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Gen. chap. iii.
ver. 14.

4

what is now called unnecessary cruelty and destruction,
you recommend (such seems your doctrine) as fulfilling
the glorious intentions of the Divine Creator; and
throughout the above disquisition, to me, you appear to
argue upon the view that death is a blessing, and not a
curse.

You proceed, ¢ My present object is briefly to shew
that the authority of scripture affords no foundation for
supposing the inferior animals to be included in the sen-
tence of death pronounced upon the fall of man, the ser-
pent excepted.”

May I beg your attention to the following :—

¢« And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the

field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life."” g ,

What, Sir, is the legitimate construction of this verse,
but that all cattle, and every beast of the field, were cursed,
the serpent most so ?

Then, by a strange method of argument, forsaking
those passages in Genesis which really elucidate the subject,
you prefer citing passages from the New Testament, to
prove that death is by no inspired writer spoken of as a
penal dispensation to any other living creature, excepting
Adam and his posterity.

I observe upon this peculiarity, the inconsistency of
which must be apparent, that you look for evidence in
the New Testament, a testament entirely devoted to the
re-election of man, through the Redeemer, and which
consequently could not be supposed, a priori; 1o cﬂn.tnin
anv allusion to animals, further than what 1s contained
inuyour text, Romans, v. chap. 12. _ i

Confessing, however, that the general bearing of this
text favours the construction, that but for the sin of the
first man, death would not have entered the world, you



g

object, first, that it is opposed to your theory of geology ;
and, secondly, that the opinion would never have been en-
tertained by any one who had carefully consulted the
sacred volume on the subject.
To the first objection I reply, that Lord Bacon, in his
work on the advancement of knowledge, pronounces our
ignorance of human comparative anatomy to be a great
deficient in natural philosophy ; and humbly attempting
to follow so great a master, I have endeavoured to shew, %ﬁ?}: on
that of the comparative philosophy of the whole physical gt
world, not only of the human, but also of the animal,
vegetable, mineral, and morbid kingdoms, we are in
almost total ignorance, and that primitive creation being
given with the relative ¢ temperature of the seasons” to
find out comparative philosophy, is a grand and mighty
problem for human intellect to solve.
That such changes do occur must clearly appear to
the merest noviciate in philosophy; and an illustration
of this truth may be offered in the island of Jamaica,—
a little world within itself; for Captain Tulloch informs
us, that * In the island of Jamaica almost any variety of Examples of
climate may be procured. At a residence, 4200 feet ;?jﬂ:::}‘l';:’_
above the level of the sea, the range of the thermometer human,animal,
is from 55° to 65°; in the winter it falls as low as 44°, :ﬁf{ﬂﬁsmﬁ:
There the vegetation of the tropics disappears, and is Pid-
supplanted by that of the temperate regions. The in-
habitants are said to enjoy a degree of longevity rarely
attained in other countries, and to exhibit that ruddy
glow of health which marks the countenance in northern
climates, and forms a striking contrast to the pallid,
sickly residents of the less elevated districts.
“ The diseases of the tropics, too, seem, like the vege-
table productions, to be restricted to certain altitudes and
particular degrees of temperature.”
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Again : if we compare the modern Lgyptian with the
ancient Ilgyptian mummies, &ec. ; and further, the Euro-
pean, Asiatic, and Egyptian Mahomedan with each other,
it will clearly appear, that notwithstanding identity of
religion, diet, &c., the European has his distinet phy-
sical organization, the Asiatic, his distinet physical organ-
ization, and the Egyptian, his distinct physical organ-
ization ; the latter closely approximating the ancient
Egyptian and modern Copt. And hence it will be
difficult to avoid the conclusion, that national greatness
is relative, and not absolute, up to a certain point, defined
only by the extent of the universe; that it reposes in
human comparative anatomy, the cause of which is the
« temperature of the seasons.” If we require another
familiar illustration of this philosophy, it is only necessary
to read any history of the United States of America, or
of the changes which have already taken place in the
colony of New South Wales, as manifested in the com-
parative philosophy of its inhabitants when compared
with the inhabitants of Great Britain.

It thus appears that the same causes which produce a
particular condition of the animal kingdom also deter-
mine a particular aptitude or condition of the vegetable
and mineral kingdoms.

Hence every zone, nation, and territory has that par-
ticular animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdom which
is best for its physical wants.

The torrid zone has its comparative world, its animal,
vegetable, mineral, and morbid kingdoms. The tem-
perate and frigid, theirs also.

The tropical diet is incompatible with the tenl?emm
zones; the temperate with the frigid. Soalso of animals,
vegetables, diseases, and remedies. : +

These truths constitute a part of comparative philo-
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ness and tranquillity of the kingdom of the Messiah are
not unfrequently referred to in support of the opinion,
that before the fall of man the races of carnivorous beasts
may have had instincts and organizations different from
those they now possess, and that the lion might literally
‘“ have eaten straw like the ox,” &c.; and you favour us
with what you think the reasonable opinion of many
learned divines, that we are not bound to the literal in-
terpretation of these passages, but may consider them
emblematic and figurative, such as * The mountains
and the hills shall break forth into singing, and all the
trees of the field shall clap their hands.”

In my ¢ Essay on Consumption” I have endeavoured
to trace a faint outline of natural and comparative philo-
sophy, and also to shew, according to my Lord Bacon,
that a vast and boundless gult’ of ignorance is placed
between owrselves and primitive creation; and that in
the present condition of our almost entire ignorance, it is
illogical to deny that the advancement of physical philo-
sophy may not unfold, kow, in primitive creation, the lion
might have eaten straw like the ox, how the wolf might
have laid down with the lamb, and how the young child
might have put his hand in the cockatrice’s den, and all
this ¢ with no hurt.” And thus, reducing the number
of primitive animals on the one hand, and their nature
on the other, they might have all quietly reposed in the
ark, appointed by God ; the calf, the young lion, and the
fatling together; and a little child might have led them.

In favour of this view, it may be observed, that even
where other circumstances (temperature of seasons, &c.)
are the same, a remarkable change in the physical condi-
tion of an animal is found to follow a corresponding
change of diet. Chevreul found, on feeding dugf-; for a
long time on the herbivorous diet, that the excretions of
the animals approached the nature of the excretions of the
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herbivora, and lost, in the same degree, the peculiar charac-
ter of the exeretions of the earnivora ; and if the excre~
tions, so also must the blood, whence most of the excretions
are derived ; and further, if the blood, then in a degree
also, ifs nature. In the infancy of this philosophy no
man can say the extent of its application ; but it is blindly
acknowledged in the training of pugilists, and in it is
also cradled the history of imperial Rome in the relation
of the finding of Romulus and Remus.

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its fulfilment is not un-
worthy notice here:—

17. ¢ And let his portion be with beasts in the grass of the earth

18. * Let his heart be changed from man’s, and leta beast’s heart be
given unto him ; and let seven times pass over him.

30. “The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I
have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power,
and for the honour of my majesty ?

31, * While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice
from heaven, saying, O, King Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken,
The kingdom is departed from thee.

32. * And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be
with the beasts of the field : they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen,
and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the Most

High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he
will.

33. “ The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar,
and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body
was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagle’s
feathers and his nails like bird's claws.”

The history of Peter, the German wild boy, is also to
this purpose.

Again, if her most gracious majesty, Queen Victoria,
should please to visit that part of the United Kingdom
called Scotland, is it not quite possible that the moun-
tains and hills of Old Caledonia, covered by the bonny
Scot, would break forth into singing, and all the trees of
the field would clap their hands.  Sic parva, magnis.

Where, then, the necessity for repudiating the literal
meaning ?

Daniel, ch. iv.
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discover more philosophy in one verse of Moses than in
all the bulky volumes I have ever read, which teach that
the beginning was not the beginning, that it ¢ palters
with us in a double sense,” or that the human race pro-
ceeded not from one Adam, but from half-a-dozen.

As negative evidence in favour of the Mosaic theory,
I must observe, that Moses (whom Lord Bacon calls
God’s first notary) was skilled in all the learning of the
Egyptians, who were so famed for learning that Plato
makes an KEgyptian priest say even to Solon, “ Ye
Greeks are but as little children, you have no antiquity
of knowledge, nor any knowledge of antiquity.”

But, great as was the wisdom of the Egyptians, Solo-
mon excelled in wisdom all the children of the east
country and all the wisdom of Egypt; and yet we read
of no succession of creations ; notwithstanding his vast ac-
quaintance and proficiency in natural philosophy, for
“ he spake of trees from the cedar tree that is in Leba-
non, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the
wall.”

I do not by these quotations, Sir, intend an appeal
to the ¢ argumentum ad verecundiam,” at best a very
doubtful and indecisive method ; but rather to submit
humbly for your consideration, whether it be not quite
possible that the difficulty (much exaggerated) of recon-
ciling certain phenomena with the Mosaic account of
creation may arise entirely from our comparative
ignorance with the wisdom of Moses. Primitive creation
being given, with the relative ¢ temperature of seasons,”’
to find out the comparative philosophy of the whole
human, lingual, animal, vegetable, mineral, nay, even
morbid kingdoms, in 6000 years, is surely no 5]'{:"]“-
problem to solve, ere we can advance from one creation
to another, if it be so. : y
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the sun. Here is a palpable alteration of the original text.
No sane person ever existed so utterly stupid as to believe
anything so absurd. TFrom the most brutal savage to a
Newton or La Place all the human race would equally
repel such nonsense.” And yet I freely aver my belief,
that the opinion which supposes that light proceeds
primarily from the sun, moon, and stars, is a gross -
lusion, by which I mean, a false induction from a true
and indisputable fact; as, for example, Baron Hum-
boldt, observing that yellow fever did not occur beyond
a certain elevation of the earth’s surface, concluded that
such elevation was the cause of immunity from yellow
fever ; but elevated height implies diminution of tempe-
rature, and this latter is the true cause of immunity from
yellow fever. 3
Finally, if, in the present state of our knowledge, or Professor

rather ignorance, certain physical phenomena (but of S¢48evick:
which I have never heard or read) appear irreconcile-
able with that construction of Genesis which believes the
world to have been created only 6000 years, is it a fair
logical induction that they are really s0? Does not
intellect vary as much as stature? Are not subjects
difficult of comprehension by one individual clearly un-

derstood by another ? And is it not the same of genera-
tions ?

*“ We think our fathers fools, so wise we grow ;
Our wiser sons, no doubt, will think us so.”

Where, then, is the individual so mad as to believe
that the present generation has arrived at the “ ne plus
ultra” of intellectual com prehension ?

Alas! the physical world is but typical of the moral,
where we daily see

* Atoms and systems into ruin hurl'd,
And now a bubble burst, and now a world”

of Quackery,













