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124 PARTHS, [Cfmp, 5,

alone were used, the ware could not be sufficient.
ly burnt without shrinking too much, and even
cracking ; and a great excess of silex would lessen
the tenacity, and render the ware brittle.

e

provements, introduced by the ingenuity of succeeding manu-
facturers.  This mixture is then dried in a kiln, and, after bein
beaten to a proper consistence, becomes fit for being formed by
the workman into dishes, plates, bowls, &c. The fine white
and cream-colour earthen-wares now made in England are fired
twice : the first time to give them the requisite hardness ; and
in that s.ate they are called liscuit : they are then dipped in a
vitreous composition, and, being subjected to a second burning,
acquire a coating of true glass, thence called a glaze. If they
are finished with painting in enamel, it is necessary to pass

a third time through the fire, One of the ingredients of this
glass (see Note t page 120) being oxide of lead, the workman,
whose hands are constantly immersing in the mixture, is subject
to paralysis, unless due precaution be taken, To prevent it, the
manufacturers have of late years assigned to such men a varied
employment about their ovens, and furnish them with a dress to
wear at the glazing tub, and throw oft when they leave it, and
a water cistern, soap, and towels near them, that they may be
more certain, when employed in the glazing, to wash their hands
before they go to their meals. It is feared, however, that an
unhappy opinion of the efficacy of spirituous liquors does more
mischief to this class of workmen than any other circumstance ;
for, attributing to the effect of lead whatever slight disorder oc-
curs, they have recourse, in the first instance, to them as spe-
cifics, in such cases, and thus acquire the habit of an immo-
derate use of what probably affords them a temporary relief, but
does not fail to produce a permanent and destructive disease.
This is, I believe, the sole opprobrium which falls upon the
potter’s art; yet even this may be greatly diminished, if not en=
tirely removed, by the precautions above ngentioned : however,
as it is desirable to preclude the use of lead altogether, the So-
ciety for the Promotion of the Arts has offered a premium for
a substitute for this glaze, or for a moede of using it which would
not subject the men to these dangers.

The white and the lrown stone wares are passed only once
through the fire, for at a certain period of the heat they are
made to undergo a partial vitrification at the surface, by the
fumes of muriate of soda ; this salt being thrown into the oven,
and the pieces of ware so disposed as to receive the fumes of it
wii every part of their surfaces, This method of glazing earthens
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