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ON SURGICAL ASPECTS OF CARCINOMA. IT

there is no reason to doubt that the cases I name were
genuine cases of cancer, any more than there is reason to
doubt the practical cure of these cases.

In operating on cases of carcinoma, I do so under
two different circumstances. The first, in which I con-
sider there is a prospect of curing the patient, or at least
prolonging life; and the second, in which there 1s no
prospect of cure, and perhaps only a faint one of pro-
longing life, but in which I consider the remainder of life
may be made more comfortable by the removal of a pain-
ful or offensive disorder, in which the patient suffers from
a foul and acrid discharge, and has the mental worry of
this added to the physical suffering. In a large number
of cases, however, which I see, I am obliged to discoarage
the idea of operation, either because the disorder occurs
in elderly people, where the progress of the disease is
slow and comparatively painless,—I have under my ob-
servation several such patients ;—or where the disorder
has involved extensively glands and neighbouring struc-
tures, and where the risk of operation far out-balances
the chances of doing good.

It may be argued that if the patient has a mortal
disorder, no risk is too great, and it matters little if the
patient’s death 1s expedited by the operation: but that is
not the surgeon’s view of the matter, and I confess for
myself that the more I see of such cases, the less I am
disposed to interfere ; indeed, I have no doubt that, with
the best possible intentions, in certain cases, that probably
we cannot as yet quite rightly select, the operation has
appeared to give an increased stimulus to the growth. I
have especially noticed this in scirrhus of the breast in
comparatively young women, and particularly in the in-
filtrating variety, where the skin is early and deeply
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