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222 EZEKIEL.

ceased, held in great esteem, are supposed to be the
places where those who proposed to do them honour
prostrated themselves, touching them with their fore-
heads in token of solemn reverence. Probably, for this
reason, Ezekiel calls the sanctuary, the threshold of God,
and temples of idols, their thresholds. It is certain the
modern Persians make the threshold in particular the
place where their devotees pay their reverence to their
entombed saints. Thus immediately after the 6th dis-
tich, inscribed on the front of the famous tomb at Com,
follows this, ¢ Happy and glorious is the believer, who
throngh reverence shall prostrate himself with his head
on the threshold of this gate, in doing which he will
imitate the sun and the moon.” (Chardin, tom. i. p.
203.) -

No. 328.—xliv. 2. T'his gate shall be shut.] Amongst
other instances of the extreme distance and profound
awe with which eastern majesty is treated, Chardin says,
(tom. 1ii. p. 69.) ““Itisacommon custom in Persia, that
when a great man has built a palace, he treats the king
and his grandees, in it for several days; then the great
gate of it is open: but when these festivities are over,
they shut it up never more to be opened. This account
may serve asa comment on the words of Ezekiel : Then
said the Lord unto me, this gate shall be shut, it shall not
be opened, and noman shall enter en by it : because the Lord
God of Israel hath entered in by it, thereforeit shall be

shut. It s for the prince.
HArRMER, vol. iii. p. 329.

No. 329.—xlv. 12. T'he shekel shall be twenty geraks;
twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels, fifteen shekels shall be
your maneh.] This singular method of reckoning, adopt-

ed by Ezekiel, is perfectly conformable to the general
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