts a stop to this mortality not to be rated higher
than the discovery of the longitude, by which not,
a single life is saved? The number saved here is
40,000 ; but throughout the world what is it? Not,
a second is struck by the hand of time, but a vig-
tim is sacrificed at the altar of that most horrible
of all disorders, the small-pox. I will put it in
another point of view—suppose it was proposed in
this House, to reward any man who saved the life
of a fellow-creature with ten shillings : I should be
laughed at for the smallness of the sum ; but small
as it i3, I should be contented with it; for if the
statement of 40,000 deaths be true, and this dis-
covery prevents it, Dr. Jenner would be entitled to
#£90,000 per annum. I shall therefore move, that
a sum not less than #£10,000 be granted; but
when I do this, I declare I do not think it sufficient.
But although, as an admirer of Dr. Jenner, and
perhaps a personal friend, I cannot forget that I am
acting for the public—if the House should think
it right to adopt any larger sum, I shall hold myself
free to vote for it,”
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Sir Henry MiupmAy said, he did not thiik
the sum proposed was by any means adequate.
There was ample testimony from every quarter, of
the benefit arising from the discovery of Dr. Jenner,
who, as soon as he made it, did not keep it locked
up in his own breast, but liberally imparted it to
the world. Dr. Jenner might, if he had kept it
a secret, have made #£100,000 by it, as well as
any smaller sum; but he had explained the whole to
the world in the clearest manner, and given every
information upon the subject that was in his power.
He concluded by moving to insert the sum of
#£20,000 instead of 5£10,000.

This amendment having been put from the chair,

Mr. Bankes said, there was a paramount duty
vested in that House, as the guardians of the pub-
lic purse, which it behoved them to attend to.
As far as he had looked into precedents relative to
the present case, they resolved themselves into two
divisions : the one case was, where the discovery
was made a matter of public notoriety, and the
other where it remained a secret, and became the
subject of a bargain between the public and the
inventor, for the purpose of buying the secret.
Of the latter there were many instances, and the
House should remember how often it had been led
away by the fashionable rumour of the day, or
other circumstances, to bestow sums in this way,
which they might now wish te be recalled. One
of these instances was the grant of £3000 to Mrs.
Stevens, for a solvent of the stone, which had been
found to be inefficacious. There were also severak

A4
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in this case beyond estimation; it went to the com-
plete eradication of that dreadful disorder the small-
pox, as it stopped the propagation of it, and, in
facf, did more by stopping the propagation than by
saving individuals.—The next question was, whe-
ther this was an invention that paid itself; for if
s0, the inventor could have no claim for a public
reward. Here, however, this was not the fact;
and it was here that the practice of this discovery
would be confined to the faculty; but it was not
likely, as supposed by his Hon. I'riend, to be con-
fined to Dr. Jenner, as it was capable of being ap-
plied by every medical man. This was not the
case with the Suttons, the inventors of the small-
pox inoculation, with whom the secret remained a
long time before it became generally known. It
might be said there was still another consideration
that might be alleged, that the inventor having
made the discovery could not conceal it; but here,
though it might have been difficult to conceal it
entirely, yet it might have been so far concealed
that it could not have been applied by others, and
therefore there was a merit in Dr. Jenner in not
concealing it. 'With all these claims, he had no
hesitation in saying, that the discovery was one
which was entitled to reward, and that a reward
ought to be given, not only for the sake of this,
but to induce persons to turn their minds towards
discovery, and to encourage others, when they had:
made any useful discovery, not to conceal it, but
to impart it as speedily as possible to the public.
With respect to the sum proposed; he thought i
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atself, and the individual who discovered it, would
be still better known to the world at large by this
vote. He would ask whether any Member of the
Committee doubted that Dr. Jenner’s practice as a
physician would not be extended by a vote of
£10,000 to him by this Committee? Most un-
- doubtedly that practice would be greatly extended
by that vote, as well as by this discussion. If he
were called upon to say what remuneration was to
be given to Dr. Jenner, and that he was to be go-
verned in the amount by the value of the discovery,
he really did not know the sum, because the value
of the discovery was above all calculation; but that
was not the principle on which the Committee pro-
fessed to proceed, or on which it was practicable
to proceed; the advantages being boundless:
whereas the remuneration must of necessity have
its limits; and then the question would be, what,
under all circumstances, was a reasonable remune-
ration to the author of this discovery —The dif-
ference between £10,000 and £20,000 was not
the standard by which the Committee judged of the
merit of Dr. Jenner; but the question upon the
sum was one which had a reference to the duty
which the Committee had to perform to the pub-
lic. He admitted, indeed, with the Right Hon.
Gentleman opposite to him (Mr. Windhkam), that
the House of Commons were not guardians merely
of the public purse, bur they were guardians also
of the interests of the public, and certainly, as such,
would do well to encourage inventions for the pre-
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he was rather pursuing the sense he had of his
public duty, than his own feelings; were he to give
way to his feelings, he might assent to any sum!é
but that was not the course to be followed by mcﬁ% :
in the discharge of their public duty. He had, how-
ever, the satisfaction to reflect, that this discussion

for ever, and also that the comfort of his family
would be amply provided for in his extended prac~
tice, by means of the sanction of that Héuse.

that this discovery conferred so many benefits on
mankind, he hoped he would have concluded by
concurring with the Amendment. The import-"
ance of the discovery no one could doubt; some
difficulty might indeed be made with regard to the
extent of the remuneration. We should not in |
this be too much guided by a view to the expenses. |
incurred, lest we should run the risk of rather |
giving an indemnification than a reward. He had E
heard no good reason given for limiting the sum_ |
to £10,000. He conceived there was no fear -‘_,!

of its becoming a dangerous precedent, as such:
discoveries were not made every day. The Right
Hon. Gentleman had said, that Dr. Jenner would {:I
find a reward in his own conscious benevcfience.é-
This, indeed, might afford much gl':?tiiiir.‘:'rltlnn t0

him; but it ill became the House to diminish their
reward, because his merit was of such a nature a@%
to yield gratification to benevolent feelings. As |
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covery of an eminent and mofl celebrated phy-
sician, who for thirty years has devoted his whole
mind and attention to promote its salutary effects
amongst mankind. The knowledge of this im-
portant subject first commenced in the year
1777. So ecarly did it strike Dr. JENNER, a
name which has become well known amongst
all the nations in Europe, and indeed throughout
the whole world. That gentleman, by devoting
the whole of his time, attention, and labours, to
this subject, has, by a slow and gradual progress,
brought the practice of his valuable discovery into
very great reputation. It was, however, in the
year 1796 when he first thought of extending its
benefits by inoculation. * To that illustrious cha-
racter, therefore, we are entitled te ascribe cur
being likely to get rid of the Small-pox, one of .
the most dangerous calamities that mankind has
ever been afflicted with. In the year 1798 Dr.
Jenner having ascertained its advantages by suf-
ficient experiments, it was extended, and soon after
submitted, to the confideration of this House, and
under its sanction, and chiefly owing to 1ts pa-
tronage, it was established throughout England.
In the year 1799 this discovery made its way
over the whole continent of America, and even
amongst the Indians, it has been practised with
a degree of success fully answering the most san-
guine expectations of him who at first suggested it.
In 1800 it was adopted upon the Continent,
and under the auspices of our commander I
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have been upwards of 800,000 persons moculated
in the space of a single year :—And whilst in the
empire of China, too, its intraduction has become
general, and it has been regularly successful in its
effects in every part of the globe :—1 am sorry,
extremely hurt, indeed, to observe, that in this
country alone, 1 which the discovery has origi-
nated, the salutary practice of Vaccine Inoculation
has been of late years undergoing a retrogade
movement. What then has been the real cause of
this melancholy circumstance? Objections certainly
have been started, and the promulgation of them
in the manner in which they have been circulated
throughout the kingdom, has no doubt had the
effect of arresting very considerably the progress
of Vaccination, and of spreading abroad the ori-
ginal malady of Small-pox, thereby increasing the
number of its vicums. I observe, in the city of
London, in the year 1802, the average number of
deaths, for six years, was 1811, but the eftects of
the Vaccine Inoculation, at first, went consider-
ably to reduce that number, and in 1804 it wus
only 629, being about one-third of the average
pumber of individuals who had perished by the
Small-pox, for six years preceding the introduction
of Vaccination. (A loud cry of hear!) In con-
sequence of, the numerous prejudices which have
been excited, and the opinions that have been cir-
culated, adverse to Vaccination, the original prac-
tice of inoculating for the Small-pox has been gra-
dually renewed, and its progress extended ; and
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think it proper to submit a plan by which this
House shall become possessed of a mass of evi-
dence as to the real merits of this discovery; which
will prove highly satisfactory both to ourselves
and to the public at large. This measure I pro-
pose to effect by the House voting an address to
his Majesty, praying ¢ that his Royal College of
Physicians shall be requested to enquire into the
progress of Vaccine Inoculation, and to assign the
causes of its success having been retarded through-
out the united kingdom, in order that their report
may be made to this House of Parliament, and
that we may take the most proper means of pub-
Jithing it to the nation at large.” If the result of
such proposed inquiry turn out (as I am strongly
disposed to think it will) a corroboration of the
beneficial effects which other nations seem con-
vinced are derived from Vaccine Inoculation, it
will satisfy the people of this country of the many
evils which arise from the rapid progress of the
other fatal species of disorder. It will prove to
them that the bad effeéts which have been ascribed
to Vaccination have been dreadfully exaggerated;
and that the temporary duration of its benefits, in
a few cases, has been awing to some kind of mis-
management. If such shall be the result of the
proposed inquiry, I have no hesitation in saying
that it ought afterwards to be for this House ta
consider whether or not any reward has been be-
stowed upon the original discoverer of Vaccine

Inoculation, which is in any degree adequate tQ
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brated discoverer himself, yet I received the ac-
counts of its success with a certain degree of cau-
“tion. I then thought that it might be attended
with considerable hazard to society were we to
give up practising a mode, the good effects of
which had been already fully experienced, in order
- to adopt one which might be uncertain, precarious,
and dangerous in its consequences. Under these
impressions, Sir, I attended with assiduity to the
progress of this new practice as it advanced, and
the result has been, that my mind has now re-
ceived the fullest conviction of the vast superiority
of the Vaccine Inoculation over that of the Small-
pox Inoculation. It may be right that I should, on
an occasion like the present, submit to your no-
tice a few of the most striking circumstances
which have occurred to me as to the effects of
the original mode of Inoculation for the Small-
pox. In the first place, in many cases, where the
disorder takes a bad turn, not only will deformities
arise upon the human countenance, but death it-
self, in its most awful form, often ensues. In
the second place, however beneficial this origi-
nal mode of prevention may be to individuals,
it is well known that it forms a magazine of the
most dreadful evils, and that contagion, with all
its baneful effects, usually follows. A reference
to the bills of mortality will prove this assertion,
and show to demonstration, that the number of
deaths have been greatly encreased since the first

discovery of the Small-pox Inoculation, In the
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the consideration of the House. It may bé re-
membered, that some time ago, a certificate had
been made out and signed by a most respectable
body of medical gentlemen, as to the propriety
and efficacy of Vaccine Inoculation. 1 believe that
- every medical name, of any celebrity, in the city
of London and its environs, was attached to that
certificate, and, therefore, so far as the effect of
such a2 mode of procedure, as.relates to medical
men, could go, it has already been tried. Un-
doubtedly there have been various rumours cir-
culated, and arguments raised against the practice
of inoculation for the Cow-pox, and every one has
heard of some individual instances of failure, and
it has unfortunately happened, that many of these
failures have originated through the imprudent
- management even of its best friends. Many per-
sons have taken upon them to give this disorder,
without any study, relying upon the bare descrip-
tion they had received of it, believing this to be
sufficient to enable any individual to pronounce
upon its real character, and to practise it with suc-
cess and the urmost safety. This, I believe, has
been carried too far, and consequently there have
been instances in which persons have beén ino-
culated with the vaccine matter, who have had
no true disease ; hence some have had the natu-
ral, and others the inoculated Small-pox, at some
distance of time after such imperfect opération.
To this kind of mismanagement ‘I am  inclined
to attribute the foundation of the various pub-
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lications which have tended to retard the pro-
gress of this valuable and important discovery.
What I conceive as a preferable, and more prac-
ticable course of procedure, in regard to the ob-
ject which the Noble Lord has in view, would
be, that a Committee of the House of Commons,
and another of the House of Lords, should be
appointed to enquire into the actual state of the
disease, and to receive evidence as to its progress
and effects. When the last measure was adopt-
ed by the House of Commons, upon this same
subject, various cases were brought forward by
persons who said that the practice of inoculation
amounted to a failure; such cases were heard by
the Committee with the greatest impartiality, yet
we all know how favourable their uliimate report
to the House was as to its success. Upon these
grounds I cannot help thinking that another Re-
port of a similar nature with the former, being
presented to the House, would be attended with
much greater advantages than merely a Report or
Certificate, from the College of Physicians, and
would be much more congenial to the inclinations
and feelings of the people of this country. The one
might be considered as being biassed by prejudice,
but the other universally, as acting with the greatest
impartiality for the gencral good of the nation.
Although 1 agree with the Noble Lord, that
compulsory measures, in such cases, ought care-
fully to be avoided, if possible: at T.hl:: same  time
1 think there is another method which may be
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adopted with absolute justice and propriety, Al-
‘though we cannot force -people to inoculate with
the vaccine matter, in preference to that of the
Small-pox, yet we may impose certain rules, or
restrictions, on those who do put the latter prac-
tice into execution upon their children. This
would contribute greatly to secure the public
against the effects of contagion, in the same man-
ner as is done in the case of the plague. The
laws of quarantine have continued long to be.
enforced, and have been found to be attended
with infinite advantage. These may be deemed
a constraint upon the public, but having proved
so beneficial, why not impose the same controul
over mankind in other cases where communications
with the diseased may be attended with dangerous
consequences? Now we know, Sir, that the Small-
pox has been found by long and fatal experience,
to be nearly a kind of plague, so that great advan-
tage would arise to society were we to prohibit
persons who do not vaccinate their children, from -
allowing them, when labouring under the Small-
pox, to go out amongst others who have hitherto
escaped its dreadful consequences. This is a sort
of justice, which I conceive Parliament owes ta the
country, and a benefit, which would, by our exam-
ple being followed, even extend itself to other ¢oun-
tries. The present permission of variolated pa-
tients going abroad amongst society is not produc-
tive of any advantages, either to the children them-
selves, or their parents. If we found tlyat the
C
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Committee to procure the evidence adduced be.
fore themselves, I am convinced would be much
better relished by the country than the mode pro-
posed by the present motion of leaving that Com-
mittee to form this judgment upon the previous
Report of the College of Physicians. The same
species of evidence would still be open to them,
and they would no doubt be inclined to view the
whole through an impartial medium; their minds
being previously quite unbiassed upon the subject,
would only be susceptible of changes by the evi-
dence before them.”

Mr. SecreTARY WiNpHAM.— ¢ The only
~point, Sir, in which it appears to me, that we
differ in opinion, as to the subject under our con-
sideration, is, as to the mode that ought to be
pursued in effecting the object we have in view.
Upon this point I must say, that I am rather
inclined to give the preference to the plan which
has been suggested by my Noble Friend, who
brought forward this motion. The proposition
which has been just now made by the Hon. Gentle-
man on the opposite side, seems to be merely a
commutation of that which has been suggested by
the Noble Lord near me. The whole difference
turns upon the question of substituting the Report
of a Committee of this House for that of the Col-
lege of Physicians. The Hon. Member scems to
think, that an investigation and report, proceed-
ing from a Committee, would have more weight
and authority with the public, than a report issuing
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from a body of Physicians. In this particular,
however, I must beg leave to differ from him, as
I think 2 Committee of this House would be less
competent to form a correct and sound judgment
upon the subject, than medical men would be.
Their incompetency would be felt and consider-
ed by the public, and consequently an opinion from
them, as to the good or bad effects of the Vaccine
- Inoculation would have much less weight on their
minds. It would not tend to allay their suspicions,
nor administer a guidance for their future conduct.
Far different, however, would be the effect of a
Report proceeding from that learned and re-
spectable body, the Royal College of Physicians,
most formally called upon by Parliament. By the
Noble Lord’s plan, I think the authority and in-
fluence of Parliament would come in just in the
way in which it ought to come. It will add a su-
perior degree of solemnity to our sanction of whag
we deem a most useful and highly beneficial dis-
covery. In the one case the House would be ground-
ing their procedure upon the opinion of a Com-
mittee, founded perhaps upon fallacious principles,
while in the other they will proceed upon the
surest grounds, upon the sentiments and opinions
of men of experience, in a learned profession,
which enables them to judge with superior accu-
racy and acutencss upon subjects connected with
that profession. To Committees of this House
the common adage might be applied, ¢ Ne sutor
wltra crepidam ;” for it is a well-known fact, that

¢ 3
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sary, in order to afford Small-pox Inoculation
(a most valuable discovery) the benefit of an
impartial, a prudent, and an effectual trial. ~ Such
a measure would be attended with this important
advantage too, that the public themselves would
more easily become witnesses of the greater
efficacy of the Vaccine Inoculation, and con-
sequently of its rapid and successful progress
throughout the United Kingdom.

Mr. Banks.—* Sir, it appears ta me that the
mode proposed by the Noble Lord is exceed-
ingly eligible at this late period of the session, in
so far as he wishes to combine the science of
a learned body with the judgment and delibe-
ration of a Committee of the House of Commons,
and that nothing should be determined upon until
both their reports have been conjoined and sub-
mitted to the consideration of the House. If
this motion had been made, however, at an ear-
lier period of the Session, 1 cannot help thinking
that, in a matter of this sort (which is a matter
of fact, and not a question of science), there
could not be a better mode of procedure than
that which has been suggested by my Hon. Friend
near me. Even those the best acquainted with
the matter under discussion cannat pretend to give
an accurate description of the real sources from
which the existing prejudices have arisen, or the
causes from which its want of cultivation and
encouragement have originated. The subject in
which the public are most materially interested,
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tiseit. To this indiscriminate use, therefore, T am
inclined to attribute its failure of success in those
cases which have been urged by its enemies as
. arguments against its introduction. In those coun-
tries where it has been entirely confined to medi-
cal persons, it has been ascertained, that no such
exceptions to its success have ever been started ;
for as I have been informed no such cases of
failure have ever happencd amongst them. The
improvement, or rather addition, which I am in-
clined to suggest to the Noble Lord’s motion,
Is the junction of another learned body, who
~ have been overlooked on this occasion, but who
it would be exceedingly proper, should also be
requested to join in this enquiry. The learned
body to which I allude, Sir, is that of the Royal
College of Surgeons.- 1f we are to enter into a
minute investigation at all, and endeavour to
receive information from men of science as a gene-
ral rule for our conduct, why ought we not to
make that enquiry and research as general and
extensive as possible ? A subject of this kind does
not require us to confine our investigation to Phy-
sicians alone. - Upon that footing, Sir, I shall take
the liberty of suggesting to the Noble Lord, that
a provision should be inserted for the purpose of
referring the question as to the Vaccine Inocula-
tion to the Royal College of Surgeons also. (A
partial cry of hear I)—1I cannot help stating, that I
still persevere in the opinion I formerly entertained,
that if this discovery be of that utility and advan-
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tage, whlch I trust and hope it will prove to be, it
will find its way against all opposition, and that the
learned Doctor, who has been the discoverer of this
great and important secret to mankind, cannot in
such a country as this, fail of obtaining his due re-
ward, by the immense extension of his medical prac-
tice. Add to this, that the learned Doctor, wha
has made this valuable and beneficial discovery, cer-
tainly must also gain a considerable additional
advantage, in consequence of this inquiry now
about to be set on foot, in order to quiet the
fears, and strengthen the conviction of the people,
which leads me to think that Dr. Jenner will
find himsclf well remunerated without any thing

further from Parliament. As to the question of

compulsion which has been touched upon in the
course of this discussion, I can hardly think that
my Hon. Friend near me (Mr. Wilberforce), who
has shewn himself so well acquainted with the
general principles of liberty, upon all occasions,
meant to recommend any compulsory measures,
that would infringe upom that freedom, which
even allows prejuice to work its way. You may
be assured, Sir, that there is a sense in the
people of England, which will not long oppose
eruth ; that even without the aid of Parliament,
without enquiries through the means of Cﬂmmit—
tees, or investigations and reports made out by
a College of Physicians, prejudice will at last
disappear, and truth will ulumately prevail.—As
the mode now proposed, however,” will certains
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Noble Lord the propriety of joining the College
of Physicians at Edinburgh in the proposed in-
vestigation.”” (A cry of hear!)

Lorp Henry PeTTY (no one else rising)
concluded the debate.—¢ Sir, I certainly experi-
ence a very great degree of satisfaction in finding
the House so unanimous as to the general object
in view from the motion which I have thought it
incumbent upon me to submit to your considera-
tion, and I think that nothing but the lateness of
the session should prevent us from coming to some |
conclusion upon this important subject. Those
honourable gentlemen, who have spoken upon this
occasion, have distinctly and accurately stated the
object I had in view, comprehended in combining
all the weight of scientific knowledge that could
possibly be obtained. This end, T think, may be
fully accomplished by the inquiry being instituted
by that learned and scientific body, recognized by
the government of this country, under the name
of the Royal College of Physicians, (A loud cry#
of hear!) and by an ulterior reference of their
sentiments to this House through the medium of
our Committee. (A second cry of hear!) I cannot,
however, agree with an honourable gentleman
opposite (Mr. Banks) who has given it as his opi-
nion, that this enquiry will not be one that involves
a question of science, but merely a matter of fact.
(A short cry of hear!) Could that honourable
gentleman really suppose it possible that any Cnﬁm—
mittee of this House can investigate the question
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ters, to resolve with accuracy such medical ques-
tions without the assistance of profeflional men.
(A general cry of hear!) I cannot therefore, en-
tertain a doubt that there are parts of this investi-
gation which may be exceedingly proper for a
Committee, and other parts, fit only for a medical
body. (A loud cry of hear!)

¢ Now, Sir, with respect to anmexing the
College of Surgeons to this enquiry, I hope the
House will do me the justice to think that I have
before considered that point. It was suggested to
~me previously to my coming down to the House, but
it occurred to me, that the enquiry ought rather to
preceed from one centre. I have no doubt, Sir, but
that the Royal College of Physicians in London,
called on by the unanimous vote of this House, will
be looked up to by the public, with that liberality
and those favourable sentiments which are due to
them, and that the College of Physicians, both in
Scotland and in Ireland, will correspond with i,
and also the College of Surgeons will communicate
to that learned body every information in their
power. (A general cry of hear!) Thus will the
opinions of all the learned and scientific mnen in
the three kingdoms be combined, and, together
with the learning -and discernment of the Com-
mittee, be comprised in the Report to be sub-
mitted to this House. (A loud and unceasing
cry of hear!) We shall then, availing ourselves of
such an accumulated weight of information and
evidence, lay the whole matter before the public,
in order to remove their prejudices or confirm their
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doubts. Such, Sir, is the mode which appears to
me to be the most eligible on this occasion ; and I
trust the House will have no hesitation in agreeing
unanimously with the motion which I'have this day
submitted to them. Before concluding, I cannot
help taking notice of one other particular, which has
been touched upon in the course of this discussion.
It related to the remuneratien which had been
already granted by Parliament to Dr. Jennre, to
whom the world owes this invaluable discovery.
(A loud cry of hear!)—As there will certainly be
some ulterior proceedings upon this business, it will
then become matter of future consideration, whe-
ther or nort, the reward, conferred upon that learned
gentleman, was sufficient or inadequate, for those
great services which he has rendered to mankind,
and the great expence he has put himself to in
bringing this subject clearly to light.—If the report
shall be favourable towards the successful practice
of this discovery, as I have no doubt it will be,
(A loud cry of hear!) T shall think it my duty to
contend on a future day, that the remuneration
granted to Dr. Jenner is much more inadequate
than it ought to be—(a general cry of hear!
hear!) On this point, however, there will be
ample room for discussion, it being a case which
touches the pecuniary concerns, of the country,
when it will be the duty of every member to
state what occurs to him upon such a subject, so
t!lat those who seem to imagine that the remunera-
tion aiready conferred is sufficiently ample in every

point of view, will have an opportunity of further
D 2
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too much for him to have now. Nay, I should
really think, that those who thought that sum too
much at that time, would not be of the same
opinion now. . It is therefore my intention to pro-
pose to this Committee, to vote to Dr. JENNER
the remainder of that sum which his friends recom-
mended in this House on the former occasion ; and
I shall do so upon grounds that are perfectly satis-
factory to my mind, as, I trust, they will be to this
Commirttee. I shall propose that the reward to
Dr. JenNER, for his matchless discovery—a dis-
covery so beneficial to the human race, shall
amount, in all, to the sum of &£ 20,000, &£ 10,000
of which was voted to him on a former occasion ;
1 shall therefore now propose, that there be voted
to him the further sum of £10,000. (Hear!
hear! hear!) Now, I am sure, that as to Gentle-
men who have taken the trouble of looking at the
Report of the Royal College of Physicians, and
still more those who have paid great attention to
the subject, and which attention I wish to be the
foundation of their vote this night; to them it
cannot be necessary for me to make one obser-
vation ; nor will it be necessary to make many on
account of others, because the subject is so well,
and so generally known—I say, that those who
have taken a view of the Report will require no
observations from me upon the importance of this
discovery —I take it to be a proposition which,
cannot be contradicted, that the invention of Ino-
ﬁula_ticm for the Small-Pox, in its former modey,
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the Royal College of Surgeons, annexed to that
of the College of Physicians, we shall find that
the number of persons vaccinated, as stated in
letters which are referred to, is 164,381 ; and
the deaths are stated to be three. (Hear! hear!
hear!) Out of 164,381, the deaths have been
only three,* which is at the rate of only one out
of 54,793 ! (Hear! hear! hear!) So that on this
statement of the case, this mode of treatment has
a manifest and immense advantage over the other
modes of treatment of the Small-pox. But that
is not the whole of the subject, nor any thing like
it. In the Appendix to the Report of the College
of Surgeons, the practice appears to have conse-
quences of another kind, and which are also to be
attended to. They have given you the result of
the whole of the cases of Vaccination which had
come to their knowledge; by that account the
numbers stand thus—out of 164,381, the number
of cases in which Small-pox had followed Vacci-
nation is 56. And here the Report remarks,
under this head, that, in enumerating cases in

* It is worthy of remark that these three deaths, which are
stated to have occurred from inflammation in consequence of
Vaccination, are confined to the Returns made to the College
of Surgeons only ; and no other fatal cases are stated to have
happened in the practice of other medical persons and Vaccine
societies, who made returns to the College of Physicians. As
it is understood therefore, that these returns of numbers vac-
cinated amaunted to nearly 500,000, the real propartion of
" deaths in consequence of Vaccination in authenticated cases, 1§
gos above gne in 166,000,
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ciful objection to this discovery, founded on the
doctrine of Mr. MALTHUSs. It has been said, ¢ This
is all very true ; but what advantage is this to the
community at large? Your population may in-
deed increase, by diminishing the number of deaths
among you, but what is that, without increasing
the means of human subsistence.”’—Sir, we have
heard of late, that our population is too much
increased ; I own I am not much affected by that
observation. In the first place, if the assertion
could be proved to be true, ¢ That the increase of
population, unattended by an increase of the means
of subsistence, is of no advantage to the state;”” 1
should answer, that I care not for that declaration ;
for although I should like any practice, generally
speaking, that may be serviceable to the general
interest of the state, yet, I have no difficulty
in declaring, that I like the practices of humanity
better. But, I apprehend, there is no foundation
for that argument (if argument it can be called),
against the encouragement of Vaccination, nor
have we any right to act upon it if it were true;
for I apprehend it to be our duty to preserve
human life wherever we find it; in every case
wherein the individual has not forfeited that life
by the commission of some crime for which the law
has denounced the penalty of death ; that it is our
duty to preserve life, without talking or thinking
of the effect that system may have on the general
interests of a State. And the preservation of
human life includes a care to prevent, as much
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ag possibly we can, those diseases by which that
life is shortened. For my own part I think, that
whatever may be the plausibility of that system of
philosophy by which we are raught that an in-
creased population is an inconvenience to a state,
1 think there is no inconvenience so great as the
inconvenience of constantly opposing the common
feelings, and acting against the common dictates,
of humanity. And I have often heard that the
best riches of a State are the numbers of its inha-
bitants. Such is the view I have of that subject ;
but whether the new doctrine against population
be in itself true or false, I have no difficulty in
asserting, that there is no case made out before
us to fhew, that Doftor JEnNER ought not to be
rewarded by Parliament, with the sum of 20,0001.
for his most useful discovery, as a remunera-
tion for that discovery; extensive as the advan-
tages have been by the use of it for the last eight
years, and which will become infinitely more so
hercafter, when the practice becomes universal ;
which it will do when the prejudices of mankind
have subsided ; for prejudices have always been
the greatest enemies to discoveries, and of all im-
provements which ameliorate the condition of the
human race. The sum now proposed to be voted
to Dr. JENNER, is no more than what his friends
thought a reasonable remuneration to him many
years ago, when the va}lue of money was, certainly,
not less than it is at present. In the vote now pro-
poscd, there does not appear to me to be any thing
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this object, that any one suggestion has been offered
which deserves the name of an improvement of the
practice as originally promulgated by Dr. Jenner.
It appears to have been perfect at the time of its
promulgation. I do not mean to depreciate the
value of the observations with which a number of
learned persons of the medical profession, have en-
riched this subject, or to detract from the merit of a
great variety of experiments which have illustrated
its advantages. I only mean to say, that all that has
been done has been in illustration merely ; no one
conclusion has been formed, as far as my informe
ation extends, which had not in substance at least
been known to this gentleman, and communicated
by him to the public. The process of Vaccination is
now after all that has been said and written on-
the subject, the same as when he first gave it to
the world. Sir, it is with this impression that
this discovery will entitle this gentleman to the
gratitude of mankind to the latest posterity, that
it will form a splendid @ra of the age in which we
live; it is under these considerations that I have
been induced to make this statement to the Com-
mittee, and so feeling, I strangly incline to go far-
ther than this Resolution. We are bound, Sir, as
it seems to me, to take into our view of the question
the situation in which Dr. Jennzr was placed pre-
vious to the successful promulgation of his dis-
covery, and even to calculate an the probable
consequence of its failure. Sir, if he had failed,
his name would have been a bye-word of mockerys;
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but at least we are to recollect that during'the
progress of this invention, . thus judiciously with-
held for a great number of years till it was ma-
tured to perfection, it is almost impossible that he
could have followed the ordinary duties of his
profession ; he must have sacrificed a great portion
of his practice as a physician, so that the time
which he devoted to the discovery of this inesti-
mable remedy, may be said to be time devoted
to the interest of the public, and entirely at his
own risk. It seems to me, therefore, that we
ought to reward this gentleman in such a manner
as to place him in a state of aflluence, I mean
comparative affluence with reference to his rank,
and condition. For these reasons, Sir, I shall
submit to the Committee an amendment of this
Resolution, that instead of £10,000, the sum of
#£20,000 be inserted ; this I propose for the pur-
pose of marking the sense we entertain of the
merit of this gentleman, and to place him in a
situation of independence.—~And if I have ex-
pressed myself with a degree of warmth, I truse
the Committee will impute it to the true cause,
my opinion of the incalculable importance of this
discovery to mankind, and to that alone; for I
never saw Dr. Jenser in my life, and am a
stranger to all his connections, nor did I come
prepared for this occasion into the House; T had
understood that all other subjects were to give
way for. the Poor Bill of my henourable Friend
(Mr, Whitbread) but after what I have seen, and
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time which this learned man must have bestowed
on this important subject before he brought it to
maturity ; during which he must have given up
dlmost, if not entirely, all the emoluments and
advantages of his private practice. The pursuit
of the discovery must have greatly diminished, and
the accomplishment of it almost put an end to, his
private practice. It has drawn him from the situ-
ation in which he was, in the exercise of a liberal
and I dare say, lucrative profession; and I dare
say too, it might be proved that he has, hitherto,
been a loser by this discovery, notwithstanding the
sum which he has already received by the former
vote of this House. And that is one of the very
singular circumstances attendant on this discovery,
for, as the honourable and learned Gentleman
under the gallery has hinted, this differs from al-
most all other discoveries, however important they
may be. In the course of discoveries in general
improvements are made by the author, or by others,
so that the invention becomes as it were, almost
another thing from that which appeared at first
but here, the ivention becomes mature and entire
out of the hands of the discoverer; and that arose
from the singular patience and self-denial of Dr.
Jexner, who was not in a hurry to communicate
to the world, what he had in his own mind ; for
Dr. Jenner had this discovery in his own mind,
and he mentioned it to 4 friend twenty years before
he had brought it into that state in which, to his
own satifaction, he could bring it before the public,
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so as to claim with confidence the approbation of
mankind: He studied the subject with care and
diligence ; he watched the progress of it with care
and attention; and by assiduity and unremitting
labour, brought it to perfection. But he had the
prudence and precaution not to shew it to the
world before he had brought it to perfection:
This is another reason why this ingenious and

learned man should now be more liberally rewarded
than if he had acted otherwise. If he had brought
forward this invention sooner, it would have been
liable to all those circumstances and accidents which
occasion the failure of many undertakings which
are cxhibited prematurely. If he had offered it to
the public while it was imperfect in his own mind,
some mistakes might have arisen in the execution
of it, and it might have become doubtful whether
it was beneficial or not; and, perhaps, might have
been rejected altogether. I am of opinion there-
fore, that you ought to reward this gentleman not
only for the discovery itself, but also for having,
for a long course of years, studied this subject;
and because, although he had succeeded in making
the discovery, he did not offer it to the public
before he was sure it was perfect; and it ought
to be remembered also, that when Dr. Jexnez
first ‘came to London, and when he was making
this discovery throughout the world, he was emis
~ment in the medical profession, and if he had
chosen to have made this invention the means of
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times? And now that [ am up, T would take
notice of a matter alluded to by Gentlemen on both
sides of the House, namely, the propriety of our
taking a course which shall mark the sense we
entertain of this invention, and to cause our opi-
nion in its favour to be circulated in the most
extended manner, to which I most readily sub-
scribe ; I think that too much pains cannot possibly

be taken to diffuse our opinion of the merits of

this invention, which is indeed invaluable. And
here I would take the opportunity which is now
afforded me, of stating, that the right honourable
Gentleman who so ably, and to the advantage of us
.all, as well as most honourably to himself, fills the
chair of this House, directed that the circulation of
the printed Report of the Physicians and the
Surgeons upon this subject, should not be confined
to the usual number of 750 copies. That right
honourable Gentleman, in the exercise of that
discretion which he possesses, and of which he
makes so judicious a use, ordered that more than
double the usual number of printed copies circu-
lated under the order of this House, should be
distributed in this case, for the general diffusion of

the information which the Report contained, and -
that the discovery might be circulated very widely

under the sanction 2nd authority. of this House,
a course which has been exwemely useful to the
public. He directed 200 copics to the College
of Physicians, 200 to the College of Surgeons,
100 to the Sociery of Apothecaries. [Here the
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that every person who would wish to give to Dr.
JENNER 2 reward, would first allow his expenses,
for until that be done, you cannort talk of reward,
Since, then, the general merit of the discovery is
admitted, and you are about to remunerate the in-
ventor, the first thing you ought to do, is, to give
him back the money which he has been out of
pocker in bringing to perfection his discovery ;—
a discovery which has been of so much advantage
to mankind. Having done so, your next consider-
ation will be, what is the amount of the reward
which he should have? Now, if it were not for
the present advanced state of the Session, I should.
like to have an enquiry instituted into the amount
of the expence which Dr. JENNER has been at;
and then I believe it would appear; from indis-
putable evidence, that the sum already voted to
- Dr. Jenner has not reimbursed him the money
he has been out of pocket, in bringing to perfec--
tion this most incalculably valuable discovery ; nor
do I believe he will be reimbursed the money he-
has been out of pocket, unless the larger sum, now
proposed, be voted to him.—Now, Sir, thr:rc are
some points, at least there is one, on which no
person in the House has touched ; which is, that
the whole sum, now proposed to be granted to
Dr. Jenner, in addition to what he received, will
not equal the prospect, or even the actual receipt,
of Dr. Jenver before he quitted Gloucestershire.
That does appear to me to be a consideration
which Gentlemen ought to take into their mindsy
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through the vast archipelago of the Visayan
Islands, whose chiefs, accustomed to wage per-
petual war with wvs, as the gazette statés, have
laid down their arms, admiring the generosity of
an enemy, who conferred on them the blessings
of health and life, at the time when they were la-
bouring under the ravages of an epidemic Small-
pox. The principal persons of the i’ﬂrtugucs:
colonies and of the Chinese Empire, manifested
themselves no less beholden when Balmis reached
Macao and Canton; in both which places he ac-
complished the introduction of fresh virus in all
its activity, by the means already related, a result
which the English, on repeated trials, had failed
to procure in the various occasions when they
brought out portions of matter in the ships of
their East India Company, which lost their effi-
cacy on the passage, and arrived inert. After
having propagated the Vaccine at Canton as far
as was possible, and the political circumstances of
the empire would permit, and having confided the
further dissemination of it to the physicians of the
English factory at the above mentioned port,
Balmis returned to Macao, and embarked in a
Portuguese vessel for Lisbon, where he arrived on
the - 15th of August. In the way he stopped at
St. Helena, in which, as in other places, by dint
of exhortation and perseverance, he prevailed upon
‘the English to adopt the astonishing antidote,
which they had undervalued for the space of more
than eight years, though it was a discovery oF
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their nation, and although it was sent to them by
Jenner himself.”” So much for the Gazette, the
original of which in Spanish, I have here.—Be-
sides this, there has been a letter from Marseilles,
in which it is stated, ¢ That the Small-pox is
almost annihilated there, and in almost every part
of the world ; and they scarcely believe that in
Great Britain, the original seat of the discovery,
and which has the advantages of an insular situation,
the Small-pox is not exterminated.”” From Vienna
it appears that it is reduced to almost nothing.
From 800 annually to less than 10. In Swedish
Pomerania, from 700 yearly toless than 50. Inthe
East-Indies, no less than two millions of subjects

have been vaccinated. I hold in my hand a Keport
upon that subject made by surgeons there. From

the year 1805 to 1806, 178,000 were successfully
vaccinated; and, in all, 430,000; and they
have universally resisted the contaginon of Small-
pox. In Bombay, such has been the success of
vaccination, that the Small-pox is totally extir-
pated. From Calcutta the Reports are equally
favourable, and the numbers there vaccinated are
nearly two millions: and the Small-pox has been
so far subdued at Ceylon, that the hospital for-
merly appropriated to receive persons infected
with that disease, is now given up for the use of
_the army.  Sir, these facts are stated on the best
-authorities, and I cannot help supposing that they
will make a proper impression upon the House ;
and having stated them, I would ask the House
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whether the reward now proposed by this amend-
ment be too much, under all the circumstances of
this case? I canmot help reminding the House of
the loss which Dr. Jexxer is likely to sustain in
future, in his practice as a Physician, and that on
account of this very discovery; and it is no re-
proach to Dr. Jexner ; for although he is not only
the first and best vaccinator in the world, and the
author of that inestimable discovery, yet, no body
would, on that account, the sooner send for him
to cure a fever; on the contraty, one would on
that account, send for another physician rather
than for him, for we are apt to suppose that a man
could never become so eminent in any one matter
as Dr. Jexner is on the subject of Vaccination,
who had not given to it the whole of his attention,
to the exclusion of every other subject ; and there-
fore it is no-reproach to Dr. Jenxer, that having
quitted his neighbourhood, where his merits were
known, and coming to London, where he is chiefly
known as the inventor of the Vaccine, his practice
as a Physician, has not been equal to that which
it was in his neighbourhood. His expences have
indeed increased greatly. His practice has not
kept pace with his merit, and it is perfectly clear
that he has not received what he ought to have
received, not only because the discovery he has
made is inestimable jn itself, but also because he
has made the mode of trearing it so perfectly easy,
that any other person may perform the operation
as well as himself; so much so, that scarccly any
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kingdm'fa without the leaft reserve. Now it has
hccnlsaxd that Dr. JenNER, in so0 dcﬁng, consulted
nis own interest. I do not think he did so; in a
pecuniary sense, I mean: for, if he had kept the
secret to himself, and confined the practice to
his own hands, he might have made a large for-
tune; as Mr. Sutton did by the mode of Inocula-
tion which he practiced, and as Baron Dimsdale
did, who went over to Ruflia to inoculate the
Empress. Now I think that the statement which
has been made of the circumstances of this case,
ought to induce the Committee to concur in the "
proposition for the larger sum. I am as unwilling
as any one can be, to protract this debate, pro-
bably more so, because [ am anxious to enter on
the discussion of another subject in which I am
personally concerned, and in which the public, as
I conceive, are particularly interested, because it
relates to the condition of the poor of the com-
munity in which we live, (alluding to his Bill for
the education of the Poor, the discussion of which
was the next order of the day); but I would not
on that, or on any other account, withhold from
Dr. Jexner my tribute of applause, by omitting to
support and recommend to this Committee that
remunerarion which the larger sum would afford ;
and here I would call on the landed gentlemen in
this House, to vote for the larger sum for Dr.
JenNER, because he has, by his discovery, fur-
nished the means of decreasing the poor-rates ;

for although his mode of Inoculation has not been
! o
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disseminated throughout the whole community,
yet it may be so0; and, by the lives which it will
save, the community will be benefited to that
extent; and by diminishing the effect of that
dreadful scourge upon the human race, there will
be less affliction from disease, eventually less po-
verty, and consequently the burthen of the poor-
rates will become lighter; this is only one nf the
advantages of this discovery, which I recommend
to the particular attention of the country gentle-
men; but taking all the advantages together, the
benefits to mankind at large from this invention
are absolutely incalculable. Now, with regard to,
~ Inoculation by the former mode, I know it has the
- advantage of producing the disease of the Small-pox
in a milder form than that which is the common
effect of taking it in the natural way: but then it
often happens that Inoculation in the former mode,
leaves behind it a disease which lasts as long as
the patients life. This is verified by papers before
us, and we find that after the ordinary mode of
Inoculation, it is common to observe in the patient
the affli¢tion. of ulcers and various scrophule.
But wherever Vaccination has been introduced,
this evil has been avoided. From year to year
this has been felt to be the effect; so that Vaccin-
ation is not only advantageous to the health of
the patient, but it keeps money in the pockets
of those who would otherwise have to pay it,
under the head of poor-rates. For this reason
I think Dr. Jexner is particularly entitled to the
support of every landed gentleman in this House.
I
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But that is a very narrow view of the subject.
With regard to the philosophical part of it, that
“has been so cloquently displayed, and the cha-
racter of Dr. Jenyer has been depicted in terms
s0 glowing by several gentlemen, and particularly
by my noble friend, (Lord Henry Petty) that I shall
not detain the Committee by expariating upon
that subject. I would guard the Committee against
concurring in the vote for only £10,000, under any
expectation that the consideration of this subject
may be renewed, and that, hereafter, a thousand
a year may be granted to Dr. Jenner. I wish to
guard the Committee against an expectation so
likely to be disappointed. Let us not let this
opportunity slip. This is the time to give a re-
ward to Dr. Jenwer. The opportunity may never
recur, and therefore we should avail ourselves of
it, and remunerate Dr. JexxNer to the exient pro-
posed by this amendment; to the extent of the
value of his services, is totally out of all question.
As to the sum of £20;000 or £350,000, no man
can say there is in it any thing too extensive upon
such a subject. There is, to be sure, 3 limit be-
yond which no man’s liberality will induce him to
go, in voting the public money to an individual ; and
this ¢ saving of the public purse,” in rewarding
individual merit, is a principle which we indulge
in almost to a fault. Do not let us, when liberality
is called for, think of nothing but ceconomy ; that
which is called ceconomy in this case, would, in my
opinion, if adopted, be, to this Housc, disgrace.
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Sir, I concur most heartily, and T trust a large
majority of this House will concur, in this amend-
ment.”’ |

Mr. FurLer.—*¢ I perfectly agree with the
honourable Member who has just sat down, that
the larger sum should be given in this case, and
I can assure this Committee, that the sum of
£10,000 voted the last time this subject was before
the House, was matter of accident, and that but
for that accident, the sum of £20,000 would have
been granted. That vote, for only £10,000, was
carried by three votes. Gentlemen thought it was
a settled point that the larger sum was to have
been granted ; several Members went away instead
of staying for the division, and among others Mr.
Tierney, who were surprized to hear that it was
carried upon a division for #£10,000 instead of
5£20,000 ; and therefore this Committee should con-
sider that the sum of #£10,000 is, as it were, due to
Dr. JenNER, for that the sum of £20,000 would
have been voted for him instead of £10,000 if it
had not been for a mere accident. I mention this as
a fact applicable to the last vote given by this
House upon this subject: but in a national point
of view, surely this country would disgrace itself
if the sum of £20,000 wis not voted on this oc-
casion. We are about voting a reward which
will be spoken of all over the world, and we
should not appear to be niggardly in our feward
for such a discovery—a’ discovery so beneficial to
the whole human race. Tt is singular enough that
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able to the occasion, I should think that the larger
sum now proposed, would not be deemed more
than sufficient. I shall now proceed to state very
shortly, a single argument which I am not quite
sure has yet been fairly entered into, by any
Gentleman who has spoken, and possibly not so
fully considered as it might be, by this Committee.
It was this, that Dr. Jexxer might not only have
gained great reputation, but also a large fortune,
by keeping in his own hands the secret which he
had discovered, but that by his immediate and un-
reserved diffusion of the knowledge of it, he
nct only lost all that advantage, but also des-
“troyed, almost entirely, his own practice as a phy-
sician ; that is a point which has, perhaps, not
been sufficiently attended to, because there is a
fastidious fancifulness in the minds of people in
general, and that not less in choosing a physician
than in any other case, which leads them to sup-
posec that the wonderful acumen by which' this
discovery was made, has entirely exhausted the ge.
nius of its author; and the general denomination
of the * Cow.Pox Doéor,” almost precludes Dr.
Jexnzer from following his profession as a general
physician, for which he is so eminently qualified.
If he is so deprived, and from such a cause so
deprived, I do not know where he is to look, or
where he ought to look, without disappointment of

his hopes for remuneration, so confidently, as to the -
Representatives of the People of that country
which he has so signally bencfited. If he cannog
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look with confidence to this House for remunera-
tion, I do not know where he may.” (Hear!
hear! hear!)

Admiral PooL rose, (amidst a great cry of
question! question!) The gallant officer gave an
account of the effect of the practice of Vaccination
on the seamen, and observed, that he had seen
many a brave fellow fall a sacrifice at sea, to the
Small-pox : but 'since the introduction of Vaccin~
ation, he had not witnessed the instance of a single
victim to that dreadful disease. This was a prac-
tice which had already saved thousands of brave
sailors to the British navy, and would continue to
save thousands every year. And he cpncluded
by declaring that he thought the author of the
invention ought to be rewarded nobly.”

The question was then put, that the words
“ Twenty Thousand,” do stand part of the Reso.
lution, when the Committee divided :

Ayes, 60

: Noes, 47—Majority 13

¢¢ Resolved,That itis the opinion of this Commit-
tee, that a sum not exceeding Twenty THoUsAND
Pounbds be granted to His Majesty, to be paid to
Dr. Epwarp Jexner, as a farther reward for
promulgating his discovery of Vaccine Inoculation;
by which a mild, efficacions, and not contagious
mode of superseding that -dreadful malady the
Small-pox, is established. And that tlie same be

issued and paid without any fee or other reward
whatever.”
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142 APPENDIX,

that it produces new, unheard-of, and monstrous diseases,
Of such assertions no proofs have been produced, and,
after diligent enquiry, the College believe them to have
been either the inventions of designing, or the mistakes of
ignorant men. In these respects then, in its mildness, its
safety, and its consequences, the individual may look for
the peculiar advantages of Vaccination. The benefits
which flow from it to society are infinitely more con-

i

hiderable; it spreads no infection, and can be communi-

cated only by Incculation. Tt is from a consideration of
the pernicious effects of the Small-pox, that the real yalue
of Vaccination is to be estimated. The natural Small-
pex has been supposed to destroy a sixth part of all whom
it attacks; and that even by Inoculation, where that has
been general in parishes and towns, about one in 300 has
usually died. It is not sufficiently known, or not ad-
verted to, that nearly one tenth, some years more than one
tenth of the whole mortality in London, is occasioned
by the Small-pox; and however bencficial the Inoculation
of the Small-pox tmay have been to individuals, it appears to
bave kept up a constant source of contagion, which has been
the means of increasing the number of deaths by what is called
the Natural disease. It cannot be doubted that this mischief
Bas been extended by the inconsiderate manner in avhick great
numbers of persons, even since the introduction of Vaccination,
are still every year inoculated with the Small-pox, and after-
wards required to atteud two or three times a week at the
places of Inoculation,® through every stage of their illness.
From this, then, the public are to expect the great and
uncontroverted superiority of Vaccination, that it com-
municates no casual infection, and, while it is a protec-
tion to the individual, it is not prejudicial to the public.
TII. The College of Physicians, in reporting their Ob-
servations and Opinions on the Evidence adduced in sup+

* See Introductory Remarks,
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widely from those of the great majority of their brethren,
The College, therefore, deemed it their duty, in a Plaﬁ;_'
cular manner, to enquire upon what grounds and evidence
the opposers of Vaceination rested their opinions. = From
personal examination, as well as from their writings, they
endeavoured to learn the full extent and weight of their
objections. They found them without experience in Vac-
cination, supporting their opinions by hearsay information,
and hypothetical reasoning ; and, upon inveftigating the
facts which they advanced,-they found them to be either
misapprehended or misrepresented ; or that they fell un-
der the description of cases of imperfect Small-pox, be-
fore noticed, and which the College have endeavoured
fairly to appreciate.

"The practice of Vaccination is but of eight years stand-
ing, and its promoters, as well as opponents, must keep
in mind, that a period so short is too limited to ascertain
every point, or to bring the art to that perfection of which
it may be capable. The truth of this will readily be ad-
mitted by those acquainted with the history of Inocu-
lation for the Small-pox. Vaccination is now, however,
well understood, and its character accurately described.
Some deviations from the usual course have occasipnally
occurred, which the Author of the practice has called
spurious Cow-pox, by which the public have been misled,
as if there were a true and a false Cow-pox; but it ap-
pears, that nothing more was meant, than to express ir-
regularity or difference from that common form and pro-
gress of the Vaccine Pustule from which its efficacy is in-
ferred. Those who perform Vaccination ought therefore
to be well instructed, and should have watched with the
greatest carc the regular progress of the Pustule, and
Jearnt the most proper time for taking the matter. There
is little doubt that some of the failures are to be imputed
to the incxperience of the carly Vaccinators, and it is not
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146 APPENDIX.

- Representations of some of these have been exhibited in
prints in a way to alarm the feelings of parents, and to
infuse dread and apprehension into the minds of the un-
informed. Publications with such representations have
been widely circulated, and though they originate either
in gross ignorance, or wilful misrepresentation, yet have
they lessened the confidence of many, particularly of the
lower classes, in Vaccination; no permanent effects,
however, in retarding the progress of Vaccination, need
‘be apprehended from such causes, for, as soon as the
public shall view them cooly and without surprize, they
will excite contempt, and not fear,

Though the College of Physicians are of opinion that
the progress of Vaccination has been retarded in a few
places by the above causes, yet they conceive that its ge-
neral adoption has been prevented by causes far more
powerful, and of a nature wholly different. The lower
orders of society can hardly be induced to adopt precau-
tions against evils which may be at a distance ; nor can
it be expected from them, if these precautions are attend-
ed with expence. Unless therefore, from the immediate
dread of epidemic Small-pox, neither Vaccination nor
Inoculation appear at any time to have been general, and
when the cause of terror has passed by, the public have
relapsed again into a state of indifference and apathy, and
the salutary practice has come to a stand. It is not easy to
suggest a remedy for an evil so deeply imprinted in hu-
man nature. To inform and instruct the public mind
" may do much, and it will probably be found that the pro-
gress of Vaccination in different parts of the United King-
dom will be in proportion to that instruction. Were
encourgement given to Vaccination, by offering it to the
poorer classes without expence, there is little doubt but
it would in time supersede the Inoculation for the Small-
pex, and thereby various sources of variolous infection
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