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' j Treatment of Cholera Epidemics in India.

f .
diseuss M. Pasteur’s hope of cultivating the germ, and
producing a milder form of cholera, which, like vaccina-
tion in small-pox, might prove a protection from the
disease. In so far as a severe attack of cholera affords
no protection from subsequent attacks, it is not probable
that a milder attack of cholera would be more efficacious.
There are one or two practical points which guided the
measures of Government in 1861 which will elucidate
the practice then en-fpréqd, and which still prevails. The
first is; the early recognition of the presence of the disease.
Up to that date the stage of malaise was not usually
recognised, while the second stage of diarrhcea was loudly
denied by many, who stated that cholera could only be
recognised when collapse and suppression of urine were
present. It is my opinion that those who do not diagnose
cholera till the stage of collapse has arrived, will sacrifice
many sick who might have been saved. The earlier the
disease is diagnosed, the simpler. and milder the remedies
required to assist Nature to conquer it. The medicine
recommended and generally used in India is a mild carmi-
native pill, which if taken needlessly will do no harm, but
which when taken early has checked the disease in tens of
thousands of cases. If the cholera pills are not given till
collapse has supervened they are powerless, as well as the
strongest stimuli, I do not consider the chemical ingre-
dients of these pills as antidotes to the poison, but they
are stimulants to the stomach whilst its sensibility, though
impaired by the presence of the poison, is not paralysed, as
it is in collapse. The action of the medicine is to promote
the action of the stomach in the secretion of the gastric
juice, which is known to be the most powerful agent in
destroying all the microbes, or lower vitalities, which
accompany or produce putrefaction or fermentation. The
excessive rapidity with which these lower vitalities increase
when unrestrained is a fact of natural history ; they mul-
tiply by tens of thousands. in a few hours. The stomach
and intestines appear to be the primary seat of the germ.
Should this view be correct, it would explain the extinc-






















