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VI.—MEDICAL INFORMANTS.

The following is the explanatory statement referved to in the
Circular of July 10th, 1845.

“ The recent Act for registering Births, Deaths and Marriages in
England, presents an opportunity for obtaining that great desideratum
in medical statistics, a more exact statement of the eauses of death, in
the case of every registered death throughout the whole of England and
Woales, after the month of June next ensuing.

“ The Register-Books in which all deaths are to be registered after
the last day of June, 1837, contain columns wherein may be inserted
the cause of death, in juxtaposition with those other important illustrative
circumstances, the sex, the age, and the profession or calling of the
deceased person. JEach Register- Book will also be assigned to a par-
ticular District of small extent, and will thus show in what part of the
kingdom each death has occurred. If, therefore, the cause of death be
correctly inserted, there will exist thenceforward public documents, from
whence may be derived a more accurate knowledge, not only of the com-
parative prevalence of various mortal diseaata? as regards the whole of
England and Wales, but also of the localities in which they respectively
prevail, and the sex, age, and condition of life which each principally
affects,

“ For the attainment of this object, it is necessary to ensure, as far as
it is possible, the correct insertion of the ¢ cause of death.’ It is obvious
that on this subject the requisite information can seldom be given to the
Registrar, except by the medical attendant of the deceased person ; and
that even if the Registrar be a medical practitioner (which in many
instances will be the case), yet will he often be unable to ascertain the
truth in this respect, if he is to depend solely on the reports of persons
ignorant of medicine and of the names and nature of diseases; and it
cannot be expected that from his own knowledge he will be able so
far to correct their errors as to ensure a statement worthy of credit.
The requisite information must therefore be supplied either directly or
indirectly by the medical attendant of the deceased person; that is to
say, if such medical attendant is not applied to by the Registrar, he
must afford the requisite information to those other persons to whom
the Registrar must apply.

“ The persons who, according to the Act for Registering Births,
Deaths, and Marriages in England, must give information to the Regis-
trar on being requested so to do, are ‘ some person present at the death,
or in aftendance during the last illness ;* or ¢ in case of the death, illness,
mability, or default of all such persons, the oceupier of the house or
tenement ; or, if the occupier be the person who shall have died, some
inmate of the house or tenement in which such death shall have hap-
pened.” It is also provided that, ‘ for the purposes of this Act, the
master or keeper of every gaol, prison, or house of correction, or work-
house, hospital, or lunatic asylum, or public or charitable institution,
shall be deemed the oceupier thereof.’
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Statistical Nosology. 41

(4 )—EXTERNAL CAUSES: POISONING, ASPHYXIA,
INJURIES.

Great numbers of the cases of disease in the previous classes are caused
by external agents; by intemperance, cold, want, and effluvial poisons.
But where the external causes are not striking and obvious, they are
very properly not registered ; for so much of their general influence as
can be surmised is always understood to be in operation, and to be sus-
ceptible of demonstration, by reasoning on the wider basis of the aggre-
gate facts. In the registration of deaths under this class, the following
points should be attended to :— : _ .

(1.) Before deaths are ascribed to intemperance, starvation, poison, or
injury, its agency should be distinctly ascertained.

(2.) Where a person who has suffered from previous intemperance,
starvation or poison, dies of a specific disease, the cause of death should
be registered * Infempermme, delivium tremens;”’  *° Starvation,
typhus,” &e. &c.

(3.) In the deaths by mechanical violence, the nature of the injury
may be stated. The etreumstances in which the death happened, and
the machine, railway, mine, factory, work, or animal, by which it was
caused, should be stated.

(4.) With reference to the circumstances which attended the death,
it should be inquired whether it was an accident, a suicide, manslaughter,
murder, justifiable homicide, or judicial execution; and the result of
the injury should be registered.

(5.) The duration of illness, dating from the receipt of the injury, or
the operation of the cause, should always be stated.

For full instructions respecting the registration of violent deaths, see the
Letter to Coroners, and the subsequent observations. part 2.

(Orfila, Devergie, Beck, Christison, Taylor.)

Names to be used.

135. INTEMPERANCE. Drunkenness; ebriositas; ebrietas.

Habitual and excessive indulgence in spirits, wine, or fermented liquors is
to be generally understood by intemperance : where opium or any other drug
is taken, and when children or other persons are suddenly destroyed by a
large draught of spirits, the particulars should be mentioned.

Intoxication leads to accidents of various kinds, which should be registered,
; In;:n:i:-.a.ﬁun; fall from a horse.” ¢ Intoxication; exposure to cold,”

c. &e,

Many drunkards are exposed alternately to, and die from, the effects of
starvation, and intemperance ; their deaths should be registered, * Intemper-
ance ; Starvation,” from want of shelter, clothing or food, State any im-
portant facts of the case,

Ex.— Intoxication ; effusion on brain, — hours.

Eixhaustion caused by the over use of stimulants, — years.

136 Stanvation. Want of food ; destitution; cold:
4 fames ; frigus.

This is generally intended to imply the privation of the necegsar quantities
of food, clothing, and firing, If any person be unhappily ntnrvuj in the last
stages of consumption (or other chronic diseases) the death should be regis-
tered, * Consumption end starvation :” and the arrangement should be
reversed where the starvation is believed to be the cause of the fatal disease,
Death by starvation may, it is evident, in different cireumstances be nn acci-
tent, a suicide, manslaughter or murder; and should be distinguished accord-
ingly. Wihere a person dies from exposure to eold in a snow-storm, or in a
frosty night, and when infants are murdered by exposure to cold, or die from
the want of their natural nutriment, milk, the speciic circumstauces should
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Names to be used.,

(f) Oxalic Acid.

« If a person, immediately after swallowing a solution of a erystalline salt,
which tasted purely and strongly acid, is attacked with burning in the throat,
then with burning in the stomach, vomiting, particularly of bloody matter,
imperceptible pulse, and excessive langour, and dies in half an hour, or still
more, in 20, 15, or 10 minutes, [ do not know any fallacy that can interfere
with the conclusion that oxalic acid was the cause of death.”—Christison.
Oxalic acid is often mistaken for Epsom salts, from which it is easily distin-
guished by the taste. The salts are not acid, but bitter.

Sulphurie Acid (0il of Vitriol),

(g) { Nitrie Aeid (Aquafortis),

Hydrochlorie Aeid.

Are liquid corrosive poisons. * If, immediately after swallowing a liquid
which causes a sense of burning in the throat, gullet, and stomach, viodent
vemiting ensues, particularly if the vomited matter is mixed with élood ; if the
mouth becomes whife or yellow, and stripped of its lining membrane, and the
cheeks, neck, or neighbouring parts show vesications of white, and subse-
quently yellow or brown, excoriated spots; if the ¢lothes show red spots, and
are disintegrated there, I cannot see any objection to the inference that aitrie
or sulphuric acid has been taken,”—Christison.

(h) Ligquor Potasse.
Ex.—Liquor Potassce (quantity not known), 24 howrs, (p. m.)
(¢) Carbonie Aecid.
The circumstances in which this and other poisonous gases are inhaled

should be stated. Carbonic acid is given off by lime-kilns, fermenting liguors
(in brewers' vats for instance), and burning charcoal.

138 @ ScavLp.
i Burn. Combustura. See Note 139.

139 ExrrosIoN.

It should be stated what part is affected ; whether the injury occurred in
any mine, &c. ; and what circumstances led to the fatal explosion, burn, or seald.

140 LicaTNING.

State briefly in all cases where the patient was struck, whether under a tree,
Jin a house, &e. ; the nature of any visible injury on the body ; and any cir-
cumstances which can explain the course the lightning took, or the death.

Suspension of Respiration.
141 « Hancixneg. Asphyxia by suspension at the neck.
Suspensio.
b STRANGLING, Asphyxia by a ligature tied round

the neck, Strangulatio.

¢ SurrocaTioN (or OVERLAY- Asphyxia by closing the mouth and
ING.) nostrils. Suffocatio.
d CHOKING. Asphyxia by a mechanical obstruc-
tion causing closure of the glottis,
(Dr. Kay, Dr. Carpenter.)
142 ImmerstioN 1N Nirrogen Asphyxia by privation of oxygen.
_ (or in any irrespirable gas.)
143 DrowNING. Immersion in water ; asphyxia by
the privation of air; syncope in
drowning. Submersio.

In all cases it should be stated, if practicable, whether the drowning or the
other forms of asphyxia were accident, suicide, manslaughter, or murder,
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Alphabetical List of Causes of Death.

Empyema »
Encephalocele

Encephaloid tumour of abdomen

Endemic inflammation of the lungs

Endocarditis

Enlargement of the glands

Enlargement of the glands of the
abdomen

Enlargement of the glands of the
throat

Enlargement of the heart

Enlargement of the liver

Enlargement of the liver and cancer
of the stomach

Enlargement of the omentum

Enlargement of the spleen

Enlargement of thyroid gland and
uleeration of windpipe

Enteritic fever

Enteritis

Enterodynia

Enuresis

Ephemeral fever
Epilepsia

Epilepsia e plumbo
Epistaxis

Ergotism

Eruptions (bad)

Eruptive fever (vague)

Erysipelas

Erythema

Ex 1a cyania

Exhaustion (vague)

Exhaustion from cold and want

Exhaustion from an operation for
stricture

Exhaustion from yomiting

Exostosis
Exposed (vague)
Exposure to cold
Extra-uterine fetation
Extravasation of blood
urine
Eyes (inflammation, &e, of)
Fainting
Fall
Falling sickness
Fallopian tube (bursting of)
Fatigue
Fatty liver
Fauces (inflammation of, disease of)
Febris biliosa, F. gastrica
- Febris continua
- Febris intermittens
- Febris nervosa
i.getr'u remittens
ebris rubra (vague
| Febris t}-phnidv:fu )
| Felon
I Female debility (vague)

7005

Hernia of the brain. From what cause?
144, 145,

39,

Pneumonia, 71% Influenza¥ 13.
58 ¢

Serofula? of what glands? 33.
Tabes mesenterica, 33 f.

Scrofulous? 33.

Hypertrophy, 60.
From congestion? 88—01.
3-5‘|

From scrofulat or cancer? 33, 33.
From ague? 15.
HEN

Enteritis? 80.
80.
86 e

ol

Incontinence of urine.j From what cause 1

99.
79% 801
Epilepsy, 52.
5%, and Class 4.
28 a

A convulsive disease, or gangrene, from eal-

ing spurred rye. 23.
‘What eruption®
What kind of eruptive fever? Class I.
232.
22 o,
Cyanosis, 43,
Mania? 51,
Starvation, 136,
100,

What was the cause of the vomiting! See

74—901.
108.
136.
136.
lod.

}ﬂn what part? 28.

Ophthalmia, &c. &c., 56.
Sanpe, 63. From what cause?

Epiieps}', 52,
104.

glmm what exertion ?
Pl;ar}'ngitia. Quinsey, 76, 77.
16, 17.

Typhus, 17 a.

Ague, 1:‘3.

17.

Remittent fever, 16,

1131

Typhus, 17.
134
Paramenia? 103.

D2
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Parr II.

XI. A LETTER ADDRESSED TO CORONERS, WITH OB-
SERVATIONS ON THE REGISTRATION OF THE CAUSES
OF VIOLENT DEATHS. :

(CirRCULAR.)

General Register Office,

SIR, I[ilk Aﬂgﬁ 1845.

I HAVE the pleasure of transmitting to you a copy of my
Sixth Annual Report, and I beg to direct your attention to
pp- 210-266, in which I have given an abstract of the causes of
the violent deaths in England, chiefly derived from the “ informa-
tions” which you and the other coroners have given under the
Registration Act,

In order that the results of the ¢ informations” may be com-
pared, and become really useful to the public, in pointing out the
causes of violent deaths (which appear to be of much more frequent
occurrence in this kingdom than in the rest of Europe), the nature
of the fatal cases inquired into by juries must be returned some-
what more in detail than is done at present. In many * informa-
tions” all the facts that can be useful are stated; and it is only
required that the practice, already partially existing, should be
extended and made uniform, to place the whole upon a satisfactory
footing. )

Yuﬁ will observe, by referring to the Abstracts, pp. 234-6,
that, exelusive of suicides, executions, some doubtful cases omitted,
and 971 imperf‘ecﬂif returned in one year, 3305 persons were
killed by mechanical injuries of various kinds—by falls, falls of
stone, &c., machinery, railways, waggons, carriages, horses, and
other agencies—{racturing their bones or crushing their bodies ;
1950 lives were lost by water (drowning); 3057 by fire (148 by
explosions, 2577 by burns, 332 by sealds); 188 persons were
accidentally poisoned ; 65 were murdered in ways not stated in the
“informations ;" and there were 83 cases of manslaughter.

It is believed that, although deaths by personal violence have
diminished, poisoning, the violence called accidental, and the
resulting dangers, have increased within the present century;—
which may be ascribed to the number of deadly poisons now so
accessible in every chemist’s shop, the introduction of the new force
of steam, the redoubled activity of traffic, travelling, navigation,
agriculture, manufactures, and mining operations. Science itself
creates new instruments of death. But if these instruments be
brnugl:l'let to light by your inquests, deseribed accurately, and placed
fully before the public, science will find no difficulty in discovering

E 2
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XII. OBSERVATIONS ON THE REGISTRATION OF THE
CAUSES OF VIOLENT DEATHS.

Tue Registration Act has made it imperative in England to
investigate and record the Causks of every person’s death.* The
object of the inquiry is, that the precise nature of these causes may
be determined ; that they may be carefully analyzed ; and that
means may hence be devised for guarding against their effects,
and for throwing additional security around human life. To be
of any use in improving the public health, preventing erime, and
advancing medical science, the INQUIRY into the causes of violent
death must be complete, and must include three classes of  par-
ticulars.”

The questions to be proposed in reference to every case of death
ascribable directly to external causes, are, (].) Was the death
caused by human agency? Did the person die by his own hands,
or by the hands of other persons? or was his death accidental ?
(2.) What was the instrument, force, or thing by which death was
caused? (3.) What was the nature of the fatal injury inflicted
upon the body? The fime that the person lived after the injury,
and the place in which it was received, also demand attention.

1. The first class of facts comprised under the * Cause of
Death,” has reference to persons. It is the legal point
of view. -

The deaths caused by human agency are referred to several
heads :—(1) Suicide, felo de se; (2) Murder, infanticide, fratri-
cide, parricide;+ (3) Manslaughter ; (4) Excusable homicide ;
justifiable homicide ; (5) Execution.

As well as the social and blood relationship of the person killed
and the person who kills him, the circumstances in which the two
parties are placed constitute important distinctions; he or they
may be engaged at the time (a) in a chance fight, or pitched
batitle; in a duel, or in war; (%) in rebellion, incendiarism,
smuggling, piracy, poaching, highway robbery, burglary, or in
suppressing any of these crimes ; a person may commit murder,
and then kill himself; he may be a prisoner, or a deserter.
(¢) Persons sometimes die after surgical operations voluntarily
submitied to for the relief of disease ; (d) women are sometimes

* 6 and 7 Gul. IV. c. 86, and Schedule B.

T The latter forms of murder have not been recoguized as distinct offences in
English law; and the distinction has been abolished between murder and pefit
treason, or the murder of the master by a servant, the husband by the wife, the
superior by an ecclesiastical person, 9 Geo. IV. e, 3l. “To compass or imagine
the death of our Lord the King, of our Lady his Queen, or of their eldest son and
heir,"” is high treason, 25 Edw. 111, c. 2.
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Horse, Mule, Ass—thrown by, run away with, dashed against by,
run over by, kicked by,—in hunting, racing, &c.:—Waccon, cart,
timber-carriage, stage-waggon, van, gig, phaeton, private carriage,
coach, -cab, omnibus, stage-coach—(the person thrown off, fallen
off, run over by, run against and crushed by), (the vehicle upsetting,
run away with and dashed against )

Ratnwavs—fall of embankments, cuttings, bridges, tunnels;—Rair-
waY CaArRrIAGEs—thrown off ;—run over by (while at work, on duty
or not, on the line) ; run against and crushed by, “jammed between
two carriages ;” upsetting, running off the line ;—steam-engine —
boiler exploding, setting fire to carriages, scalding. The name and
part of the railway should be invariably returned.

IncLiNED plane (* fall off ).

Steamers, Saicine Vessens, Barces, Boars, Smips:—Injuries in
dockyards, * fall from docks,”’—falling overboard,—from mast,
“ from ships’ yards,” *“into the hold,” * crushed between two
vessels,” * mast falling on,” “entangled in machinery,” * steam-
boiler exploding, setting the ship on fire ;" upsetting of pleasure-
boats, barges, &c. ;—shipwreck, The name of the ship, or steamer,
should be stated; also the description of vessel-—colliers—foreign
traders, &c.

Dwerring-Houses—fall of, fall from scaffolding in building, fall from
the roof, fall of bricks, from windows, down stairs, over banisters,
into cellar; * fall from bed-roum window asleep ;* fall of chimney ;
burnt by the house taking fire.

Works—iron, copper, brass, lead, dye, print, bleaching, glass, china,
earthenware (potteries).

Factories—cotton, silk, woollen, flax, &c.

Mills—flour, paper, bark, saw, &c.

Machines—thrashing, &c., water-wheel, windmill sails, horse-gin,
windlass, capstan, &c.

Steam Engine—(a) explosion of boiler, (5) the engine itself. Fly-
wheel, beam, connecting rod, piston rod, governor ball, &c.

G'earing—shafts, wheels, pulleys, straps, &c.

Machinery in Iron, &e. works—machine straps, rollers, planing-
machines, lathes, drills, punches, rivetting, wire-drawing, pipe-
drawing, &c., machines.

In Print, Dye, and Bleaching works—washing-wheels, printing and
calendering machines,

In Cotton Factories—beater, devil, carding-machine, roving, stretch-
ing, doubling, throstle frame, loom mule, dressing machine.

In Silk Factories—throwing, reeling, winding, doubling, spinning-
machine, loom, &e.

In Woollen Fuctories—combing, earding, teaseling, shearing, slub-
bing, roving, spinning, fulling-machines.

In Flax Factories—heckling, roving, doubling, spinning, &ec. machines.
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Farrs—from a ladder, scaffolding, © a rock,” “a tree,” a monument,
a church tower, a steeple, an arch, a railway arch, a mill window, a
wall, through a trap-door in the street,—in a nm{tlmug.e; falls in
running, skating, walking in frosty weather ; * jumping from a
building on fire ;*’ falls in wrestling, jumping, running ; falls into a
pit, a saw-pit, a cave, a_““ stone delph,” from a wall “on a hand-
staff which ran into his body,’”” * on the spikes of iron railings,”
from the quay on a boat; falls in an epileptic fit, in a state of in-
toxication, &c.

The breath is stopped in many forms of death, as in drowning,
hanging, strangling, suffocation, choking, and inhaling mepltic
gases.  The general term which designates this mode of death
is asphyxia or apnia.

WaATER :—DrowniNG—(&) in bathing, skating, from falling out of
boats, ships, &c. ; jumping overboard ; upsetting of boats, &c. ; ship-
wreclk, &c. (see Steamers, p. 71); (&) inthe sea, a lake, river, canal, '
pit, pond, mill-dam, well, draw-well, clay-pit, cistern, a tub of water,
“ a tub of ale,” &c.; ** a child drowned in the uterine fluid of the
mother;” *¢ fell into canal while drunk,” “ fell into a vat of lime-
wuter and ashes,’”” * drowned herself in a tub,” ‘ suffocated in a
ditch,” ** suffocated by falling into mud in a fit.”

Hancing—vwith a cord, a pocket handkerchief, &c.,—on a tree, a bed-
post, &e. State whether the body touched the ground.

StranGLiNgG—with a cord, a handkerchief, a handkerchief tightened
by a stick, &c.; “ by the head passing through the rails of a
chair,”

SurrocaTING—overlaying by mother, brother, nurse, &c. ; by stopping
the mouth and the nostrils with the hand ; smothered in a turn-u
bed, &c.; *“smothered by a hut falling on her,”  smothered by
falling while drunk out of a loft into a cratch of hay;” smothered
by compression and trampling on in a crowd ; * suffocated by fixed
air in the stomach produced ﬁy soda water.” '

Foon: CrokiNg--by meat, by a fish-bone, an oyster, a cherry-stone, a
pea, a bean.

Killed by a nail, a half-sovereign, a pin falling into the windpipe.

Mepnrric Gases—irrespirable or poisonous : carbonic acid—fixed air—
in mines, graves, wells, chambers, the vapour of charcoal, of brick-
kilns, of fermenting liquors; in brewers’ vats, &c. ; nitrogen in
wells, vaults, holds of ships; carburetted hydrogen, sulphuretted
hydrogen, in mines, water-closets, sewers; “ a sweep (age 9) suf-
focated in a flue.”

L m———

LigarNine—struck by, or killed by the fall of other bodies struck by
lightning. [t should be stated in all cases whether the person was
found alive and conscious,—where he was struck,—whether nnder
a tree, or in a house, &c., and the nature of any visible injury on the
I:{ﬂd‘j", _anr.l any circumstances which can explain the course the
lightning took, or the death, should be briefly recorded.]
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In new-born children—crushed at birth; killed immediately after birth,
by a blow ; suffocated ; strangled ; umbilical cord untied, bled to
death, .

4. The Prace in which every death occurs is to be regis-
tered; with regard to accidents not immediately fatal—
after which the sufferers die in hospitals or at home—
it is right in almost all cases to state where the fatal
anjury was inflicted. The railway, canal, river, mine,
factory, building, steamer, coach, &ec., should be dis-
tinguished by its proper name. _

5. The Time the person lived after a mechanical injury of
any kind—or after burns or scalds—should be noted ;
the time he was submerged in drowning, or suspended
in hanging; and the time he lived after faking poisons,
should, for the many purposes of medical jurisprudence,
be ascertained and recorded,

6. The rank and profession of the person should be par-
ticularly described in the column having that heading.

It often happens that a complication of causes conspires to pro-
duce death ; for instance, a person  falls—on a knife ;" the most
common cases of drowning are * falling—into the water;’ in
houses on fire the victims are generally suffocated by the smoke
before the body is burnt; two or three kinds of poison are some-
times taken together, or shortly after each other, and then other
means of destruction are resorted to. Any cause in the first class
may be combined with almost any cause in the second, and that
again may cause any injury or disease in the third class; hence
the combinations of the three classes of causes are innumerable.
Thus, if we take Suicide in the first class, it will be found that
suicide has been committed in every variety of circumstances, with
almost all the things and in almost all the ways specified in the
second class; while with the several instruments selected, wounds
and injuries have been inflicted on all the important organs of the
body. So of murder.

CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN THAT EVERY RETURN OF A VIOLENT
DEATH ANSWERS THE THREEFOLD INQUIRY INVOLVED UNDER “ THE
Cavuse or DEATH ;" namely,— -

(1) WAs THE DECEASED KILLED BY HIS OWN ACT, OR BY THAT
OF OTHER PERSONS, AND IN WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES?

(2) WHAT WERE THE MEANS, INSTRUMENTS, OR THINGS BY
WHICH THE FATAL INJURY WAS PRODUCED ?

(3) WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE MORTAL INJURY, AND
WHAT TIME ELAPSED BEFORE DEATH?

OR HAS ON THE FACE OF IT AN EXPLANATION OF THE OMISSION,

AT THE SAME TIME THE STATEMENT SHOULD BE MADE AS CON-
CISE AS 1T I8 CLEAR AND COMPREHENSIVE: NO VAGUE OR UN-
NECESSARY WORD SHOULD BE INSERTED. - Hs ;
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Acecidentally burnt by her clothes taking fire. [The “particular articles
of dress—gown, apron, cap, &c.—which took fire should be spe-
cified.]

Strangled with a cord, by the mother—wilful murder. [The mere term
“ Wilful Murder” is not sufficient. It is most important to specify
the manner in which, and when known, the person by whom—the
murder was committed. ]

A blow on the head by a fall from an omnibus. [In this case the injury
which was the effect of the blow could not be ascertained. ]

Blows by John Downey—manslaughter. [Whether in a prize fight or
not should have been stated. ]

Leg crushed by machinery in Samuel Smith’s silk factory; lived —
weeks ; abscess, 3 weeks.
Eye struck by a shuttle in Samuel Brown’s woollen factory; lived —
weeks ; meningitis, 3 days.
Fracture of the skull, caused accidentally by a brick falling on him whilst
descending a coal-pit shaft.
Aeccidental and instant death by being knocked down a coal-pit shaft by
the swing-tree of a gin.

Wound and fracture of the jawbone from his clothes getting entangled
with the spindle of a grinding stone at iron works.

Fracture of the skull from his being seized with a fit, and falling out of
a skip down a coal-shaft.

Overdose of Godfrey’s Cordial, administered by mistake for syrup of
rhubarb.

Poisoned by laudanum—no evidence to show whether by intention on
the part of the mother. .

Arsenic taken by herself through ill-treatment of her job mother.

Stroke of lightning in the Finchley-road—lived 14 hours—symptoms
like the stupor of apoplexy—no morbid appearance found in any
cavity of the body; but two slight burns were discoverable on the
inner side of the fore-arm.

Acceidental, from a compound fracture of the right thigh, occasioned by
slipping into the moving machinery of a steam-engine, when on
board of a steam-hoat.

Haemorrhage into the abdomen from accidental rupture of the liver, by
crushing between two waggons on a railway train, while there at
work. [The name of the railway should be given.]

Found dead in bed, appavently suffocated,—without marks of violence.

Imperfect Returns of the Causes of Violent Death.
““ Accident.”
** Accidental "— accidental death;” ¢ accidental by his own
carelessness.” [ Imperfect.]

These cannot properly be called returns of the causes of death.
They neither state the nature of the accident, nor the nature of
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but in cases like these, the name of water or place in which the
person is found should be stated ; and it should be added, whether

““with or without marks of injury.” ; o
In ‘many cases the evidence is insufficient to decide positively

whether the person committed suicide, fell into the water acei-
dentally, or was murdered. In such case the probable cause may
be returned in a qualified manner, together with the name of the
river or other water; such as “ drowned in the Regent’'s Canal,

probably by accident.”
« Found drowned.” ¢ Found dead.” [Imperfect.]

So of other cases, the cause, in favour of which there is @ strong
probability, should be stated with the proper qualifications. In
other cases it should be stated that the circumstances are  un-
known.”

XIII. SUDDEN DEATHS.

Inquests are held in the cases of sudden as well as of violent
deaths.® And it is stated by all the authorities in medical juris-
prudence, that the causes of sudden deaths, often involved in
great obseurity, can only be ascertained by an inspection of the
principal organs. The body may have the same external ap-
pearance in death by apoplexy, syncope, aneurism, poison, or
suffocation, and violence of other kinds; but if the death be dis-
tinetly traced to a disease by an inspection of the body, this at the
same time determines “ by what manner” the person “ came to
his end,” and, with the usual collateral evidence, leaves no more
room for suspieion of innocence than hope of impunity for erime.

In the returns of the causes of death, it is sometimes found that
affections of the mind are stated to have been attended by fatal
results, but are reported in a vague and unsatisfactory manner, such
as “ passion,” ‘ anxiety,” ¢ fright,” “ grief,”’ ¢ broken heart,”
“ excitement.”” The following are better examples of returns of
this character:— Shock occasioned by the sudden death of
her brother, who expired 3 months before;” * trouble for the
death of her son, who died 6 weeks before;” * extreme grief,
caused by one of her children having been lost for two days; ™
“ mental anxiety from pecuniary embarrassments;” * illness
caused by a fright from thunder and lightning ;> « fright from
her clothes taking fire.” The following as regards both cause
and _effect, are complete: “ apoplexy, produced by excitement
while fighting in a state of intoxication;” ¢ excitement and
passion causing rupture of the left ventricle of the heart.”

* “The court of the coroner is a court of record to inquire, when any one dies in
prison, or comes to a violent or sudden death, by what manner he came to his end,
Blackstone, b. 4, ¢. 19, 8, 11; 4 Inst. 271; 2 Hal. P. C. 53: 2 Hawk. P. C. 42.
See the 6 and 7 Vict. e, 12, as to the power of coroners to hold inquests where the

- eause of death arose out of their jurisdietion. :













