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8 Memorials of Harvey.

yo' Hon" is already acquainted w™) y* he would be pleased
in his gratious favour vnto me, to lett it be, as already it is
for my life, according as the rest of my fellows have, & as by
you" Hon™ extraordinary favours to me you have made me
yo' obliged servaunte for ye would be pleased to protect me.
it 1s written to me besides that one D' Mezler hath gotten
to be appoynted to wayte in my place for the houshold
(before I went I intreated & appoynted D' Chambers &
Doc" Bethune® & one Doct® Smith of ILondon, one of
them att all occasions to pforme that duty for me; & I
acquaynted the officers of the howsehold therw™, it is not
vsual : fo® serieant primrose was away above a yeare (& he
is surgeon of the howshowld) & yett none putt in his place
to wayte whilest he was in Germany w* my lo. Marquess.
S* Theod. Maiern, in Switzerland in K. James his time, was
away very long & none putt in his place. I beseech your
honnor y* noe preiudise arise thereof to me, according (as I
humbly thanke yo® Hon.) the K. Maiesty made to me his
declaration, noe such thinge should be done, by yo© Hon™
mediation. the miseryes of the Cuntryes we have passed
& the hopes of our good success & all such news yo' Hon :
hath from better hands, I can only complayne, that by the
waye we could scarce see a dogg crow kite Raven or any
bird, or any thinge to anatomise only sum few miserable
poeple the reliques of the war & the plauge where famine
had made anatomies before I came. it is scarce credible in
soe ritch, populous & plentifull cuntryes as these weare that
soe much misery desolation & poverty & famine should in
soe short a time be, as we have seen. I interpret it well, y*
wilbe a greate motive for all heare to have & pcure an

* Drs, James Chambers and David Bethune were physicians in ordinary to the
King.






IC Memorials of Harvey.

that this court would allowe of — Smith* Doctor in Phisick
for his deputy.” In a letter from Sir Henry Mervyn to
Nicholas (Clerk of the Council), the former writes (1630,
July 28th) of “having put over my Lord Duke (Lenox) for
the coast of France.” We therefore gather from this that
the party did not start upon their travels until July, 1630.
They seem to have remained at towns upon the coast, for on
August 2nd Sir Henry Mervyn writes that he is going to
attend the Duke of Lenox, and purposes to be in the
Downs, &c.; and again, on August 1oth, he says he has
landed the Duke of Lenox at Dieppe. September 23rd of
the same year, Edward Dacres writes to Secretary Dorchester
that the Duke of lLenox is now settled in Paris for the
winter ; and again, on November 22nd, saying that the
Duke is willing to stay in Paris, and that “In the spring hee
intends the tour de France and in the end of the summer to
goe into Italy unlesse the continuance of the warrs or the
plague hinder him.” Dacres writes again, on April 5th, 1631,
that the Duke is still in Paris, but thinks of going out of
town for a few days. Nothing is known of their movements
after this until August, 1631, when Dacres again writes to
Dorchester : “ Bloys prov'd a place not longee to bee indur'd
by my Lo. because of the plague which grew hot there, as
Tours likewise where wee made very little stay, soe that wee
came downe to Saumurs there to passe the dog dayes, from
whence wee are now parting they being at an end. My Lord
hath continually bin in good health and intends now to
follow your Lo directions this winter for Spaine whither we
are now bending our course (via Bordeaux) where we shall bee
before the later end of September.” In February, 1632, Sir
Thomas Edmonde, writing to Sir Harry Vane, says the Duke

i This is doubtless the same Dr. Smith mentioned in Han'ey’s letter.












14 Memorials of Harvey.

and search the Boddies of those women that were lately
brought by the Sheriff of the Countie of Lancaster indited
for witchcraft and to report unto you whether they finde
about them any such markes as are pretended ; wherein the
said midwives are to receave instructions from M Dr Har-
vey his Ma's Physitian and yo! selves : Dated at Whytehall
the 29th of June 1634.
“ H. MANCHESTER,"”

The prisoners who were, when this order was written, at
the “ Shippe Tauerne in Greenwich,” were brought to London
and examined ; and the following certificate was returned :—

“Surgeons Hall in Mugwell (Monkwell) Streete London
2e July Ao Dv 1634. Wee in humble obeyance to yo.
IoPPs have this day caled uuto us the Chirurgeons and Mid-
wyves whose names are herevnder written who have by the
directions of M! Doctor Harvey, (in our p'sence and his)
made diligent searche and Inspection on those women weh
weare lately brought upp from Lancaster and ffynd as
followeth vidz.

“On the bodyes of Jennett Hargreaves, Ffrances Dicconson,
and Mary Spencer nothinge unnaturalle neyther in their
secrets, or any other ptes of theire bodyes, nor anythinge
lyke a teate or marke nor any Signe that any suche thinge
haith ever beene.

“On the bodye of Margaret Joehnson wee fynd two thinges
maye be called teats the one betweene her secretts and the
ffundament on the edge thereof the other on the middle of
her left buttocke. The first in shape lyke to the teate of a
Bitche, but in our judgements nothinge but the skin of the
ffundament drawen out as yt wilbe after the pyles or appli-
cacon of leeches. The seacond is lyke the nipple or teate of
a woman's breast but of the same colour with the rest of the
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saied here in court that Mr. Doctor Harvye being called to
the patient did upon his Vew of the patient saie that by the
meanes of a boulster the tumor on the temporall muskle would
be discussed and his opinion was that there was no fracture
but the vomiteing came by reason of the foulenesse of the
stomacke, and to that purpose prescribed physick by Briscoe
the apothecarye. Soe the patient died by ill practice the
fracture being neglected. The Companie not Called in to the
Vew.” :

John Aubrey, who was at Harvey’s funeral, and “ helpt to
carry him into the wvault,” writes :—“I have heard him
(Harvey) say that after his booke of the Circulation of the
Blood came out, he fell mightily in his practice and ’'twas
believed by the vulgar that he was crack-brained ; and all the
physitians were against his opinion and envyed him. All his
profession would allow him to be an excellent anatomist but
I never heard any that admired his therapeutique way. I
knew several practitioners in this towne (LL.ondon) that would
not have given 34 for one of his bills (prescriptions) and that
a man could hardly tell by one of his bills what he did
aime at.” .

Gideon Harvey, in a scarce little book, entitled “ The Art
of Curing Diseases by Expectation,” speaks disparagingly of
Harvey's ability as a physician, and intimates, as may be
gathered from the following quotation, that his therapeutic
skill was not commensurate with his anatomical proficiency.
It must be remembered, however, that Gideon Harvey was a
hypercritical and censorious writer, and that it was the fashion
in those days to abuse physicians in high position. Sir
Theodore Mayerne, his most successful contemporary, was
accused of killing all his patients and even of intentionally

poisoning more than one i—
« An instance whereof [of studying anatomy to the neglect
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savouring more of the Atheist (as too many of 'em are) than
a pious Physician, as then especially he ought to have been,
being not many stages from his journey’s end. Mr. Farwel
in respect of his profession, where writing is so necessary,
replyed, that his business being sedentary, he could best yield
to the captivity of his legs, though even they upon the
Doctor’s assurance should be released by a month or six
weeks diligence at the bath. You are to apprehend, that
the cause of this great disease was an obstinate obstruction of
the glanduls of the mesentery immensely swelled up, and
hardened by coagulation of tartarous and slimy humors,
making a strong pressure upon the Aréeria Magna, which by
a potent renixe did duplicate its force of pulsation, that
imposed on Dr. Harvey the false notion of an Aneurism,
which ought rather to have been termed a vibration. The
conglobated tumor by compression causing a coarctation upon
the nerves, milkie, and other vessels, occasioned the great
weakness of his limbs, an atrophy, &c., and by huffing up the
bowels against the diaphragm, rendred his respiration extra-
ordinary difficult. The grand empirical medicine (from which
his father Turquetus, usually by the French nicknamed the
Turc, had got great reputation by selling it publickly on the
stage, whom Sir Theodore in his younger years had attended
in that employ, if common vogue may be credited) being in a
proportionable dose mixt with some gentle purgatives, had
the success to dissolve those gross glutinous humors, and
through their weight and tendency downward, throw them
down into his legs, as being parts much weakened, and con-
sequently more readily suscipient. Nature by being disbur-
dened of that load, that had hitherto obstructed the free course
of his nutritive and animal juyces, was vigorous enough to
restore the bowels to their former functions, as afterwards the
bath proved no less effectual in retrieving the use of his legs.
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Harvey, we have direct contemporary evidence of Dr, Harvey's
therapeutic skill in the following quotation from John Hall's
* Select Observations on English Bodies of Eminent Persons
in Desperate Diseases.” In Observation xlvi. cent. 2, he
tells us of one of Northampton, aged about sixty-five, who
was much troubled with the heat of urine and strangury,
with an ulcer of the neck of the bladder, whom he cured.
“But after riding to London it broke out again, where he had
the advice of Dr. Harvey who prescribed what follows :—

“Ix Troch., Rhasis alb 3ss,
Troch. Gord. ;.
Aloes Opt. Ziiss.
Penidor 3iss.

Aq. Plantag, bss.

Inject.

“ The following electuary he used at night, the quantity of a
bean when he went to bed :—

“B Troch. Alkeking. cum opio 3ss.
Syr. Limon. q. s.
(Gum Tragacanth.
Gum Mastich.
Crystal prep.
Coral prep. a Gj f. Elect.
“ By these he was again restored.”
~'Whatever may have been the opinions of Physicians and
Surgeons regarding Harvey, it is satisfactory to know that by
contemporary Obstetricians he was thoroughly appreciated
and admired. .As a practitioner there can be very little doubt
but that he excelled more particularly in Midwifery and the
treatment of Diseases of Women, and had it not been for
the degraded position until lately held by Obstetricians this
important phase of his professional life would have received

some attention from Harveian orators. Perhaps some future
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midwives to observe, and follow and oft to read ouer and
~ouer again and in so doing they will better obserue and
understand and remember the sayings and doings of that
most worthy, good and learned D* whose memory ought to
bee had for euer in great esteem with midwiues and child
bearing women.”

In 1642 Willughby says, “ There came into my house at
Darby my honoured good friend D* Harvey. Wee were
talking of seuerall infirmities incident to the womb. Hee
added to my knowledge an infirmity which hee had seen in
women and hee gaue it the name of a honey-comb (epithe-
lioma) which hee said would cause flouding in women.”

Harvey's bold and original mind, freed from the tra-
ditional bonds of Hippocrates and Galen, took a fresh and
accurate view of uterine disorders, and a direct and practical
method of treating them. There is a widely spread and
erroneous belief that intra-uterine injections were used as
early as the time of Hippocrates. The source of this error
lies in the fact that the older writers looked upon the vagina
and uterus as one organ, and when they spoke of the former,
they either called it “ uterus” or “cervix uteri,” What we
now call the cervix uteri, they called the internal cervix ;
and as far as my reading goes, no operative procedure upon
this part of the womb, when in its unimpregnated state, had
ever been attempted before Harvey invented his dilator, and
used intra-uterine injections of sulphate of iron.

The following passages tend to prove the truth of this
remark. Fabricius, Harvey's master, writes as follows :—

“ Preeterea uteri orificium unitum incidi non potest propter
situs altitudinem.” .

His contemporaneous countryman and opponent, James
Primrose, writing “ De clausura uteri,” says :(—

“ Difficillimé curatur, si vitium intus reconditum est, quo
Chirurgica instrumenta sine periculo penetrare nequeunt.”
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other two Doct™ having seene and spoken with his Hig® yo”
brother intreated. me to write as followeth.

“That his sicknesse is in the ordinary raging disease of
the Army, a slowe feaver with great deiection of strength,

and since Fryday he hath talked idly and slept not, but very

unquietly, yet the last night, he beganne to sleepe of him-
selfe, and tooke his rest soe quietly that this present morning
when Doct® Harvey came to him he knew him and wellcomed
Doct® Smyth respectively, and uppon Doct™ Harvey's expres-
sion of his Ma®® sorrowe for and great care of him he shewed
an humble thankefull sence thereof: Doct® Harvey asking
his Hig® how he did, he answered that he was very weake,
and he seemed to be very glad to heare of and from yo"
Hig® as was delivered by Doct" Harvey.

- “Now the Doct™ having conferred, and computed the
tyme, have good hopes of his recovery, yet by reason that
the disease is very dangerous and fraudulent, they dare not
yet give credite to this allteration. And concluding the
disease to be venemous they doe resolve to give very little
phisick, only a regular dyett and Cordyall Antidotes. The
Doct™ present theyr most humble service to yo" Hig" and
subscribe themselves

“Sr. yo' Hy® most humble servants

%J/%{my,

“ ROBERT VILVAIN
“ EDMUND SMITH*
“THO. KING.

“ Millton, Octob. 17" 1643.”

* This is the same Dr. Smith mentioned in Harvey's letter.









