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To the Board of the National Vaccine Esta=
blishment.

- GENTLEMEN, . . !
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G as I do on th;e very important
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luty I owe the
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tion, onsist great inte-
rests which subject involves. You
must, also, gentlemen, permit me to add,
that I hope such anxiety will appear to
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favourable to vaccination, and not ouly,
takc no notice of such seriously adverse
hmrc;ums chs, but even to persevere m |
lly recommen dlng tn the public con-
I.Ch $O many 1m-
arselves, known
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cumstances are ‘:'eq'a te for the satis-
factory prouf of the existence of any of the
exanthemata—Nay, that the existence of

distinct ‘symptoms, seem requisite for the
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diagnosis of every disease to which the
human body is liable. |
2. Does not the process of vaccination

-"’---:-_-\.4 '.-, ;

~ in general consist in nothing, but the local

phenomena of the pung
times without th

Jsids It not also 1ncc 1 1&; that
the local process of vaccination admits of
a prodigious variety with regard t@ the
appearance of the vesicle and _arqo!a:,
without any prejudice to the powers of the
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process, in ena,bling the constitution to

resist the tests of inoculation and exposure

to the epldemlc small pox, applied soon

- after the in al has passed thmu#h the
. ?

tests of ino-

epidemic }

mlssmn, when th%i-e are the mnst authentic
and prﬂgresﬂve@ increasing conclusive evidence
of the occurrence uf amal] 'pd'x'h"fter the
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and that all, or most af these cases are in

general allowed to have been mudlﬁﬁd by

- the vaccine influence ? .
7. Can such : tion tak

without the influes

been exerfe '
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9. Ia it not alsu equally certain, that,
cases of small pox after vaccination, .were
not known or heard of, until the second,
or third year after the introduction of the
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discovery ; that every succeeding year has
produced such instances, not only rapidly
increasing progressively in number, but

~alson ty and fatal terminations ; and
ich cases are met

-

s, Mﬂy

small

fect, imperfect, local, ¢ tutional
vesicles; the contemptible evasions of
chicken-pox, flca-bites, and rashes ; and
the uncandid and illiberal pretences of dif-
ficulty and intricacy in conducting the pro-
cess, are employed ? r it
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11. Do not the whole phenomena, facts,
and history of vaccination, together with
those we are acquainted with, rehtmg to
variola, rubeola, scarlatma,f cc. and ever
the action of mercp -
philis dea.r'ly y pe

B b
g =
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1 pox,

s 4 rs. ine h" o in a ra-

i n@ﬂ h*tﬁﬁ stance of the
ﬁﬂod -ﬂm vaccination, unequivocally
prove the constitutional influence of cow
pock, to be partial, feeble, and temporary *
- Lastly: Is it possible then, that the
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public can be requested to place their con-
fidence in the process of vaccination, for
pro‘,:ectim against the severe and fatal dis-
- case all Pﬂﬂ?

| b

g&‘ my ;Inquiry mto
"" Yamnatmn,
ey __t_ of the

such he
htmgrtlie anxi W:;qmlger-ﬁf
individuals, aud increasing in an incalcu-
lable proportion, the public canfusion and
disaster that must ultimately ensue. For
Heaven’s sake step forward, and:ayert the
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danger to the community, and the dis-
grace of our profession. It is impossible
we can have even the shadow of an a.poluby,
if we shall only yield to the mg;j; i

ous, obvious, an '
which appear to

withidl
anxiet

are ac g 2lings, and
demonstrate to the wo e grand and

vlrtuuus exam at we are not only
* MIE 11 30 2
senmble uf but also ready to acknn wledge,
€l .F 15

and willing to correct, our errors.
I have now, Gentlemen, presented you
with what appears to me a faithful sum-
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mary of the practice, and probable con-
sequences of vaccination. In having done
so, 1 msntisﬁed I have simply discharged
0 thn pnbln: and to the profes-

assure yvou, it would
greater pleasure to

4 k m
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tf i a.nd hum'b]e smnt
THDMAS BROWN

Your reé

m. 14: 1310-
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To the Board of the National Vaccine Esta«
* blishment.

ﬁ::;LE umﬁﬂ

g w,,, fie .my warmest thauks
acknuwledgmg
Iﬁ, addressed l
accination. 4}/
S
. Hcces-
¢ the infor-
v e
ke the
5 COn-

5 upon
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~ the ‘w .
dress you, it 3 ot merely with a vnew
to yuuz, or my ’#n satisfaction : it p pro-

® This letter was also accompanied with a few lines,
soliciting the attention of the Secretary of State.
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lic under very different circurmstanees, from
I believe the whole of those who have
hitherto opposed vaceination. They’ were

presented after nearly nine years steady
pemc'verance‘ in the practice : they were

offere th'e publte* after having indivi-
duoally us " th genersl' and vio-

Py -
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for _extension : they were

arml in tﬁe

tioner will rez * a i
thing, but what may I idered asa fair
medical d‘i'sc ssion. But wfm isstill more
singular, and presents mankind in a homi-
Ilatmg,pn:nt of view, is, that this oppo-
sition should proceed from a body of men
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formly yielded, and permitted the vario-
lous contagion to exert its power upon the
system. Indeed, so much was I convinced
of this principle being correct, that in
many of those cases which fell under my
own observation, where small-pox suc~=
ceeded to vaccination, before making any
inquiries, or even entering the house, I
told the parents exactly the situation of
the cases. These circumstances—the ex-
tent and severity of the source of variolous
contagion, together with the length of the
period from vaccination, uniformly decided
the progress of the infection in the fami-
lies ; and according to these particulars I
gave my prognosis of what would ensue,
and was seldom or never contradicted.

In examining, Gentlemen, carefully the
history of the cases I have published, in
my Inquiry into the antivariolous Power
of Vaccination, you will distinctly find
how uniform and exact these eircumstances
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the disease has been imparted in the most
perfect and constitutional form. = Again, if
Mr. Bryce was to admit such a fact, he
must of course agree to the possibility of a
- constitutional influence being imparted by
such imperfect vesicles, and therefore his
test could be of no use. Indeed Mr. Bryce
appears to be fully aware of the dreadful
consequences of this doctrine of modified
action and partial security ; for if it was
admitted, then the advocates for the perfec-
tion of the practice, are reduced to the
absolute and insurmountable necessity of
admitting one, of two circumstances, either
of which are sufficient to overthrow the
whole discovery : viz. that although the
vaccine phenomena exert a constitutional
influence, yet in one case it may be com-
plete, and in another incomplete; or that
there are two kinds of cow-pock virus, pos-
sess'ing an antivariolous power, but the one
complete and the other incomplete; and
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thentic and conclusive proof of the fre~
quent and progressively increasing evidence
of small-pox succeeding vaccination, little
room 1s left for hesitation * It would surely
sunreasonable for us to continue to
nd, and the public to grant their
e, under such glaring inconsist-

be most

recom
patron:
ency, ahd such positive testimony of the
defects.of the practice. It certainly would
be most absurd“to suppose the profession
would still follow a practice, when they
must be assured the tenderest concerns of
the community must be exposed to sick-
ness and distress, however safe the result
may be. But it would undoubtedly be
downright madness to imagine the public
will persevere in the practice of vaccina-
tion, when it appears they may undergo

* | had very lately an opportunity of seeing a gen-
tleman from Jamaica, who informed me that such had
been the numerous instances of small-pox succeeding to
vaccination there, the inhabitants were perfectly satis-
fied that it did not prevent the small-pox, but bad bhi- .
therto rendered the disease milder.









































































































