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A

SECOND ADDRESS, &c.

TO THE

OWNERS AND AGENTS OF
COAL MINES.

GENTLEMEN,

IN the month of O&ober laft, I did my-
felf the honor of addrefling you, on the
fubjett of deftroying the jfire and choak damp
of coal mines; to which I was induced by
the following circumftance :—In the courfe
of my attendance on a fick friend, I hap-
pened to pafs the church-yard of Jarrow,
at the time that thirfy-two pitmen were
committed to the grave, who had been
killed at Hebburn colliery ; who left wives
and children, to the number of 105, Im-~
preffed with the folemnity of the fcene, at
my return home, I fat down to commit
fome thoughts to paper, on the prevention
of thefe accidents ; and I intended to com-
municate them to you through a Newcaftle
Newfpaper, But when I came to inform
the editor of the Tyn¢ Mercury of my
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intention, I learned that my eflay was too
long for fuch a channel of intelligence ; and
was urged to print it by itfelf, as likely
to be acceptable to all concerned. Fully
aware of the imperfeGtion of my under-
taking, after fome hefitation, I at laft con-
fented, and 250 copies were thrown off, as
being deemed fufficient for fale, and pay-
ing the expence of printing. A few
were {ent to Meflrs Longman and Rees,
my bookfellers, in London, with a requeft
to infert it in their catalogue, but by no
means to incur any expence in publifhing.

Such a field of obfervation being entirely
unoccupied, and free to enquiry, it could
not be deemed an improper fubjeét for a
phyfician in Newcaftle ; and if it fhould
excite others better gualified than myfelf,
from local knowledge, my labour could
not be loft. A phyfician in actual pradtice,
therefore, could not come before you in a
queftionable fhape. I can have no doubt
but you will do me the juftice to fay, tchat
on the occafion, I did not intrude upon
your privacy by any perfonal application ;
nor did I tamper with your workmen, as a
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hot-headed projector, in order to give im-
portance to my propofal, The whole was
left to your difcretion, to be tried or re-
jected as you might think proper,

The compofition of my eflay being wholly
unpremeditated, and not intended as a trea-
tife on the chemiftry of coal-mines, I con-
ceived it fufficient to preface my plan of
prevention by a few general remarks, that
might neither fatigue your patience in the
perufal, nor difguft you by pedantic tech-
nical expreflions. Had I fufpected a frake
in the grafs, it might have been prudent to
refrelh my memory by looking over any
modern chemical author; for it does not
appear that any blunders were committed
that could not be correted by half-an-
hour’s reading. Having therefore attached
no confidence to my propofal, beyond the
conicious pleafure of withing to ward of a
fevere afHiGtion incident to your miners,
which fince that time has been repeated
with accumulated horrors, I felt lictle difap-
pointment that no experiments had been
made by your diretions. I have, however,
been informed, that a refpe@able philofo-
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pher * in this town, always ready to ferve
the arts in his neighbourhood, has men-
tioned my work in his ufeful leGtures, in
terms of commendation; and it is fome
proof that my ftudies have been employed
in the caufe of humanity and virtue,
though without the defired fuccefs.
Notwithftanding the oblivion to which
my labours were configned in this diftri&,
the merits of my eflay have been fubje@ed
to a fiery ordeal in a diftant county, and
have given birth to two pamphlets of moft
extraordinary complexion and character.
That an ephemeral production, written on
the fpur of the moment, and intended for
the circle of a provincial new{paper, thould
have called forth two authors to pour out
their criticifm to the length of g9 pages, 1s
an event fcarcely parallelled in the annals
of philofophy. It has thus acquired a
degree of importance which it never claim-
ed for itfelf. The firft of thefe publica-
tions bears the name of “ 4 friend to ra-
tional fchemes of improvement.” 'The other is

# The Rev. W. Turner.
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fubfcribed, % Henry Dewar, M. D. one of
the Phyficians to the Manchefter Infirmary.”’
They carry in their face the marks of being
fiter produtions, qualis decet effe fororum :
it is evident they have been written in
concert, and moft likely owe their birth te
Manchefter., i

What were the motives of thefe authors it
would be difficult to difcover. 1 have been
frequently afked, if this * Henry Dewar”
is a perfon with whom I had any quarrel
in the public fervice of the country, his
remarks bear fuch figns of perfonal enmity
and revenge ! But it {o happens, the name
is utterly unknown to me; nay, there is
even {fome fufpicion that it is not a real
fignature. From the phyficians of Man-
chefter, I have often with others, received
much folid inftrudion, particularly from
the elegant pens of Doctors Percival and
Ferrier ; I have alfo enjoyed fome agreeable
hours in perufing the fine difquifitions on
literature and the arts, that are to be
found in the tranfactions of that fociety.
But here 1s a falling off indeed, that dif-
covers at once, both moral and intelle@tual
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degeneracy ! As it is not held a law in
authorfhip that every writer thould defend
his own works; I addrefs you a fecond
time, for the purpofe of conviting this
malignant Duumvirate of wilful and de-
Liberate falfehood ! !!

It has been faid that thefe produétions
were written at the inftigation of certain
perfons in this town or near it. But
I have no fuch behef; and were it
true, they muft be unworthy of notice.
Confcious of having given offence to none,
nothing could juftify a retort fo flagrant
and vindi@ive. It is creditable to the prefs
of Newcaftle, that this venom did not
iffue from it: it is honorable to the medi-
cal profefiion in the neighbourhood, that
no man could be found vile enough to dif~
turb the peace of his brother, in the per-
formance of a benevolent duty. And I am
forry to fee Mr Charnley’s fthop made the
medium for circulating this mafs of per-
fonal inve&ive and injuftice; for he can-
not be ignorant, that my attempt at faving
the lives of the poor pitmen from thofe
dreadful explofions, proceeded from the
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moft pure and diftinterefted intentions ; at
a time too, when a frefh catalogue of
deaths, * has attracted the commiferation
of the furrounding inhabitants. It now
appears that near a hundred human beings,
and doublethat number of horfes, have been
deftroyed in the laft nine months! Are
thefe accidents of {uch {fmall account, that
the man who attempts to prevent them is
to be perfecuted for his labour ?

Although I have faid that thefe pampble-
Zeers bear a family likenefs, they have never-
thelefs, agreeably to a preconcerted mode of
attack, come forward by different routes to
the charge. The “ Friend to rational

Jfehemes” only fupplants conjefture with
conjecture : he is a palpable fophift, but a
gladiator in difguife, and defcends into the
arena but when he expeés to find his com-
batant afleep. Hic niger ¢ff, hunc tu Romane
caveto. 'To * Henry Dewar,” the mean tafk
feems to have been afligned to afperfe me
with low abufe. Such a tafk is indeed not
Ul adapted to his fenfibility. But mark

_ * Ten men and thirty horfes at Killingworth, befides in-
Juries to many more,

B
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the libellous tendency of one of his para-
graphs. “ Your errors,” fays he, “ are of
“ fufficient magnitude to juftify an explicit
“ avowal of difapprobation from any reader
“ who has at heart the interefts of humanity
“ and feience, and the refpeciability of our pro-
“ feffion.”” This writer has been accuftomed
to meafure the feelings of others by his
own coarfe fenfations ; and I am in hopes
when you know me fully, you will view
this fentence as flowing from a corrupted
fource, or the dictates of a gloomy mifan-
thropy. I blefs the HAND of DIVINE PRO-
vIDENCE that [ have been raifed to a ftation
that expoles me to the rancorous hate of a
mind fo vindi¢tive and wicked ; for ap-
plaufe from fuch a quarter would be lttle
thort of infamy. * Wo_fball be unto thee when
“ all men [peak well of thee,” (St Luke.) I
am thus {faved from this curfe of the New
Teftament. I ought to be proud indeed in
reading the paragraph. That man muft
have fome hold of the affetions of man-
kind who becomes the object of fuch un-
qualified and {uperlative abufe: he mulft
have fome right to the reputation of an
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honeft phyfician, whofe ftudies could draw
forth fuch unprecedented outrage ; for vice
and infignificance find a fmoother paffage
through the croud. Hail! ye naval wor-
thies of the age ! ye Howes and NELSONS
of the day! one moment’s refletion on
your illuftrious friendfhips, more than re-
pays me for an eternity of fuch cenfure!
We here perceive the politenefs which is
due to a ftranger; the delicacy ufually ob-
ferved when {peaking of character, alike
held at defiance, and incapable of reftrain-
ing the fury of a malicious temper. The
whole expreflions have no fellow in Englifh
medical language. This man betrays the
difpofition of a philofophical Bacchant; a
{oul tormented with jealoufy and fpleen
even to delirtum; at leaft his difguifitions
appear to have been compofed during the
Saturnalia.™ No {pecies of felf-fufliciency
is fo difgufting, as when a weak and info-
lent critic affects the prerogative of difpenf-
ing or denying literary honours. Ina ftyle
not more decorous, he goes on for 5o pages,

* A feltival at Rome, when the drunken flaves were accuf-
tomed to infult their fuperiors.

B 2
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and then with unrivalled effrontery congra-
tulates his fine feeling, that he has not had
“ recourfe to fly infinuation or low feurrility ! I”
It would be indecent to offer a comment on
fuch pitiful effufions of ill-nature.

In my propofal, when fpeaking of pu-
rification in general terms, 1 have {aid,
(p- 23) “ Even this neighbourhood has
¢ lately heard contagion difcufled in a new
“ ftyle, without much edification.” And
in p. 32, [ have ufed the following expref-
fions: “ Sordid and {felfith indeed muft be
“ the tenor of life in that profeflional man,
“ who can traverfe the acres of this neigh-
“ bourhood for daily bread, and not doone
“ kind action gratis; or fometimes caft
“ one {ympathizing look below, to thofe
“ induftrious miners who toil amidft dark-
“ nefs and dangers, whofe labor gives the
“ firft {pring to that commerce which is
“ the beft nurfery of our feamen, and
“ which brings back to the fhores of the
“ Tyne and the Wear, wealth of incalula-
“ ble magnitude.”

By a perverfion of an author’s fentiments,
not commonly employed by liberal minds,
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ihe paragraphs juft quoted, are faid to be
an attack on the * poffbumous reputation” of
a phyfician lately deceafed. Nay, *“ Henry
“ Dewar” 1s polite enough to acknowledge,
“ If you had not indulged in that unne-
¢ ceflary and highly unmerited refle@ion
 on his public labors, it 1s probable that
“ you would not have been favoured with
“ the preceding obfervations.,” What a
lofs the world might have fuftained had
my words not been mifconftrued ! That is
to. {ay, this immaculate production might
have ftill flept in the brain of its author,
and rotted like a weed by Lethe’s ftrand.
Fortunate delivery! Rejoice ye heavens,
and be glad O earth! % #riumphe! But 1
Sfolemnly deny to have had any perfon in
view in either of thefe fentences: and I
boldly fay, that none but men who are
adepts at mifreprefentation, and for a hell-
ith purpofe, could ever have drawn the
conclufion. They have thus hyzna-like, the
fouleft beaft of prey, not been fatisfied with
carrion above ground, but have defpoiled
the fepulchre to glut their voracious maws,
It may be now hoped they will permit the
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the afhes of their friend to reft in quiet,
after this facrifice of truth and difcretion
to his manes '

The true inference that ought to be
made of the firft quoted {entence, is,
that the popular difcuflion of centagion,
which happened at Newcaftle four years
ago, had fo alarmed the minds of the inha-
bitants concerning infetious fevers, that
when a fyphus appeared in 1803, it excited
a dread equal to the plague itfelf. And it
may be ftill in memory, that but for the
adtive meafures taken by Thomas Smith,
efq. who was then mayor, to quiet the
fears of the neighbourhood, the trade of the
port muft have been fufpended for a time.  Now
what had an allufion to this fubject to do
with a  Collection of papers on infection,”
or the * pofthumous reputation” of any
phyfician. I was in Newcaftle during a
great part of this difpute, and it is well
known I never interfered, directly or indi-
rectly, with it. And with refpect to the
other fentence, the very worft that could
be faid of it, s, that it was a poetic flight of
a man who fometimes attempted to write
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verfes, but was incapable of writing good
ones. Laurence Sterne obferves, when a
perfon withes to do his neighbour an ill
turn, he can pick up ftraws fufficient un-
der any hedge for the purpofe : and fo it
has happened with me. Some gentlemen
here, who heard of the objectionable paf-
{ages, had the curiofity to read my propo-
fal, for the purpofe of finding them out;
but really could fix on no paragraph that
bore fuch an interpretation. I may there-
fore, with confidence, give it as the opinion
of this neighbourhood, that no fuch meaning
has ever been entertained of any part of
my eflay. Thefe authors muft find it diffi-
cult to juftify themfelves in the eyes of
good men; a falfehood, it thus appears,
had given birth to their publications, and
{candal has been the vehicle with which
they have ferved them up.

But another topic equally foreign to the
difcuflion, is alfo introduced by the * Friend
of rational fchemes.” This man fays in p.
32, ““ Though I have no thare perfonally or re-
“ motely in the local politics of Newcaftle, &e.”
To what the author alludes I am at a lofs
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to determine. 'What does he mean by the
« politics of Newcaftle ?” 1 am acquainted
with no “ politics™ here, but attachmient to
the king and conftitution of the country.
But as this writer bears the family name of
a certain defcription of perfons, who are
remarkable for introducing the fubje@ of
politics into every debate, I the lefs wonder
at the mention of it here. If I miftake not,
his pen has been dipped in gall, on other
matters of controverfy befide the purifica-
tion of your fubterraneous demefnes. Per-
haps alfo he may carry in his pocket a new
conflitution for the coal-mines; fuch a one
as will teach you how to dig coal, inftead
of felling it. But you will naturally fuf-
pe&t every thing that comes from thefe
“ age of reafon men ® Timeo Danaos et dona
ferentes, left they communicate the family
difeafe. If, however, in thefe harmlefs pa-
ragraphs of mine, I have ftumbled upon the
counter-fign of the i/luminati, 1 am as inno-
cent of having done it by defign, as the in-
fant that now {ports round my chair, Such
men [ well know, are very apt to treat with
contempt every thing that relates to corpo-
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rations and eftablifhments ; but no fectari-
ans are more gregarious than themfelves ;
and when an affront, real or {uppofed, is of-
fered to one of their order, binc ille lachryma,
the whole corps fly to arms, and a thoufand
poifoned arrows are difcharged in the dark
at the aggreflor. ,

Topics of philofophy have feldom been
publifhed without the proper names of the
authors ; and I may be blamed for reply-
ing to an anonymous writer, But it ought
to be remembered, that the aflafin who
points his ftiletto in the night is more dan-
gerous than the open murderer. This man
might have claimed the credit of modefty,
had truth and benevolence guided his pen ;
but under the malk of concealment he
could better decry my propofal, and aflert,
what is faife, that I had meddled with the
pofthumous reputation of his friend.
Good nature and a charitable {pirit are
excellent ingredients in all the duties of
life ; but they become peculiarly requifite,
when we act as inquifitors on the conduct
of our neighbours. If therefore bad paf-
fions mix themfelves with our animad-

c
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verfions on the faults of others, we defer-
vedly incur the contempt and ridicule of
the liberal and intelligent part of the com-
munity. How far the officious criticifim
of the Duwumvirate comes within this re-
mark I leave to themfelves :

Let thofe teach others who themfelves excel ;
And cenfure freely who have written well.—Pore.

The biographers of any man, muft be
driven to miferable thifts, who employ
injuftice and detraction againft living cha-
racters, as vehicles for the panegyrics of
their departed friends. Such fame is not .
to be forced upon mankind; a good and
lafting name is only to be purchafed by
perfonal dignity and virtue. It would
have been generous in thefe redoubtable
champions to have defended their client,
when they faw him incapable of defending
himfelf, though then in his ufual health,
I mean when he was publicly called upon,
before a tribunal of {cience. To appear in
arms when no hoftility is intended, 1s wor-
thy only of literary bullies. But I am not
to be frightened from independence of
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opinion, or fcared from my purpofe, be-
caufe every doughty pedant will exclaim,
nil de mortuis nifi bonum. In the whole
conteft, [ never had any perfonal refentments
to gratify ; far lefs now ; but I fully expect
every honeft phyfician to approve the con-
dué& that openly refifts tyranny, ignorance,
and littlenefs of mind, whenever they con-
vert the practice of medicine into an inquiji-
tion, or put innocence to the forture on a
fick bed. Thefe authors know to what I
allude ; verbum fat e¢ff. 'To have fecured
the good will of a certain charalter, by
fervility and tamenefs of {pirit, was a tafk
of too paflive obedience for me. I love
the exercife of my profeflion as much as
any man living ; but I have long ago re-
folved to make no difhonourable con-
ceflions to obtain its emoluments.

With refpet to the points of chemical
philofophy fub judice, my adverfaries have
proved nothing but their own malevolence
and incapacity. The * Friend to rational
Jebemes of improvement,” attempts to throw
difcredit on my account of the fire and
choke damp in coal-mines, but offers no

¢
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certain hiftory of their compofition; and
after quoting and haranguing much, re-
tires with the ignominious confeflion in
his mouth, (p. 38,) that “it is 2o be re-
“ gretted no accurate analyfis bas hitherto been
 accomplifbed of the gas wbich conflitutes fire-
“ damp.”  Yet all chemical authors agree
that it is bydrogenous gas ; becaufe though
fome portion of {ulphur or carbon, may
be mixed with it, yet hydrogenous gas is
the medium or folvent which {ufpends them,
and to which the explofion is owing.
Where the {fulphur is in large proportion it
cannot explode, it only burns flowly with
a blue flame ; but the carbonaceous matter
does not feem to leflen the explofion.

It is produced as an argument againft
my antidote, that it would convert fire-
damp into choke-damp.  But this muft alfo
be the cafe at prefent, as the effet of the
natural explofions ; which is not proved by
competent authority. I have no where
faid that the fire-damp 1s identical with
hydrogenous gas, as this author contends.
To fay that it is generated in thefe mines,
¢ probably in great purity,” implies no
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fuch meaning ; and it behoved this con-
troverfialift to fthow, what are the precife
ingredients in it, before he makes fuch
confident aflertions.

From all accounts it is agreed, that no
meafurement has yet been made of any vo-
lume of extricated fire-damp in a coal-mine.
And to attempt to calculate on the mathe-
matical certainty of its bulk, befpeaks rafth-
nefs, not demonftration. All the reafoning
therefore which this writer employs about
the expence, 1s extravagant and inadmiflible,
for he has not made a fingle experiment!
There can be no neceflity for going further
with the employment of the fuperfaturated
acid, than to render the bydrogenous vapor
incapable of explofion, {fo that the work-
men might have time to retreat. It is
probable a fmall fum might accomplifh
this defirable end.

The author is pleafed to mention my
ignorance of Mr Chenevix’s chemical nomen-
clature. In truth, gentlemen, my object
was to employ terms f{uch as could make
my fubject moft familiar to you. It would
not have coft me much time, furely, to
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learn ten or twelve phrafes, which include
all the fubftances {poken of in my eflay.
The miftake which I have made, on the
comparative gravity between hydrogenous
gas, and carbonic acid gas, and atmofpheric
air, 1s a mere lapfe of memory ; not having
“confulted a fingle author on that, or any
part of the {fubject, fo that little merit can
redound to any critic. But this writer
excels in hyperbole, He {peaks of the
muriatic acid required for the procefs,
being capable of rendering the water of a
mine fo acid, that no machinery could
remove it. Now all this is mere calcula-
tion and conjeture; he has not proved it
by any trial. As well might it be argued,
that the coal-trade fhould be ftopt, becaufe
good fires confume the pure portion of the
atmofphere. 'When he dreads the film
being taken from his reafoning, he tries to
frighten you by the profpet of expences:
on the whole this incognito difcovers the
talents of a {fubtle difputant.

Having finithed his remarks on the in-
competency of my antidote, he takes a
bolder flight ; and in p. 24 and 25, with a
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levity bordering on impiety, inpeaches
Omnipotence itfelf. Does he mean by these
inductions to fix bounds to improvement?
Has the hand of the Deity left off working?
Or has that power that beftows on the
human mind its faculties and capacities
ceafed to exift ? This man fpeaks as if
nature was growing wearied and worn out,
“laffa et effeta,” and unfit to produce any
thing more. Has this declaimer never
been informed, that gun-powder, which can
remove mountains of rock, and change
the very face of the moral world, as recent-
ly done in Europe, is the invention of
chemiftry ?  You, gentlemen, are daily be-
holding the powers of the fteam engine,
which are a chemical procefs. And che-
miftry too has furnifhed us with the iroz-
red that fnatches the bolt from the thunder,
in the very moment of threatening defola-
tion. And yet this “{ciolift in philofo-
phy,” tells you, that the inftruments of
¢ chemiftry are of all thofe with which we
are furnifhed, of moft limited power I” 1If he
is too cold-blooded himfelf to feel for the
deftruction of your workmen, it ill be-
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comes him to infult the inquiries of others
for their relief.

In exculpating myfelf as a phyfician, for
having recommended to your attention, a
preventive, that has called forth fo favage an
oppofition, I muft beg leave to inform you,
that it is a maxim, as old as the profeflion
itlelf, anceps remedium melius quam nullum ;
a doubtful remedy is better than none. My
propofition is juftified by a faé@ eftablithed
in chemiftry, that the muriatic acid, when
highly fuperfaturated with oxygen, is ca-
pable of giving it out when in the ftate of
vapour, to hydrogen gas; and thus com-
bining with 1it, to render it incombuftible.
Now, this fa& is admitted by both my op-
ponents. By “ the friend of rational fchemes,”
in p. 15—18: and by “ Henry Dewar,” in
p- 22. Neither the artful fophiftry of the
one writer, nor the vulgar malignity of the
other, has been able to difprove it. While
therefore in the prefent condition of mi-
ning, fuch fevere difafters are frequently oc-
curring, it is at leaft commendable to pro-
voke inquiry on fo important a {ubje;
and from the fignal difcoveries which inge-
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nious men have made in different ages
of the world, there is no reafon to defpair
but time may unfold an ample remedy.

That a fcheme of fuch magnitude was ta
be brought to immediate perfe&tion, is be-
yond the ufual lot of human inventions.
That it was to efcape oppofition, was as
little to be expected : but to meet perfecu-
tion was never forefeen. A train of fair
experiments, and a difpaflionate difcuflion,
were all that I contended for. It does not
difparage a phyfician that he is not a perfect
chemift: chemiftry, long ago, has been faid
to be a valuable handmaid to medicine, but
a dangerous miflrefs. Even with all its im-
provements this is {till the cafe. Bur after
what you have feen delivered by thefe au-
thors, in this medley of philofophy and
flander, of criticifm and invective, you will
{carcely believe, that the antidste, which I
recommended for trial, 1s zo orher, than
what has been introduced lately, into a
thoufand fick chambers in Europe, as a
correétor of contagion ; and at this moment
a French and Englifh phyfician are con-
tending for the credit of the difcovery.

D
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Now as it has never been held “ ludicrous,”
to fubdue a recigning peftilence, infefting
a large diftri&t of country, by a parcel of
pipkins emitting the vapours of the muri-
atic acid, fuperfaturated with oxygen; why
i1s 1t to be fo 1n the caverns of a mine
againft ‘bydrogenous gas? But 1 contend
further, that it is more rational to employ
it againft the fire-damp of a coalpit, becaufe
that procefs 1s fupported by experimental
chemiftry; while its aftion on contagion
refts on fome fanciful theory of contagious
matter, incapable of proof, or demonftra-
tion. If| therefore, a trial 1s found imprac-
ticable from local caunfes, that cannot in-
validate the juftnefs of the principle from
which it was propofed.

But, gentlemen, you are alfo now to
decide, how far the reproaches of thefe
writers have been called forth, by a gene-
rous and manly interference for the fafety
of your fervants and property, and how far
they have {prung from the fordid motive
of perfecuting my writings and reputation.
You obferve one of the party o loft to the
didtates of ingenuous thame, as to confess,
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Although I have ferved upwards of twenty
years in his majefty’s navy, which include
a1l the beft of my days, and the half of that

From Admiral Sic R. Curtis, Bart. formerly captain of the
fleet to Earl Howe,

Gatcombe, 28¢h June, 1803.
My pEAR TROTTER,

I have read with equal pleafure, and the moft fatis-
faftory information, your laft relpe&able work, and hope that
every admiral and commander in the fervice will not only ftudy
that produétion, but all your others; and by fo doing they
will bid fair to have healthy fhip’s companies, the greatelt of
all bleflings to the officer, and the moft important objet to
the flate. I freely declare that I think your labours for the
prefervation of the health of the feamen of the Britifh fleet,
were more effentially beneficial to the nation, than the moit
brilliant victory that was ever obtained.

I remain with great truth,
My dear Trotter,
Your fincere and faithful friend,
(Signed) ROGER CURTIS.

To Dr Trotter.

1T

NELSON and BRONTE.
Merion, Sfan. 7th, 1803,
Dear SiR;
I am much obliged by your letter of the 4th, informing
me of your third volume, which I fhall perufe with great
pleafure. I know but litle of what has paffed at the admiralty ;
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time in the firft medical appointment, you

will not impute it as a difcredit to me, that I
have ftill to look to the practice of a phyfi-

and I fhall be forry to hear you have been neglected, after the
very great obligations the naval fervice is under to you. Iam
fure 1 can never repay your kind attention to me at Plymouth.

With every good wifh, I am, dear Sir,
Your friend and obedient fervant,
NELSON and BRONTE."
To Dr Trotter.

e —— T L T ——
Rear-Admiral Sir J. Saumarez, Bart. K. B.

“ I am forry that your zeal and meritorious exertions,
through which the lives of fo many valuable men have been
preferved, fhould not have met with due remuneration. You
have however the confciousnefls of having contributed in an
effential degree to the advantages the nation has attained over
the fleets of its enemies, which to a mind like yours is fuperior
to every confideration.”

e — W I Bt r—
Rear-Admiral Thornbrough.

@ I ever did, and ever fhall think, that you have been
fhamefully neglected, convinced as I am that no man ever did
half fo much for the naval fervice of the country.”

S

Profeffor Hufeland, Archiater to the King of Pruffia.

¢ Tt is well known how much we are indebted to the
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doubt of their having done much public
and private good. They have been hand-
fomely received by all that is refpectable in
medicine in this country, and have been
tranflated into all the Janguages of the con-
tinent. And I confole myfelf full more,
when I reflect that the various arrangements
for the health of feamen are ingrafted on the
fine difcipling of our fhips, interwoven with
the forms of our officers, and thereby en-
tailed on their fucceflors as a permanent
good to the nation. Thefe proofs not hav-
ing been put in my pofleflion for the imme-
diate purpofe, will plead the ftronger in my
behalf: and what may appear like egoti/m,
will be forgiven, when flander of fuch mag-
nitude has ventured to claim public atten-
tion.

It affuredly belongs to you, gentlemen, to
encourage every inveftigation that 1s un-
dertaken on proper ground to fave your
people from difafter ; and as far as 1 am
perfonally concerned, you cannot be indif-
ferent to the manner in which I have been
afailed in trying to do you a favour. Af-
ter having contributed to fave the naval
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heroes of the country, it was an eafy tran-
ficion to dire® my ftudies to the fafety of
your pitmen. For, if it can be demon-
{ftrated that ten thoufand Britith feamen
have been faved to the ftate, in every year
of war, fince 1794, by meafures and doc-
trines of health, which originated with me,
your property and commerce have been not
a little increafed and fecured by my public
profeflional duties. Befides the vigour and
activity which all naval operations derive
from thefe improvements, the fhips of our
merchants have feldom fuffered of late for
want of hands to navigate them. Long
cruizes are not found in the prefent.day, to
render fleets fickly, Without new aids’to
health, it would have been impracicable
for fhips to keep the {za for four or five
months ; far lefs, for them to fight a heavy
artillery as now done with fuch effe@®. I
muft therefore beg to obferve, that you are
bound by the ties of gratitude, to confider
my caufe as your own, and to treat with
indignation the attempt which has been
made to do me an injury.

The audacity of forcing medical men, or

E
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medical opinions on fociety cannot be fuf-
ficiently reprobated. It is the privilege of
families only, to felect their own phyfician,
furgeon, or apothecary. It can never be
held delicate in medical gentlemen to thruft
one another upon a patient; fome finifter
purpofe 1s always to be fufpe@ed; itis a
collufion to all intents and purpofes. When
a family has made the choice of its own
phyfician and apothecary, it guarantees the
integrity of the profeflion, and exonerates
all advifers from a painful refponfibility,
{hould any untoward circumftance follow.
It is not difficult to difcover fome plot of
this kind among thefe late tranfactions in
this vicinity. '
Some of my well-withers may perhaps
think that fuch names as now appear
in my favour, are fuperfluous againft
the authors of thefe pamphlets. But let
me remind them, that regular Dbatta-
lions are frequently called out to fcour a
country of banditti; and though laurels
may be denied in quelling a mob, the pub-
lic fafety is not lefs the care of a vigilant
police, My friends have never thought



























