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(FENTLEMEN,

Tar Bririse MEDICAL ASSOCIATION is to be congrat-
nlated on the steps it has taken to secure Medical
" Reform, and it is still more to be congratulated in
asking for the opinions and views of the general practi-
tioners of the country. In this it has followed a notable
- precedent. As history repeats itself you will pardon
E me for briefly alluding to the event. It concerns us,
| as strange to say we are now going over almost the
same ground.

On 17th December, 1828, 1093 Medical Practi-
" tioners assembled at Paris to consider Medical Reform ;
and amongst those present were Broussais, Majendie,
Desgenettes, Louyer-Villermay, Bostan, Husson,
Bouillaud, Bally, Gendrin, ete. M. Desgenettes, Pre-
- gident, in his address, said: “ We must confess
that our profession stands in need of speedy reform, and
though the Academy of Medicine might undertake the
task, yet however enlightened this body may be, the
physicians and other medical practitioners of Parisand
the provinces should have a voice in the proposed
ameliorations, for as all medical practitioners are equal
in rights, in the eyes of the public, they ought to be
equally consulted.”

This truth of M. Desgenettes stands good at the
present day ; so that here we have the first point of
similarity between this meeting in the year 1881 and
that great meeting in the year 1828, The immediate
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| Presuming that the candidate for the medical profession has a 1:"-&1
 knowledge of the three ¢ R's,’ a higher standard of education must also : 'r
* be required which will fit him for the high position he ought to occupy 3 ; _?

© in the social cirele, and as a powerful integer in the direction and

shaping of our national manners and morals. It will, then, be necessary
to frame some standard, which will give us a guarantee of a certain
value that his mind is sufficiently prepared to enter on a course of still
higher training,

The increasing activity in our edueational circles, the higher
standard of knowledge expected of those who have no profession, and
the edueation even of the masses, all indicate that the préliminu,ry
education of the embryonic medical practitioner should advance pari

passu, It will be urged, as it has been urged in the past, that the set-

:ﬁng of a leg, or the performance of any surgical operation, can be as

well done by the man who has not had the advantages of a university

or even grammar-school education, as by the man who has had these
'l advantages. And here, in this objection, we have almost the root of
'} the evil, which has so long fettered the advancement of our profession.
‘I We have too long looked upon medical education in its purely surgical
aspect, we have too long allowed surgical monopoly in its direetion,
and we have been educating surgeons to perform essentially medical
functions, though, we must confess, not without protest from individual
minds, not without words of warning from medieal journalists, hitherto
directed to unwilling ears, on the absurdity and fallacy of the _system,
- With more advanced views we look upon medical preliminary education,
not in a medieal, or in a surgical, or in a special-branch light, but as it
affects the general welfare of the country and the individual welfare of
tl:le whole profession. We have long recognised the influence of medieal
men upon our national manners and morals, as a pnﬁerfhl Bngiua of
good, and we helieve this influence might be extended with still greater
advantage to the community, and also to the elevation of our social
-'1- osition. In our previous articles on the remedial measures for qgi_aekgry,
and on citizenship in sanitary work, we have shown how intimately the
med ical attendant is connected with the inner life of the -::oimtrf,__ with
the directorship of its bodily welfare, with its social improvement ; that
his r4le embraces pure medicine, midwifery, hygiene, and, least of all,
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Dr. Stokes has recognised the necessity of the higher education we are
speaking of, and had he not been swamped by opposing elements, we
believe preliminary education would long since have been settled. Dr.
Stokes knew that the acts of the Medical Council have been exposed
to depreciating observations, owing to its efforts not being devoted
sufficiently to general education ; to its administration of an imperfect
law imperfectly, and also to the fact that though it had no coercive
power in the matter of education, it had not rightly used the moral
power it possessed.

How much it might have done, if not for medical protection, at
least for internal reform, may be seen when we consider the work
achieved by a small organised body of active and earnest reformers,
without the social presiige of the Medical Council, without its moral
influence, and without its funds. We have lent the mgis of our protec-
tion to the Medical Defence Association, because we saw in it the
- commencement of an agitation which would prove not only of advantage
to the profession, but to the public ; that it was an indication of progress,
from the fact that it directed its attention to the sweeping away of
abuses within our own ranks ; whilst at the same time we look forward
to the time when its services will be no longer required, not in a
ideal future, but in a practical consummation of our expectations,

When that distinguished Irizh physician, Dr. Stokes, occupied the
presidential chair, he guve utterance to some valedictory words which
shonld be printed on the frontispage of the Association Journal; as
they bear so much on the internal reform we have so much insisted on,
and as they embody the spirit of our remarks on education, our readers
will profit by their perusal.

After recognising that there were great wrongs to be redressed in
our profession, Dr. Stokes said, “ But these evils being admitted, how
are they to be lessened, if not removed ? Is it by public agitation and
remonstrance addressed to deafened or unwilling ears 7 Is it by the
demand for class legislation ? Or is it by the efforts of one and all to
Pplace medicine in the hierarchy of the sciences—in the vanguard of
human progress, eliminating every influence that can lower it, every day
more and more developing the professional principle, while we foster
all things that relate to its moral, literary, and scientific character 7
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