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1352 MANURING.

limed, grow white clover naturally ; where not limed, it
seldom appears ; but they cover principally with agrostis
capillaris (fine bent), which is seldom eaten by any kind
of stock, if they can get other food : when land has been
sufficiently limed, this plant disappears; and wherever it
is found, it may be safely concluded, that the soil on
which it grows has not had its due quantity of lime.
About seven years since, Mr. GeorGe REep, of
South Middleton, near Wooler, cleared from broom 30
or 40 acres of light, dry, poor, gravelly soil, that had
never been limed, which was sown with rye; the rye stub-
ble was ploughed in the autumn, and the worst part of it
limed, at the rate of 100 bushels per acre ; next summer
the whole was drilled with turnips (dunged, &c. as de-
scribed page 93), which came up all alike, and continu-
ed to do equally well for three or four weeks; but little
or no rain falling in that period, and the weather conti-
nuing droughty, those turnips upon the land which had
no lime, died away ; whilst those upon that part which
aways limed, were discernible #o an inch, flourished with
unabated vigour, and produced an excellent crop (for
such land), worth at least 4/. 10s. an acre. Many similar

covered with a thick mat of white clover and rap.grass ; the other was adingy
brown, principally composed of fime bent and sbeep’s fescuwe, and in a great
measure meglefed by the sheep. An explanation was desired for so greata
contrast; and Mr., Havr 1 informed me, that when this parcel of land was
last in fallow, the part which was eaten 50 dare, and looked so green, was
weli limed; the other, which the sheep negieéled, had newer been limed.

It has been said, and repeatedly copied by writers on Agriculture and Botany,
that * sheep prefer the * festuea ovina® to alf other plamts :** in the above
instance it was quite the contrary ; from which, and from other observations
1 have made, I am inclined to believe, that the idea has probably originated
more in conjefture than experiment. It has also been remarked by botanical
writers, that sheep refuse to cat ragwort (semecio yacobaea). The falt is, they
are so very fond of it, they will not allow a plant to flower wherever they de-

pasture.
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