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and the same distinguished loyalty that probably
marked your Lordship, as one to whom nothing
could be safely uttered tending to demonstrate
any disposition towards the rebellious outrages
which bave of late produced such dreadful ef-
feets, and excited so much alarm. But, I fear
there have been too many in whose presence and
hearing demonstrations have been made and ut-
tered, which ought to have alarmed the minds of
loyal men, and induced them to communicate
the ground of that alarm to those in authority
under the Government, and especially to the
Justices of the Peace in their several districts,
but who have thought fit to retain the impression
made on their minds within their own breasts,
and to leave the chance of discovery to other
means. The persons to whom I allude have
principally been persons professing to hold the
same religious faith with your Lordship, and
over whom I most sincerely hope your Lordship’s
high character may give that influence which
justly belongs to it. It would be highly import-
ant, therefore, that your Lordship, in the dis-
“charge of your duty, as a Magistrate, should take
‘every opportunity of clearly stating,' and most
strongly inculcating and enforcing the great duty
of allegiance, and, that that duty is not con-
fined 1o forbearance from open rebellion, or even
from acts tending towards rebellion; that true
allegiance is an active duty, requiring every man
pot only to suppress rebellion when it shall shew
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amongst the Ministers of the Roman persuasion;
the frequent use of language, tending to raise
in the minds of the ignorant an opinion that
none are to be considered as Members of the
Catholic Church of Christ, that none are there-
fore to be esteemed as brethren im Christ, but
those who profess adherence to the See of IRome,
Until the minds of men are brought to a differ-
ent temper—until the Priests of the Roman per-
suasion shall cease to inculcate to those under
their instruetion doctrines so repugnant to their
temporal allegiance—until they shall cease to
inculcate that all who differ from them in reli-
gious opinions are to be considered as guilty of
defection from the See of Rome, that is, as
guilty of rebellion (including his Majesty’s sa-
cred person in that description), it cannot be
expected that vulgar men should think them-
selves bound by any tie of allegiance to a King
thus represented to them, as himself guilty of a
breach of what is termed a higher duty of alle-
giance. That liberty of conscience, which those
of the Roman persuasion desire for themselves,
they ought to allow to others, and they do not
allow that liberty of econscience; but, on the
contrary, sanction the worst of persecutions,
wherever they treat any man sincerely believing
in Christ the Redeemer of Mankind as not a
member of the Catholic or Universal Church,
founded by Christ and his Apostles, because that
man does not believe all that they believe of the
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See of Rome, and of the doctrines taught by it,
I can consider no man (whatever his profession of
loyaity may be) as truly the loyal subject of a
King, whom he thus holds up to his people as
the object of disaffection, nay, of hatred, be-
cause that King helds a different opinion in mat=
ters of religion from those who adhere to the See
of Rome, and because he refuses any obedience,
In matters temporal, to that See. It will be your
duty, my Lord, as a Justice of the Peace, with
the most anxious attention, to respect no man
whose conduct shall tend to disturb iv; to exhort
all men, by patience and forbearance, as well as
by exertion, te use their utmost endeavour to
preserve it, and hewever anxiously they may
wish for a change in the establishment provided
for by the Law of the Land, for the maintenance
of religion, however conscientiously they may
think that the ends of religion would be better
answered by putting those of the Romish persua-
sion in place of those of the Catholic Faith, they
cannot, consistently with the duty of their alle-
giance, pursue that purpose, by abetting, or even
by declining to resist and suppress the rebellious
eonspiracy formed for that purpose.

I have no doubt that the firm and distinguish-
ed loyalty which has marked your Lordship’s
character in every other situation of life will
guide your steps in the discharge of your duties
as a Magistrate,
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ted amongst the Quakers, who certainly are Tiabls
to more disabilities, for conscience sake, than
those of which your Lordship complains. I am
afraid, or rather, I am persuaded, that the diffe-
rence arises from the different temper given to
their minds by their religious instructors; that
the Quaker is taught to live in charity with all
men, whilst those who follow the See of Rome,
are unfortunately taught a very confined charity,
being told they are exclusively members of the
Church of Christ; and those whose minds have
not been enlarged, by education or habit, feel it
difficult to conceive how those whom they are
tanght to consider as not Members of the Church,
can be deemed Christians; and, accordingly,
your Lordship will find, upon inquiry, that the
appellation of heathen is applied by those to
every Protestant. If those who are considered
as holding a higher rank in the priesthood used
their influence to correct this impression on the
minds of the lower orders, we might hope, that
by degre®es they might be taught to consider all
who believe in Christ as their Redeemer, though
not adhering to the See of Rome, as their
brethren in Christ ; but, unfortunately, that is not
the case. Dr. Troy, in his pastoral instruction on
the duties of Christian citizens, published in
1793, holds wp high, the exclusive doctrine;
which those who think humility a Christian vir-
tue, in all respects most becoming so weak and
fallible a creature as'man, cannot but consider
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as savouring of presumption. Dr. Hussey, in his
pastoral letter, published in 1797, expresses him-
self in a stronger language; and, indeed, it is
difficult for a loyal subject to read that publica-
tion without feeling, that, especially at the time
of its appearance, it could not tend to produce
loyalty, or even submission to the Government
of the country, in the minds of those to whom
it was addressed. Whilst such impressions, so
excited, are rankling in the minds of men, very
little regard can be paid to addresses of the na-
ture to which your Lordship refersme. They are
given to the winds, as long as the priests of the
See of Rome shall think fit to hold up to their
flocks, that all who do not yield obedience to
that See are guilty of rebellion against it; are
not to be considered as members of the Chareh
of Christ; and therefore are not (in the eyes of
the vulgar at least) to be considered as Christians.
I am fully persnaded, that those who listen te
their doctrines will never bear Christian charity
towards those whom so represented ; and will
never be loyal and dutiful subjects of a King,
thus held out to them as himself a rebel. —In
fine, my Lord, those who clamour for liberty of
conscience, {(which in trath they have,) must be
taught to allow liberty of conscience to others;
and those who desire complete participation
must treat those with whom they desire to par-
ticipate as brothers. Until, therefore, the priests
of the Romish persuasion shall think it their duty
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might have been so far felt, as to lead the adhe-
rents to that See, in Ireland, no longer to teach
their followers a doctrine so repugnant (as it ap-
pears to me) to the repose of mankind, as that
to which I had alluded in my letter. I conclude,
from your Lordship’s letter to me, that there is
no person amongst the adherents of the See of
Rome, in Ireland, whose mind, however culti-
tivated, however liberal in other respects, can
be thought to consider any persons as Christians,
who refuse obedience to that See. I conclude,
also, that the priests of that persuasion still teach
their. flocks, that all who refuse cbedience are
guilty of a wicked rebellion against divine an-
thority, which must produce their eternal dam-
nation in the next world, and render them ob-
jects of horror and dislike in this. As long as
this doctrine (which, with all humility I say it,
appears to me to be repugnant to every idea of
Christian charity, taught by the Seriptures) shall
be preached to their congregations; and unfil
those congregations shall be taught that Protes-
tants of every description, although in their opi-
nion in error on certain points, are to be consi-
dered as members of the Church of Christ, and
their brethren in the faith of Christ, it seems to
me, that there can be no hope that exhortations
ts lovalty and obedience to a Protestant Govern-
ment will have any effect. Men of education
and property my -feel loyalty and obedience to
such a Government to be proper, or, at least,
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LETTER VL

ANSWER FROM THE EARL OF FINGALL,

Great Denmark-street, Sept. 4, 1803,
MY LORD, -

¥ must beg your Lordship will be kind enough
to excuse my not having sooner acknowledged
the receipt of the last letter you did me #he ho-
nour to address me, which has been occasioned
by my absence from town for some days past
Hououred as I must feel by your Lordship’s cor-
respondence, and the expressions of personal re-
gard towards me contained in your letters, 1 am
the more anxious to impress your Lordship with
that favourable opinion of the persons in this
country whio profess the same religious faith I do
myself, which it has been my endeavour to prove
to your Lordship they are deserving of. Nothing
but my wish to procure for them an cbject so
desirable, and my high respect for your Lord-
ship, would have induced me to touch at all ona
discussion of religious subjects: and not having
been, I fear, fortunate enough yet to satisfy your
Lordship’s mind, as to the objections you make
to our religion, I should be glad, with your
Lordship's permission, to state them to some of
our superior Clergy, who would, I am pretty
certain, enable me to convince your Lordship,
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that our religious doctrine preaches charity and
brotherly love to all mankind, without distince
tion of religion; true and sincere allegiance to
our good King; inviolable attachment to the
Constitution and our Country ; from an honest
and conscientious conviction that such is the duty
of a good subject, and a good Catholic, be the
religion of the Monarch what it may. For my
own part, my Lord, I cannot attribute the unfor-
tunate situation of this country to any thing con-
nected with matters of Religious Faith; Jaco-
binism and French principles and politics, the
want of morality, and the depraved state of the
human mind, are, I conceive, the sources of our
misfortunes ; Religion may have been made a
tool by wicked and designing people: this has
often happened in, every country, and is easily
effected when religious differences exist. The
distracted and melancholy state we are in, every
body must lament ; how it is to be mended is a
matter for the Statesman ; and surely it would be
difficult to find an object more worthy of your
Lordship’s high talents and abilities.

I have the honour tobe, with the greatest respect,
My Lord, your Lordship’s very humble
And obedient servant,

FINGALL.
Te the Right Hou. Lord Redesdale, &ec. &e. &e
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Irishman; that I never took that oath; that I never sn-
couraged, advised, or permitted others to take it; but,
on the contrary, that I dissuaded others from taking it:
some of whom have had the generosity to make affidavit
of my exertions in their behalf; and there are others;
who have candidl y added that they would have taken it,
had I not prevented them. Some of these affidavits
have long since heen laid before Government, together
with the other documents of my exculpation. Secondly,
I do declare upaﬁ my oath, that I never signed the
death-warrant of any man; or an assent to the murder,
or to the death of any man; and that I never was asked
to :ion such death-warrant or assent. This declaration
is further strikingly corroborated i.:sy the following cir-
cumstance: no such paper has been ever produced
against me. It would. have amounted incontrovertibly
to conspiracy or murder; it would alone have condemn-
ed me to the gibbet; and there can be no doubt, if you
consider the temper of my treatment, that such an im-
portant paper would not have been kept back through
Ienity. There are some gentlemen of this country, who
have declared to others that will attest it, that they had
this paper in their hand; that they knew my signature.
I now call upon them most respectfully, most earnestly,
and without intending the slightest offence; I challenge
them, I defy them to produce it. When these gentle-
men were asked by my friends, during my banishment,
why this paper was not brought forward previous to my
punishment, or before the Court of Inquiry, which was
held upon me in Youghal, some could give no answer,
while otheérs asserted that i¥ was subsequent to that n-
quiry this paper was discovered. Again I call for it;
let it be produced ; and, if it cannot, let common jus-
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a Wire-Caf was introduced, armed with scraps of tin er
lead. (I jidge from the effect, and from the descrip-
tion given me.) Whatéver were its appendages, 1 can-
not easily forget the power of it.  In defiance of shame,
my waistband was cut, for the finrshing strokes of this
tacerating instrument. 'The very first lash, as it renewed
all my pangs, and shot convulsive agony through my
entire frame, made me shake the triangle indeed. A
second infliction of it penetrated my loins, and tore
them excruciatingly: the third maintained the tremu-
lous exhibition long enough — the spectators were satis-
fied.

I should spare you, my Lords and Gentlemen, the
disgusting minuteness of this last detail, but it wiil be
found materially connected with a most dreadful charge
which appears upoen the minutes of a Court of Ingiiry,
held to investigaic my case, the year following, in
Youghal, under General Graham, by order of the
Marquis Cornwallis. Before this Court Fwas not brought;
nor any friend of mine summoned thither to speak for
me. It was even a subject of sarcastic remark in the
prison-ship, that, while I stood there among the sailors,
my trial, as they termed it, was going on in Youghal,
With the proceedings of that court [ am to this day un-
acquainted. It was ordered, 1 know, In consequence
of a memorial upon my situation, handed to a distin-
guished Nobleman, and by him ﬁrc:&::ni@d at the Castle 5
I was not consulted with regard to its contents. Unfor-
tunately for me, it was penned with more zeal than ac-
curacy; setting forth, among other hardships, that, af-
ter my punishment, .I had been left without medical as-
sistance, (on the report, I presume, of a Sister-in-Law,
who visited me within the interval between the whipping
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Another respectable gentleman is represented in these
minutes to have said, that immediately after my punish-
ment, I acknowledged to him that I was privy to the
murder of two soldiers; that I knew of a gun kept in
my parish for the purpose of murder, and remarkable
for the certainty of its aim : he is there beside stated to
have said, that I made this declaration, not under any
apprehension of punishment, but I seemed rather to
speak, as one Clergyman would to another, in a moment
of contrition: such at least is the sulstance of this gen~
tleman’s words, as far as my friend in Dublin, to whom
the evidence was read, could recollect it. Now from
the nature of the communication, which it is here as-
serted I made, it will be naturally supposed, that the
gentleman had a private interview with me after my
punishment ; but he himself is thoroughly persuaded
that he had not. I never Iaid my eyes on him since I
saw him at that time, in the public Ball-alley. During
my flagellation he stood opposite me, close to the trian-
gle, with a paper and a pencil in Lis hand, noting down
whatever then occurred to him. He asked, Did you not
know that fire-arms were taken from my house 2 My answer
was rather too short— Sir, I heard you say so; but I felt
at the moment, by heavier strokes, the consequence of
my 1mpoliteness. [ really considered that gentleman,
on account of his apparent insensibility at the time, as
the very reverse of a friend ; and while I now positively
deny my having made the acknowledgement above re-
ported, I thall take the hberty to ask; first, whether it
be consistent with likelihood, that, when such a severe
punishment and so witnessed by him, was over, I had se-
lected that very gentleman in order to criminate myself
to such a confident ; without any possible advantage.
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out was what they wanted ; the precise expressions of it,
I do not at this moment recollect ; it purported ‘a wish
that my brother might no longer indulge uneasiness upon
my account, for I deserved whatI got. The officer with=
drew; my sister-in-law then got admittance: she told
me, she had just heard the sentinel say, that during my
entire punishment, nothing was against me: however,
that the paper I had just written would assuredly hang
me. I exclaimed that their dreadful threats had com-
pelled me to write it ; which exclamation being carried
to the officer, he returned the next day: he called me
to the jail window commanding a view of a gallows,
whereon two men were hanging; their bodies so bloody,
that I imagined they wore red jackets. A third halter
remained yet unoccupied, which he declared was intend-
ed for me, should I persist in disclaiming the aforesaid
note. Look, said he, at these men, look at that rope,
your treatment shall be worse than theirs, if you disown
what you wrote yesterday : adding that it was still in my
power to get free. I imagined from this, that he wanted
money from me; or a favourite mare which I had occa-
sionally lent him. My answer was, if you liberate me
you shall always find me faithful ; there is nothing in
my power that I willnot do. Do not then attempt, said
he, to exculpate yourself, and so retired. I now procured
paper, whereon I wrote a formal protest against what
he extorted from me asabove; that, should I be execu-
ted, this protest might appear after my death, —I wrote
a second, with the same design; but I left them both
after me in the jail; apprehensive, that should they be
found in my possession, they might cause me to be treat-
ed with additional severity. Neither did I afterwards,
while in jail, openly assert my innocence for that rea-
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place for declaring, as I now do in the presence
of God, that, being a liege subject of his Ma-
jesty King George the Third, I hold myself bound,
by the dictates of my religion, independently of
the oaths I have taken, to bear him true alle-
giance, and to inculcate the same obligation
upon all those who are subject to my jurisdiction.
Nay, further, I declare myself more firmly bound
to him, by the dictates of my religion, than by
every tie: being as little able in adverse circum-
stanees to answer for my loyalty to the King,
without the aid of my religion, as to answer for
my fidelity to God, without the aid of his grace.
Conformably to this impression, my Lord, I have
enforced, with particular energy, the duty of al-
legiance, both in my public and private in-
structions, during the troubles of 1798 ; strietly
enjoining my clergy to withhold the sacred rites
from all persons implicated in the treason of that
time, until the oath and the treason it cemented
should have been first abjured : by which means,
many hundreds, if not many thousands, were
detached from that treasonable compact, who,
to this very day, might have adhered to it,

In answer to the allegation of pointed disre-
spect to those clergymen who were represented
to your Lordship as having saved the lives of
loyal men, I can boldly assert, in the face of this
diocese, that the only priest I knew of, as coming
precisely within thet description, by having
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terpoise against every subsequent failure or in-
aptitude.

The Rev. Peter O'Neil, to whom your Lord-
ship alludes in this same letter to Lord Fingall,
has been urged, by the obloquy which assailed
him, to lay the particulars of his situation be-
fore the public in a humble remonstrance, for-
warded to your Lordship, through the Post-
Oflice, at my own instance, the moment it issued
from the press. It has, I trust, my Lord, fully
vindicated my conduct towards that much-inju-
red man, and removed the painful imputation
of insult to the offended justice of the laws. It
has, in my apprehension, demonstrated that his
return was the concurrent act of two successive
Chief Governors; the one suspending his trans-
portation, the other ordering him home from it.
Nor this, my Lord, by way of a pardon, which
was never solicited, but by an impartial decision
upon the merits of his case. I will accordingly
presume to hope, that your Lordship, having
duly considered the facts stated in his remon-
strance, is rather inclined to think that the jus-
tice of the laws, which had sunk under his con-
demnation, hath re-asserted its power, and tri-
umphed in his acquittal. Your Lordship, I will
also hope, has seen, by this remonstrance, that
Mr. O’Neil’s reinstatement in his former place,
was not so much an act of mine, as the provision
of a Spiritnal Law, which, in similar circum-



























