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Army Medical Board Office,
3rd May, 1819.

SIR;

WE have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo,
inclosing a note from Sir William Adams, with
the Report accompanying it, detailing the Cases
of all the Pensioners who have been treated in
the Ophthalmic Institution, under various dis-
eases of the Eye; and conveying the command
of the Commander in Chief, that this statement
may be compared with the minutes of the Offi-
cers of this department, as well as with those of
the Medical Officers of the Chelsea Hospital,
who have from time to time attended at the
examinations of those patients, and a Report
made upon the subject for His Royal Highness’s
information.

In obedience to His Royal Highness’s com-
mands we have the honour to submit the requir-
ed Report;a nd, referring to the several reports
which were transmitted after those respective
examinations, as likewise to the Letter we had
the honour of addressing to you on the 24th
of March, 1818, when it had been proposed to
order all the invalids in Hospital at Chatham,
to be mspe::ted by an Asmstant of Sir William
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Adams, for the purpose of selecting those la-
bouring under Diseases of the Eye, for treat-
ment by Sir William Adams, at the York
Hospital, we beg leave to offer a few re-
marks upon the result of Sir William Adams’s
practice, |

It appears to us that his treatment of dis-
cases of the Eye may be divided into two
classes.

1st.—Operations for Cataract and Artificial
Pupil. | |

2nd.—Treatment of Opacities of the Cornea,
and Granulations of the Lids.

He has performed operations for Artificial
Pupil and for Cataract, the results of which
operations are noted in a table at the foot of
the report. |

Without intending to undervalue the opera-
tive talents of Sir William Adams, we feel it
to be our duty to observe, that we cannot con-
sider him to have succeeded in a larger propor-
tion than might be fairly expected from many
Surgeons and Oculists in civil life; or from those
Surgeons of the British Army who have turned
their attention to operations for the relief of
Diseases of the Eyes; we firmly believe, that
had these patients been treated in the General
Hospital at Chatham, or in either of the Pub-
lic Infirmaries in the metropolis, or at many
others in the country, the results would have
been, at least, equally favourable.

1'
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In regard to Sir Willram Adams’s treatment
of Chronic Diseases of the Eyes; such as Opa-
cities of the Cornea; or the granular- state of
the membrane lining the Eyelids; after having
given much attention to the subject, and after
having compared the results of his practice
with that of the General Hospital at Chatham,
and with the Army of Occupation in France,
we are unable to discaver that he has adopted
a more successful mode of treatment than other
persons ; on the contrary, we consider his prac-
tice to have been in the main unsuccessful, and
we have little doubt that, if a certain numbher
of cases of Chronic Ophthalmia, and particu-
larly Opacities of the Cornea and Granulations
of the Lids were to be placed under Sir William
Adams, and an equal number of similar cases
under the charge of Medical Officers of the
Army, that the Medical Officers of the Army
would cure, or benefit, a larger proportion of
them than Sir William Adams. This opinion
is not meant to imply any disparagement of
this Gentleman,—it arises from the superior
experience of the Medical Officers of the Army
in these diseases. It may also be attributed to
another cause, which is, they can give the whole
of their time and their undivided attention to
public duties, while an oculist, employed in
extensive practice 1n civil life, ca = afiord only
a small portion of his time; and the operations
for the successful treatment of these cases is tedi-
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ous ; and the applications require caution and
care.

Indeed Sir William Adams seems to have
been aware of the benefit he might derive from
the experience and skill of the Medical Officers
of the Army ; for, immediately after this duty
was assigned him, he solicited from The Se-
cretary at War, and obtained the aid of a
Staff Surgeon of much talent and great
experience.

In some former Reports we expressed doubts
how far the amendment in the vision of several
of those persons who had been treated by Sir
William Adams would be permanent; and we
were induced to entertain these doubts, in con-
sequence of having learnt, by experience, that
whenever soldiers have suffered repeated attacks
of Ophthalmia, and particularly when the Cor-
nea has become opaque, or the Conjunctiva
lining the Eye-lids has become granular; al-
though, by good air, proper diet, restriction
from intemperance, and judicious medical
treatment, the vision may be much improved;
yet, after being discharged, if the patient be
guilty of intemperance, or be exposed to cold
winds, or damp or cold weather, a relapse will
almost certainly take place. We are concerned
to add that the results of some re-examinations
of the Eyes of men who were lately under
treatment by Sir William Adams, made by
Medical Officers of professional skill and expe-
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rience, since these men have returned to Scot-
land have proved our doubt to be well-founded.

We therefore beg leave to suggest that all the
out-pensioners who have been under treatment
by him at York Hospital, and hitherto not seen,
may be re-examined by a competent board, and
a report made on their present state.

If our view of the subject be correct, the
utinost that has been accomplished by Sir Wil-
liam Adams is that, by means of certain opera-
tions long known and practised, but which
never can render one man fit for military service,
some out-pensioners have had their vision im-
proved. Should it be the intention of Govern-
~ ment to continue to afford this humane aid to
blind pensioners ; it appears to us it may be
effected at much less expence to the public, and
with less trouble and inconvenience to the out-
pensioners, if a ward or wards were appropri-
~ated for their admission in the General Hospi-
tal at Fort Pitt, or at the Detachment Hospital
at the Isle of Wight, and at Edinburgh; at
each of which places a medical officer is retained
quite as competent as Sir William Adams to
perform all operations for the Eyes.

We trust we shall neither be deemed to out-
step the bounds of our professional duties, nor
of decorum, if we suggest that medical aid
ought equally to be extended to other out-pen-
sioners, who, perhaps, have an equal claim to
the compassion and bounty of the country.




- fering under other complaints, particularly to
-mien discharged on account of wounds received
_in action, or for broken down constitutions in-

. duced in consequence of disease contracted on
service in unhealthy climates. Awmong the
wounded will be found many whose wounds
‘have broken out since they were discharged,
either from injuries to the bones or other causes,
-and who, from the tedious. and painful process
.of exfoliation of bone, which often continues |
_many years, must suffer considerable painand
-inconvenience, and often require the aid of an 4
4

&
We allude principally to these who are suf-
|
|

experienced and skilful surgeon with a better
~diet than their scanty means can procure. -

It having been promuigated, that new and
_suecessful modes for the treatment of Diseases
-of the Lyes had been discovered by Sir William

Adams,whichwereto beevinced in the treatment
.of out-pensionersplaced underhiscare in Decem-
~ber, 1817, and to witness which Medical Offi-

cers of the Army were invited to attend.—We,
although experience had taught us to doubt the
.promises of [edical Men professing to possess
secrets, anxiously waited the display of this
treatment ; and many Medical Officers attended
his operations ; but, as far as we have been able
‘to learn, the operations performed were such as
- have been taught at public lectures, described
“in books (both English and Foreign) and prac-
tised in public hospitals, more Partic'_ula_rl y of
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late years at the Infirmaries for Diseases of the
Fyes.

It is true, that in-the year 1812, in an inter-
view with the members of the Army Medical
Board, Sir William Adams did impart, as a se-
cret; the removal of the granulations of the con-
janctiva, lining the eye-lid by the knife; which
he then considered as an improvement on the
praetice of Mr. Saunders, the late Surgeon of
‘the Eye Infirmary, in Charterhouse Square, who
had recommended their removal by the scissars.
We shall not here enguire which of these modes
is most advantageous, but may observe, that
so far as we can learn, he has used this mode of
- treatment in very few cases of the men now
reported upon. But we are, however, of opi-
nion, that this mode, although by no means so
generally successful as Sir William Adams once
r{ﬁpreselnted it to be, is, when judiciously per-
formed, frequently eminently useful ; but it is
a tedious, and not very easy operation, and re-
quires great care and caution in the perform-

ance. '

It appears fo us, that the desertions have
been unusually numerous ; which may probably
in part be attributable to the inexperience of
Sir William Adams, of the habits and feelings
of soldiers, and in part to their dislike to sub-
mit to hazardous and painful operations at the
discretion and on the judgment of one person = it
being the invariable rule and positive orders of
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His Royal Highness The Commander in Chief,
that no operation shall be performed without a
consultation. Under the impression that this
regulation 1s highly proper, we cannot refrain
from submitting it as our opinien, that in future
Sir William Adams should be restricted from
performing any operation without previous
consultation.

We observe in Page 1 of the Appendix to his
Report, Sir William Adams states, that he pro-
posed 1n 1810 to Sir David Dundas, the forma-
tion of an Institution for the exclusive Treat-
ment of Pensioners dismissed the Army, blind,
from Egyptian Ophthalmia, asserting that ma-
ny men might thereby be restored to the service,
and large sums of money annually expended in
pensions be saved to the country.

We cannot consider this assertion as being
borne out by the results of his treament, either
in the cases now reported upon, or in those
placed undeér his care in 1812, 1813 and 1814.
~ We are not aware that any of these persons
had their vision sufficiently improved to be con-
sidered fit for duty, as soldiers; those examin-
ed by us we can state with confidenee, had not.
Some of them may, it is true, have been deemed
by him fit for duty, and may have been reported
as such, but on rejoining their Regiments they
were either considered to be unfit for duty, or,
relapsing shortly afterwards, were discharged.
Twomen of this description (Philips and Pike)
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are to be found in this Report, who were report-
_ed by Sir William Adams as fit for duty, and
were ordered to join their Regiments at Gibral-
tar; but, on arrival at the Depot in the Isle of
Wight, they were deemed unfit for duty, and
have subsequently passed the Chelsea Board.

We have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) J. M‘GRIGOR,
W. FRANKLIN.

To Major General
Sir Henry Torrens, K.C.B.

§c. &c. &c.
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Abstract and Result of the Accompanying Report.

Vision Vigion Vision 24
mach imn-| portiaily | aot im- | Vision Eyes | Not seen. | TOTAL.
proved. |impoved.| proved, | Worse lost.
General Result .... 12 55 19 3 3 25 117 &
Operations.
Artificial Pupil . ...
Ditto with Cataract. 7 2] 6 1 3 12 50
REALACE oie ncae o mibs
Inversion of Lids .. ] {
= - ; - ——— _— ?
Eversion of ditto .. § 3 3 2
—
Dp:fqu'e Culrufa and 4 31 i o 12 6o
Vasculanty . ....

The state of Vision applies to the days on which the men were inspected,

Secretary at War,
CF the 117 persons, whose names are inserted in this Report, ten wern

offered, with the exception of two men of the 64th regiment, No. 73, and}

Henuen, D;:*mt}' [nspector of Hospitals,
(Sigued) J. McGRIGOR,

W. FRANKLIN,

The following Men, treated by Sir William Adams, for Ophthalmia
have been reported upon, as ““improved,” by Mr. Hennen, Deputy
Inspector of Hospitals.

2 e

which was as soon as practicable after the Orders were received from the)

not inspected a second time, twelve were not seen at all, and nine are statec)
by Sir William Adams to have deserted, or been dismissed for improper|
conduet ; ou which account no Report of the trentment of these men 1s now|

74, discharced the service; and Nos. 24, 49, aud 81, were seen by Mr]

No, Regiment, NAVIE. REMARK.
2 | 78th Foot. Hugh McKay Improved.
5 | u4th Foot, Adain Gardoer Ditto,

10 | 26Gth Foort, John Gavine Ihtto.

13 | u0th Foot. Jammes James Ditto.

15 | 4th Gar. Bat. William Hastie Ditto.

16 | 21st Foot. Serjeant William McNeil Dit o.

17 | 7uth Foot. Jumes Grahamn Iitto,

34 | 21st Foot. William Gamble Ditto.

48 | 3rd Vet. Bat, William Monteith Ihtto.

51 | 26th Foot, George Sutherland Ditto.

64 | Renfrew. Mil. Gavine Youn Ditto.

66 | 85th Foot. James Stirling Ditto.

67 | oth Dragoons. | Edward Joyce Ditto.
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JAPPEJNDIX

TO THE

ko "FOREGOING REPORT.

CHELSEA HOSPITAL,
Sth January, 1818,

SIR,

WE have, in the presence of Dr.
Franklin, and Sir William Adams, examined the Oph-
thalmia Out Pensioners who had been selected for the
purpose of being placed under the care and superintend-
anceof Sir William Adams at York Hospital; and, agree-
ably to directions of the Lords Commissioners of Chelsea
Hospital, have the honor to report, that we found these
Out Pensioners had been under the management of Sir
William Adams nearly a month, and consequently it is
not in our power to say what might have been their
precise state at the commencement of that period, we
cannot therefore form a just estimate of the success of
Sir William Adams’s treatment; but, as it was under-
stood that the Secretary at War had requested that the

\declaration of the patients themselves should be taken,

we conceive this must be done with caution, since it
was observed that sometimes the patient contradicted
‘the account he had previously given. We cannot there-
fore form a judgment of the result of this t:eaiment,
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until the men are discharged by Sir William Adams,
more especially as several of the patients had been 1
recently operated on. Conformably to their Lordships’
orders, we herewith enclose a return of the names of

these men and their respective cases now under the care
of Sir William Adams; |

s

And have the honor to be,
SIR,

Your very obedient

And most humble Servants,

(Signed) BENJAMIN MOSELEY, M.D. Physician.
T. KEATE, : :
WILLIAM NORTH, Apothecary.

i

|

['

|

|

RICHARD NEAVE, ESQ. Secretary, &c. §eu &es
CHELSEA HOSPITAL.
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ROYAL HOSPITAL, CIIELSEA,
A . 17th March, 1818,

SIR,

WE beg to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 5th Inst. and we have accordingly
re-examined thirty-four of the Out Pensioners whose
names we reported on the 5th January last, and to each

man’s name we now add their present appearance, as
the case was separately offered to our inspection.

From a considerable number of men in Scotland,
sixty-four were selected as most likely to receive benefit
from the present treatment ; of these sixty-four, thirty
are still unfit to be shewn after three months treatment;
and the other thirty-four, supposed to be cured, have not
(in our judgement) their organs restored to such an
healthy state as to be applicable, for the most part, to
any useful purposes of life, consequently are liable to
relapses.

We submit therefore, whether it might not be expe-
dient to wait a little, till time has confirmed the good
effects supposed 1o be received by the sixty-four men
selected ; and not to send more (as we understand, to
the amount of two or three thousand) until «xperience
shall have sufficienily justified the practice. | ossibly
it might be advisable that the thirty-four men whon we
have already re-exam ned, should remain three or four
months longer at the York i ospital.
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Dr. Franklin and Sir William Adams having inti-
mated to us their intention to send their separate
reports to His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief,
and to the Secretary at War ; we beg leave to suggestr
the expediency of withholding our report from the in_
spection of those officers, until their several reports
shall be received at the offices of the Commander in
Chief and Secretary at War,

We have the honor to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) BENJAMIN MOSELEY, M.D. Physician,
Chelsea Hospital,

T. KEATE,
W. NORTH.
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ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA,
20th April, 1818,

SIR, ]

IN conformity to your letter of the
25th Inst. we have the honor to send for the information
of the Lords Commissioners the names of fifteen men and
their cases, with the changes we have observed to have
taken place since their admission in December, 1817,
And we have nothing farther to offer upon this occasion
than was submitted to their Lordships after the former
examination of thirty-four men, ¢ that, although in a
few instances, there appeared to.be some amendment,
we are led to apprehend, from analogous cases, that the
improvement, even of those few, will be but temporary ;
and that relapses will frequently occur ; whilst, in by !
far the greater number, there does not appear to be any
change for the better.”

We have the honor to be, :
SIR,
Your most obedient,
Very humble Servants,

(Signed) B. MOSELEY,
T. KEATE,
W. NORTH. |
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ROYAL HD':::PIT&L, CHELSE!,
28th Aug. 1818, '

SIR, | ¥

IN answer to a note from Mr. Lynn,
by your direction, we beg to acquaint you, for the infor-
mation of the Lords €ommissioners, that we have re-
examined thirteen men at the York Hospital ; and that
the result of this examination furnishes little more in-
formation for the Commissioners than is confained ;ﬁ
our former reports, )

— -

In a few cases it should seem, from the cnnt:’*adictoi’ﬁ
and inconsistent statements of the patients themselves, |
that there has been some amendment, but, in these cﬂﬂ
the men are still liable to the effects resulting from lﬂng '

marches, sea voyages, and the vicissitudes of season, on
returning to their own homes.

In one case, the right eyeof the patient had been
entirely lost before he was undertaken ; the left eye was
therefore inappreciable to this man, but unfortunately
he is now totally blind, in consequence of an operation
having been hazarded on the left eye.

Hence it should seem to us, that it were well, as we

have aIre;ld y observed, to let these men remain qﬂiﬂ]?f
¥
]
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their homes, rather than subject them to the incon-
eniences of long marches, and sea voyages, in addition
o the uncertainty of unusual treatment, and hazardous

We have the honor to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) B. MOSELEY.
T. KEATE,
W. NORTIL

RICHARD NEAVE, ESQ,
Secretary, &c. &c. &c.



ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA,
15th Feb. 1819.

SIR,

IN obedience to the commands of
the Lords Commissioners we have the honor to report
upon the fifteen following Out Pensioners who have
lately been re-examined, and discharged to their homes,
We regret that our present report will be found still;
more unfavourable than those that have preceded, find-
ing as we do, an increased proportion of those unfortunate
cases, wherein the patients have been rendered totally
bitnd by operations. Of the men included in this re- |
port, one has been discharged to his home under the ;
mfluence of an active inflammation and incipient opa- |
city on the globe of his eye, caused by the operation,
whilst he was a patientin York Hospital.

One has received benefit in one of his eyes, while the
other eye became disordered from the operation per-
formed on the opposite eye.

A few have been somewhat improved in one, and some
in part, in both eyes. Some have received benefit from
rest, and some from operations not altogether new.
When we had the honor of attending the board, in pur- #'
suance of an order, on Wednesday, the 3rd inst, the

B |
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Secretary at War mentioned an Out Pensioner, who
had been reported as blind, and who, in His Lordships
opinion, was able to see; we beg leave with all respect
to say that we have endeavoured ineffectually to obtain
the name of that man, but we hope, we may be favored
with it, in order to rectify any mistake which may
have occurred ; and if in any case, it should be sup-
posed we have given any erroneous judgment we hum-
bly request we may have the opinion of the court of ex-
aminers of the Surgeons’ College, the highest Surgical
tribunal in the world.

At the same time we think it our duty to inform the
board, that (although the Secretary at War in reading
his statements, very properly employed such terms as
are familiar to persons not professional) there is not a
single case on His Lordship’s list, which is not replete
with the most abstruse questions in the art of Surgery,
and such as would necessarily occupy a considerable
time, 1f the Board should think proper to have them
fully discussed in their presence.



a.

Regiment. NAMES, Admission. OBSERVATIONS.
1818, -
74th | Alex. Anderson | 24 July | Vision improved by an epera-
Regt. tion,
[ 1817. ;
- 26th George Gavin Dec. Vision improved by opera
Repl. tion; but in imminent dahges
of Immg the eye that was ope-
rated on, owing to an ineipient]
opacity with active inflamma-
tion; under the influence
which he has been discharged.
' 1818,
st Foot D. McCullum 24 Left eye improved by th
July, {operation for eatarvact; but by

a sympathetic influence _the
right has become affected by
the eperation of the other,

21st Foot] Charles Smith | 1 July Vision improved, but ligh
causes lachrymation to a grea
degree,
151, Font' David Graham Ditto Right eye lost on admission jf
E an operation has been per-
formed on left, by which he had
somve sight, but he is now quite}
blind. J
| 43th John Ure 24 July | In the same state as opad l'
* Regt. nission.
1
|
G1st Dunean Ditto Right eye lost since admis.
Regt. MeCullum sion, Left improved.
A
68th William Hill | Ditto | Vision imperfectly improved:
. Regt. sHICE operation. l
72ad | William McKay | Ditto Vision partially improved,
Regt. bloodiuess of cornea remuining
}?‘““ William Steel | Ditto | Inthesame state,
egrt.




Reg ment. NAMES, Admission. OBSERVATIONS.
1818.
g4th |James Williamson | 24 July Was blind in the l¢f? eye o
Regt. admission, and after two opera-
tions on right i1s now qui
blind.
Artillery |[James Mathewson Ditto Vascularity diminished ; other-
wise in the same state,
goth | Hector McLean Nov. In the same state.
Regt. -
5th Gar. | James McLaren | 24 July | Opacity and vascularity re-
Batt. main ; says he sees better.
Renfrew | Gavin Young | Ditte Vascularity diminished.
Militia Opacity remains; vision near
in the same state ; says he ses
better.
ABSTRACT.
lmmed T R R LR A R R R T T I
Dittﬂ,ill pﬂrt a8 W 8 FF B FE RS [ E NN EETNER] 'R 6
1]1ﬁﬂme&tatE---.-;n:-n-...i.i ..... L o= 5

tehard Neave, Esq. &c. &c. §e.
Chelsea Hospital,

Say they are better, but appear to us the same, 2
Right eye rendered blind, left improved ..., 1

flendered blind by operations..ceveeeinn... 2
TOTALucanesan.. cede 15

We have the honor to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient humble Servants,

B. MOSELEY, Physician.

(Signed)
T. KEATE.
W. NORTH.



SIR,

ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA,

IN conformity with your letter of
the 5th Instant, we have the honor to state, for the
information of the Lords Commissioners, that we have
examined the eight following Out Pensioners, whu_haviﬁ.f .
been reported by Sir William Adams, as fit to be dis- ; !
charged to theirhomes. And we regret that we are under
the necessity of repeating in this seventh report, our
conviction of the trifling comparative advantages and
the great real disadvantages, derived to the men, sub-
mitted to our inspection, from the long journies of some
and the experiments others have undergone. ‘

( 9 )

March 19th, 1819.

r

Regiment,

Age

NAME.

REMARKS.

2nd Foot.

49

Thompsen

After two operations. and nin
months treatment, the only diff
ence appears to be, that on admissi
he could discern light, and at prese
he cannot well ﬁng his way about,

B

"1 oth Foot.

40

Denyer

After eight months treatment, of
city, vascularity, and thickened lid
remain the same as on admission i
and the eyes are under the influence
of considerable disease.




| L
e e— e — e

Regiment.| Age. NAMES, REMARKS.

Lst oot | 53 Ferguson A slight affection on the upper ]iu:]l
of left eve on admission ; the lid still
remains diseased and thickened, al-
though he has undergone an opera-
tion,

25th Foot| 50 Crighton After nine months treatinent, opa.

city and vascularity and contracted|
pupil of each eye, remain the same ;
he says he sees to walk better.

04th 27 Velch
Regt, :

Vascularity on both lids and eyes ;
remains as on admission in July,
1818,

th Gar. | 64 Dalziel
Bat.

On admission, sight of right eye|
lost ; operation performed on the lost]
eye in January, since which, conti-
nued inflammation of that eye affects
his head, in which state he is dis-
missed.

02nd 40 Dowie

After eight months treatment he
now says he sees more clearly.

94th 39 1ver

Slight opacity and cicatrix remain
as on admission. Vision, not then
nor at present, impeded.

© &e. §e. §e,

ichard Neave, Esq. anrﬁﬁry.

‘We have the honor to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) B. MOSELEY, Physician.

T. KEATE,
W. NORTH.
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ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT,
October 16th, 1818, 1

SIR,

N
I HAVE the honor to transmit 4
report on the state of vision of sixteen Out Pensioners,,
who, by ovder of the Right Honorable, the Secretar
at War, have been under the care of Sir Witliam Adams
at York Hospital, and were examined on the 7th inst,ji
by order of Lord Palmerston, by the Medicai Ofﬁcta;i"q
of Chelsea Hospital, and by Dr. Gordon and myse]fi
with a view of ascertaining what degree of improve-
ment had taken place in their vision ; the imprpvemenﬂ.
or deterioration of vision 1 each case is placed against |
each man’s name, by which it appears that nine npel_'ai
tions have been performed, three of which have been!
successful, one has been unsuccessful, three have derived
some trifling benefit, and two have entirely lost their|
sight ; of the remaining seven men who have been uridé?-l
Sir William Adams’s treatment, the vision of one man
has been much improved, four have had their vision
somewhat improved, and two have derived no beneﬁhﬁ
whatever ; one of the last mentioned is Andrew Blair,
whose eyelids have been improved, und thereby he has
been rendered more comfortable.

It is proper here ‘to remark that in no instance does:
it appear, that the amendment in vision has been suffi-{
cient to render the men fit for any military duty.
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The case of John Honeyman seems to be particularly
nfortunate, as he states that previously to being selected
d sent up to Sir William Adams, he enjoyed a suffi-
ient portion of vision to guide himself in known places,
ut from the unfavorable result of a hazardous operation
e is now totally blind.

It may not be irrelevant here to mention, that the vision
the last man on the list, Brian Smith, 68th Regiment,
ho has been ten months under Sir William Adams,
d is now brought forward as fit to be sent to his home)
in my opinion susceptible of some amendment, I beg
ave therefore to recommend, that he may be placed
der the care of the medical officers at York Hospital.

(Signed) W. FRANKLIN.

: Mﬂjﬂr General
ir Henry Torrens, K. C. B.

§e. §c. §e.
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15th Ooctober, 1818.

SIR,

: : I HAVE the honor to enclose a
report on the state of vision of thirteen men who have
been under the care of Sir Wilham Adams, and whom
I (in the absence of yourself and the medical officers of
Chelsea Hospital) re-examined on the 26th August, 1818.

In this report, the state of each case at the first ex-
amination 1s detailed, as well as the result of the subse-
quent treatment, by which it appears that nine opera-
tions have been performed, two of which have been suc-
cessful, one unsuccessful, and six have derived some
benefit. Of the remaining four, upon whom no opera-
tion has been performed, three have had their vision
somewhat improved, and the remaining one is in every
respect much as on admission.

(Signed) T. GORDON,

Physician to the Forces

To Dr. Franklin.
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