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TO

PERCIVALL POTT, Efq. F.R.S.

SENIOR SURGEON OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW’s
HOSPITAL.

ST R,

T an early period of my

medical ftudies, you pointed
out the path to fubftantial {cience ;
and your {fubfequent inftrutions
gratified that defire of know-
ledge, which your exhortations had
excited : favours enhanced by the

mannecr
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SEENCT CASES &

R. POTT, in his tra&s upon the
Paralyfis of the lower extremities,
having defcribed the fymptoms of that dif-
order, together with the appearances upon
diffetion, with his ufual perfpicuity and
precifion ; having alfo recommended a mode
of treatment, of which experience hath
very fully demonftrated the fuccefs; it may
perhaps appear an act of unjuftifiable pre-
fumption to folicit the further attention of
the public to a fubje®, commented upon
by his mafterly pen, and therefore, it may

be urged, already exhaufted, '
B Every
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Every perfon, who with a proper degree
of attention perufes the publications of that
able writer, muft obferve, that the dotrines
advanced in his treatifes upon the Injuries
of the Head, the Hydrocele, and Rup-
tures, although they are laid down with
a degree of clearnefs and aceuracy, of which
we have but few examples, receive confi-
derable light from the cafes he has fub-
joined: In the medical art, general pro-
péﬁtinns are rendered more intelligible by a
reprefentation of ' the particular inftances
from which they were deduced: The doc-
trines advanced are.imprefled more foreibly
on the underftanding, while the  circum-
ftances of the cafe not unfrequently fuggeft
refleCtions, that gratify the activity of our
minds, and enable us to form deductions

for ourfelves.

It has frequently occurred to me,. \_Ehal:
much light and information might be de-

rived to ftudents in medicine, were the
phyficians
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phyficians of our hofpitals more gene-
rally to imitate the manner purfued
in the Infirmary of Edinburgh. Were
they to point out to their pupils fuch
particular cafes, as feemed moft likely to
afford opportunities of improvement—were
they to encourage them to meet and to
report the refult of their enquiries into
the fymptoms of the diforder, the effect
of the medicines, and the progrefs of the
_complaint to its fatal terminaticn, or its |
cure—were they, laflly, from the wvarious
accounts of the ftudents, and their own
obfervations, to draw up regu]ar and well-
digefted hiftories of fuch cafes, as might
_appear moft deferving of attention, and
infert them, properly authenticated, in the
books of the hofpital, fuch hiftories and
details would be attended with public as
well as private advantage ; they would be
analagous to the reports and year-books
of our lawyers—to the recorded obferva-
tions of the appearances in the heavens—

"B 2 and
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and might be reforted to as authoritics,

and as evidences of Nature’s powers, and
of Nature’s laws. s

Inftances frequently occur in hofpitals,
where, without offence and without dif-
ficulty, enquiries might be made into the
original caufes and origin of the diforder,
by an examination of the appearances in
the body after death. This is at prefent
fometimes permitted, under proper reftric-
tions; but the mode of condu&ing fuch
enquiry admits of confiderable improve-
ment: the inveftigation fhould be more
minute, and inftituted under the immediate
infpection of the attendant phyfician, affifted
by a perfon accuftemed to morbid diffec-
tions, and a proficient in the anatomical art.
The appearances, fubmitted to the view
of all the ftudents, and accurately reported,
fhould be properly authenticated ; and if
inferted in the oppofite page to the hif-
tory of the fymptoms and the mode of

treat-



B L
treathent, would conduce more, than upbn
the firft reflection can be conceived, to
the eftablithment of the art of medicine
upon a folid, becaufe truly philofophical,
foundation.

The cafes, now offered to the public,
are not propofed, in any refpect, as models
of the plan I would recommend ; they are
tranfcribed from note-books, wherein the
fymptoms and appearances were fet down
without any further view than my ewn
private refleCtion and improvement: nor
have I the prefumption to imagine that it is
in my power to fuggelt any new ideas upon
the prefent fubje&t. However, as the cales
fubjoined were taken with fidelity and care,
as fome of them were under the imme-
diate management of Mr. Pott, when he
compofed his treatifes, the relation of
them may poffibly tend to confirm his
theory, and explain the reafons of his
pradltice.

In
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In conformity to the principles upon
which the inimitable Nofology of Dr. Cul-
len is founded, I will, in the hiftory of
thefe cafes, cenfine myfelf folely to evi-
dent {fymptoms, and the patient’s narrative ;
being fully fatisfied, that to defcribe dif<
orders according to the forms in which
they really evidence themfelves to the
fenfes, with a careful attention to the pa-
tient’s feelings, is the moft likely method
of acquiring both a knowledge of their
caufes and of their. cure.

. AR I.

T. C. aged thirty-two, originally of an
healthy conftitution, was admitted a pa-
tient in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital in
November, 1777. He fometimes com-
plained of a pain, but generally of a numb-
nefs, at the margin of the thorax, under

the cartilages of the ninth and tenth ribs
of
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of the left fide, with a cnugh, fpitting,
and fhortened refpiration, when he lay on
that fide ; the fpinous procefs of the feventh
or eighth dorfal vertebra was conﬁd‘efably
protuberant ; his belly was prominent and
flaccid, with 2 numbnefs extending itfelf
over the whole abdomen, and great debi-
lity of the mufculi obliqui and tranfverfales,
whenever he voluntarily attempted to con-
trat them; a fenfation of chillnefs pre-
vailed in his knees, with a want of feeling
in the fore part of his legs, and an inability
of drawing them up in bed.

To thefe {ymptoms were added twitch-
ings in the flexors of his legs, and numb-
nefs of the feet, a jarring fenfation in the
Tendo Achillis of one foot, and tranfient
pains in both, which, with the chillnefs,
proceeded, as he conceived, and repeatedly
declared, not from ‘the protuberant part
of the fpine, but the lumbar vertebra im-

mediately above the os facrum,
The
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The- quickne(s of - the pulfe,-the. flosid
appearance of his countenance, and ftate of
refpiratian, -ﬁrmngly fuggefted ‘the idea of
hectic fever prevailing in the fyi’ceﬁ:: e

-~ Thefe affe&tions, with a numbnefs-of the
fphincter ani, coflivenefs, and a .want of
confcioufnefs -when his feces were:ejected,
completed the catalogue of his complaints.

Upon repeated enquiries, he conftantly
declared, that he did not recollect any ftrain,
or other accident, to which he could afcribe
his prefent f{ufferings.

_ It appeared that it was nearly three years
fince ‘his diforder commenced. His firlt
complaint was a rheumatic affection in
the fide, which was cured by Gum Guaia-
cum. About this period he ‘imagined
he got cold, a pain and forenefs in the
fmall of his back fucceeding to that com-
plaint, and a fenfe of inward weaknefs in

his
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hig:biteafts ~Thefe-fymptoms were exafpe-
ratéd by a: cough E_rﬂﬂmbﬂﬂfﬁ of sthe -ab-
domen . followed inextc:in. order, -with-a
gradual acceffion: of : the; other :{ymptoms, : -
until. the waﬁdconﬁmd to his bed. oo
+91 fi3lssr 1gf 190l end Jdo. oiow

. Before the apphgatmn ﬂf L’hﬂ" gauftics he;
had made trial of the cold-bath, - mercurial:
fri¢tions, tintura facra, volatile liniment,
a ftrengthening plaifter to the loins, and
the fcrew-chair, without any good effet
whatever. The cold-bath and fcyew-chair
were evidently hurtful.

‘The cauftics being applied, according. to
Mr., ]E’utts dnreﬂm& on each. ﬁde of the
ur]:;era.nce, foon produced j.a fenfible

| e_,ﬂfg{i”_t‘lc“t;wmh!nga_‘lg __blgt__igln.ghs and
legs were increafed, and in fome idegree
fepfation and voluntary, motion were: re-
{tqre_drjn;hia_féet;_,hpt the advances to a
'pe_r.fe& cure, were not very rapid. during
the firlt fix thonths, . bikce. i
" IR He
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He next recovered ‘the: power of expelling
flatus “pér ‘anum: during ‘'this> period ‘the
curvature appeared to'diminith : the numb->
nefs. in chis i-iﬁ&cps:'Jrémained- for Iﬁiﬁ!ij'_
menths.; “but at l!;‘;ng'thft‘fiiﬂ?his' c-nm;ilaihts
wore off, his former ftate of health re-
turned, “and> he- muae-ly itecovered h:s
former fvlguur.. sloo edi do L cheem Bad!

"p - » - . . " .
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R.B. aged twenty-one, was admitted
into 'S-t ‘Bartholomew’s. Hofpltal in ]unc,
1?73 A prutuBerancé‘:BEIng obferved "in -
the fpinc, “the cauftics were apphe&‘nr the
cotirfe 'of thé following month. At that
time, ’he “lay totally deprived"ﬂf ’th’c ufe
of * his- lower :xtremlties, which  wefe
rigid, “and"’ almoft fntlr'e]y infenfible, an
lmpelrfe& feeling ' remaining only in- ‘the
plantz pedum and the knees, - Tranfitory

it twitching_s
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twitchings- and: tremblings. ptévailed "at
times, (with, general ' rigors, ‘as in the
cold fit of an ague; his feces came awiy
without his knowledge, his urine flowed
without -his'; confent, -a violent pain “in
his. ‘bowels preceding!its’ evacuation. He
was alfo -affeCted with numbnefs' below
the navel. He complained at times of 'a
pain . in- his fide, 'with  {pitting, and i
conftant uneafinefs under the fternum.

His fteength at this time was much
walted, in confequence of two large fores
on his hips of more than eight inches
diameter, accompanied with exfoliations
of the -great trochanters.- A f{ymptom
fomewhat fingular was obferved ‘in his
cafe.. For about a month before the date
of his admiffion, he ‘was affeted with a
convulfivé motion in the fecond finger
of one of his hands.

C 2 From
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From 'his account: of thés origin'-and
prograﬁ of the diforder I colle&ad (148
folluwg 2501 21 (24ugs ns 10 3t bloo
.- 'Abbu_t two years .before- his admiflion
into the hofpital, he fell from a hay-
loft ; his loins received the force 'of the
fall : ' he recovered himfelf in a few. iniautes,-
and for thrcr: ménths feltlno kmd of - cum-'_
plaimtpn1oft sdi 1vbas @snflssau 3nsflgos

" At theclofe of - this  period -he began
1o "be “fenfible jof - a-pain incthe eightly
or ninth' dorfal vertebrsy the fpinous pro-
cefs of ‘which 'became foon after protube-
rant ; the pain was apparently ‘of the ‘rheu-
matic kind, being worfe when he was warin
in bed, and recurring after having catched
cold. At this time he: alfo found his abi-
lity in raifing heavy bodies diminithed, and
his powers of motion impeded.

In
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- Tn '@'ydar’and 'an half-after the dccident,
his paini; ' incfeafing, in ‘confequence, as he
tl'u:;«r.::ghi:—;;T of a cold; hei -s{pphed ‘to laifure
geon for advice, who ordered an’ embro-
cation for his back. Ina few days afters
wards he felt a pain defcending from the
protuberant vertebra, in the couffe’of the
{pine, land ‘of the ifchiatic and the’ érural
nerves, ‘affeiting the thigh, the ham, and
the gaftrocnemii mufcles to his heel. This
pain foon wvanithed, and never after-
wards returned; the weaknefs and the
numbnefs rapidly mcreaﬁ:d after this fen-
fation, urtil, in the ccirte of four days,

he was reduced to the helple{s ﬁtuatmn in
whmhffnundhm ' ""‘
: i / 1TECL .3

He continued in this weak \ftate for
many months, his pulfe beating gene-
ra!‘l“f 140, "and ' at one tlmc 180 ﬁﬂjkes-
in 'a minute. 'The  iffues euci:ntly pm--I
duced fome effe@ : at times there was a
tranfient recurredcy ' of fenfation in his

hi.

feet H
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feet ; but nature being exhaufted by the
difcharge from his - ulcerated hips, - his
general health being alfo impaired ' from,
inward difeafe, he gradually ﬁ-,mk under.

his cnmplamt

I much regretted, that an opportunity.
was not allowed by his friends of exa-
mining into the ftate of the parts.

G, B0 B Sult

R. H. aged nieteen, was admitted into
St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital in Decem-

ber, 1737+

At the time of his admiffion he com-
plained of pain in the muilcles of his
thighs, and the fore part of his legs,
which fenfibly grew worfe at night. His

knees
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kanees and “ancles were  extremely feeble.
He walked with great:difficulty and' pain,
but had never been affected with the
ufual® fymptoms “of -numbanefs orachill-
nefs in' his‘lower extremities, during dny
period  of his - diforder.’ He felt: a' fore=
nefs' under the fhort ribs of ‘both ofides;
which ‘was ‘much exafperated "by a trou~
blefome “cough.  From’ the parts thus
affected, laﬁéiﬁatiﬁg pdins frequently pro=
ceeded down “his thighs, which more par=
ticularly diftreffed him when he lay on his
belly: his pulfe was tolerably ftrong; but
very irregular. He ‘was alfo much ema-
ciated: a white and vifcid mucus was fre-
quently “expeCtorated, patticularly in" a
morning his general - debility ' continually
increafed. ° o
" The ‘fpinous procefs of the ‘ninth or
_tenth dorfal vertebra was very protube~
rant; but he conceived 'the pain ‘and

weaknefs
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weaknefs to proceed - from'aispdint con~!
fﬂcrﬂaly baiuw that pmtubcranbc. r sH

Rl ’
rl..-i ] '.._ |r f-'- i "'l. --I!IH h.r\---
’ (Y l,.-M

Hpnn my. mm;natim into. thct cmfu
and: progrefs - of his:complaints, he in-
formed: me" that they were. the, confes.
q&thile of a ftraig: Iefﬁiﬂds_-:ﬂboiﬂ;ﬂi:]mﬂrf[
befort his admiffien, from. his -feet flips,
ping while he was. algending ;a ladder;
withy a[fack- of -odts: _h.e.-' felt; 2 fudden
fhock affet the! part! which became after-
watdso prétuberantis he. perceived, no. im-.
mediate: inconvenignge; - but, proceeded in:
his ‘bufinefs: as 'before. . R IIFRE
-a1t 2w 2000 biotiv bas stidw & -

Abnut two mq,nths after - ngtq Jacr:ident
having: been. expofed | through; the. whole.
of ‘an inclement night to the cold, he
was taken with a fhivering, and felt a
rheumatic pain: - fwddcnly feize ; Ibf: part
firflk affected by . the {hock ; a;jfacnnd fir
of (hivering, with pains at the bottom of
dbinsloe | his
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belly, took place within fix weeks after
the firft; the protuberance now became
apparent, and gradually increafed, with
debility; and the f{ymptoms already “de-
ﬁ;'ri.f:u::t.‘;.~ |

Within a month after the application
of the cauftics, he grew evidently better :
B pains ' grew lefs tmuble-lbme, his
f’m!:rigth 'gradua]ly; increafed, until,'. at the
clofe of about feven months, he was dif<
mifled, perfetly free from all cmﬁplaint'. |

L A0A8 . Bopm IV

R, 5. aged ten years.  He received a
blow on the pit of the ftomach," about
twelve months before the application of
the cauftics. He fell in confequence of

the ftroke, but recovered himflf in a
D - few
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few minutes, and felt no inconvenience
for fome days.

~About a weck' after the accid&nt,l he be-~
gan to be fenfible of weaknefs in his limbs :
at the clofe of the following fortnigﬁt, the
{pinous procefs of the fecond dorfal ver-
tebra became a little protuberant; and in
three weeks more, his complaints had
increafed with fo much rapidity, that
the ufe of his lower extremities was en-
tirely loft, and all fenfation in them to-
tally extinct: they were allo rigid, the feet
being pointed downwards, as if the gaftro-
cnemii mufcles were in a ftate of f{pafm.
He had been under the care of Dr. Pitcairn
for above nine months, who attended to his
cafe with fingular humanity ; but having
prefcribed various medicines and applica-
tions, without the wifthed-for fuccefs, at
length he recommended him to the care
of Mr. Pott. When the cauflics were

ordered, the difeafe nccqpied five or fix
of
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of the  vertebrz of the back, which was
bent ‘into an uniform curve: the patient’s
chin refted on his breaft; and the ap-
pearance was {o unpromifing, that Mr. Pott
declared, he was induced to make trial
of the cauftics, merely becaufe he would
leave nothing undone in a cafe {o truly
deplorable, but that he fcarcely could ex-
pe& any advantage from their ufe.

In about a month from the time of
application of the cauftics, he acquired
the power of moving the great toe of
one of his feet; he was exhorted to at-
tempt the motion of the other, by exert-
ing repeated a&s of volition, which in a
little time he alfo accomplithed. I was
particularly attentive to the progrefs of
the. cure for many months. The pointed
pofition of his feet long remained. How-
ever, without the ufe of any medicine,
the power of motion of the ancle-joint
was at length regained. 'The curvature

D2 of
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of his. b;ck gradualljz decreafed ;_and at
the clofe af abnut ten -months frnm .the
timc Gf apply:ng tha qauﬁrcs, haung fe-
cmrcred thc,mt:ra ufe and -vigour of. hla
l,xmbs! _he was dlfcharged in pcrfef?c health.

} R. admitted a Pztlﬂﬂt in St. Bartho-
lﬂmﬂws anpltal, m May, 1779. He. in-
farmed me, that fﬂur years, befure thls
p:rmd hlS ]eft fide ws,s hurt, in cnnfe-
qucncc Of a fall fmm an horﬁ:, that e,
was not blnodad xmmedtatelx upon. ;hf;
acc:dent but Iealmg a. pam therc threeh
'mnnths afterwards, he t.hen was bloadf.d
and the pam thereby for a tune intirely
remnved

i B B

a 3

In about hnlf a yﬂar thc pain rr::turnﬁd
A bliﬁer was then applmd to the affeed

part.
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part. - Upon wathing his feet ‘with cold
water, he perceived the pain ftfike to
his loins, in which place he: continued
conftantly  to feel it to the day .of his
admiflion, A weaknels commenced’ in
his limbs about three years after.the date
of the accident, for which he:tock wari-
ous remedies, without effe& : this weaknefs
terminated at length in  the intire lofs of
the ufe of his lower extremities. Tle went
to Bath;; and after-a {tay of feveral months;
returned,  without having received any be-

nefit’ whatéver from theowaters, | /0

SufpeCting the caufe of his complaint,
from -his hiftory and -apparent. fymptoms,
L qx_aﬁﬂned the fpine previoufly to his‘ad ¥
miflion; .and difcovered»a protuberadce-6f
thc-fﬂurth'.-ar- fifth dorfal -vertebra, ‘which;’
hefnfe:_' that period, had not:been' noticed,”
either ‘by himfelf or thofe who had at::
tended him. He had now ibeen treabled]
with.a cough for many months: hig fools]

3 i were /
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were ‘involuntary, his bladder was not
emptied without great exertions; his legs
were frequently drawn upwards with vio-
lence, at other times agitétcd with con-
vulfive tremors: he invariably conceived
the caufe of his diforder to be feated

in the loins.

It was fomewhat f{ingular in this man’s
cafe, that whenever his legs were vio-
lently affeted with the f{pafms, he alfo
felt an hyfterical fenfation in his throat,
a lump feeming to have arifen there which
impeded deglutition.

The cauftics were immediately applied
upon each fide of the protuberant verte-
bra. He lay in bed with wonderful pa-
tience for eighteen wecks, without per-
ceiving the minuteft alteration in the
fymptoms of his complaint, Mr. Pott, who
paid remarkable attention to his cafe, re-
peatedly encouraging him to perfevere.

At
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At length, upon one of my vifits to him,
he informed me, with ftrong expreflions
of joy, that on that day, for the firft
time, he found himfelf able to move one
‘of his toes. This unexpetted alteration
in his fymptoms was followed by others
equally pleafing, until, in the courfe
of about eight months, he intirely reco-
vered ; the difficulty of expelling his urine
was the laft (ymptom that difappeared.

QababiaSiadd VL.

M. B. a woman, aged forty-feven, was
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital,
in February, 1779.

She related, that her complaints ori-
ginated from a ftrain, received in confe-
quence of an extraordinary exertion of
ftrength, about four months before the

date
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date of’ her admiffion. =~ A violent flood-
ing ‘'was the immediate effe®. To this
" fucceeded a lofs of thé ufe of the lower
éxtremities, and a pmtu-béraﬂce in the
fpine.  She laboured alfo under diforders of
the fromach and bowels, apparently inde-
pendcﬁt Uf that, which had produced the
curvature, and paralytlc affe@ions.  For
this reafon, as well as from fome doubts I
entertained, refpecting the affigned date of
the derangement in her {pine, I have omitted
the further mention of partilcular fymptoms,
I have felected the cafe, however, as de-
ferving of attention, on account of fome

fingularities in the appearances after death.

“ The cauftics ‘were applied, but produced
no alteration in her {ymptoms. Ehe gra-
duaily funk under her complicated com-

I.S]airgts.

ern op ‘ning the abdﬂmen wr.: diﬁ:nve-

red many cang]ubat:: ahndc, in the wcmlty

: of
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of the pancreas confiderably enlarged,
and of a fimilar . confiftency to what is
obferved in fcrofulous fubjects. Scrofulous
tubercles were apparent alfo on the fur-
face of the liver, to which vifcus there
was a very large fcirrhous appendage, that
defcended as low as the crifta of the os
iliGme

Upon infpe&tion of the fpine, we dif-
covered that a griftly fubftance of the
fize and fhape of a turkey’s egg, and of
{uperior firmnefs to moft {cirrhi, formed
the protuberance obferved before death.
It occupied the places of ‘the {pinous, arti-
cular, and tranfverfe procefles of three ver-
tebre of the back, which procefles, from
fome remains in a corroded ftate, appeared
to have been gradually deftroyed by the
~enlargement of the fcirrhus: the fpongy
bodies of thefe vertebrz alone efcaped:
This fcirrhous mafs lay in conta® with

the fpinal marrow. The capitula of two
E or
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or three of the ribs on each fide wete
alfo much corroded. In fuch circum-
ftances, it will not appear furprifing that
the cauftics fhould have failed in pro-
ducing their cuftomary effes.

el S R VIL.

J. D: was admitted into St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hofpital in February, 1779:

- He appeared to fuffer much from a
{calding of his water, which inceffantly
dribbled from him. He complained alfo
of great languor and debility, particu-
larly in his knees and back, and numb-
nefs in his feet ; a white mucous fedi-
ment appeared in his urine: an obfti-
nate coftivenefs, with frequent tenefmus,
fhertnefs of breath, a cough, lofs of ap-
petite, and want of reft, accompanied thefe

complaints.
He
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He related, that his diforder originated
from a ftrain which he received from car-
rying an heavy load, about feven years be-
fore the time of his application for relicf.
Upon examination of the {pine, one of the
lumbar vertebra appeared confiderably pro-
tuberant : upon further enquiry, two fiftu-
lous orifices were difcovered ; one in the
thigh, the other in_ the groin of the op-
~ pofite fide, from which pus was almoft
conftantly difcharged. From the depth
and dire@ion of thefe fiftulz, and thé
‘patient’s hiftory of his diforder, no doubt
was entertained of the fource of this dif
charge being feated in the loins.

The cauftics were applied, but he died
in a few days, perfectly exhaufted, before
any advantage could poflibly have been
derived from their ufe. '

An opportunity was not ind_ulged Of: in-
{pecting the parts.
, D R Frnm.
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From refleGting upon this cafe, and
fome others I have met with of a fimi-
lar nature, I have been led to conclude,
that, in thefe inftances of the diftempered
fpine, where a protuberance, evidencing a
mechanical derangement of the parts, is
conneted with the paralyfis of the lower
extremities, the purulent matter, gene-
rated while the caries is advancing, is
prevented from efcaping downwards by the
thick ligamentous fubftance that covers
the corpora vertebrarum, and that this fluid
thus detained affifts in the further corro-
fion of thofe parts. Hence the fubfe-
-quent infletion of the fpine, and the pro-
tuberance accounted for in fo fatisfa&ury
a manner by Mr. Pott. In other cafes it
may be fuppofed, that the matter formed
-by ulceration, either originated on the
outfide of the ligamentous covering of the
{pine, or elfe burfts from its confinement
‘within- that aponeurotic expanfion, and
making its way in the courfe of the pfoz

| muf{cles,
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ufcles, produces that peculiar form of

the diforder, to which the name of lum-
bar abfcefs is affigned.

Upon mentioning this idea, about two
years ago, to a furgeon of eminence in
this town, he fhewed me the vertebrz of
a perfon who had been cured of a lum-
bar abfcefs, and afterwards died of a dif-
ferent complaint. Two or three of the
anterior proceffes of the lumbar vertebre
had evidently been carious; but an an-
chylofis had taken place, laminz of the
offific matter uniting the vertebre, and
confolidating them into an  inflexible
mafs ¥,

With

* Mr. Sheldon, Surgeon, defervedly celebrated for
his anatomical abilities, favoured me with the fight of the
vertebre of a man, who had laboured under two lumbar
ablcefles at the fame time. The bodies of the third and
fourth vertebra of the loins, the fpinous procefles of which
had been very protuberant in the living fubje&, were-
-mearly deftroyed by ulceration, and the nerves, ifluing
through the foramina of the fpine, in part obliterated by the
ravages of the difeafe,
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With refpet to.the treatment of Ium-
bar abfcefles, it may perhaps be impof-
fible to peint out any mode of treatment
whatever which fhall prove fuccefsful.
It may not, however, be improper to ob-
ferve, that if the abfcefls be opened with
a knife, the quantity of furface expofed
to the air induces that degree of hetic
fever, under which the patihent generally
finks; Nature, according to the juft con-
«ception of 'Mr, Hunter, being exhaufted
‘by her exertions in attempting a cure of '

awhat it tranfcends her power to effe.

In fuch circumftances, would. it not be
reafonable to (;pen an outlet for the col-
lected fluid, as foon as the fluCtuating
tumour in the groin, and other {ymptoms,
fhall afcertain the nature of the complaint,
by\ means of a caﬁﬂ;ic applied to the moft
‘depending part ; and ‘at the fame time to
form large iffues on cach fide of the {pinous

procefles of the firft or fecond vertebra of
the
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the loins? Thus might the matter already
colle@ed be gradually evacuated, without
hazard of the mifchief generally attendant
upon the eprfure of a large internal fur-
face to the free admiffion of the air, and at
thc: fame time thE- cure of the injured ver-=
tebrz be promoted by the eftablithment of
a hew irritation, or drain, in the vicinity of

the original difeafe.

" 1am inclined to believe that many cafes
occur not unlike to what I have juft
defcribed, and others of a nature apparently
diﬁimilaf, in which the timely appli- ;
cation of the cauflics would prevent the
nm‘:lan':.:l'u:ﬂf,r train of evils, attributed fre-
quently, in the firlt ftage, to other camfes;
butl in fa& derived from a diﬁémpered
fpine. A careful attention to fymptoms
and diffe@ions may perhaps hereafter afford
us the means of d:fé&ing thé latent mif-
chief in its firft accéfs, and thus enable
us to prefcribe a rational and _'*Efﬁ':itﬁal
mode of cure,
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Cii R ¢k VIII.

T.R. was admitted into St. Bartholo=
mew’s Hofpital in O&ober, 1778.

He ' complained of a weaknefs in his
lower extremities, for which, during a
courfe of ten weeks, a great variety of
nervous medicines was prefcribed, with-
out effet. No derangement during this
period was fufpected in his fpine.

The diforder now rapidly advancing,
his cafe was more accurately inquired
into; a confiderable degree of protube-
rance was difcovered in three of the dor-
fal vertebrz, and the cauftics were applied.
At this time the ufe of the lower extre-
mities was intirely loft; the diforder had
preceeded to its final ftage. He died

within
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Wi'th:inl three_ weeks after the. nature uf
his diforder was alcertained, and before

it was poffible for the cauftics to have
produced any fenfible effect.

" In’ his hafrative he declared, that he
did ‘net recolledt any ftrain or pmﬁable:
caufe of his diforder. The firft {ymptom
was a numbnefs, which fuddenly feized
his ‘left inftep, affeCting him with the
fenfation of an heavy body firiking that
part: a weaknefs followed in both his
knees; a rigidity of the lower extremi-
ties enfued, with 2a total infenfibility of
thofe parts. He complained alfo of 2
fharp pain in the right fide of the thorax,
proceeding from the affeCted vertebrz.
He never loft the power of excreting his
urine or his ftools,

The .fullnwing account of the appear<
ances after death is drawn up, partly froms
my own papers, partly from the papers

¥ of
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of a gentleman of great medic_a}_abilitieﬁ,
who attended the diffetion *.

The body being placed with the face
downwards, a rectangular portion of the
fpine, .containing fix or feven vertebra,
with the three that were prqti;bef_antl in
the middle, were removed by th_eli'aw;
Immediately under them was lndgcd__aboﬁt
half a pmt { feetid difcoloured ﬂu_id‘ cnﬁ-
tamed in_a pouch, and .in contact. with
the bmdms of the vertebrz, which was prex
v:’:ntud rom entering into the cavity of the
thorax, by the aponeurﬂuc cxpanfion covers
ing the fpine, The bodies uf two Of thl:
-*,-:-:::brm were feparated from. the Gthcr
praceﬂ’as of thofe vertebrz, and, t:}gcther
with the mtervemng cartilages, were a}mn{’c
intirely diffolved into a liquid cretaceous
fubftance. The vertebre immediately con-
tiguous had received but little mJuryj al-
though their bodies were expofled to the

fluid

* Dr, Bﬁf&nbmek.
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fluid contained in the pouch: the apo-
neurotic expanfion confining the fluid was
much thickened ; its colour almoft black.

- The medulla fpinalis appeared perfe&ly
found. The dura mater, where it lay ex-
pofed to the matter, was alfo black, but’
not Huded ‘except that a fmall aperture,_
as if made with a lancet, was dlfcerncdl
on one fide, through which it was fup-
pofed the fluid of the abfcefs had pene-
trated, fo as to prefs upon the {pinal mar- "
row itfelf. A p:.::rtion of two or three of
the dorfal nerves on one fide, in the place:
where they iflue between the vertebrz,
was totally deftroyed. - The capitula of
the correfponding ribs were alfo expofed
_au'd confiderably crodea‘{.

i
H
X
B
N

CASE
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Cord 8 B EXoids

In the beginning of the year 1779, 1
attended a boy about feven years of age,
who laboured under the fymptoms of -ob-
ftruction in- the mefenteric glands. His
belly was prominent and hard, his ftools
were flimy, and he was much reduced in
confequence of an hectic fever, attended
with cough, lofs of appetite, and reftlefs~
nefs. His manner of walking was auk-
ward and irregular; and he frequently
complained of pain in the thigh of the

right fide, and a violent itching in thg

gtﬂiﬂ,

Upon furveying the fpine, I obferved
that fpecies of inflexion to which nofo-

logifts give the name of f{coliofis, and -

upon a fecond examination, fome weeks
afterwards, a flight degree of protuberance

of

—EN A ———
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X the tenth or eleventh dorfal vertebra
began to difclofe itfelf.

1 had tried fome of the ordinary remedies
prefcribed, in {crofulous cafes, before the.
protuberance was difcerned, without much
fuccefs, Upon the difcovery of this ap-
pearance, I earneitly recommended the
application of the cauftics, according to
Mr, Pott’s directions, but my remon-
ftrances were in vain. At the end of
cighteen months, I faw this child bent
almoft double, the ufe of the lower ex<
tremities utterly loft, and with all the
fymptoms of approaching diffolution, which
took place in the courfe of a few days.

I am much inclined to believe that this
child might have been faved by an appli-
cation of the cauflics, immediately upon the
difcovery of the protuberance in the fpine.

Since
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“Since the time of my attendance upon
the preceding cafe, I have very frequently
feen children, nearly of the fame age, labour-
ing under fimilar cmnipiaints, which I have
réafon’ to prefume were derived from the
fame fource. In‘:fome, the lumbar verte-
brz were evidently protuberant ; in others, -
a fmall degree of protuberance might be
obferved in the lower vertebrz of the back,
attended with pain upen the {lighteft touch.
In all thefe cafes there was a confiderable
prominency of the belly, and other figns
of obftruction in the glandular {yftem. Is
it not therefore reafonable to fuppofe, that
one of the conglobate - glands, of which
many are found in the vicinity of the lum- -
bar vertebre, may frequently be the original
feat of the difeafe, and that from thence
the ulceration is extended to the vertebrg
themfelves ?

In qthr:r cafes there is ground for fufpicion
that the bodies of the vertebrz, or the in-
tervertebral
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tervertebral fubftance, are primarily af~
fe@ed, the fame fcrofulous difpofition in=
ducing this diftemper, which is kihown fo
frequently to affect the acetabulum of the
thigh, the joints of the elbow, and the
knee, with the correfponding ligaments;
diforders to which the name of white
{welling is commenly affigned.

When this diforder affe@ts the eyes, or
fuch of the conglobate glands as evidence
themfelves to the touch, the nature of the
complaint is quickly perceived, and iffues
are ordered  with fingular advantage. With
equal propriety {urely may fimilar drains be
recommended in the neighbourhood of the
difeafed parts, when the joints are affetted,
whether they be the joints of the extre-
mities or the articulations of the {pine.

The paralyfis of the lower extremities,
with a debility in the fun&ions of the
bladder and the re&um, which take place

when
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when the fpine is the feat of ferofula, are
the mere effe@s of the diforder; ot:cupymg
the vicinity ‘of large portions of that fitb-
ftance, which is the proper feat of fenfi-
bility and voluntary power ; and therefore
ought by no means to ‘erter into the
definition of the difeafe. " Not ‘only ‘an
erroncous defcription  of “a diforder, but
even the afligning of an improper name to
a complaint, as Mr. Pott has répeatedly
obferved, leads to an improper ‘treatment
of that diforder ; and thus the art of medi=
cine often perpetuates the evils, which
it is its object to remove. In confequence
of fuch mifconception, I have frequently
feen the whole clafs of nervous medicines
employed, and the Bath waters prefcribed,
to relieve the paralylis of the lower extre-
mities, when, after the caufe of the diforder
was dete€ted, it was obvious that they muft
~ neceflarily have aggra{rated the difeafe 3
and I am very much inclined to believe that
many other diforders, reputed pervous, are

the

N il
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the operation of medicines in the upper
part of his bowels, in the lower numbnefs
prevailed. It was with difficulty that he
retained either food or medicine on his
ftomach; his pulfe was languid, and his
whole appearance evidenced him to be on
the verge of diffolution, which in a few

days afterwards tock place.

Upon enquiry into his hiftory and pre-
ceding fymptoms, he informed me, that
fourteen years ago he had received a bruife
from being prefled between two carriages,
which had caufed a vomiting of blood.
That for three or four years paft, he had
felt painful fenfations in his loins, from
which period he dated the commencement
of the diforder in his bladder.

On account of the pains in his feet, his
complaints were treated as proceeding from

theymati{m or the gout, and Bath waters
| WwWere
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wete prefcribed, but no advantage was des

rived from their ufe,

About a month before I faw him, a flight
degree of fullnefs was obferved in the region
of the os facrum ; but it was never {ufpected
that the original caufe of his diforder was
feated in that part.

Under a full perfuafion, that fome con-~
cealed mifchief in the neighbourhood of the
os facrum was the fource of his complaints,
after having procured an evacuation by the
help of caftor oil, I diretted cauftics to be
applied<to the protuberant part; but he
died before any feparation of the floughs
had taken place.

Upon examination of the body after
death, the colon, from its commencement
to the beginning of the re&um, appeared
confiderably enlarged, and much diftended
with fzces; the bladder alfo was greatly

G 2 enlarged,
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enlarged, its mufcular coat preternaturally
thickened, and its inner {urface fafciculated ;
but no ulcer, erofion, or any other injury
whatever, was difcerned.

- Upon examination of the os facrum, an
uncommon derangement prefented itfelf to
the fight, exhibiting the immediate fource
of the patient’s complicated complaints ;
the pofterior furface of that bone was fepa-
rated intirely by caries from the anterior 3
the diltemper had alfo penetrated deep in
its fubftance, having nearly obliterated thofe
procefles of the {pinal marrow, which form
the ifchiatic nerve, and greatly m_]ured the
{pinal marrow itfelf,

Upon an accurate furvey, every other
part of the {pine, and all the vifcera, both
of the thorax and abdomen, appeared pers
fectly found.

| Although

ot N
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Although it was the main obje@t and de=
fign of this publication, to illuftrate and
confirm, as far as my feeble powers would
admit, the doé&rine of that able pra&titioner,
who has deferved fo much of his country
and mankind ; yet, in the feleCtion of the
preceding cafes, and the enumeration of the
{ymptoms, attendant upon the various ftages
of this calamitous diforder, it was alfo my
defign to afford materials, for an early in<
veftigation of the frequently concealed fource
of complaints, differenced from each other
in their outward form, in origin fubftan-
tially the fame.” I have a fimilar end'in
view in the remaining pages of this tra&;
in which I fhall with fidelity repor€
fuch other particulars, as feem worthy
of attention, feleted from a great variety
of cafes, which fell within my immediate
obfervation; the narrative firft in ordef
forming the only exception to this rule.

The
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The hiftory, of which the following is
an abftrat, was communicated to me with
fuch circumftances of credibility, as would
not permit me to doubt of the accuracy of
the report. k

C ‘AS R XI.

A boy, about twelve years of age, received
a blow from a ftone, which ftruck his loins.
In the evening of the fame day he was
feized with a fhivering, which lafted about
five minutes ; a fever fucceeded, which ran
high during the night, but abated towards
the morning. At the fame period of time
a contraction of his legs took place, attended
with great debility of his lower extremities.
He complained of pains all over him, but
more particularly in his ftomach and the
fmall of his back.

As
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(s the accident, which gave occafion to
thefe fymptoms, was not known to the
friends of the patient, the diforder was
treated as a feverith complaint. It fome-
times remitted, at other times a perfect in=-
termiffion of the feverith f{ymptoms took
place. The power of moving his limbs
was daily diminifhed, until, at the clofe of
ten days from the time of the accident, he
was utterly incapable of lifting them from
the ground. At this period no {welling
was perceptible on his back.

In about 2 month after the time of re-
ceiving the injury, his fituation was truly
deplorable : his appetite was loft, his pulfe
was quick and feeble : he was affected with
a cough and purging, and the facies Hip-
pocratica was evident to an extreme degree.

At this time a lump was difcovered, about
the fize of a large egg, not much inflamed -

nor very painful, which comprehended the
fecond
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focond and third vertebrz of the loins, not
unlike a beginning abfcefs, . |

A larze incifion was made into the tus
mour, and two beans inferted: a kindly
{uppuration took place on the third day,
anvd at the end of a week he was confide-
rably better ; his countenance was more
enlivened, his pulfe improved, and the
power of moving his limbs in part re-

gained.

The iffue difcharging freely, the fwelling
'graduéll_}r abated, and in the fpace of a month
ingifely difappeared. ' ' 4

The iflues were dried up fooner than the
gentlernan who attended had dire€ted. At
the end of three months he was able to -
walk a confiderable diftance with little in=-
convenicnce, but every material change of

weather very fenfibly affeted him,

Few
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. Few -inftances, hitherto obferved, more
ftrongly point out the operation and advan-
tage of the iflues.

@ A 8§ B XII.

A labouring man for a. length of time
had been afflited with the ordinary
{fymptoms, attendant upon an _evidently
diftempered {pine. -He was admitted into
St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, and the cauftics
were applied according to the preferibed
mode. At ithe end of a few months he
foifar recovered, that he left the hofpital,
and returned to his work. The diforder
returning, in confequence of too early an
application to his employment, he a fecond
time petitioned for affiftance : the cauftics
were: @ fecond time direted ; but being
applied by a perfon, not under the imme-
diate infpection of Mr. Pott, about three
inches below the protuberance, they pro-

H . duced
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duced no effe@, though continued for many
weeks. At length, upon the remonftrance
of a gentleman better acquainted with
Mr. Pott’s mode of treatment, they were
renewed in the former place. The effe&
was quickly vifible. At the conclufion
of two months the patient was difcharged
in perfe health;

GO A A o, XIII.

boA girl was admitted into St. Bartholo~
mew’s Hofpital, afflicted with the diforder,
termed 'St. Vitus’s dance. Some of the
vertebra of the neck were very protuberant.
The cauftics were applied, and, from the
effe&s produced. by their ufe, it was evi-
dent the convulfive fymptoms were de=
rived' from :a diftempered fpine.. At the
clofe of a fhorter period than is wulual in
thefe cafes, the left the hofpital, free from
her complaint. | i &3
CASE
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Dl detb o i s TR

- I'lately attended a lady, of a very deli-
cate frame, who was frequently affeted
with pains in the ftomach, naufea, forenefs
of the fternum, languors, hyfteric rifings,
numbnefles, 'and cramps in the legs and
feet. ‘Her complaints, for the courfe of
feveral years, were attributed to the gout;
at length a protuberance was difcovered in
the {pine : upon further enquiry it appeared,
that this protuberance had {ubfifted for fome
'years, She complained allo of weaknefs
in her ancles, want of feeling in her hands,
and fenfations as if one fide was upon the
point of becoming paralytic, and a conftant
pain in the {mall of her back; the protu-
berant {pinous procefles of the affected ver.
tebre were tender to the touch. - I advifed
the application of the cauftics, but my

H 2 remon-
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remonftrances, as has happened not unfre-
quently in fimilar circumf{tances, have.

hitherto been urged in vain,

In the courfe of my attendance at
St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, and alfo in my
private practice, I have not unfrequently -
met with complaints, arifing from a great
variety of affignéd caufes, which bore a
ftrong anzlogy to fome of the preceding
‘cafes. In feveral patients, of a delicate
habit of body, who in early life had expe~
tienced fcrofulous complaints, I have ob-
ferved the joints of the knees to' be fecble,
{woln, and painful ; the articulations alfo 'of
the fpine were fimilarly affected, many of
them evidencing great fenfibility upon the
pentleft touch, and in a flight degree pro-
tuberant, Palpitations of the heart, incon-
tinence of urine, general debility, and ir-
regular pains in the legs and feet, have
accompanied thefe fymptoms. In other

inftances, thefe pains have been termed
rheu-
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rheumatic, by the patients or their friends,
and have been attributed to the effeGts of
cold. I have often had reafon to believe,
‘that thefe complaints were the confequences
of venereal indulgence, and that they fome-~
times terminate in a paralyfis of the lower

extremities and a carious {pine.

In two or three inftances I have obferved,
that the termination of fever has been at-
tended with circumftances, that {eemed to
indicate an inflammation and confequent ab-
{cefs, either in the fpine itfelf orits vicinity ;
but this I offer merely as matter of con=
je€ture, not having fufficient authority, either
from diffe&ions or the effe&t of cauftics, to

affert the faé.

When 1 ‘firft attended to this fubject,
I was inclined to believe that thofe parts
alone, whofe nerves are derived from the
{pinal marrow, below the injured.vertebra,

or from its immediate vicinity, were affe&ted
with
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-with numbnefs, pain, paralyfis, or: fpafm;
but many cafes have lately been obferved
in the hofpital I attend, and others I have
feen in privat& prattice, ‘in which the upper
extremities have been affected, although the
diforder occupied parts of the fpine, con-
ﬁderabiy beneath the urigiﬂs of the axillary
plexus. I conceive it would not be a
matter of difficulty to explain this fa&, as
well as many others of a fimilar kind, frem '
the dorine lately advanced by the inge-
nious ScARrPA, refpeéting the nature and
ufe of the ganglions of the nerves, and the
confequent prevalence of {ympathy ian the
nervous {yftem; but it would be a departure
from my purpofe to introduce theoretical
difquilitions into an eflay merely practical.
Whether the following cafe can be urged as
an evidence of the fact, I will not pofitively
determine ; the detail of it, however, may
perhaps anfwer fome purpofes of no lefs im-

pﬂﬂanﬂﬁ.

CASE
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'R.'-I.'a'agcd tivén'fy"-fdur years, was ad-
mitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital in
May, 1781. | DOV

: E#ei:y: attention ‘poflible was afforded to
“his cafe by the phyfician.” The following
remedies were  prefcribed : Mithridat. cuny
fpir. Minder. pil. aroratic—rad: val. fylv,
p. femin. finap. aa dr.j. cum deco&. cort.—
baln. frigid.—julep. volat.—ol. e pedibus
bovin.—tinét. guaiac. volat. ter die—infuf.
lenit. pro re natai—hauft. oleos. cum mannd

—cnema Terebinth. —ol. ricini, fextis horis.

At the clofe of fix weeks from the date
- of his:admiffion, upon-the recommendation

of theattending phyfician, he was examined
by
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by Mr. Pott. The tenth vertebra of the
back was found confiderably protuberant.

The following is an abftra&® of his
fymptoms ‘at this period :

- He lay conftantly on his back, unable to
turn -himfelf in bed, and ﬁ]mg&_jigtirﬂly
deprived of the ufe of all his limbs. His
legs, fix or feven times in an hﬂuf, were
drawn upwards with convulfive twitchings,
his gredt toes and fingers being alfo agitated
with {pafms. His head at the fame time
was drawn violently backward ; all thefe
convulfive motions were attended with con=
fiderable anxiety. INumbnefs -prevailed in
his loins, his knees, and feet, The fenfe of
feeling and powers of motion were deftroyed
in almoft every part of -his frame : his ab-
domen was {woln and hard: an obftinate
coftivene(s and difficulty of making 'water
were fuperadded to thefe fufferings ; a vio-
. lent
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lent pain- was felt in the protuberant ver-
tebra, when he was under the influence of

the fpafms.

It appeared from his hiftory, that he had
been affeCted with the lues, and for {fome
years paft had been very much devoted to

venereal indulgences.

Thq firt fymptom that alarmed him,
was a ftiffnefs in his neck, which came
upon him fuddenly in the night, about
three months before the time of his admif-
fion. At the end of two months from the
firft feizure, his right leg began to be
affected. The cold-bath was prefcribed at
this period, which aggravated his com-
plaints. " He gradually grew worfe, till a
general coldnefs prevailed through the whole
fyltem, and every part of his frame was
affected with paralyfis or fpaim.

N The




]

- The application of the cauftics was at«
tended with very little advantage: through
a defect of the vital power, they occafioned
no pain ; and it was with difficulty nature
effe@ted a feparation of the floughs: his
diftrefling {ymptoms continued till his
death, which took place in about two
months after the nature of his complaint
was afcertained.

In two or three inftances I have obferved
the upper cervical vertebrz affe@ed. In
one of thefe a colle&tion of matter was
found in the vicinity of the fecond vertebra,
commonly termed dentata. The unhappy
fufferer, upon every motion of his head,
felt a pain defcend in the courfe of the
fpinal marrow, with general numbnefs, and
fometimes pricking pains at the extremities

of his toes and fingers.

I am fenfible that the credit of a re-
medy
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medy frequently fuccefsful, is often im-
paired by its injudicious or too extenfive
application, yet, feeing every reafon to eon-
clude with Mr. Pott, that the advéntage
gained from the cauftics is in a great mea-
fure owing to the new irritation, or difcharge,
occafioned by them in the vicinity of the
affeCted part, I cannot omit this opportu-

nity of recommending their ufe in many
idiopathic affections of the head.

Iffues in the neck have frequently been
advifed, in cafes of apoplexy and palfy, by
phyficians and furgeons of the greateft name,
It is to be withed that the effe@ts of cauftics
in removing the aiﬂreﬂing fymptﬂ'ms, at-
tendant upon a diftempered {pine, may lead
practitioners to a more general application
of this remedy, when the primary fource
of fenfation and motion is the feat of the

com plain £,
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I am perfuaded, that if all the cafes of
a diftempered {pine, which have ﬂqcufred
during the laft five years at St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hofpital, were faithfully and cir-
cumftantially reported, great advantage
would be derived to medical knowledge,
and the mode of treatment, recommended
by Mr. Pott, be f{till more evidently de-
monitrated. The interefts of truth have
ﬁothing to apprehend from the keennefs of
inveftigation, and the utmoft feverity of
human judgment. I fhould therefore wifh
to fee the doctrine, advanced by that accoms
plilhed practitioner, further difcufled, con-
vinced, that its harmeny with truth and
reafon would be eftablithed by an appeal
to fa& : the hofpitals of this metropolis'and
kingdom would afford too many oppor-
tunities of afcertaining this point.

iam fenfible that the preceding details
are in many refpedts imperfe€t: from an

hope
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hope, however, that they may not be il-
together unufeful, they are with deference
fubmitted to the indulgent candour of the
public.

It remains that I {ubjoin the refult of

my own experience and obfervation on this
{ubject.

The general conclufions, fuggeﬂed- by the
preceding cafes, and above twice the num-
ber of others, to which I have afforded a

diftin& attention, are as follows:

1. That the cauftics, which were indif-
criminately applied in every ftage of the
difeafe, were the efficient means of cure
in a2 majority of the cafes, and that they
generally fucceeded, when the cafe could

with propriety be termed a fair one,

~.2. That in'.the remainder, with one or

two
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AT wepreR GO RO B O

CASE. OF ' CATALEPSY.

LTHOUGH the fubjoined hiftory has

no connexion with the preceding

cafes, I truft the perufal of it will not be
" unpleafing to my readers, as it relates to a
diforder of unfrequent occurrence in ordi-

nary practice.

In the latter end of the laft year, I was
defired to vifit a young lady, who for nine
months
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months had been afflicted with that fingular
diforder termed a catalepfy. Although fhe
was prepared for my vifit, the was feized

with the diforder as foon as: my' arrival

was announced. She was employed in
netting, and was paffing the needle through
the mefth; in which pofition fhe imme-
diately became rigid, exhibiting, in a
very pleafing form, a figure of death-like
fleep, beyond the power of art to imitate,
or the imagination to conceive. Her fore-
-head-v{ras ferene, her features perfetly come
pofed. The palenefs of her colour, her
breathing at a diftance being alfo fcarce per-~
céptible, operated in rendering the fimilitude
to marble moréexact and {triking.. The pofi-
tioh of her fingers, hands, and arms, was.al-
tered with difficulty ; but they preferved

every form of flexure; they acquired : nor,
were the mufcles of the neck exempted -

from this law ; her head maintaining every

fituation,in which the hand could place.it,

as firmly as her limbs, (.- 5l G D
Upon

T N ——
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- Upod gently raifing the eyelids, they
imquiat:ly clofed, with a degree of fpafm.
The iris contrated upon the approach of a
tandle, as in a ftate of vigilance ; the eye-,
ball itfelf 'was flightly agitated with a-tre=
mulous miotion, not difcernible when the
‘eyelid had defcendeds

- About Balf an Hour after my arrival, the
figidity in her limbs and ftatue-like ap-
pearance being yet unaltered, (ke fung
three plgaiﬁﬁve‘ fongs; in a tone of voice fo
élegaritly expreffive; and with fuch affe@ing
friodulatiofi, as evidently pointed out, how
much the moft powerful ‘paffionl of the
ind was - concerfied in the produétion
of her diforder; as indeed her hiftory con-
firmed. In & few minutes aftérwards fhe
fighed deeply, and the fpafin in her limbs
was immediafely relaxéd. Sheé complained
that fhe could not 6pen het eyes, her hands
grew cold, a gengrsﬂ tremor followed; but;
in a few feconds recovering intirely her re-

K ¢olleétion
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ollection 1nd powers of miotion fhe €nteted
into a detail of her fymptams, and’the'hif=
tory of her: erm'PIlﬂ.Iﬂt§‘ befoernes eni odT
[+ 3 von ¢ 1o g1eil st e olboed

" Shie' iniforfned tné, ‘that fhe had o Fedbld
letion whatever of -whaf‘paﬁ’etl in'the fits:
that upon coming out of it-he'n:frlfl'ﬂ;é'ffl?
fatigue, in proportion to the time of their
Eontinaricé ;. '4nd that they Tometimes lafted
for five hours, thotigh gencrally fdr ar&iusﬁ
ﬂmﬂer ﬁcrmd san - 297 l.-- od - osnEiEq
&t #oiov Yo 3rot £ 6i +9n 'q o9
% She Furthcr reldted, that the fits teturned
énee or twice a day, - fométimes more’ fred
ﬁﬂénf‘ly ;but that fhe was nevef froubled
with “therh in 'the night. "She fomefifes
Ioft her fight and fpeech, the  power oves
her limbs; “and her intéilée@ual faculties re=
maining ‘ufimpairgd.” | The fits” frequently
attacked her without any previous warnings
at ‘othér times; a-fluttering at'her tomachj
and a fixed pam at the tdp of het - headj
| | et - eccopying
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pccupying a part which he could cover w,gga
) .aﬁnggr, '.mguqqced.,thmr a‘pprqap’h,,

-
]
-s

.Hy&e:ical riﬁngs in l}cr' t-hrnat ;ppe;rz-
.ances of fire; pains;in; her, eyr:s, and not
Jnfrequently in her. teeth ﬂatulcncc a ffr}fe
of weight in her. ﬁnmacb qfter eatmg; with
convulfive motions in the regmn of thqt -
organ, were fuperadded fymptoms, of which
fhe muych complained,

Her diforder was éﬁdently exafperated at
the appruaﬁ‘l of the catamema, which were
;:unfcantly prpfent at thc rcgular pemd.

ﬁpc was always much 3g‘1tatﬂd Prcvmuﬂy to

""""" la.d 4-"-'
2 ﬁorm of thunder and every material
it g0
alteratmn of the meather pruduccd a fcnﬂé{
- Tl iy "‘FI 1"!'

sﬁqﬁa 201 18 _,;"_-.J'._ v!ig) { dmeY

{ s O qQus
14“51‘1«1-:' fhe had dlfmur‘f&d for fome tuch

1.“1

?Wxth apparent calmnefs, thﬁ L_mwerfal aﬂn
ik i a'&
fuddenly returned Her featulrcs now um-

‘¢d a different fﬂrm, denatmg a ' mind f’cmng]y
TN K 2 imprefied

o A
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impreffed with apxicty and apprehienfier,
At times the uttered ﬂnmmd vehement ex-
clamations, ina piercing tone of voice, exprefy
five of the paffions that agitated hermind; her
hands being ﬂrongly locked in each othtf,
and all her mufcles, thofe fubfervient to
fpeech excepted, being affeCted with ﬂ:rb
fame ngxduy as bzforc.

During the time of my attendance, fimi-
lar appearances were frequently exhibited.

Iwap mférmed by the family of many
parp.gularmcs in the accefs of the dlfordtr.
all denoting its lnﬂapumus effect upon
the nervous fyf[cm. She once was feized
in my prefence while drinking tea, and be-
came univerfally qﬁ& at the mﬂ:nht the
was advancing the tea-cpp to her mnuth |
Her tears fometimes ﬂpwed copiouly, wh:l;
every internal as well as external fenfe ﬁ:cmed

;ancly I@;kEd up m ﬂeep

I will
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T will now proceed to defcribe the pros
grefs of the diforder, and the mode of treate
pment, before fhe was intrulted to my care,

It appears, that for many years before
the accefs of the cataleptical {ymptoms,
fhe had fuffered much from violent head~
achs, particularly that fpecies of head-ach,
termed clavus hyftericus. Her {pirits were
eafily difcompofed. Her fingers, upon
touching cold fubftances, would frequently
Jofe their natural heat and fa&li_r;g; Her
‘habitof body had been uncommonly coftive,
but of late her bowels were much difturbed
‘by ‘every kind of laxative. Her nervous
‘complaints were always particulaﬂy trouble~
fome at the approach of ram, and aﬂ:ﬂr a
ﬂr:eplefs mght.

Her dxfnrder cumm&nccd W:th hyfteric
ﬁts to thefe fucceeded a delirium of feve-
ral days continuance, attended with ﬂlght
ﬂﬁvétmgs, but no other fign of fever: the

catalepfy
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catalepfy followed. next.in order, which at
firfk affeGted her | with only fingle fits, ata
week or-forgnight’s interval; thefe gradually
advanced in ftrength and frequency, until,
sy her -own fufferings, and her fcnﬁbiﬁty,;
on account of the anxiety of her frieﬁds,;ﬂu#
was reduced ta the moft pitiable diftrefs,

o+ Beforeg I ﬁ;w.hﬁr.ﬂa_a had been under the
care of a phyfician of e:x':ingp_cq. in the
country, who had attended to her cafe with
fingular humanity, and had prefcribed various
medicines of the nervous kind, which at
one time produced fo favourable an effect,
as. even to|flatter with the profpe&t of a
.cure; but the f{ymptoms rct_urnibng with
angcreafed violence, thmugb frefh anxiety
of mind, the fame courfe of medicine wgs
not attended with thc'famﬂ {uccefs.

Mufk, opium, apd bark, the latter of
. which did not always agree with her bowels,
-were found moft effetive, Of mufk, fhe
) | had
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fiad taken to the amiount of 4'drachmi and &
Kalf each day. Its ufe removed a fenfe of
¢hilldefs; “of ‘which ' fhe before had much
complained. A few dropsof’ laudanum- at
the hour of ré@t had alfo BBensattc‘nded with

oryole

advantage.”’
i
After I had tried =ther—liquor anodyn.
miineral!,  Hoffm~~ol.  cflent. e'flor.” cha-
mem.—ol. fuccini—extract, cicut.—rubig
chalyb. ppt=(alfuccinj—julep e camphord,
and opium in a great varicty of forms, with-
out much advance, [ found the’ follewing
apphcatmn had an ewdent good effet :
! B s JoMangs 3300
! u‘fTBq._'n@P{pcbﬁﬂ:wl;;. : golint
s oQamphore 35 drachli
| Empla{hgﬁﬁbﬁlﬁﬁ@. ‘il s. f. em=
plaft. regioni ventriculi admo-
voapo o Neddwn! [:ixr Moqu maibaid
i S5aRawb v ', y scly Py ey 19
bhi‘emna tht «tﬁ'c&i. o’:;.:hm application,
and refle@ing upon the many tokens of

debility
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debility which her flomach exhibited; . I
direCted my attention to the firengthening
‘of thdt orget, and, notwithftanding the
difcduraging ¢irctimftances ‘that had for-
merly attended the exhibition of the bark,
determined to make another trial of its
power.

- I chofe the following form 6f preparationg
which Dr. Whytt had found to be partiéu~
larly ferviceable it hyfterical complaintss

R, Copt. Pefiv. p, uncias dias,

Rad. gentian.

Cort. aurantior. ia r.!‘rachnias fcx,
mifce = infunde in fpir. vinof.
Gallic. 1b. ii. in balneo arenz,
per dies fex & cola,

f"mdhg gpont trial that half an ouncé
of this tin@ure, the quantity dire&ed by
Dr. Whytt, though diluted with' two ounces
of










