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"INTRODUCTION.

TD freely examine and corre¢t paft and prefent errors,

and to prevent, if poffible, future delufion in the treat-
ment of venereal complaints, has the fubfequent Work been
written. A difcordance of opinion long prevailed amongft
prattitioners of the firft eminence in Europe concerning
powerful falivations. Aftruc and Boerhaave were its advo-
cates, and moft of the fuperintendants of the principal
hofpitals in France, Italy, Germany, Holland, &c. im-
plicitly adhered to the dofirine; though many of the fame
furgeons, in their private praétice, were lefs violent in the
adminiftration “of mercury, and yet effeCually cured. the
generality of palients *.

The irregularities in dict of the inferior clafles of peoplé,
~ their expofure to the inclemency of the weather, and va-
rious irrational condu@, have been produced as a plea for
continuing the firong falivating modes, to prevent difap-
pointment. The reafons are forcible; but yet the condi-
tion of the afflicted indigent may be meliorated; ef modus in
rebus. 'The following prodution inculcates milder modes
of treatment, with numerous prefcriptions, in fome refpeéls
different from any fuggefted, and feverely arraigns the
hazardous pratices of ufing aftringent inje@ions, or omit-
ting the adminiftration of mild mercurials, in the frefh-con-
tracted venereal poifon, when fituated in the urethra. Such
ftyptic applications, and irrational omiffions, have been
irrefutably proved to be produttive of the confirmed Jues,

* In fome places on the Continent, within thefe laft forty years, many
furgeons and phyficians have entirely rejected powerful falivations, Teo
their improved and fuccefsful practice I have been an eye-witnéfs,
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balm of comfort was afforded to many wretched objefls of venereal
contagion ; they were {tigmatized with the bittereft reproach; without
a [ympathizing friend to clofe their eyes, they died in oblcurity, un-
pitied. Is it poflible to conceive a greater accumulation of huinan
afflition ?

MERCURY ITS ONLY TRUE SPECIFIC,

In the courfe of many years of horrid mifery, violent difputation,
and induftrious inveftigation, a moft important difcovery checked the
deftru&ive progrefs of the vehereal difeafe ; this was the grand fpecific
MERcURY. Without the ufe of this valuable and generous mineral,
miferable mult have continued the {tate of man; for vaft regions
mult have been partially depopulated, and many of the. remaining
human beings might have become the devoted victims to painful ap-
‘prehenfion, difeafe, and mifery®. There are few of the male fex,
efpecially in large cities, who efcape this common infection, at one
time of lifc or other. Millions, perhaps myriads, of lives have been
prefervgd by the application of MERcURY, and many have perithed
from the illiberal oppofition to its falutary ufe; for, like all other
laudable inventions, it was violently oppofed and rejeéted by many
eminent prallitioners on its firft introducion. Even now, its ap-
plication is forbid by fome novices in the art, more attached to f; pe-
- culations than found and fuccefsful pratice ; in cafes too, that require
- 1fs prompt and excellent affiftance. Time alone, the clearer of all
doubts, will fhow the fhocking effelts of their temerity and pers

fpreading a contagious diforder, called grofe werdle, therefore it was it to make
provifion, &c. Thus, the diforder had been fpreading for two years, fince jt
made its firlt appearance in 1494, fo as to oblige the magiftrates to frame ]nx-:rs
for the prefervation of the people.

.‘ Laurentius Frifius de Morbo Gallice. Anno Chrifi 1496 efferbuit quidem -
morbus atrociflimus, irruens in homines fieve morfu ulceram glandularum,
et durilimorum dolorum, adeo notabili cruciata, quod finguli videntes obfiu-
puere: !.iill'n. inco.gnituﬁ et invifus erat hic peflifer morbus, non iaﬁtum vulgo,
verum etiam dollis, et in facra medicina eruditis. Ingruit et tam mira tumu]-
tuatio in plebe, quod leprofi nolebant habitare eum hoc morbo infetis. Pay-
peres, boe mals laborantes, expellebantur ab bominum converfatione, tanquam purii-
lentym cadaver, dereliCtum a medicis; et habitabant in arvis et fylvis.—Here we
fee the wretched fate of the poor, afflicted with this dErDTI:IET;l difcarded by all
lociety ; even lepers avoided the aflicted as though they were a peitilence. The
unfortunate were configned to dens, woods, and mountains - '

: : i even their parents
and family would have no conunerce with them, through fear of infeétion.
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Tevering prefumption ; but it is to'be lamented, that the unfortunate,
credulous patients, who become the dupes ta many novel inl‘atuatiuns',n
are to be the injured fufferers through life ¥.

Artifice and effrontery may raife a clamour againft this opriMUS
GENERIS HUMANI CONSERVATOR; but it may be depended on,
that all the pretenfions of curing venereal infe@ions without MER-
CUuRY, are the feduflive delufions of defigning men, who, whilft
they promulgate their [pecious deceptions, are fecretly diffolving this
drug in different compolitions. This is no new trick, for it has
been the finefle of boafters, pretenders, and deceivers, for above two
centurics ; but to fee the unfufpicious part of the faculty run full
fpeed after thefe abfurdities, and cruelly fuffer their patients tolofe that
precious time, in the purfuit of crafty deceit or whimfical projeéts,
which might be much better employed in reftoring them to perfect
health, is fufficicnt to excite the moft lively indignation in the breaft
of every honourable, experienced, and humane practitioner.

Three ages, almoft, have confirmed the great utility of the AL1-
POWERFUL MINERAL, even while its application was not well
comprehended. ‘The improved and refined adminiftration of MER-
CURY, to the great variety of cales that continually occur, was
gradually introduced, and particularly referved for the prefent and
future race. The accurate ufe of this grand fpecific is clearly and
_Prmﬁ:ical]y determined, 1huugh perhaps not univeljfal]}' known,

FORMER INJUDICIOUS ROUGH PRACTICES.

In recent infeflions, formerly, violent aloetic and colocynth
purges, ga_mbage, elaterium, hellebore, fcammony, &c. were united
with calomel, tuibith mineral, white or red precipitated mercury,
and mercurials to the enormous dofe of ten, twenty, or thirty grains
alterno guogue mane. Incurable gleets and fhattered conftitutions were
among the leaft ill confequences of thefe praftices. The moft
violent fluxing falivations were excited by fimilar remedies, fome-
times with, and, at times, without mercurial friétions. The lofs of

®* It feems, by various authors, that empirics firlt ufed argemtum aromm. I
have Nicolaus Leonicenus, Ulricus de Hutten, Petrus Andreas Matheolo
Sinenfis, Laurentius Frifius, Joannes Almenar Hifpanus, Angelus Bologninus,
Nicolaus Poll, Joannes Antonius Bologninus, all in one velume, publifhed at
Venice 1535. Poll is dated 1514,  Argenrum wivum was well known in ointe
ments, called, by fome, remedinm empivicorum, and its ufe oppofed,

' : the
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the teeth, gums, and even, fometimes, the eyes, nole, uvula and
palate, accompanied with horrid ftinking breath, foul fetid ulcers of
the mouth and tongue, throat, &c. incurable diarrheea, dyfentery, or
blun{l;,f' flux, were among the gentlelt evils of the rough and coarfe
modes of treatment ufually adopted in the confirmed lues venerca
by many eminent praflitioners.

FATALITY OF VIOLENT TREATMENT:

Many perifhed under the torturing courfes, or, if they furvived,
their lives were, fregnently, fufpended only to breathe the remainder
of a wretched exiftence in continual excruciating torture and dire
vexation, until death, welcome c'[e'ath, put a final period to the ut-
mofl bounds of accumulated milery.

THE TREATMENT OF VENEREAL AFFECTIONS GRADUALLY
IMPROVED.

The rational cure of venereal complaints has been gradually me-
liorating for half a century; and the united labours of the moft
celebrated phyficians and furgeons in Europe have tended to extinguifh
the venereal virus, without injury to the conftitutions of the fufferers.
To-this laft, important objed, have the ftudies of the fkilfulleft
pratitioners been dire&ed, and they have fucceeded, as far as cafes,
climates, and conftitutions will admit: thus has their indefatigable
induftry been rewarded. Mankind reap the benefit. Recourfe, is
not had, now, to many draftic and violent remedies, with.which all
the profeffional works of our anceftors abound. Paft experience and
paft misfortune had awakened fenfibility, and the art of treating the
venercal difeafe had arrived at a great degree of perfe@ion under the
direction of the learned and experienced of the profeffion, If prac-
titioners had been contented with fuccefs, or had judicioufly and
“ gradually engrafted any new’materials on the old and experienced
{tock of fcience, without attempting to deltroy the refpe@able fabric,
all would have continued fafe and fecure: the diforder, annually,
would have been rendered milder, and its moft ravaging {ymptoms
might in time be extinguithed, by avoiding thofe injudicious projeds,
lately adopted, that have revived, or laid the foundation of the con-
firmed lues, or other dreadful evils, which daily make their appear-
ance, Eyery laudable endeavour to acquire excellence in the healin o
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leave the conflitution, after the cure, lefs injured by the courfe than
is ufually experienced in the more rough falivating methods.

Different prattitioners purfue the mode of cure to which they have
been moft accuftomed; thofle, who think no other practice effetual,
except falivations excited by fri&ions, cenfure the methods by alter-
atives ; thofe, who purfue the middle courfe, or depend on mercu-
rials and antimonials as alteratives, will equally reprobate violent
diftreffing falivations, fo much in vogue, in moft of the hofpitals
in Europe, _

Both methods, and likewife others, perfetly cure the difeafe ; but
every method has failed and will fail, in fome few inftances, which
experienced and candid pra@itioners readily acknowledge. In fome
cafles, and in particular conftitutions, the venereal wirus attaches itfelf
fo firmly, that it is difunited, or extinguithed, with the greateft dif-
ficulty. Repeated falivations have been frequently known to
fail ; and it may be afferted with truth, that every purpofe of fali-
vation may be effeted, without that deftroyer of teeth, gums, and
“producer of ulcerations of the mouth, throat, &c. by the mild altera-
tive courfes adopted and recommended in this treatife *.

Different are the preparations of mercury, but few, except thofe
advifed, can be given a fufficient length of time to conquer the
difeafe, and effeCtuate a perfect cure, without injuring the {ftomach,
inteftines, and debilitating the conftitution, Many have de-
ftroyed the tone of the ftomach and laid the foundation of chronic
complaints, by a long continuance of calomel, in large dofes, tur-

* Mankind, who know not the difficulties medicine has to encounter in fome
inftances of venereal infeétion, fhould be very cautious how they cenfure prac-
titioners in medicine, for not affording that relief which they expeét, and which
it muft be the wifh of every honourable phyfician or furgeon to.accomplifh,
Every one practifes to the beft of his judgment; but every man, as in other
profellions, cannot be equally experienced and fkilful. The moft learned and
fkilful may fail in fome cafes, owing to the perverfenels of the difeafe, and fome
peculiarity or morbid affection in the patient’s conftitution, who may not be
able to bear the moft decided and proper remedies. In fome of thefe in-
ftances the utmoft bounds of medical fkill are requifite to perceive confitut ions,
indications, and contra-indications, and judicioufly to accommadate the prattice
to all the peculiarities of the cafe, for which it is impoflible to give written rules,
as they muft depend on the difcernment and well-eftablifhed experience of the
praétitioner,
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- Affections, Eg'é.

II. A very thin or ferous running
fucceeds, which ftains the linen,
leaving, when dry, a dark-coloured
margin: this is, generally, a charac-
teriftic of the commencing {tage of
the diforder. It feems to arife from
irritation and increafed aétion of
the exhalent arteries, ftimulated to
augmented excretion by the venereal
poifon.

ITI. The difcharge becomes rather
thicker, increafes in quantity, the
urethral external orifice fwells, looks
red, is beated and gapes, and an acute
{marting pain is felt in voiding urine,
like the pricking of .pins or needles,
efpecially after evacuation, called ar-
dor urinee, or {calding of water.

The mucal glands are now ftimu-
lated to an increafed difeafed aétion,
and pour forth abundance of purulent
mucus, contaminated with the vene-
real infection.

IV. The difcharge, or running,
foon becomes more purulent, has a
yellowifh, or greenifh colour; the heat,
inflammation, and pricking pains in-
creafe, and are often accompanied
with a painful noéturnal ereftion,
called chordée.

Thefe,

3

Remedies and Treatment.
thartic falts, with or without manna,
rhubarb, infufions of fenna, &c.

The particles of urine are rendered
lefs irritating by avoiding all falted
food and falts, by mucilaginous and
emollient, demulcent and farinaceous
drinks, refrigerant emulfions, taken in
fmall quantities; for copious draughts
of any liquids may diftend the veffels
and increafe urinary fecretion, occa-
fion a more frequent difcharge of
urine, and confequently augment ure-
thral irritation *.

The moft fimple forms of exhibit-
ing mercury are, by the union of
hydrargyrus jiurificatus with mucila-
ginous, or other fubftances: thefe
are applicable, with or without cam-
phor, to all delicate, nervous, female,
or debilitated habits.

“T'o the robuft and lefs irritable the
mercurius duleis, fexies wel decies fubli-
matus, et aqud multoties lotus, from half
a grain to one or two grains, formed
into a pill, witha grain of {ugar and
mugilage of gum arabic, is to be given
every night, or night and morning;
whilft emollient, demulcent, mucila-
ginous remedies, and cooling ape-
rients, are exhibited .

p The

* Thefe modes of treatment, though they may appear diametrically op-

pofite to the Bierhaawian plan of diluting, as it is called, have yet been at-
tended with the moft decided fuccefs; and whoever would know more of thefe
principles may confult the third volume of my Rarional Prafice of Phyfic, con-
taining the modes of treating all difeafes of the eyes, &c. but particularly that
chapter on inflammation of the eyes called ophthalmia, fpecies chemolis, &c. &c.
where the rationale of the mon-diluting praélice is amply conlidered, on felf-
evident principles. In the introduction this fubjett is likewile dilcufled. Y

+ The mercurius dulcis, fexies wel decies fublimatus, praparatus et lous, which T
formerly recommended under the name of aquila alba, is, next to pil, bydrarg. one

4 of



(

Affections, e,

Thefe, conjointly, may be denomi-
nated the fuwrnlent flage of recent
venereal infection.

All the recited fymptoms are more
or lefs violent, continue for longer or
fhorter periods, according to feafons
of the year, climate, age, fex, and
conftitutions.

V. As the inflammatory fymptoms
and painful fenfations diminifh, the
greenifh or yellow difcharge difap-
pears, the' heat in voiding urine ceafes,
and the matter iffuing through the ure-
thra becomes gradually more vifcid and
white, lefs in quantity, daily attended
with a flight fenfation of itching in
the urethra, and, finally, ceafes to

flow,

14 ) :
Remedies and Treatment.

The venereal poifon is much more-
eafily attacked and defeated when re-
cent in the urethra, glans penis, &c.
than when, by fatai omifiions in this
early period, it is fuffered to ravage
at large in the conftitution, which
often happens from the furgeon
and patient thinking too lightly of
frefh-contracted venereal infeétion,
and {uppofing it cured when the
fymptoms have only been mitigated.

Great cleanlinefs is neceffary to
prevent repeated mifchief from the
venercal venom, during the virulent
ftage of the nrethral difcharge; for
frefh infection has been repeatedly re- -
newed by fuffering the infe&tious

Tun-

of the mildeft mercurials, when its particles are divided by faccharum album, and
formed into pills with mucilage of gum arabic. Thismercurial, ad gr. {3 vel gr. j.
varely affets the flomach or inteftinal canal, and never requires opium, as the
- common calomel does, to counteract its irritating qualities. Whether direéting -
the calomel to be only three times fublimed may have givena greater latitude to
thole ingenious artifts, the Ial?nratury chemifls (who fometimes confider the
cheapeft mode of preparing medicines, without any regard to the confequences -
to patients), to fophifticate, or ill prepare that medicine ; is a queflion worthy
of attention, :

For an explanation of the remedies recemmended, and particularly for the
ufe of junior praétitioners, fermule of prefcriptions are added, as a general plan
of cure; which, however, fhould be altered according to circumftances of cafes,
conflitutions, ages, fexes, &c, ; for the fuccefs of all medicine muft ever depend
.on the difcrimination and juﬂgmcnt of the prattitioner. The moft excellent
remedies, improperly applied, do mifchief.

Above thirty years ago, when I had an extenfive pratice in the art of fur-
gery, I publithed a fhort tract on the recent aencreal infeffion, and was one of
the firft who reprobated in the ftrongeft terms, the ufe of violent, draftic, aleetic
and colacyneh purges, large dofes of calsmel, and all rough praétices, as likewife
aftringest infeftions, which I had thenfeen do irreparable mifchief. I had, at that
time, acquired asmany opportunities as moft prattitioners in Europe for obtain-
ing facts in venereal affections, not only in England, but in moft parts of the
continent, and whilit in his Majefty’s fervice at Belleifle, 1761, 1762, and 1763 ;
the Hawvannab, moft of the Weft India iflands, America, &c. Very extenfive
obfervations have fully confirmed and eftablithed the truth of thofe former
_dottrines, in-many hundreds of cales. :
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’ Affecitons, &,
flow. This is the laft and fealing
flage, when thie cure has been fkil-
fully managed.

PROGNOSTIC, OR CONSEQUEMNCES
OF- THE
THRITIS VENEREA.

SYMPTOMS OF URE-

I. According to the violence of the
fymptoms, and their judicious or in-
judicious treatment, thefe flages of
the diforder fooner or later terminate.

II. The matter, if not interrupted
by affringent infections and other mal-
prattices, changes to a light vellow,
and afterwards to a white colour,
growing daily thicker, as the irritation
and difcharge diminifh, and as the
venereal virus, which gave caufe to all
the fymptoms, is extinguifhed: then
all appearances gradually vanifh; and
thus the cure, if properly condudted,
is permanently completed.

III. The cure of the wrethritis ve-
nerea likewife depends much upon the
length of time the infeftion may have
been received.

IV. The mildnefs or virulence of
the fymptoms.

-

Remedies and Treatmeny.
running to remain long on the linen.
in one fituation ¥, :

To the ftrongeft conftitutions, and
athletic habits, to foldiers and failors,
not eafily moved by‘ight remedies,
calomel, as prepared according to the
prefent Pharmacopeeia, may be given
in larger dofes, with more attive ca-
thartics. In the painful erection of
the penis, called dhordée, venzfection
is fometimes neceflary, and anedyne,
emollient, and nitrous gentduwia, In-
ternally, folution of nitre in almond
emulfion, cathartics, camphor in large
dofes, with-opium, &c. If much ill-
coloured purulent matter iffue, then
Jolutio antimonialis mercurialis, inftead
of otber mercurials, may be adminis
ftered, until the purulency of the mat= .
ter be diminiflied in “quantity, and
changed in quality, and the chordée no
longer moleit or caufe nofturnal in-
quietude. In long-continned puru-
lency, the cure is greatly facilitated
by felutio antimonialis mercurialis,
or b}l' a‘.'r_}'djl'.:.]gyrus murigtus in the
eighth of a grain three times a-day,
diffelved and diluted.

Ve The Whilft

* It fhould be obferved, that I am always fpeaking as an accurate obferver,
and an experienced praétical phyfician, not as an idle fpeculator; from a mind
conftantly occupied, above forty years, in the moit extenfive duties of the pro-
feflion. Innocent and harmlefs as the venereal running has been pronounced
to be, numbers have reinfected themfelves by fuffering their penis to remain
foaking in their own envenomed venereal matter, iffuing from the urethra.
This has long preferved the inflammatory and purulent [ymptoms, and has
given reafon to the furgeon to fuppole the patient had received a frefh infection.
If the venereal virus thould be abforbed, a confirmed pox may be the confe-
quence, many years after the fuppofed cure. The matter is proved to be in-
fectious by its eafy communication by coition, and by a bougie fmeared with
the running, and applied to another urethra, 1In Sechola Medicine there is a cafle
of a young nobleman who poxed himfelf by only examining the running, to fee
if it roped, preffing the penis between his finger and thumb, having reccived a
previous puncture on the finger, by which the infection was communicated,
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beft oppofed and moft eafily cured, when attacked at the moft early period,
by well-adapted and adequate remedies, A flight local affeftion is with
greater facility cured than a difeafe of great magnitude: a clap, and primary
fymptoms, much more eafily than a confirmed univerfal pox *. By giving
mercurials early, abforption of the venereal virus is prevented; by negleét~
ing this fafe and fecure mode of treatmerit, the foundation of a future Jues
Cenerea is promoted,

IV. It muft appear evident that the venereal virus, when received and
conveyed into the conftitution, does not always fhow its effets in a few days,
like acute, infectious, putrid-tending fevers, or fmall-pox, &c.; but is often
flow in its progrefs, and very frequently not fufpeéted to be in the habit,
until dreadful {fymptoms fhow that the folids and fluids are, in certain degrees,
contaminated with the penetrating miq/ma, or venereal poifon.

V. Immediately after the virus may have been abforbed and carried
through the thoracic dué, lefr or right fubclavian vein, into the blood, the
minute venereal particles muft be very few in comparifon to thofe, which,
after long circulation and diffufion in the habit, produce fuch direful effeéts.

VI. When there be but few particles in the conftitution, which muft be
the cafe whilft the difeafe be recent, thofe few particles muft, as millions of
indubitable falts prove, certainly be more {peedily extinguifhed by mercury,
at that early period, and by lighter means, than when the particles, producing
the effeét of univerfal lues, have been multiplied by daily, monthly, or annual
accumulation, until the greater part of the body feems a feries of venereal
taint. The powerful methods of cure, often required under fuch circum-
ﬂ:ances, incontrovertibly prove this fact.

VIL. When the venereal poifonous particles may be abforbed, the remedies
fhould be applied fo as not to purge; but to penetrate the inmoft and moft
minute recefles of the habit, to exterminate not only the prefent feeds of the
difeafe ; but likewife the minuteft parts of the human body fhould be fo wel
faturated with the effets of mercury, that the baneful and deftruétive caufes
may be perfeétly extinguifhed.

* With regard to the utility of attacking putrid-tending difeafes {piritedly in
their commencement, the fuccefsful practice I have fo long adopted at the St.
Mary-le-bone Infirmary, and in private, has fully confirmedit. In malignant
putrid infectious fevers, malignant putrid fore throat, fcarlet fever, with angina -
putrida of children, in the confluent fmall-pox, it has ever heen my praétice to
immediately apply the tin¢tura rofarum, as drink, and to give in the firlt ftages
of the difeafe the moft powerful antifeptics, by which I have moft affuredly
faved thoufands of lives, who would have fallen viftims to thofe dileafes by the
common treatment of giving antifeptics when too late tobe ufeful. See treatifes
on thofe fubjets in the Rational Pratice of Phylic, &c.
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VIII. As the accumulation of venereal particles, when abforbed, often
feems flow in its progrefs, though perhaps daily acquiring additional force;
fo thould remedies be applied, that aét on the habit and effectually counteraét
venereal poifon by flow degrees, with or without gsinm, according as the
ftomach and inteftines are irritable, or non-irritable. Violent practices often
have failed, and will fail, in eradicating the virus. From hence the principle
of adminiftering mercury ina mild manner, either by the mouth or frictions,
or by both, that fhall be efficacious; yet not excite thofe violent commotions
of the body, that former fevere falivations and other rough methods pro-
duced, and rendered the remedy, at times, worfe than the difeafe.

IX. In this fuccefsful mode of treatment, there are no vain pretenfions of
afcertaining what are the component principles or particles of venereal virus;
nor how mercury fo wonderfully exterminates the difeafe: there is no unin-
telligible jargon of morbid difpofition and action, action and difpofition, &c.
Thefe, and a number more curious but ufelefs and dangerous fpeculations, are
left for thofe who continually puzzle themfelves and others with what they
may never comprehend, who, often when they have purfued the thadow of
fcienee, vainly think that they have obtained the fubftance. It isthe bufinefs
of practical phyficians and furgeons to act and cure difeafes, not to lofe
the precious moments of life in ufelefs purfuits, nor in vain attempts to
acquire what may for ever remain incomprehenfible #. It fhould be re-

membered

* 1f phyficians were to halt until the modus operandi of either difeales or reme.
dies were perfectly underftood, except thofe which are irrefutably evident, their
patients would languifh in mifery, or die for want of aflitance. Some of the
medical dealersin fables, in all ages, have pretended toaccount for every pheno
menon in nature. Their eternal wranglings, contradictions, and refutations, beit
determine the truth of their jarring tenets, and may be feen in the hiftorical part
of Schola Medicine. The medical inventors and fupporters of fictions, in every |
age, like the mad enthufiafts and violent feCtaries in religion, philefophy, and
politics, always modeltly prefume that they are alone right, and all the reft of
the world in error. Wretched unfortunates! not to be enlightened by the
penetrating rays of fuperftition, hypothefis, and hypocrily, which, like meteors,
frequently blaze for a time, then vanifh like Imoke, and hide their fhort-lived
dazzling beads in thofe dark clouds from whence they iffued. It is a happinefs
for fociety, that the moft lenfible and experienced feniors of the faculty play no
part in the ridiculous comedies of chimera; they clolely adhere to thar found
practice, which fuccefs has long effablithed, and which they daily, with hu-
manity and fobriety of thinking, endeavour to improve ; they fee with concern
the flaughters that are ever the confequences of rafh inexperience; anedical,
temporary, fanciful excurfions, and daring attempts to revolutionize that art,
which 1hefe felf-fufficient artifts have not given themlel ves time to comprehend.

It would be ufeful for all profeffional vifionifis attentively to read Lecke on

G2 the









e —

( 46 )

promptly, fo that the mercury fhall attack that feries of veffels that may be
fuppofed to be firft affected, and that are in the aé of conveying the invifible
poifonous particles to the conflitution *,

XV. Such are the principles on which the alterative mode of exhibiting
mercury has been founded ; and however they may appear in theory, they
have been univerfally beneficial in praétice, if thoufands of cafes, perfeétly
and permanently cured, may be admitted as proofs,

T e e e T e e ——— ]

MERCURIALIA.

ERCURTAL pills fhould be formed with thofe fubftances that are gra-
dually foluble in the ftomach, and which do not decompofe or change
their antivenereal properties; therefore faccharnm album and mucilage gummi
arabici have been prefcribed as proper for calomel; and if thofe were not
readily procurable, confeitio opiata, o damocratis, have been preferred to
conferva eyusfbatiy vel rofarum; but not from the leaft expeltation of the

* Every anatomift knows there are different feries of lymphatics, fome fuper.
ficial, others deep-feated : their direftion may ke feen in one of the plates to my
Schola Medicina, with all the lymphatic and abforbent vellels and glands of the
‘whole human body at one view. The minute origin of thefe vellels, fo far as
mjections and reafoning prove, proceed from all extremities and internal fur-
faces, towards the thoracic dutt; and what they convey enters the fubclavian
vein, &c. The latteal fyftem terminates in the fame manner. The venereal
poifonous particles are abforbed if by a fcratch or fore, for example, on the
finger, by which midwives attending venereal patients have {o frequently re-
ceived the difeafe, by the fuperficial lymphatics proceeding and contaminating,
the blood, by firlt pafling through the thoracic duct. It has been feen,
both by myfelf and others; the marks of the virus proceeding from abforption,
by the finger up the infide of the arm, in the direction of the fuperficial lympha.
tics, the brachial and axillary lymphatic glands have thown evident figns of
inffammatien, tumor, &c. Perfons fhould be cautious how they even touch
with the finger the vagina of an infeCted woman. Now, in fuch inftances, the
mercurial ointment, or mercurial bath, fhould be inunecdiately applied to the
fingen, hand, &c. fo that the mercury fhould be ablorbed by the fame veflels
that conveyed the poifon, if poflible, before the lymphatics be inflamed ; the
penis likewife may be foaked frequently in a mercurial periluvium, on the fame
principle, when uretlivitis wenerea or chancres are prefent, not omitting, at the
ﬁlme- time, the more powerful methods of gxterminming the poifonous particles
by mercury, which may have made their way into the fanguiferous lyltem; by
conveying mercury by the abforbents of the ftomach and inteliines, called
kacbeals, which may probably counteract the poifon at its firlt entrance into the
blood, and befure it becomes diffufed in the conftitution.

3 opiate
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-opiate confections afting as narcetics, in the fmall quantity ufed for
forming pills, as fome have imagined, who have feen thofe preferiptions
in my Rational Practice of Phyfic, in that part wherein alteratives are
recommended in the cure of ulcerated legs without reft, cancerous, or
chroni¢, or nervous cafes. I have rather obje@ed to the addition of
opium with mercurials, unlefs the cafe particularly required its admini-
ftration, asinirritable intefines, chordee, &c. A decided fimple practice,
direted to eradicate the diforder, is always to be preferred to complexity
in compofition. There are fome reafons, which I may hereafter explain,
for fuppofing that opium retards, or in fome meafure diminifhes the
adtive mercurial powers in curing many venereal complaints. Campher
united to mercury increafes‘its power as an alterative, aéts as a lighs -
diaphoretic, and very often fpecifically on the wurinary paflages in
abating inflammation and irritation, particularly in violent ardar wrine
and in the chordee, with, or frequently without opium.  Camphor, calomd,
and antimony, are likewife extremely efficacious in all membranous ia-
flammation, efpecially if joined with nitre diffolved, as in the pleurify,
Pperipnenmonia, or inflammation of the lungs; tela cellulofa of mufcles,
-or acute thewmatifm, hepatitis peritonitis, the inflammation of the lungs
fuperadded te an afthmain cold winters, &c. &c, * :

N0

# I have never atterpted the cure of thefe camplaints from the time of the
capture of Belleifle, 1761, where numerous cafes of this nature happened,
in the autumnal feafon, without thofe excellent and efficacious remedies im
conjunéion with bleedings, veficatories, occafional antiphlogiftic aperients
and warm bathings, &c. This is a decided manly prattice, which numbers
of the faculty, for years, in this metropolis, have feen atteaded with the
utmoft degree of fuccels. In pleuritic and peripneumonic cales, it prevemts -
fuppurations and ulcerated lungs, pulmonary confumption, &c. It is quite
Oppaiite to that feeble mode of treatment, which the Jedtarores nature, or of
‘thofe who, with folemn faces and plaufible tnngllés, have fung forth, and
<ontinue to fing forth, in exulting or canting tones, tle praifes of their
invifible imaginary agent, wis medicatrix naturz, which is oftener wis necatris
#ature.  What fatality attends difeafes, when left to the powers of nature,
may be feen inthe Treatife on putrid, ulcerated, and infectious Sore-throat-
where the medical exemplifications of receiving undefinable expreffions
for things or facts muft ftrike every human mind with convi&tionand horror?
The notion, that mercurial preparations are only applicable to vemereal
coruplaints, and that difeales cured by mercury are all venereal, arc among(t
the grofleft errors and fallacis of the profellion. I have cured thoufands
of ulcerated legs; awithaur reft, by CALOMEL, in fmull dofes every other
night, with nitre, camphor, bark, &c. in perfons who never had venereal
cemplaints. See weatife on this {ubject, with the rasionale, in yolume iv-
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and moft other diforders, be accommodated to an endlefs variety of
circumftances ; to well comprehend which, requires long practical
experience, and the utmolt exertions of fenfible human intelleéts.
In the variety of difficult and frequently complicated cafes, with
which medicine has to contend, vigilance and forefight, to avert
and prevent future dangers, are not the leaft qualifications of a
phyfician.

The difference of cunfhtutmns ; habits of life, both prior and
prefent, climate, ages, fexes, feafons of the year; mental dlfpn-
fitions, whether acute and violent, placid or approaching to tor-
pidity ; floridity, or pallidnefs ; corpulency, or flendernefs; all re-
quire the profound confideration and acute penetrating eye of phyfic.
The juft application of all thefe circumftances is the very foul of
practical medicine, without all which, it is jejune and empirical ,
and mufl be frequently unfuccefsful. In the treatment of venereal
cafes, a complete knowledge, as hath been obferved, of practical
medicine is as neceffary, in many inftances, asthe greateft fkill in
{furgery ; they muft both often be united ; for the fymptoms are
frequently internal and external, It is impoffible to comprehend
thefe various obje&s, without intenfe and unwearied diligence,
joined with numerous opportunities to obferve pradtice, with a
clear and unprejudiced judgment, The moft brilliant faculiies of
man cannot obtain excellence in the healing art by any other
means; for all true and ufeful knowledge muft be acquired by the
moft indefatigable indufiry. 1f mankind, deluded by falfe appear-
ances, will be fo fuperficial as to think otherwile, they will be pu-
nifhed, as they now are, in numerous inftances of venereal infeétion,
for their blind credulity in impoffibilities, and their readinefs to em-
brace all the wild incoherent projects, which only furprife todeceive.

All the advantages of reiterated long obfervation, all the dif-
cernment and fkill of the moft learned phylicians and furgeons
united, had been fuccefsfully applied to the treatment of the
venereal difeafe. The modes of cure had arrived almolt at the
fummit of perfe@ion. The labours of the learned had {howered
down a profufion of comfort, and difpelled the miferies of the
truly afli®ted. The benign hand of falutary aid was held forth
with joy and exultation on the certainty of conquering, in general,
that baneful difturber of human delight. Men ate never [atished
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