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TO THE READER.

TrAT an anniversary address, such as that comprised in
the following pages, is permitted to be rather of a gene-
ral character, than required to be strictly technical; and
that those who confer the favour of their presence on
the anniversary commemorations of scientific societies,
are not limited to members of any individual profes-
sion, but include the learned, and the lovers of science
under whatever name, are circumstances too well
known not to render unnecessary, the offer of excuses,
for such deseriptions and elucidations as partake of an
elementary character.

It may be necessary however to bespeak indulgence
for the extent to which additions have been made in
the form of notes; more particularly for those relating to
Forensic Medicine, but it is hoped that the close and
important connexion that exists between forensic jus-
tice, and the nses to which Medical Science is applied,

may be deemed sufficient apology.

THE AUTHOR.






IN addressing an assembly like the present,—consti-
tuted of members of a learned profession,—I cannot be
otherwise than apprehensive lest the high and sterling
character conferred on the “ Medical Society of Lon-
don” by its honoured founders, and preserved through
a long series of years by the zeal and talent of able
successors, should (in the performance of the arduous,
though honorable duty which has been delegated to me,)
be inadequately sustained.

The means by which medical science is advanced,
and the uses to which it is applied, embrace topics
of great and unceasing interest: to some of these I
would venture to advert, not however in the expec-
tation of being a contributor to the mental stores of
those whom I address, but in the hope that subjects so
congenial, and so associated with their daily pursuits
and studies, may not be devoid of interest, though only
for the subject’s sake.

In remarking upon the individual branches of science
which concur to advance the knowledge of medicine,
(fo improve which knowledge gave origin to the ¢ Me-
dical Society of London,” and still animates its pro-
ceedings,) we cannot fail to perceive that both the di-
agnosis and the treatment of disease, had been brought
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and black bile to the spleen (1)*; whilst we further per-
ceive that the terms used by him were vague,—that the
same word (ssvpo) implied a nerve, a ligament, and a
tendon,—that one term only (pael) was used to desig-
nate a vein, an artery, and an excretory duet; and that
blood, the nervous fluid, and the air inspire’é, were all
occasionally included under the same name, (zixz); we
cannot doubt that his medical knowledge gained but
little by his anatomical, or that the dissections which
he undertook, performed as they were for the most
part on animals, conferred but little on his knowledge
as a physiologist (2).

With reference to the immediate connexion of ana-
tomy with the practice of medicine, we perceive that,
although it does not teach the remedies of a disease,
nor the specific origin or character of disorders, it ena-
bles us to know, when pain is referred to any part,
what particular organ we may expect to find diseased,
and what function disordered. It enables us to judge,
accurately, of visible change in the form, size, position,
and situation, of parts which come within the sphere of
our sight; and to exercise, by the touch, similar discri-
mination with reference to those which are not super-
ficial. It enables us to trace pain to its true source,
even when circumstances of delusive character inter-
vene, and to distinguish between sympathetic pain and
pain that is idiopathic.

From anatomy, however, we derive advantages be-
yond those connected with mere situation, position,
and construction: as the introduction to physiology, it

* The notes to which the numbers refer are comprised in the
Appendix.
B 2
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of the body: it traces some to those organs where the
senses reside, some to parts where the powers of vo-
luntary motions reside, and some to parts which, by a
wise ordination of Providence, are not subservient to
the will,—and thus again acquires materials for physio-
logical inquiries into the most subtle phenomena of ani-
mal existence.

Anatomy further furnishes the source whence has
been derived knowledge of incalculable interest and
value, forming the foundation of pathology.

In the mere process of dissection, however, the ana-
tomist encounters much that is discouraging, nor would
his perseverance be fully compensated, did the employ-
ment unfold nothing to his observation, beyond mere
form, distribution, and other structural peculiarities of
individual parts; but when in his contemplations, he
associates these, according to the relation and order in
which nature has united them; when he traces the de-
pendence of one part upon another, and their marvel-
lous adaptation to each other; when he acquires an
msight into the beautiful structure of that organ,
which may be called the centre of life, (the heart,) and
traces the divers channels proceeding from it, through
their divisions, subdivisions, and finally infinite ramifi-
cations; when he comprehends the beautiful mechanism
by which it acts,—the order in which its complicated
and indispensable functions are performed,—and the ac-
curacy and constaney with which the performance is
sustained through all the vicissitudes and commotions,
both mental and bodily, of a long life,—in all positions
and under all circumstances;—when he connects the
fact, that the vital current requires supplies from the
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in every shape, comes within the scope of his research;
and, in studying the phenomena of animal life, and of
vegetable life, under all varieties of circumstances, he is
enabled to deduce analogies which assist him in the
comprehension of those that appertain to the physio-
logy of man; analogies indeed, in the absence of which
these phenomena had still remained in the deepest ob-
scurity. Whether the physiologist directs his attention
to the air; to the earth; to the waters of stagnant
pools, of streamlets, of rivers, or of the vast ocean (6) ;
he finds in each, and in all parts of the globe that are
accessible to him, objects of interest and instruction;
the burning regions of the torrid zone; the eternal
snows of the arctic regions ; the summits of the highest
mountains ; and the depths of caverns—may all be said
to teem with life; he discovers, that in warm damp re-
gions, the exhalations from rivers, swamps, and forests,
swarm with insects (7) ; that the arid sands in the scorch-
ing heat of Africa are scarcely less prolific(8); that, on
the one hand, animal life is not incompatible with the
high temperature (120°) of the thermal baths of Al-
bano, as in the instance of the terbo thermalis*; and,
on the other, that, in the extreme northern latitudes,
myriads of animalcule are brought into short-lived ex-
istence during the summer solstice, in the pools formed
by the sun on the snow, and on the ice(9).

Neither does he find the range of the vegetable king-
dom less extensive ; he meets with vegetations in the
most remote parts of the earth, in the depths of the
ocean, and in caverns where human research never be-

* A shell fish indigenous in the Adriatic.
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depths at which the ocean becomes untenantable, has
been deemed to admit of even probable computation.

According to received opinions, in relation to the laws
which govern the phenomena of light, the rays of even a
vertical sun do not penetrate to a greater depth than 100
fathoms, and, as light has been deemed to be essential to
life, the furthest /imif to which its rays descend, have
been regarded as the boundary of animal existence (16).

Should this law, however, not be absolute, (as there
is reason to believe it is not,) then may we imagine an
extension of marine life incomparably greater, and,
whether the ocean has a depth of from three to five
miles, as computed by some, or of ten miles, as sup-
posed by others, that it, (life,) extends, even to its
deepestrecesses (17). What, however, may be the law of
light, and of other elements in reference to the sup-
port of vitality, and what the actual bounds of the
animal and of the vegetable kingdoms, constitute yet
an interesting inquiry for the physiologist, not only to
ascertain into what regions they may extend, but in the
possibility of discovering modes of existence, and, by
consequence, analogies with which we are still unac-
quainted (18).

Neither anatomy, nor comparative anatomy, nor the
analogies supplied by the vegetable kingdom, however,
can enable the physiologist to obtain a knowledge of the
constituent principles of the various solids and fluids of
the body, and the modifications they undergo in the
animal economy, without the aid of chemistry; that po-
tent science which embraces in its magnificent grasp,
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which symmetrical proportions are attained, powers
conferred, various complicated processes performed,
and the general harmonies of the whole preserved ; com-
binations which, when considered in connexion with the
mental endowments of man, afford a subject of contem-
plation, than which, perhaps, nothing in creation can
better teach him to appreciate, (so far as his finite fa-
culties are capable of appreciating,) the omniscience,
the omnipotence, and the beneficence of the Creator.

The application of physiology in connexion with the-
rapeutics, to the discovery of remedial agents, consti-
tutes an important study. When we reflect upon the
relation that subsists between diseases and their reme-
dies, we cannot fail to perceive, the value of researches
connected with natural history, which impart a know-
ledge of the sources whence these are derived ; nor of
those connected with other branches, which show the
fitness of different matters for different uses, their in-
dividual powers, and their powers when qualified by
ingenious combinations; the different modes of com-
pounding some, of analysing others; of ascertaining in
what particular part any given principle resides; the
circumstances under which that principle may be found
in a state of the greatest activity; the modes of obtain-
ing it in its best form; and of preserving it in its
greatest perfection ; points of interest, which attach to
all curative agents, whether of the animal, the vegetable,
or the mineral kingdom.

The interest which attaches to this department of
medical research is enhanced by the claims which it has
upon our vigilance, diserimination, and precaution.
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of strict impartiality. This association, however, is hap-
pily of but short duration, yet, short as it may be, 1t
is injurious to the interests of the public, and disparag-
ing to the character of our profession. In the outsct
of life, the young and the sanguine of all professions are
liable to be misled by that which is the natural result of
immature experience, too much hope and too much
confidence; but however amiable and generous these
may be, or however much they adorn the character,
and are beautiful qualities in their relation to private
life, they are not suited to the advancement of a grave,
important, and complex science, such as that in which
we are engaged ; on the contrary, few things tend more
to that object, than the exercise of sound and guarded
diserimination, in the yielding or withholding of con-
fidence, where new doctrines are the subjects of consi-
deration.

Those who can look back, through a series of years,
upon the phantasies which have been boasted into ephe-
meral fame, by the dupe, by the enthusiast, and by the
empiric in turn; who have seen these visions come and
go, ushered into being with pretensions the most osten-
tatious, but exemplifying, by their rapid lapse into ne-
glect, their utter worthlessness and nothingness, will
hold themselves more than justified for the exercise of
that which the world calls scepticism, and for increasing
their reserve, in proportion as the claims upon their faith,
may have been confidently and authoritatively advanced;
they may perhaps, deem themselves excused, should
they, with more than common freedom, entertain the
opinion that suspicion ceases to be a failing, where the
questions relate to a science of facts, and where the
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Since we were last called together upon an occasion
like the present, a highly esteemed Fellow of the Society,
whose attendance was wont to be constant; who pursued
his profession with great talent and assiduity; who read
in the society several learned papers; onwhom the society
conferred the high honour of calling him to the chair, and
the duties of which he ably performed, has been removed
by death from his useful career. Mr. Bryant lived and
died in the enjoyment of high esteem and regard—the
meed of his excellence as a member of the profession,
and of his urbanity, courtesy, and integrity in the social
relations of life.

The study and improvement of topographical know-
ledge we find deeply interesting to the medical pro-
fession, affording a vast field of useful and various
discovery, supplying facts of great importance in refer-
ence to the particular effects of different countries on
the physiological condition of man.

In some we find the influences so powerful as to give
to those who are subjected to them, the characters of
different races of beings, which yet are not incompati-
ble with the preservation of health: these we see mani-
fested in the varieties of form, size, colour, and other
peculiarities of different nations; in the different pe-
riods at which the state of adolescence terminates 3-8t
which that of the subsequent stage is complete; at
which maturity is attained, and at which the declension
of life ensues; such influences, however, being in constant
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ance and of their disappearance correspond with the
periods at which the inundation and subsequent eva-
poration oceur.

Turning from the plains of Bengal to the coast of
Coromandel, we find a climate and country widely op-
posite, and diseases widely different ; we find a higher
temperature(21); comparatively little rain(22); a gravelly
or sandy soil absorbing that little almost as rapidly as it
descends, consequently not admitting of inundation or
exhalation, and that under these topographical peculiar-
ities, idiopathic affections of the liver constitute the
endemic disease of the country.

In prosecuting the subject still further, we find that
where the topographical peculiarities are intermediate,
so also is the character of the prevailing disease.

The climate of Egypt combines, in a considerable
degree, the peculiarifies of both, having the inundation
of its central river behind the high lands bordering the
coast, like that of the Ganges; and its samiels or hot
winds, with a high range of temperate, like that of Ma-
dras: accompanying the deluges of the Ganges how-
ever, there are constant falls of rain, keeping «ll parts
not wholly covered by water, in a semi-inundated state ;
while in Egypt, what is not perfectly inundated is per-
fectly dry. In Bengal, after the waters have subsided,
there remains a humid surface of impurities; in Egypt,
on the contrary, by the power of the sun, the exposed
surface 1s turned into a solid crust, split into segments,
and presents everywhere deep fissures, characteristic of
its parched condition (23). In accordance with these mo-
difications, constituting the mized character of an in-
undated counfry and an arid country, we find the pre-
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men of literature; and at periods less remote, (as we
have seen in our own country,) it failed to occupy that
position which other branches of science enjoyed : yet, in
later and more enlightened times, mankind have disco-
vered that it may well claim to rank amongst the first
of those which have for their object, the melioration of
human suffering ; neither is this a change for which it
is indebted to adventitious circumstances; it has, on
the contrary, by its manifest and intrinsic value, by the
sound and scientific sources whence have been drawn
the elements of its advancement, and from the large be-
nefits which it has acquired the power of conferring,
proclaimed its own importance, accomplished its own
elevation, and acquired the exalted station which,
throughout all civilized countries, it now most justly oc-
cupies.

With whatever feelings of admiration, or of respect,
we may contemplate the past in reference to the men
by whom surgery has been improved, that contempla-
tion at the present moment, is hallowed by the mourn-
ful event which has numbered and mingled with the
dead, a revered Fellow of this Society, the faithfulness
of whose devotion, and the earnestness of whose active
zeal in the advancement of our common object, were
perfect; of whom to speak, as of the past, spreads a
gloom and a shadow on the future. In him, whom a
decree of Providence has called from pursuits worthy
the best human impulses, and the most zealous human
energies, and from a position the most honorable to
which professional zeal and talent can attain, were
combined, attributes of the mind, and of the heart, and

Cz2
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the sound and healthful elements of improvements yet

in the matrix of time.

When we look back upon the immense labour that
has been bestowed in the acquirement of medical know-
ledge ; when we contemplate the zeal, and the talent em-
ployed in its advancement ; and the numerous channels
by which the results of these labours conduce to the
public good, it is impossible for the medical practi-
tioner, even in the midst of its anxieties, its toils, and
its privations, not to cherish a feeling of self-gratulation
that his lot is cast in a vocation of so much honour and
so much usefulness. There are few sources whence be-
nefits so important, so extensive, and of influence so
beneficent, flow into the current of human affairs; few
which contribute in so many ways to the general wel-
fare of mankind, yet none that are so imperfectly known
as the fountains of the good they impart. The con-
nexion between medical science and man in his social
relations, does not proclaim itself by outward and ob-
vious manifestations, except in those which exist be-
tween the physician and the sick. Its influences how-
ever, in the preservation of general health ; in the affairs
of medical police and forensic jurisprudence ; and indeed
in the broad administration of the civil polity of the
state—pursue in silence, their persevering operations,
ardent and unwearied in advancing its own usefulness,
and zealously directing its endeavours to the advance-
ment of those objects which have for their aim and end,
the more perfect application of its acquirements to the
general good.
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sively to three or four generations in as many days;”
that the number of sextons was not enough to bury,
nor the burying places sufficient to hold, the dead ; and
that often those who one day attended the funeral of
their friends, were fhemselves, on the following, car-
ried to their graves :i—such is a description given by
a physician of that time, an actor in the dreadful
scene.

From another source, the bills of mortality, where
facts are reduced to figures, and presented without the
force and adornment of language which narrative ad-
mits, we find even the narrative surpassed in its pain-
ful impression on the mind, by the mute but not less
eloquent rhetoric of numbers. We find that in one
memorable year, (1665,) the victims of the plague were
68,596 ; that for some time 8,000, and, in one instance,
12,000, died per week, nor did even this appalling mor-
tality, either from the labours it entailed, or the terrors
it presented, drive the physician to seek repose or secu-
rity in the abandonment of his dangerous vocation(25).
Neither «“ When the Members of the College of Phy-
sicians, by Majesty in his royal authority, were com-
manded to write somewhat in English, that might be a
general directory in this exigence, was it satisfactory to
that honoured society, to discharge their regards for
the public health, by that only which was required of
them, but some were chosen out of their number and
appointed particularly to atfend the infected on all oc-
casions 5 such was the devotion of our predecessors,
generous and disinterested beyond all power of praise,

and not the less honorable, that the contest was so un-
equal,
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without any appreciable corresponding alteration, in
the atmosphere by which we are surrounded.

We certainly perceive, without reverting to proofs
which geology might supply, that in the progress of ages
and of centuries, the temperatures of other climates
and of our own have undergone considerable change,
as is evidenced by the formerly frozen state of the
Mediterranean (in 775,) along its shores to the dis-
tance of fifty leagues, according to Glycus; in the
Adriatic having been commonly frozen in the time of
the Romans; in the constantly frozen state of the
Rhine and the Danube, and other rivers of Gaul and
Germany, during the winter, making it necessary to
cover the ice with straw, to render the passage over
them secure, according to Diodorus Siculus *; in the
freezing of the Kuxine, according to Ovid; in the
breaking the ice of the Tiber, in order to obtain water
for the celebration of superstitious rites, as alluded to
by Juvenal ; in the instructions for protecting the cattle
from the inclemencies of the Italian winter, as given by
Virgil; in the earlier period of our own former har-
vests, and in the unclothed state of our early inhabi-
tants as recorded by Casar; in the growth of large
luxuriant wood on our highest hills, in situations,
where, from the degree of cold which at present pre-
vails they could not grow, as commented upon by Kir-
wan ; in the larger growth of our black cattle as re-
corded by Robertson ; and in numerous other examples
furnished by the animal, vegetable, and mineral king-

* “ During the most severe winter that has oceurred during the

last century, (1795,) there was no river of any consequence frozen
over, even in the northern parts of France,”
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to the poor; merging all feelings of personal interest
in the gratifying prospect of consummating a great
public good. These, and endless similar examples, at
once both characterize and adorn the history of the
healing art,

It were difficult to advert, however cursorily, to that
quality in the human character, which is, perhaps, best
expressed by the comprehensive word philanthropy,
without indulging in the reflection that the laudable vo-
cation in which our honored predecessors toiled,
which, in succeeding ages, has been more defined, and
which, in a more perfected form has been denominated
a profession, enjoys, if not a proud pre-eminence, at
least a proud celebrity, for the intrinsic spirit of disin-
terestedness which pervades and animates its ruling
springs of action ; a profession which, in the purity of
its ethies, virtually exeludes from community and fel-
lowship, all by whom the general good is made subser-
vient to interests that are private: the empiric in-
deed, may find favour amongst the dupes of his crea-
tion, but to the profession of which he is nominally a
member, he is virtually an alien and an outcast.

However large may have been the benefits already
conferred by medical science on that department of na-
tional policy constituting medical police, we cannot, in
turning from the past to the present, fail to be re-
minded that society at large, is still receiving benefits

not less important and extensive, at the hands of the
medical profession.
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In this emergency the profession has been called
upon for its aid, and the result has been that the defici-
ency is freely and liberally if not completely supplied.

As members of the community, we may hail with
gratification the immense accumulation of invaluable
data, which may be said to be daily and hourly pouring
in from every city; from every hamlet; from every
chamber wherein a human being departs this life; which
in the hands of the Registrar-General and of his talented
coadjutor, is placed in an available form before the
deeply interested public; &utf as members of the
medical profession, it may perhaps be permitted to us
to recollect, with feelings of peculiar satisfaction, if not
~ of pride, that the record of every death comprises also
the record of a medical opinion; that every such opi-
nion is the result of much time and much labour, be-
stowed in the acquirement of medical skill; that the
advantage of that skill is accorded by members of the
medical profession, for the advantage of all professions,
and all classes; and, that the benefit acerues to the
community at large, without incurring the obligation of
either equivalent or acknowledgment in return.

Of all the means by which medical science minis-
ters to the general good, there are, perhaps, none in
which her strength is more imposingly, or more advan-
tageously exemplified, than in the number and variety
of her resources as a branch of legislation ;” whether
called upon for her aid in connexion with the sanatory
regulations of medical police, or appealed to in courts
of forensic justice, for those lights, which, while they
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tion, in order that its decisions may finally have, so far
as science and philosophy can supply, the character of
infallibility. Amongst the unfortunate examples of de-
fect are those in which medical testimony is no¢ so fol-
lowed out.

It should not be overlooked, that in all inquisitions
taken on bodies, the object is to ascertain the true
cause of death, and the circumstances under which that
cause has been brought into operation ; whether an in-
jury to the deceased, to his family, and to society, has
been occasioned either through negligence or through
guilt? Hence, the investigation is generally, if not always
one of responsibility and difficulty ; the difficulty more-
over increases with the improvements of science, and
as evil purposes become supplied with resources more
subtle, and with means of concealment more secret.
Neither is crime confined to the illiterate, but is perpe-
trated by those who have access to sources of know-
ledge which admit of criminal misapplication, and in
whom are combined the talent and the wicked propensity
to apply them to guilty ends; yet in cases of loss of
life, apart from obvious causes, where under the out-
ward appearance of natural death, the subtle and Zoo
successful agencies of erime may lie concealed, we have
the anomaly of inquests and verdicts in the utter ah-
sence of medical evidence; of inferences founded on
mere superficial probabilities, and of questions relating
to matters of fact, solved, or rather taken to be solved,
upon vague speculation and surmise. That death, with
all the appearances of being natural, may be the result of
criminal agencies is a fearful truth, which carries with
it the fullest conviction that no means should be dis-
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than tremble at a system which diminishes the safe-
guard of vigilance where need of protection is the
greatest, a system which virtually suggests to the cun-
ning who lie in wait, the opportunity favorable to their
guilty designs; which holds out the broad hope, at least,
if not the appearance of certainty, that their criminal
agents under cover of pre-existing indisposition, may
exercise their influence in secret, and that the effects of
the poison and of the disease may so blend in their ope-
ration, that the guilt and infamy of murder may
find shelter, under an apparent dispensation of Provi-
dence (33).

Upon analyzing “the Returns from the Coroners of
England and Wales, of all Inquisitions held by them
during the Years 1837 and 1838, in Cases where Death
was found by Verdict of Jury to have been caused by
Poison,” I find,

Of persons who died of medicines given in} 8

over doses for other medicines -

Of poisons taken or given in mistake for me- 8
dicines - = - = 3 : }

others = = - - = 20

And, in addition to these,
Of children destroyed by deleterious sub- %
86

Of medicines in overdoses, not in mistake for }

stances, at the hands of their mothers, or
their nurses - = E -

In reference to this last appalling catalogue, the coro-
ner for Nottingham*, in his official return, speaking of
a preparation of opium, says, it  is given to children to
a great extent, and I have no doubt whatever that

* Mr. Brown.
D
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This anomaly is scarcely less to be deprecated than
was that from which we have but lately been relieved,
when the knowledge of anatomy was deemed indipens-
able alike to the practice and to the improvement of
our art, yet the means of acquiring that knowledge could
not be obtained, otherwise than by criminal and punish-
able infraction of the law.

The pathology of sudden death, the immediate
causes, and the immediate subsequent appearances, are
studies, indispensable fo the perfection of forensic me-
dicine. In the pursuit of this study, the profession is
actuated by its wonted zeal ; the means are within their
view but precluded from their touch; access is for-
bidden ; and a barrier legally insurmountable, is inter-
posed, either not to be removed at all, or only after the
objects of search have, for all awailable purposes,
changed their identity; when effects, which might have
indicated the cause of death, are merged in those which
are its consequences ; when characters, which, at an ear-
lier period, had been legible, intelligible, and instructive,
have from their evanescent nature ceased to exist(36).

The power of discontinuing this evil, is vested in
the important and responsible office of coroner; the
obstacle which stands between the knowledge we re-
quire, and the means of acquiring it; and between the
knowledge we possess, and the application of it to the
ends of justice, it is within the authority of that func-
tionary to perpetuate or to remove(37).

Where obvious causes of suspicion exist, post mortem
examinations are had recourse to, at the voluntary in-
stigation of jurors; and the more obvious the suspi-
cious aspect, the more prevalent is the opinion of its
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rently dead. That thousands participate in benefits accru-
ing from the theory on which that institution is
founded(39) ; that the honour of propounding that theory
is awarded to Fothergill (40); that the name of Letsom
is amongst those of its founders, and that the high gra-
tification of adjudicating the first prize medals of the
 Royal Humane Society,” was conferred on the Medi-
cal Society of London (41), cannot fail to be matter of

proud remembrance in connexion with the proceedings
of this day.

When we inquire, what in the progress of civilisation,
are the sources out of which the sciences are advanced,
the mind cultivated, the moral relations fostered, and
the social condition improved?—we find that none are
more prolific than combinations of learned and scientific
men, constituting communities such as that—the 638th an-
niversary of which we this day meet to celebrate:—and
amongst the men whom society may regard as the minis-
ters of future good to future generations, are those who
emerge from the universities or schools, and from the
honorable observance of their discipline and their re-
spective curricula, embued with the desire to be stu-
dents still, conscious that their acquirements are not
free from imperfections, and emulous of rendering the
knowledge of which they have become possessed, more
perfect in its application to the future uses of mankind.

To the “ Medical Society of London” we may confi-
dently appeal, as evidence at once, of the attractions of
learned communities, and of the successful result of
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in the elements of his physical nature: compassionate
by the influence of sympathy and good-will towards his
fellow being; provident, by the gift of forethought and
the natural impulse of self preservation; and sagacious
by the varied and exalted attributes of his mind, he
sought to devise and to administer some means of relief to
those whom he found in need;—thus, by the mere force
of internal dictates and natural endowments, unaided by
the light of collateral science,—unincited by the hope
of fame,—uninvited by the allurements of gain,—the
good and the wise became the physicians of their time;
each in the spirit of philanthropy, pursuing in the soli-
tude of his own individual endeavours, paths which the
medical philosopher of the present day, treads in the ac-
cessary light of sciences then unknown:—with the
prospect of renown as the meed of his ambition,—of
gain as the remuneration of his toil,—and in the cheer-
ful fellowship of combinations of men, of similar genius,
and similar feelings, pursuing the llke high objects for
the like beneficent ends.







APPENDIX.

Note 1, page 3.

Hippocrates supposed that there existed four fluids in the body—
blood, phlegm, yellow bile, and black bile: to those only, the
sources of which were obvious, he assigned the right; to the blood,
for instance, he assigned the heart, and to the yellow bile, the gall-
ducts.

Note 2, page 3.

Tt is said that Hippocrates had once only had an opportunity of
secing the human skeleton, when he published his work on the
bones.

Nore 3, page 6.

It is estimated that the whole of the blood of the body, (aver-
aging in the adult about twenty-five pints,) is propelled by this won-
derful machine through the lungs every five minutes, there to un-
dergo a complicated change, even in its rapid transit, by which it
receives, from the air inspired what is indispensable to life, and
evolves what ceases to be useful to it.

The quantity of air inhaled during five minutes, as computed by
physiologists, is two gallons and a half; and a portion of the air
of each inspiration, even during its almost momentary sojourn
in the lungs, undergoes decomposition to supply to the blood what is
indispensable to its vitality; and forms a new compound with the
element discarded by that fluid, (as being no longer necessary to
life,) which expiration brings away.
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and six months old, while their parents were fishing, take pieces of
blubber or stinking fish, and suck and swallow it, both with avidity
and impuuity. This power of adaptation, however, is not without its
limit, and the more especially where the aliment is restricted to one
kind. Except in the instance of the nurture of the breast, some
variety is, in most cases, necessary.

A dog fed on white bread, wheat, and water, did not live more
than fifty days, although another dog, which was fed on brown sol-
dier's bread, did not suffer., Rabbits and guinea-pigs fed on either
wheat, oats, barley, cabbage, or carrots, died with all the signs of
inanition in fifteen days, while if the same substances were given
simultaneously or in succession, the animals lived without suffering
any ill effect.

An ass fed on dry rice, and afterwards on boiled rice, lived only
fifteen days.

Dogs fed with cheese alone, or with hard eggs, lived for a long
time, but became feeble and thin and lost their hair.

This, like all general rules, however, has its exceptions: a cock
was fed with boiled rice, for several months, with no ill conse-
quence.

“ After an animal has been fed for a long period on one kind of
aliment, which, if continued, will not support life, allowing him his
customary food will not then save him; he will eat eagerly, but dies

as soon as if’ he had continued to be restricted to the one article of
food which was first given.”

Note 6, page 7.

“ Even in the colder regions and within the aretic circles,” Cap-
tain Scoresby observed  its waters tingéd brown, as by a species of
minute animalculs, which, seeking light and heat near the surface
formed a living stratum, not more than a few feet in thickness, bu:

which covered a vast extent of the sea near the coasts of Green-
land."
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Note 11, page 8.

Different species of conferva and ulva have been found grow-
ing in boiling springs, by Forskal in Arabia, Barrow at the Cape of
Good Hope, and Hooker in Iceland, &e.

Note 12, page 8.

Several new microscopic forms of plants have been described
by Thienemann as existing in snow. Microscopic Journal, No. 2,
p. 25, from Valentin’s Repertorium, translated and communi-
cated by Dr. W. H. Willshire.

Of vezetation in the midst of intense cold, we have exam-
ples in a minute species of supposed alga, which, in some places,
reddens for miles the surface of the snow whereon it grows, as on
the coast of Greenland and other arctic countries,

It appears that there is doubt however, as to whether this is truly
a vegetable production,

According to the translation of a paper from Wiegman’s Archiv,
(Hefl. 1, 1840,) entitled ** On red and green Snow, by the late
Prof. Meyen; it appears that M. Ch. Martius, * * * is of opinion,
that the colouring matter of the red snow, Prolococcus nivalis, and
of green snow, P. Viridis, are one and the same plant, only in dif-
ferent stages of developement.”

¢ Prof. Meyen, however, considers it to be still a question, whe-
ther the colours of the snow are really produced by different states
of the same species; but he has no doubt but that the said so-called
Protocci belong, not to the vegetable but to the animal kingdom,
being true infusoria.” Microscopic Journal, vol. 1, p. 96.

The red appearance of snow, depending upon the Proto-
coccus nivalis, differs entirely from the red colour observed by
Captain Parry on some occasions, where the feet of his men or
the bottoms of the sledges left impressions on the snow. ¢ This
phenomenon was probably caused by a certain degree of trans-
parency, which the surface snow possessed, in consequence of
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la mouche apiforme vint se poser aupres de mol et nettoyer ses pe-
tites ailes dont nous étions réduits & envier la puissance!” De Luc,
Saussure, and Humbolt have seen insects at Leights greater than that
of the summit of Mont Blanc ; and the condor has been seen by the
latter, far above the highest peak of Chimborazo,where the barometer
would have sunk below ten inches.

NoTe 16, page 9.

Aceording to an incident detailed by Captain Scoresby, it might
be inferred that the sea is not unfavourable to marine life, at a depth
even much beyond the limit to which light is supposed to penetrate.
That author says, ** the line of the first fast boat had been for some
time at the bottom, and on its being hauled in, several fine specimens
of the beautiful species of star fish, asterias caput medus=, were
found clinging toit. The depth of water here was about 250 fathoms.”
These data, however, are liable to fallacy, and, as remarked by Dr.
Graves, * these specimens of star fish are described as being ex-
tremely beautiful ; that is to say, their colours were strongly marked
and of great brilliancy. Reasoning from analogy, it would ap-
pear to be very unlikely that such distinct and brilliant colours
could exist in these animals, if they had been born and spent their
lives at so great a depth from the surface as 250 fathoms.”

Biot, as quoted by Pouillet, speaks of fishes which usually live at a
depth of from five to six hundred fathoms, but there are not any
known species of fish without eyes, and the natural inference is that
they inhabit regions of light. Fish which are known to live at
great depths, are found to have extraordinarily large eyes, as,
for example, the pomatomus telescopium, found near the coast of
Nice.

De la Becke remarks, as a * curious fact,” that ¢ all the molusca
known to us have been found, with, perhaps, a few rare exceptions,
with living animals in them, in depths less than one hundred fa-
thoms.”

The curious result of Mr. Edwards’s experiments on tadpoles,
shewing that if they are entirely deprived of light, although nou-
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means considerable, would be exposed to a pressure of 1830 pounds on
the square inch. ®* * * ® We cannot conceive that the same animal
could live equally well near the surface and at a depth of 1000 fa-
thoms, more than we should consider that a man would feel himself
equally comfortable at small heights in the atmosphere and at an
elevation of 30,000 feet above the level of the sea;" thus, the whale
when harpooned, or when pursued by its enemies, (the narwhal and
sword fish,) dives to a vast depth; the sword fish not having the
power of following, awaits his return on the surface. On re-appearing,
(weakened by his deep descent, and the unnatural condition into
which he has been driven,) he falls an easy prey.

Captain Scoresby observes “ that, when attacked, the whale gene-
rally dives,” and that ‘“ when it descends to the depth of 800 fa-
thoms, which it is often known todo, ®* ® * the pressure of the wa-
ter on the body at this depth, must, sometimes, exceed the weight of
sixty of the largest ships of the British Navy when manned, provi-
sioned, and fitted out for a six months' cruize,"

Nors 17, page 9.

Upon the supposition that light is essential to life, then are we
presented with the awful contemplation of a great deep of waters,
 where the eye of the imagination can only picture to itself a black
and desolate mass of fluid, "uninhabited and uninhabitable, abiding the
lapse, not only of age after age, but of centuries succeeding centu-
ries, in cheerless and unbroken solitude, which no sound pervades,
no ray penetrates, and in which no being stirs.

Norte 18, page 9.

Amongst some curious and highly interesting examples of mi-
croscopic parasites recorded in the “ Microscopic Journal,” is that of
the growth of fungi in the pustules of porrigo lupinosa seen by Schiin-

lein. Translated and communicated by Dr. W, H., Wilshire, No. 2,
p- 25.

There isalso, in the same Journal, an interesting abstract on mete-
E
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the great Indian Delta or Sunderbunds in every possible direction.
This check keeps the plains of Bengal overflowed from the latter
end of July till the middle of October, during which period, noted
cities, populous villages, exalted mosques, and stupendous pagodas
are seen just above the level of this temporary ocean, surrounded by
innumerable boats, now the habitations of domesticated animals.
At this time vessels, even of 100 tons, are beheld traversing the
country in various routes, wafted by a breeze that seldom shifts more
than a point or two from south. The depth of water during the in-
undation varies from ten to thirty feet, according to the undulations
of the ground.” Ibid.

Norr 21, page 17.

According to a table formed by Dr. Clark, the average thermo-
metrical heat, on board the Talbot indiaman, in Madras roads, from
the 24th July to the 23rd August, 1771, was 91°, on some occasions
itrose to 96°. Clark on Long Voyages, page 56. The author ef
 The Influence of Tropical Climates on European Constituticns,”
remarks that he has seen the thermometer stand at 105¢ Fahrenheit,
at midnight, and that too on board a ship riding at anchor in Masoo-
lipatam Roads.

Nore 22, page 17. -

Mr. Curtis, speaking of the coast of Coromandel, says, * Except
for two or three weeks about the shifting of the monsoons, especially
that which happens about the month of October, a shower of rain or
8 breeze are almost unknown; scarce ever a haze or cloud appears
upon the horizon to mitigate the dazzling ardour of an almost verti-
cal sun, and the thermometer, through the whole twenty-four hours,

seldom or never points under 80° of Fahrenheit, but generally far
above it.”
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The mode of laying out streets and of buflding, althongh still very
defective, has greatly improved since the great fire of London, 1666.
The streets were narrow, crooked, and terminating often at right an-
gles in other narrow streets, the houses of which were continuous on
the side opposite to the junction, thus presenting a hindrance to ven=
tilation. Narrow allies and cul-de-sac courts were common. The
houses built of wood were of confined size; the windows small, ceil-
ings low, and it was usual for each story to overhang that beneath
it, thus almost closing the upper part of the street. ~As most things
are relative, we may judge of the low grade of domestic comforts and
cleanliness in the dwellings of the poor, by the moderate degree of
advancement in luxuries, and niceties observed in those of the rich,
According to Hearner, referred to by Heberden, the floor of the pre-
sence chamber of Queen Elizabeth, in Greenwich Palace, instead
of being covered with a carpet, was strewed with hay.

In the second series of © Nash’s Mansions of England in the
Olden Time,” (view—Hardwicke, Derbyshire,”) is a fine represen-
tation of the Presence Chamber: # at the end of the room is repre-
sented the canopy or cloth of state, under which the noble owner sat
to receive his guests on great occasions; in preparation for such a
visit, the servants are represented strewing rushes over the earth
floor, under the superintendance of the steward.”

How futile were the means formerly used, as “ firing of guns,”
and making “ numerous fires in the towns infected,” (by which lat-
ter means it is said Hippocrates preserved Greece from a plague
which was entering into it from Ethiopia, (Galen de Theriae, cap. 16.)
we are well aware, Of the futility of burning fires; we have an edi-
fying example recorded by Dr. Hodges. * Fires were kindled in
all the streets, but, alas, the controversie was soon decided, for be-
fore the three days were quite expired, the heavens both mourned so
many funerals and wept for the fatal mistake, so as to extinguish
even the fires with their showers * * ® #* * and the most fatal night
ensued, wherein more than 4000 expired. Loimologia, p. 20,
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Nore 28, page 24.

Althongh, after the year 1679, the plague ceased to appear, the
name of plague was still retained in the catalogue of * Diseases
and Casualties,” until 1704, but, happily, it is found during the
whole of that period with the arithmetical cypher (0) in the column

of numbers.
In 1705 the name was finally omitted, and 162 years have now

elapsed, providentially, without occasion for its being used. :

During the last nine years in which cases of plague occurred, the
highest number during any one year was five. In three of tbe
years there were two only in each year, and, in two of these in-
stances, the cases were in different parishes. Inone year there was’
one case only. The total number from 1601 to 1769 inclusive, was
188,571.

Notwithstanding the vastness of these devastations amongst the
people of London, they were quickly replaced by fresh supplies from
the country. ¢ The high notion which country traders hold of the
wealth of London, carries them with wings thither upon the first
news of the ceasing of the plague, and of vacancies wanting to be
filled in this metropolis, at the same time the new demand for com-
mon manufacturers and labourers, to replace those who have been
destroyed, brings a vast conflux of these people to London, of all
which some few, especially of the traders, being married, are fol-
lowed by their wives and children : and others, of all sorts, secing
opportunities of settling in constant livelihoods, immediately marry
and take possession of the deserted shops and stalls of their prede-
cessors.” Observations Political and Natural, by Corbyn' Morris,
p- 90.

‘& & & After the plague in London, in 1603, (which carried off
30,661,) the old amount of married adults was completely replaced
there long before the end of the first year after.” Ibid. p. 01.
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example, 12, were put into his hand to indicate the number of miles
that the place was distant, and he rapidly named places by guess
until he mentioned the right. Shert words and words in constant
use, as yes, no, &c., were indicated by touching him on different
parts, as the face or arms or chest; his truly lamentable and cheer-
less condition, however, induced a state of despondency, under

which he unhappily died by his own hand.

Nore 32, page 30.

In addition to the ordinary pleas in bar of execution, we may re-
collect that in cases of punishment, whether civil or military, the
responsilulity of remitting or of inflicting punishment, is cast upon a
member of the medical profession, whose duty it is, in the army, in
the navy, and in prisons, to watch the progress and to judge of the ef-
fect of the infliction upon the constitution.

NoTe 33, page 33.

However little reason there may be for considering that secret
poisoning is had recourse to in this country, it, nevertheless, may be
in accordance with a sound, rather than with a partial view of that
subject, not to overlook the admirable remark of Dr. Dunean, jun.,
that it is not because we know less but because we know a great
deal more than our ancestors, that the art of secret poisoning seems
to be lost.”

Note 34, page 34.

The deaths by poisoning, according to the report referred to,
were :—

In Lincolnshive—total, 46; of these 25 were by opium or by
opiates ; of the 25, 11 were children.

In Nottinghamshire—total, 20 ; of these 16 were by opium or by
opiates; of the 16, 13 weré children, ;
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In suits at law, where the terms of contract for any building or
buildings, machinery, or other works, may appear not to have been
fulfilled, engineers, architects, and mechanics are consulted, and
none presume to decide on the quality of materials, the mode of
their combination, their relative strength, or the cause of their
Juilure, without the skill and experience of men PRacTIiCALLY ac=-
quainted with each particular and individual department.

We frequently have, in the course of legal proceedings, plain,
practical examples, of the necessity of experienced witnesses where
accurate discrimination is required, even in reference to investiga-
tions that appear simple and easy, and plain proofs of the just
views entertained and acted upon on such occasions.

At the examination of Richard Gould, alias Arthur Nicholson,
John Jarvis, and Mary Ann Jarvis, at the Police Office in Hatton
Garden, before Mr. Coombe, Mr. M‘William, and numerous other
magistrates, for the murder of Mr. Templeman of Pocock's Fields,
Islington, it became desirable that a piece of wood should be iden-
tified by comparison with another piece, from which it had been cut
by a saw; one of the magistrates examined it, but could not give a
decided opinion upon it. Mr. Coombe suggested that it should be
examined by some furner or tradesman who could give a decided
opinion,

Note 36, page 35.

In the important and extremely interesting case of Sir Theodo-
sious Boughton, the means of strengthening the evidence by post
mortem examination was lost, as is exemplified in the following ab-
stract of answers returned in the course of the trial, by medical
witnesses, amongst whom was the celebrated John Hunter, whose
testimony throughout is practical, and logical, and given with his
characteristic clearness, fidelity, and conscientious caution,

Dr. Rattray.

gk ise 1
Q. Are ;{m'l, from those appearances, confirmed or otherwise in
the opinion you have given ?






61

course of justice delay is a fatal stumbling block, to the criminal it
is a protective boon.

Our ancestors appear to have been guided by a sound discretion in
the laws they enacted to prevent (on the part of the coroner and
others, in holding, or causing to be holden inquests,) such delays as
might afford time for the changes consequent upon decomposition,
laws which recognise the principle that every opportunity should be
embraced to derive, from inspection of the body, externally and in-
ternally, all the evidence that it can possibly supply. * In truth the
body is part of the evidence before the jury,” so much so that if
the jury “see it before and not after they are sworn, a material
part of the evidence is given when the jury are not upon oath.”
Jerv. 28.

In accordance with this principle, and the laws founded upon it,
¢ It is the duty of those in whose houses violent or unnatural deaths
occur, to make immediate communication whilst the body is fresh,”
&ec. Salk.377. 1 E. P.C. 378,

¢ A jailer or township may be indicted for a misdemeanour, or
amersed, if a body, upon which an inquest ought to be taken, be
suffered to lie so long that it putrefy before the coroner can view it.”
Salk. 377. T Mod. 10. 2 Hawk. P. C. c. 9, 5. 23.

¢ If the body be not found, or have lain so long before the view,
that no information can be obtained from the inspection of it, the
inquest ought not to be taken by thé coroner, unless he have a spe-
cial commission,” &c. 5 Rep. 110. 2 R. Abr. 96. The inquiry
ceases, ““in such cases,” to be within the coroner’s jurisdiction, and
¢ application should be made to the magistrates or justices authorized
to inquire of felonies, &c., who, without viewing the body shall take
the inquest by the testimony of witnesses.” 5 Rep. 110. 2 R.
Abr. 96.

‘ Indeed it would seem that coroners may be amersed for taking
up a body that has been buried so long, that, from its state of de-
composition, no information can result from the view.” 2 Levy,
140.

So essential is it that the inquisition should be taken while the body
i in a condition to furnish evidence that, in the event of its not being
so taken, the inquisition is regarded by the law, in effect, as having
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Chad, 3 Dougl. 159. # So the opinion of a ship-builder, on a
question of sea-worthiness.” Thornton v. Roy. Exch. Ass. Co.
Peake N. P. C. 25, Chapman v, Walton, 10 Bingh. 57.

It is required, also, that the proceedings of every inquest shall
appear in the record of such inquest. ¢ By Stat. 7 Geo. 4, c. 64,
s. 4, coroners are bound to reduce to writing the evidence given to
the jury before them, or so much thereof as shall be material; to
certify and subscribe thesame.” Jerv. 66.

So jealous is the law on the subject, that even “ that statute, ac-
cording to the commentary of a very learned author, did not autho-
rize the coroner to put down his own conceptions of the evidence,
* * ¢ hut contemplated that the examination of the witnesses
should be taken down with the greatest possible accuracy, as to all
material points of the inquiry.” Jerv. 31.

Still less does the law contemplate that the coroner shall commit
the anomoly of giving evidence himself, or of supplying remarks

Jounded on the fucts of the case, and calculated to have the effect of
evidence on the possible issue of the inquisition, yet exempt from the
salutary laws to which legitimate evidence is amenable ; as the or-
deal of counter testimony, and of cross-examination, by the coroner,
and jury at least, if not by interested persons and by counsel,—a
point in the law of evidence, (notwithstanding the general practice,)
which, to use the words of a high legal authority, *“may, when the
question arises, be a matter of very grave and serious consideration.”
Roscoe’s Dig. 53. 2 Stark. Ev. 278, 2nd edit. 2 Russ. 661.

The duties of the jury, and of the coroner indeed, have been, by
legal authorities, very carefully and properly defined. ¢ The jury
are to investigate and determine upon their oaths all the circums-
stances connected with the death of the party, * ®* * and are for
this purpose to receive evidence necessary to establish the fact.”
Jerv.228. ¢ They are neither to expect, nor should they be bound
by, any specific or direct opinion of the coroner upon the whole of
the case, except so far as regards the verdict.” Jerv. 225. ¢ The
verdict should be compounded of the facts as detailed to the jury by
witnesses, and the law as stated to them by the court.” Jerv. 296.
“ Ad questionem facti, non respondent judices; ad questionem legis,
non respondent juratores.” Vaugh. Rep. 160.

It is not sufficient that the coroner should abstain from directing
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With reference to the first, I would say that where death may have
occurred under circumstan:es., apart from obvious eauses, the instan ces
in which the assistance of the medical jurist would not further, if it did
not actually perfect the ends of the investigation, are so few as to con-
stitute extraordinaryand rare exceptions tothegeneral rule. Itisneces-
sary that we should recollect notonly thatwhen a medical question arises,
it can be answered only by a medical witness; but that questions may
and often do arise, where there is no ebvious medieal connection with
the subject of inquiry, in which the a:-démry Jurist sees no point, no
discrepancy, no contradiction, between statements that may occur in
evidence, and the known laws of the animal economy, of physiology,
of pathology, and of post mortem phenomena; while the medical ju-
rist is capable of perceiving at once, in the connection or the ano-
maly, as the case may be, a clue which properly followed out, may
lead to the most unexpected and conclusive results. None but the
medical jurist can accurately determine the weight of evidence ad-
duced : whether, for example, that which may be stated to be the man-
ner of the persons dying, corresponds with that which may be assigned
as the cause of death: whether the time, at which death may be said to
have taken place, corresponds with the circumstances under which
it is represented to have taken place; and whether the state of the
body 1s such as would be the result of death occurring under such cir-
cumstances, and with such symptoms as may have been described.
Upon this principle weare I think warranted in doubting, whether in
any case, where the cause of death is not evident, the inquisition can
be conducted to its legitimate end, in the absence of that experience
and knowledge which is possessed only by members of the medical
profession, and which the summons of the coroner can at all times
command.

With reference to the question of economy, as a motive for dis-
pensing with any aid that might be useful in an investigation at once
so delicate, and so important, two observations appear to apply :—

1st. That such immediate saving as might acerue is not true eco-
nomy, or, in other words, although a saving in individual instances
is not a saving in the aggregate.

2ndly. That, although it were true economy, and had the effeet of
diminishing the aggregate expense of inquests through a series of
years, it would be mistaken and unsound in principle.

F
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full and effectnal exercise of the high and important functions of the
Coroner's Court.

It is too probable, that impediments must be the consequence of
whatever tends to produce in the mind of the coroner apprehensions
lest he should be exposed upon slight grounds, and upon mere primd
Jfucie appearances, to harsh, suspicious, and painful accusations, In
the instance referred to, a comparison apparently invidious, became
unfortunately, the only means by which the imputation could be
refuted; but to what more unsound, more disparaging, or more de-
grading alternative can the office of coroner be reduced, than that
of an unscemly competition, having for its baren object no worthier
aim, than a penurious administration of its pecuniary resources;—
a minimum sum total of annual expense, under the specious, but
false appellation of economy.

To revert to the subject of economy in relation to particular items
of expenditure, as for example the aids of scientific knowledge, whe-
ther we regard the application of that already possessed, or the im-
provement of such knowledge, with a view to its being rendered more
perfect, and more available, in either case, the benefit is a public one,
nor does it appear to be otherwise than in accordance with the
soundest policy, and the strictest equity, that the coroner should not be
required to repudiate advantages, either present or prospective, from
the mere fear of incurring an insignificant public cost,

This is not a question of whether any exclusive branch of science,
limited in its application, shall be advanced at the public expense, but
whether a branch of knowledge devoted to public objects, available
to important public uses, and auxiliary to the ends of an institu-
tion, venerable from the antiquity of its origin and from the salutary
nature of its objects, may not justly claim a participation in public
support.

These are topies in the consideration of which no feelings of pecu-
niary interests, whether public or private should be allowed to exer-
cise their influence ; the decision of what measure to adopt, or what
to reject, should have no other advocacy than its own intrinsic me-
rit, and its tendency to facilitate the attainment of indubitable truth
and the sacred ends of justice. That economy indeed, which looks
to an estimate of costs, in comparison with the preservation of hu-
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the vomiting previous to death having continued many hours; * but,
eventually, Coates, the husband, was taken into custody.—Lancet,
1828-20, vol. ii, p. 433.

Elizabeth Standring was attacked with symptoms of severe indis-
position which continued until she died; during her illness she stated
that * she was quite well before her futher hud given her some medicine
that morning.” The father said ** he had only given her some jalap
and treacle which he was in the habit of doing.”"—* By the death of
his daughter the father was entitled to receive several sums of mo-
ney from burial societies of which she was a member.” An inquest
was held but no medical man was called in to give his opinion on the
case, and the verdict retwrned was “ natural death."” Some suspi-
cious circumstances, together with the father with all his family
having left the town, led to the disinterment of the body six weeks
after the death, a magistrate’s warrant having been obtained to ex-
hume the body. By post mortem examination, with the necessary
chemical tests, the presence of arsenic was put beyond doubt.—Lan-
cet, 38-39, vol. i, p. 103.

Note 39, page 37.

During the first 50 years of the existence of the Royal Humane
Society—* Upwards of 5000 individuals have been rescued by its
direct agency, in the neighbourhood of the metropolis alone, from
premature death.” 51st Annual Report of the Royal Humane So-
ciety.

During the past year—* there have been 214 cases brought under
the notice of the society, 200 of which were successful.”—67th An-

nual Report of the Royal Humane Society.

Norte 40, page 37.

“ About the middle of the last century,” the penetrating genius
of Dr. J. Fothergill” * * # Jed him to perceive “ the fallacy and
dubiousness of the received criteria of dissolution;” and, in a paper
which he addressed to the Royal Society, he maintained, as the result
of his inquiries, ¢ the possibility of saving many lives without risking
anything,” and ‘ propounded a most important theory, though the
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The medals were adjudicated accordingly, at a meeting of the
Council of the Medical Society of London, held at the society’s house
in Bolt Court, Fleet Street, on the 26th day of Mareh, 1788

The immediate origin of the Royal Humane Society, offers a
noble illustration of devotion to the cause of medicine and of hu-
manity, in the generous zeal of Dr. Hawes. “ Finding that a strong
general prejudice existed against the practicability of resuscitation,
# # # he determined to demonstrate it.  With this view he publicly
offered rewards to persons who, between London and Westminster
Bridges, should, within a certain period from the occurrence of an
accident, rescue the bodies of drowned persons, and bring them to
places appointed on shore for their reception, in order that the means
of resuscitation might be tried. At these places he and his friends
restored several lives. During a whole year, Dr. Hawes continued
to pay these rewards himself. At the end of this period, Dr. Cogan
(by whom the Memoirs of the Dutch Humane Society were trans-
lated into English,) * represented to him the injury his private fortune
must sustain by such continued expenses, and kindly offered to unite
with him for the formation of the Humane Society, which at first
consisted of thirty-two individuals.” Fifty-first Report. These were
Drs. Hawes and Cogan, and their private friends, of whom siz were
clergymen,—

Rev. Mr. Boullier;  Rev. Mr. Snowden; Rev. Rich, Harrison;
Rev. Dr. Jeflries; Rev. Dr. Tower; Rev. Mr. Van Essen.

*The gentlemen present who assisted in the adjudication, were—
Mr. Wadd, Chairman.

Dr. Lettsom, Dr., Sims, Dr. Hart Myers, Dr. Squire, Mr. Ridout,

Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hill Hooper, Mr. Chamberlaine, Mr. Jackson,

Mr. Dymond, Mr. Hurlock, Dr. Bancroft, Dr. Dennison, Mr.
Church, Mr. Clough, Dr. Pendergast, and Mr. Parkinson.

FINIS.

DAVIDSON, PRINTER, SERLE's PLACE, CAWEY STREET, LONDON,












