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4 ON SOME RESULTS OF

of the honours awarded to Physicians, (for
those distinctions are more limited and rare
in our profession than in either of the
kindred ones). No—1I contemplate the
moral influence which the cure of the ills
of the body has upon the minds of patients.
I allude to that deference to the Physician’s -
judgment, on other subjects, which follows
his successful exercise of it over pain and
sickness—to that gratitude and attachment,
which is the sweetest reward of our anxious
and laborious life.

It is your peculiar privilege, my Brethren,
in the daily exercise of your calling, to go
about doing good; and, from the moment
you have made choice of your profession,
it ought to be a gratification and an encou-
ragement to you to recollect, that the great
Author of our Salvation first conciliated

the attention and good-will of the multi-
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tudes which followed him, by healing their
sick. This first disclosure of His miracu-
lous power was, indeed, followed by a still
more awful manifestation of it, by raising
the dead,—a display well calculated to
awaken the whole world to His Message of
Mercy.

Nor is it possible to find a happier
moment to create and establish a confi-
dence ‘and a regard in the heart of the
sick person, and of those who are attached
to him, than this, in which his own hopes
and fears, and those of his friends, hang
upon the Physician’s counsel and his deei-
sion. It has been remarked, by an able
Divine,* ¢ that a state of affliction is a
school of humility,”—a remark which ap-
plies with equal truth to the maladies of

* By the Rev Dr. Jortin,
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SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 9

Homer, strongly expressive of the attach-
ment and respect of the Grecian heroes to
their medical attendants; and several in-
stances in. the life of Hippocrates demon-
strative of the regard and admiration of his
countrymen. Qur own times furnish me
with a striking example of the deference
paid to a Physician by the highest Po-
tentates. ~ When Dr. Jenner first promul-
gated the protective influence of vaccination
against the danger of small-pox, the king
of Spain fitted out an expedition to carry
the vaccine matter to every part of his
transmarine dominions; and after having
left the valuable material at the Canary
Islands, the Caraccas, and all the provinces
of South America, the director of the expedi-
tion resolved to carry the preservative to the
remotest part of Asia, and having stopped
at Acapulco, and the Philippine Islands,
A3
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SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE OF PHYSIC, 11

This detail may be considered perhaps as
affording evidence rather of the confidence
of these Sovereigns in the merit of the new
invaluable resource, than of their personal
respect and deference to Dr. Jenner. But it
is true that Bonaparte, in the plenitude of
his power, accorded their freedom from bond-
age to no less than nine captives, severally,
at the request of Dr. Jenner, a homage to the
benevolent author of so important a disco-
very; and that the Emperor of Austria and
the King of Spain paid equal attention to
Dr. Jenner’s intercession in behalf of indi-
viduals who were detained in their dominions.

But the anecdote most flattering to the
medical profession which I would recal to
your remembrance is, the occasion of the
first establishment of the East India Com-
pany’s power on the coast of Coromandel,

which was procured by the favour of the



I2 ON SOME RESULTS OF

Great Mogul to one of our profession, Ga-
briel Boughton, of the ship Hopeful, in gra-
titude for his efficient help in a case of great
distress to the monarch. It seems that in
the year 1636 (a very early period of our
direct intercourse with India, after the Por-
tuguese had discovered the passage thither
by the Cape of Good Hope) one of the Prin-
cesses of the Great Mogul’s family had been
burnt dreadfully, by accident, and that a
messenger was sent to Surat, where foreign
traders resorted, to desire the assistance of
one of the English surgeons there, for they
had acquired a great reputation amongst the
natives for their skill in the cure of diseases.
Gabriel Boughton proceeded forthwith to
Delhi, and was suecessful in performing a
cure ; on which the Great Mogul’s Minister
asked him what his Master could do for him

to manifest his gratitude for so important a
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service? Gabriel answered, with a disin-
terestedness, a generosity,a patriotism beyond
my praise, ¢ Let my nation trade with yours.”
“Beitso.” Aportion ofthe coast was marked
out for the future resort of English ships,
and all duties were compromised for a small
sum of money.* A better station, it is true,
was selected at the mouth of the Hoogley
river some twenty years afterwards, and
Calcutta was built ; but /fere was the first
establishment of our power. Here did the
civilization of that vast continent begin—
from hence the blessed light of the Gospel
may have been first promulgated ‘amongst
a hundred millions of native idolaters, since
subjected to the control of British power, and

made partakers of our enlightened comforts.

* On the payment of three thousand rupees, a govern-
ment license for an unlimited trade without payment of

customs in the richest province of India was accorded,—
Miils British India, vol. i. p, 70.
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This happy result of the successful inter-
position of one of our medical brethren sug-
gests a question to my mind of the expediency
of educating missionaries, who are to be sent
to the rude uninformed population of distant
countries to propagate the Gospel, in the me-
dical art, as the earliest object of their stu-
dies, in order that they make themselves
more acceptable than if they presented them-
selves professedly to teach a new religion.
I propound this question with great diffi-
dence, particularly in the presence of that
part of my audience with whom it may rest
to direct the preliminary education of this
useful body of men; but I know that the
candour of these venerable characters is
equal to their high dignity, and that they
will receive my suggestions in good part,
and feel assured that I mean that these mis-

sionaries should carry the Gospel in themw
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: 16 ON SOME RESULTS OF

to three hundred millions more of the inha-
bitants of our globe, in process of time.
The Chinese received vaccination kindly ;
and when a small English tract, written ex-
pressly to recommend that process, had been
translated into their language by Sir George
Staunton, though strenuously opposed to
every innovation, on all occasions, they not
only submitted to receive this new practice,
but actually raised a considerable subscrip-
tion to assist in diffusing it throughout
their vast empire ; and since that time they
have allowed missionaries from America to
establish an ophthalmic institution, and also
a general dispensary for the supply of Eu-
ropean medicines and advice to the sick
poor. I will read a part of a letter from
Canton, dated the 2nd of April, 1837, from
the Rev. Mr. Gutzlaff, a member of the

American Medical Missionary Society there,
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in which he says, ¢ I humbly hope that the
Association will prove a great blessing to
this country. Dr. Parker continues to ope-
rate most atonishing cures, and other Phy-
sicians have already arrived at Sincapore.”
By endeavouring to benefit both the body
and the soul, some favourable impression, it
is to be expected, will be made on the minds
of this people.

Undoubtedly the Chinese practice of
physic is so meagre, and inadequate to

* meet and control the * ills which flesh is

heir to,” as to give an easy superiority to
the commonest pretensions of European
knowledge. You will agree with me in
this opinion, when I tell you what their
physiology and pathology is, and what are
their resources under disease, which I am
enabled to do by the kindness of the Right

Honourable Sir Alexander Johnstone, who
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put into my hands a MS., since printed in
the ¢ Asiatic Journal,” giving, from the best
authority, a full account of the practice of
physic in China.

It seems that they know nothing of the
doctrine of the circulation of the blood.
They believe that the human body is com-
posed of five elements—water, ﬁré, wood,
metal, and earth; that as long as the
equilibrium between these elements is main-
tained, people enjoy health ; as soon as one
predominates, sickness ensues—that all dis-
eases arise from disturbing the equilibrium
‘of these parts, and that the art of healing
consists in restoring their muttal relation.
They know nothing whatever of chemistry
—there is not even a name for it in their
language. Their medicines are almost all
vegetable, and the Ginseng root their pa-
nacea. Detesting the sight of blood, the
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abstraction of it, by whatever means, is al-
most or altogether unknown amongst them;
and their utter aversion to any surgical ope-
ration reduces them to the necessity of de-
pending upon the inefficiency of internal re-
medies in surgical cases. The employment
of the moxa and acupunctuation can hardly
be considered as exceptions to this general
interdict.

So long as the erroneous opinion prevails
with them that everything ancient is ex-
cellent, and superior to recent inventions,
they must necessarily remain in their pre-
sent state of ignorance, and the most useful
sciences will be rejected. Not that we can
expect the Chinese to grasp with eagerness
at our imprﬂvemenis, yet the cure of dis-
cases, set down at once as fatal, in their
experience, must be likely to facilitate the

introduction of our knowledge, and add most
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humanely to their comfort and civilization,
and not to their temporal happiness only,
but to their future felicity, by the introduc-

tion of the Holy Seriptures amongst them,
by this avenue.

With those who practise upon such a
system of physic zs I have detailed, if sys-
tem it can be called, is it possible that the
acquired knowledge of his profession in an
English medical practitioner should come
into competition, without the greatest ad-
vantage in his favour? Is it possible that
his knowledge of anatomy, by which he
is enabled to detect the seat of disease ; his
acquaintance with chemistry, and all other
resources of his art, by which he adminis-
ters effectually to maladies within the reach
of human skill, should not give his patients
and those who surround them a greater

confidence in his judgment, than in that
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of a feeble native practitioner ? Be it under-
stood, huwevér, that I do not claim your
acknowledgment of his superiority for an
Englishman of superficial knowledge only.
In our profession a little knowledge may be
a dangerous possession. And it is on this
conviction that I humbly propose that those
who are to be educated to become Mission-
aries, after having had their minds tho-
roughly imbued with moral and religious
principles in their first scholastic discipline,
shall then attend to anatomy and chemistry,
and other courses of medical lectures, and
for a certain time frequent some one of the
great hospitals, so as to qualify themselves
to practise physic and surgery, as if théy
were to prosecute our profession as their
means of living.

With minds so exercised, men are surely

not ill prepared to receive and weigh well

&
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