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vi PREFACE.

subject that so nearly concerns them, the good effects
on medicine would soon appear: they would have
no separate interest from that of the art: they would
detect and expose assuming ignorance, and be the
judges or the pations of modest merit.” The chief
difficulty is to determine on the best mode of render-
ing this branch of science both profitable and agree-
able, to a mixed assembly of amateurs. -

It must be universally allowed that mere verbal
description will not suffice for that purpose. The
works of Nature herself, the things which form the
subjects of our discourse, should be presented to the
inspection of students; for otherwise, they will but
very imperfectly comprehend the phenomena of Na-
ture, In this exhibition, however, some degree of
prudence, delicacy, and election must be observed ;
“since it is possible to disgust and discourage even the
most zealous unprofessional inquirers, by the intro-
~duction of offensive or ill-prepared objects. Nume-
. rous kinds of anatomical preparations, accompanied
with large drawings, prints, models, casts, and a living
human subject for the muscles, may be exhibited
with the happiest effect to the most fastidious and
delicate audience. Such, then, are the means by
which the Author’s successive courses of Lectures have
been illustrated.

To scientific persons, lovers of natural history,
students in the liberal arts, painters, sculptors, and,
in a word, to literary men in general, the author has
bad the most flattering and repeated proofs that these .
Lectures are by no means uninteresting : but to medi-
cal gentlemen, especially these of the higher classes,
‘he cannot persuade himself to believe they are further
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useful, than as a preparatory course of study;-since
it is 2 maxim which he has ever inculcated, that ana-
tomy for medical purposes can only be acquired with
advantage in the dissecting-room. Anatomical books
and lectures undoubtedly have their uses; but, as a
foundation for medical knowledge, let there be no
dependance placed on any thing without actual dissee-
tions : let the understanding be aided from day to day,
by perpetually and attentively examining the very
objects themselves, whose structure and uses are in-
quired into. -

1t will be of no importance to his readers to be in-
formed by what coincidences the Author was tempted
to become a public Lecturer on the animal econo-
my : suffice it to say, that what was at first designed
as an occasional amusement to a few of his friends,
(chiefly amateurs of the fine arts,) has imperceptibly
grown into the mature state of regular and annual Dis-
courses, addressed to a more promiscuous company of
visitors. As to the manner in which this Syrrasus
is executed, the Author cannot but feel it requisite to
make some acknowledgment and apology: he is
completely aware of its imperfections; but, since an
opportunity is afforded bim of filling up chasms, and
giving a due proportion to the various topics of the
Lectures, he hopes what may appear to be a very un-
finished performance to readers in general, will not
be without its use to those for whom it was too hastily
written.

The causes which influenced the Author in pro-
ducing that considerable difference which appears be-
tween some of the outlines of these Discourses, were
partly designed and partly accidental, Several of them
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