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THE USE OF CLAIRVOYANCE IN MEDICINE.

Dr. Arrmonse TestE, in his celebrated Manuel Pratique de
Magnetisme Animal, quotes Celsus’ declaration that the Egyp-
tians were in possession of processes for curing diseases by the
breath, and that they effected marvellous cures, simply by the
laying on of kands, both of which processes are employed by
magnetic practitioners at the present day all over the world.

Arnobius confirms Celsus’ declaration, and tells us that
Jesus Christ was charged, by those who did not believe in his
divine mission, with performing his miracles, by virtue of a
secret art which he had obtained from Egyptian temples. We
only quote this to show that the Egyptians were in possession
of processes secret from men at large for restoring health.

Diodorus Siculus (Book I.) also speaks of the goddess Isis
inspiring her believers during dreams with the means of curing
their diseases. This appears to us to imply that the somnam-
bulists and clairvoyants of those remote days had the same
perception of remedies which those of the present day are
remarkable for.

Egyptian monuments and tablets, recently discovered, testify
to the fact, that the magnetic processes of the present day were
employed by the Egyptians; for we find upon them the figures
of priests magnetising the sick.

Neither were the Egyptians the only people acquainted with
these arts; a knowledge of the subject is met with among
the ancient Hebrews. The prophets of Israel, known by the
name of Seers, were as much consulted in the ordinary events
of life, as in sacred things. We read, for example, in the 9th
chap. of the First Book of Samuel, that Saul went to consult
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We read in St. Justin, that “the Sibyls said with justice
and truth many great things, and that when the intelligence
and instinct animating them was withdrawn, they no longer
remembered what they had said.” (Justin. ddm. ad. Grecos.)

According to Celsus, Asclepiades put to sleep by means of
passes those who were attacked with phrensy, which passes, if
long continued, used to cause the patient to pass into lethargy
or coma,

These facts, to which many more might be added, leave no
doubt as to their identity with the magnetic and clairvoyant
phenomena so familiar among us during the last half-century.

We have also some testimony upon the same subject among
the Gauls and ancient Brifons. According to the accounts of
Tacitus, Lampridius, and Vopiseus, with respeet to the Druids,
these latter exhibited the greatest confidence in the truth of the
predictions of their priestesses, reared under the direction of
the Druids, who uttered oracles, prophesied of the future, and
cured diseases.

Pomp. Mela says, “Endowed with singular talents (the
Druidesses), they cured diseases reputed incurable, knew and
declared the future to men.”

Pliny speaks of the Druids as part priests and part physi-
cians.—Hoe genus vatum medicorumque,—is the term he applies
to them.

We have also some recognition of the subject as being
known in what are called the Middle Ages.

“ The churches,” says M. Mialle, ¢ succeeded to the temples
of the ancients, in which were consigned the traditions and the
processes of magnetism. We find in them the same customs
of passing the nights there, the same dreams, the same visions,
the same cures. The indisputable wonders operated before the
tombs of saints, are distinguishable by characters which it is
not in the power of man to imitate ; but we ought to cut off
from the list of ancient legends, a host of most surprising
cures, in which religion and faith only acted as favouring dis-
positions for the natural action of magnetism.” (Foissac’s
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every instance, I can only reply, that it was an abuse of the
faculty, which will always sooner or later utterly destroy it.
To me, viewed as an auxiliary to the healing art, there 1s
something sacred in clairvoyance, and I should as soon think of
drinking tea out of a chronometer, as using a faculty so delicate
for the purpose of satisfying the inquiries of a sportsman.

After long and patient inquiries, I was at last fortunate enough
to meet with a clairvoyante, who possessed the faculty of intro-
vision in an eminent degree. She has also that patience,
gentleness, and sympathy which are as necessary for the
physician as the nurse, and can in consequence jfeel the
disease which she deseribes. Indeed, I know of no greater
pleasure than to sit in the room with her whilst she carefully
examines a sufferer miles away, and puts herself in such direct
and sympathetic contact with the patient as to be sensibly
conscious of all his pains: the sigh, the difficult respiration, or
the cough are given with an accuracy which no actor could
excel, notwithstanding the fact that when awake she knows
nothing either of the person or his complaints, and that no
one present has ever seen him. But this will be better under-
stood by a record of things which were said and done at our
interviews.

The friends of the clairvoyante had kept a record of what
they supposed were her most successful cases, and this manu-
seript was, upon our first interview, put into my hands, and I
was requested to verify the statements contained in it. This,
however, would have been no easy matter, neither would the
result have been satisfactory, even if the affair had been properly
sifted ; for there wonld still have been room for doubt as to the
knowledge which the clairvoyante might have previously had of
the case. A sample or two will illustrate our meaning.

Mrs. Ann Butler, who professed to be a perfect stranger fo
the clairvoyante, affirmed that she had told her the full par-
ticulars of a complaint from which she was at that time suffering,
how it had originated, the medicines which had been preseribed,
with the effects produced. Mrs. B. is very earnest in her
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ceived, and rely upon his judgment for the truth of the state-
ment ; this the clairvoyante readily assented to, and here are
the notes written on the occasion.

The clairvoyante having taken the piece of letter into her
hand, passed her fingers over it several times, and having done
so, returned it to me again. She then put her hands to her
forehead, and seemed to press her eyes heavily. After remain-
ing silent for three minutes, she said, “This is a very com-
plicated case, Doctor; one that may be relieved, but never
cured.” I replied, “ I know nothing whatever about the matter ;
whom do you see 7

I see a lady lying upon a couch.”

“Is she young or old 7

¢ She is not quite forty, but suffering has given her a more
aged appearance.”

“ Can you describe her at all 77>

“Yes, partially ; she has a bold open face; her eyes are a
dark blue ; her hair is becoming thin and streaked with grey.
She once had a fine figure, but that is spoiled now.”

“What is she suffering from at this time ? ”’

““ She 1s at this moment suffering from a fearful headache
in this part,” placing her hand upon the temporal region.

“ Look into the brain, is there any disease there ? ”

“No, there is no positive disease there; but it appears to be
painfully congested.”

“ What state is the mouth in ; is the tongue coated ? ”

“ The mouth 1s in a bad state, so much so, that the breath is
offensive, and she is in the habit of cleaning her teeth with orris
powder to neutralize it.”

 What is the cause of her present debilitated state ?

“The immediate cause of her present suffering—that is, the
headache—is in the liver, but the womb is displaced.”

The remainder of this case is not of a character which is
suitable for publication, but the resnlt was, that the clairvoyante
told me a number of things relating to the past history of the
patient, which could be known only to herself and a few inti-
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It was not possible that she could have read my brain, for I
have never seen the lady to this day.

A young man with whom I had been for some time ac-
quainted, was taken ill, and consulted several medical men,
who all differed as to the cause and nature of the com-
plaint. I had not been consulted myself, but being anxious
on my friend’s account, I went to consult the clairvoyante.
After being put en rapport with the patient, I inquired what
was the matter with him, and was told that the left lung was
shrinking and looking very unhealthy. I said, ““ What is the
cause of it ?”” and was informed that he was suffering at that
time a great depression of spivits from having been crossed in
love, but that the thoracic organs had been delicate for years,
and were now absolutely discased. I asked if nothing could be
done for him, and was told no, he must die; the pain might be
mitigated, but the disease was incurable. I asked, “ Will he
live long?”” The reply was, “I only see so much,” placing
her hands about a foot apart; it will not be quite six weeks.”
Five weeks and two days after my young friend died.

A few months since I was called in by a medical friend to
consult on a case which had baffled the skill of all the surgeons
who had treated it. A man who had been discharged from the
army was suffering from a paralysis of one side, and after being
treated by the army surgeons, and some of the most eminent
men connected with our public charities, was put under the
care of private practitioners, and their skill being of no avail,
he was sent to the hospital at Bath to try the effect of the
waters there; he returned, however, without receiving the least
benefit from the treatment, and appeared to be gradually sink-
mng. I felt convinced that the system had been poisoned, but
as every inquiry upon this subject was met by a denial, and the
positive assertion that he had taken nothing but what had been
prescribed by the medical men, it seemed improbable that a
quantity sufficient to produce such fearful results could have
been administered in the ordinary course of practice; this,
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have not yet been able to verify her statements, and hence
cannot put in the cases as evidence at all. In others we have
ascertained that a portion of what was said is correct, and the
remainder may be so, but at present we are not in a position
either to affirm or contradict her assertions, Take a case in
illustration :(—

A short time since I took a friend with me to see the clair-
voyante, who was anxious to know what had become of a relative
who had emigrated some time since. Being put to sleep,a
letter was put into her hand, and she was requested to find the
party who wrote it. In a few minutes she said she had found
him, and that he was in a lunatic asylum, having become
deranged in consequence of a fever, that he was recovering, and
would shortly return to his home. Now a letter had just
before been received from Australia, stating that his friends
had been obliged to put him under restraint, but whether the
derangement of the intellect resulted from fever, or what the
present state of the patient was, were things unknown to any
one in this country. Many other cases were of this kind, and
are omitted simply because we have no right to affirm their
entire and absolute truth.

When the patient is at a distance, it is sometimes exceed-
ingly diffieult to bring the clairvoyante en rapport with him, at
other times the thing is easily accomplished. Two cases will
illustrate our meaning.

A few weeks since I had an urgent reason for knowing the
state of health that a lady was in, whom I had not seen for
many years, and from whom nothing could be obtained which
could bring the clairvoyante into relation with her. The only
thing which suggested itself was to take a relative of the
patient and try if the one could be seen through the other ; and
here is what transpired on the occasion.

The clairvoyante having been put to sleep, was found to be
in a very brilliant state. She was requested to take Mpys, M.’s

hand, and having done so I inquired, “Do you see Mrs, M.’s
annt ?”
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““No, I do not see that you can.”

¢ If she has left her old residence, how can I find her ?”

« Mps. M.’s father knows where she is, write and inquire of
him.”

It is hardly necessary to say that these, and many other
particulars that were related at this interview were correct ; the
patient did not live more than a few weeks after this examina-
tion.

A day or two after this examination, I took another case, in
which it was difficult to get the clairvoyante en rapport with the
patient at all. In the first case a letter was tried, then a glove,
and finally, at the third interview, a lock of the hair, which
was successful. This was a case of congestion and malformation
of the cerebellum; the patient had been an enigma to the
faculty, and the case had long since been given up as hopeless,
but from the information given by the clairvoyante of the real
cause of the complaint, and the method of affording relief, we
have little doubt but that the patient will be finally restored to
health.

The above have been selected from more than fifty cases, all
more or less interesting, and are given here, not because they
are the most remarkable, but because they are better suited for
publication than the others. Many of the others could not
have been published entire, and most of them are buried in
oblivion, out of regard for the feelings of either the patients or
their friends. The publication of cases, however, can never
afford infallible evidence to the publie; absolute experience, such
as may be obtained by actunal test, is the only satisfactory appeal
to the scientific mind. This may easily be obtained, and
without this no one who takes an interest in the subject should
be satisfied.

The advantage to the physician and patient in consulting a
clairvoyante, in the case either of acute or chronic complaints,
is to know precisely what it is that is amiss. Hvery practi-
tioner knows how difficult it often is to lay his finger on the
seat of the complaint. Frequently the symptoms manifest
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themselves anywhere but in the region really diseased. A con-
gestion of the liver produces pain in the head ; disease of the
heart is often manifested by tingling in the fingers ; vermes
in the pelvis of the kidney is often mistaken for diseased
spine, and so on with numerous other maladies. Now what the
physician with his tables of symptoms finds difficult and uncer-
tain of attamment, the clairvoyante can do in a moment, and
hence whatever the treatment may be that it is desirable to
pursue, the cause and nature of the disease may be established
without doubt.

Again, there are a number of things that are not conve-
nient, nor indeed possible, to have recourse to; such, for instance,
as the use of the speculum. A short time since I had a
patient who was suffering from diseased uterus, and an exam-
ination was proposed ; this was resolutely refused, the lady
declaring that she would rather die than submit to it. Her
case was therefore carried to the clairvoyante, and by a course
of judicious treatment, shortly cured. Now, in this case, an
examination would have been useless, for the disease was
within the womb, and could not consequently have been seen
with the speculum, no matter how carefully the examination
might have been made.

Another advantage will be found in the adaptation of reme-
dies to the constitution of the patient. FEvery one knows that
a medicine which will act as a specific on people of one tempera-
ment will produce little or no effect at all upon another. In
physie, as in food, what is one man’s meat is another man’s
poison, and it is no disrespect to the profession to say that a
great many medical men are not acquainted with this adaptation
of remedies to the peculiar constitution of their patients.
Hence their want of success; not that they do not understand
their Materia Medica, nor their nosology, but simply for the
want of that knowledge which enables them to give the right
medicine to the right patient. This the clairvoyante does
intuitively : she sees the relations of the one to the other, and
hence is always enabled to adapt the medicine, not only to the
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nature of the complaint, but to the constitution of the patient
also. This is important in physical derangements. In mental
and moral maladies it is invaluable.

It only remains now to notice briefly that there are conditions
under which this faculty may be exercised, and that there are
limits within which it may be relied upon for medical pur-
poses ; any other purpose we repudiate. If we appear thus to
limit the eircle of our confidence, it is only that we may be the
more absolutely certain upon what we profess.

There are parties whom the clairvoyante cannot come into
actual 7apport with, on account of their peculiar temperament.
She often describes the magnetic atmosphere in which people
appear to her according to some colour, as red, blue, green,
&c., and there are some so absolutely offensive as to repel her
entirely. A short time since I went fo consult her on two
cases, carrying a letter from one person and a lock of hair from
the other. The person whose letter she received was so abso-
lutely repulsive to her that she could not see him at all, and
was lrritated by the very touch of the writing ; but after a com-
plete failure with that case, she took the lock of hair, and gave
one of the most beautiful delineations of the disease that I ever
listened to. In all cases of the kind, when the repugnance is
great, it is best not to press the case upon the clairvoyante.

Bearing these things in mind, and making due allow-
ance for them, it is then necessary to bring the clairvoyante into
rapport with the party to be examined. This may be done in
several ways, generally a letter will be sufficient, or a glove, or
indeed, anything which the party has been accustomed to
handle or breathe upon. Actual contact, so that the eclair-
voyante may touch the hand, is, however, always to be preferred,
and next to this a lock of the hair cut from over the cerebellum.
We have tried all manner of things, but next to the actual
presence of the person to be examined this lock of hair is to be
preferred to any other substance.

Another condition absolutely necessary to success is, that
only one thing should be presented to the mind of the clair-
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