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ON SCROFULA. 17

dergo a sensible alteration, after which we can
distinctly perceive the sensation of a fluid con-
tained within a particular cavity. This change
seems to proceed from the destruction of the
partitions which separate the cells of the reti-
cular membrane from one another, thereby al-
lowing the whole effused fluid to unite and
form one collection. But, as these collections
are not accompanied with any sensible degree
of inflammation, they are not surrounded with
a firm, solid, circumscribing base; and they do
not betray any great tendency to ulcerate the
skin, and open of their own accord. Upon this
account, they sometimes become very promi-
nent, from the gradual distension of the skin ;
till at last they acquire the very singular ap-
pearance of a pendulous tumour. This singu-
larity i1s so great, that, so far as I know, it is
the only species of tumour containing a fluid
which assumes this form.

The quality of the matter which such tu-
mours contain, likewise undergoes a change
from the circumstances in which it is placed.
From stagnation, and other causes, it is in part
decomposed, when the more solid parts gre de-
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‘a running scrofulous sore, which continues
open for an indefinite length of time.

Such is the ordinary course and termination
of soft scrofulous tumours. They are common-
ly termed Lupi, and occur very often in persons
of a scrofulous constitution.

The other kind of scrofulous swelling, which
I represented to be of a gelatinous consistence,
always increases slowly, and most commonly ats
tacks the neighbourhood of joints, where the
tendons of muscles run. The affected part en-
larges, and becomes gummy, though it does not
acquire any circumscribed determinate form;
but the size of the swelling, and, in general, the
softness, gradually increases, till, in the progress
of its advancement, particular portions near the
surface become more prominent, inflame, suppu-
rate, burst, and discharge matter. But, as the
suppuration is only partial, and the discharge
inconsiderable, they have little effect to dimi-
nish the size of the swelling, or to produce any
other change of importance. The state of the
disease, therefore, remains unchanged, except
in the addition of the little superficial ulcera-
tions, which form sinuses or sores, that conti-
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The two species of swellings above-mention-
ed, are the most frequent and most important ;
but not the only ones which occur in cases of
scrofula. Both of them, too, are modified by
the extent to which scrofula enters into the
character of the morbid action: for an affec-
tion, regarded as scrofulous, may partake more
or less of healthy inflammation, and will be
more or less difficult to cure, according as it
declines into the one or the other extreme. The
shades of difference in the composition of the
attack, are, indeed, too numerous and delicate
to be all accurately noted in a description ; a
common abscess, however, in a person of a scro-
fulous constitution, often exhibits appearances
which betray the presence of a scrofulous taint.
The primitive deposition, which constitutes the
basis of the abscess, is, in general, more rapidly
formed ; the swelling is somewhat more trans-
parent; the surface more shining ; and the tint
of colour more blue. These kind of abscesses,
too, contain, in proportion to their size, a larger
quantity of purulent matter before they break,
than common healthy phlegmonic abscesses.
The extent of these variations is proportioned
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to the degree in which the tendency to scrofu-
la prevails.

- A similar observation-may be applied to a
diversity in the appearance of the matter con-
tained in such abscesses ; but, besides any dif-
ference in the character of the matter, a singu-
larity of a much more interesting nature occa-
sionally occurs, in opening abscesses of this
class: The evacuation of the matter, in place of
disclosing an empty cavity, discloses a mass of
cellular membrane, apparently deprived of life.
It resembles wet cotton, and often separates in
the form of a solid mass. The separation is ef-
fected without pain, and is productive of no in-
convenience whatever. This state of the cellu-
lar membrane bears some remote analogy to the
death of the central parts in a carbuncle; from
which, however, it differs in the absence of
malignity, pain, and danger.

The solid contents of such abscesses, consist
of the common constituent parts of the body,
in its progress towards decay and separatiom ;
but in another more rare variety of scrofulous
swelling, the interior part is filled with a pre-
ternatural substance, produced by the action of
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disease. =These tumours, to all external ap-
pearance, resemble certain small scrofulous tu-
mours situated near the .articuiatiuus; but,
upon being opened, in place of discharging
matter, they present a fungous mass, and the
tumour undergoes no diminution of size from
the incision. This case is neither so simple
nor so mild as common soft scrofulous swel-
lings. They may be thought to bear a distant
resemblance to the disease termed, by some au-
thors, Fungus Haematodes ; but none of the in-
stances which have come within my notice,
have displayed any of the malignity insepa-
rable from this very dangerous disease.

The swelling of the lips, which I have al-
ready mentioned as a mark of a scrofulous
constitution, sometimes arises to a troublesome
symptom of disease. It is then, for the most
part, accompanied with an eruption of scrofu-
lous pustules upon the face. These pustules
have little inflamed bases, which terminate in a
scabby crust, that occasionally covers a great
extent of surface. This pustular eruption is
attended with a swelling of the subjacent cel-
lular membrane, which alters the shape of the
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rous discharge. TIn these cases they may coun-
terfeit the appearance of cancerous ulcers: but
though the resemblance may be very imposing,
we are in general able to ascertain the real na
ture of the case, by tracing its history from
the commencement, and by inspecting the rest
of the patient’s body with accuracy; when the
vestiges of former scrofulous sores, or other
proofs of a scrofulous constitution, often mani-
fest themselves, and banish every doubt. This
kind of collateral evidence is often requisite to
render the investigation satisfactory and con-
clusive, and ought to be employed in all cases
of difficulty.

Scrofulous sores often continue to discharge
for a long while with very little change of ap-
pearance. In time, however, they begin to
heal, and, for the most part, dry up altoge-
ther at last, leaving a very ugly red irregular
cicatrix, over which the skin seldom recovers
its natural aspect.

Sérofulous complaints, when no particular
circumstance determines the time of their com-
mencement, in general become troublesome in
spring, and get better towards the end of
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ficient to induce a state of wasting hectic, is a
point not easily determined. It certainly ag-
gravates the severity of the attack, and may,
therefore, suggest more active practice ; though
it does not lead to any different conclusion with
regard to the principles upon which the case
ought to be treated. L
Populat opinion has long ascribed the pro-
duction of hectic fever, in cases of extensive
scrofulous sores, attended with a copious dis-
charge, to the absorption of the scrofulous mat-
ter. The explanation was probably suggested
from observing patients, afflicted with such
sores, suffering from the eflects of fever; trom
observing that the fever increased when the
discharge suddenly diminished in quantity ; and
that the diminution or cessation of the dis-
charge was often accompanied with frequent
evacuations of irritating matter by stool: But
these arguments, however plausible, could not
be regarded as conclusive, without the support
of some more decisive facts, which did not ad-
mit of a different explanation; since, however
consistent this explanation might be with the
general complexion of the phenomena, it was
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The nature and tendency of scrofulaisso far
more certainly known, that in all respects it
produces sedative effects, which weaken and
impair the powers of life. It is the effect of
some attacks to kill the parts which they in-
vade. This seems to be the case in those affec-
tions of the cellular membrane, which were de-
scribed in a former chapter. Portions of the
bones, too, are apt to lose their life, and to be
cast off by the action of the adjacent living
parts. It would farther appear, that certain
affections of the lymphatic glands partake much
of the character of death ; at least, they remain
swelled and indurated, without any tendency to
suppurate or to subside, and seem to have lost
all power of organic action. They have not,
indeed, acquired so much the character of ex-
traneous bodies, as to prove a sufficient source
of wrritation, to stimulate the adjacent parts to
act in order to remove them. But this circum-
stance alone is not inconsistent with the kind
of lifeless state described; for, in certain spe-
cies of gangrene, large portions of the body are
deprived of all circulation, become shrivelled,
hard, black, and insensible, and are in every re-
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duction of scrofula by their tendency to weak-
en the constitution: such, for instance, are
filth and dirtiness of pérsnn; indolence, lead-

ig to the neglect of salutary exercise; and
confinement mm cold damp habitations, with
the want of warm clothing, to protect the
person against their injurious effects.

But one of the most frequent oceasional
causes of scrofula is external violence. Many
accidents which would not-be followed by any
serious consequence to a person in health, pro-
duce severe scrofulous affections in a person of
a tainted constitution. Even the simplest of
all debilitating causes, fatigue from too much
exercise, though not otherwise pernicious, yet
proves the occasional cause of scrofula, from
the effusions which accompany it, and the
weakness which it induces.

Lest the fatal effects of over-fatigue from
exercise may seem to be represented in too
strong a point of view, I shall state the parti-
culars of a case which fell under my own obser-
vation. A young lad, about seventeen years of
age, was obliged to march many days with a
recruiting party, in bad weather, without halt-
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ing. He was much tired with the march. At
the end of it he began to complain of a swel-
'ing in the region of the left buttock, which

‘oon attained a large size, and proved to be of a

-crofulous nature. When opened, it discharg-
ed a quantity of a serous fluid, mixed with
some purulent matter. The patient became
hectic, and died in the course of a few weeks.

In reviewing all the preceding observations
‘with regard to the history of scrofula, it seems
obvious, that, whatever may be the effect of
the different remote and occasional causes,
when acting separately, and for a short time,
their power, when conjoined and long conti-
nued, is almost irresistible; so that the assist-
ance of predisposition, from hereditary taint, is
hardly requisite to render their operation ef-
fectual; and that, whatever share hereditary
predisposition may have in communicating a
susceptibility to scrofula, it is, on all supposi-
tions, equally necessary to avoid exposure to
every active cause which tends to favour the
appearance of a disease so distressing, and so
much under the influence of situation and ex-
ternal circumstances,

F-H'.
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regulation of the ordinary habits of life, the
less reason have we to hope for the discovery
of a powerful specific remedy ; because the ac-
cumulated effects of a long series of errors in
diet and regimen, terminates in disease only
by the gradual depression and derangement of
the different functions of life, without mak-
ing any immediate morbid impression on the
system. Omne may perhaps venture to assert,
that all diseases which originate from heredi-
tary predisposition, or which are induced mere-
ly by a continued deviation from a proper regi-
men of health, are not likely to be cured by
specific remedies; while those diseases, which
arise from the immediate application of mor-
bific matter, are the most likely to be cured
by the use of specifics. It would, however,
be unreasonable to lay down this position so
generally and so absolutely as to discourage
any attempt to cure an intractable disease, by
every means which the circumstances of the
case, or our knowledge of remedies, might sug-
gest as meriting a trial ; at the same time, no-
thing could justify the desertion of a practice
which is so far known to be useful, in pursuit
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I do not know any appropriated technical
term to express thatstate of the system, which,
in the common language of the country, 1s
termed a gross habit of body. Itseems to con-
sist in a certain species of fulness, different
from plethora. The complexion, in place of
being florid, is of a pale yellowish colour, and
the eyes dull; the plumpness of the body 1s ac-
companied with flabbiness and clumsiness, and
wants the firmness and elegance of health ; the
glands are subject to infarction, and the skin to
be affected with superficial sores and pimples.
This particular constitution seems to be con-
nected with a scrofulous predisposition, and too
full a mode of living, which requires reduction,
by evacuation.

Permanent strength, doubtless, is only to be
imparted to the body by a plentiful supply of
wholesome nourishment ; and provided the sto-
mach performs the function of digestion with
vigour, it is better to abstain from the use of
any unnecessary stimulus. But should an oc-

casional languor or atony of the stomach take
place, then a moderate allowance of wine af-
fords a safe cordial, which often proves ex-
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suffering from exposure to cold, immediately
after immersion in the warm bath, having been
much magnified by prejudice. There is not even
any good reason to believe in the existence of
such a risk. The precautions, however, which
are employed to avert it, are perfectly imnnocent;
and, provided they do not impose any unneces-
sary and incommoding restraints upon the prac-
tice, may be encouraged, so far as to relieve the
patient’s mind from uneasiness and groundless
apprehensions.

From twelve to twenty minutes is, in gene-
ral, the time recommended for immersion, at
the commencement of a course of warm bath-
ing, with a temperature of water varying from
90° to 100° degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermome-
ter, according to the feelings of the patient.
Persons much accustomed to the practice of
warm bathing, in general remain longer in the
bath at a time, and use a higher temperature
of heat.

It requires many weeks, and sometimes se-
veral months, to ascertain the full effects of
warm bathing in relieving scrofulous com-

plaints; but, as the practice is not attended
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the purity of the air of respiration, and the
measure and regularity in the times of repose.

It is the unavoidable misfortune of the poor
in great towns to inhabit cellars, and cold,
confined damp, airless places. Those of bet-
ter condition do not now suffer from the same
cause, in consequence of the great attention
which has of late been bestowed on the con-
struction and ventilation of houses.

But if the rich be exempted from the mis-
fortune of breathing impure, tainted air, they
are often exposed to suffer voluntary inconve-
nience, from the lateness and irregularity of the
hours which they keep ; for although the hour
of going to rest be purely optional, yet the
prevailing manners of the times have establish-
ed hours for amusement which are not the
most conducive to health; and as plenty of
sleep, at an early hour of the night, is most
refreshing and invigorating, so any deficiency
or irregularity in these respects is extremely
exhausting and enfeebling. Every weakly
-scrofulous person, therefore, who wishes to
preserve or recruit his health and strength,
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~many other neutral salts, and its medicinal

virtues do not appear to be superior. It is
therefore preseribed rather from accidental con-
venience, than from any well grounded pre-
ference over various other medicines of the
same class. There would even appear to be
some degree of prejudice in the promiscuous
prescription of a particular medicine, without
adverting to those limitations and restrictions,
which a more accurate knowledge of principles
would suggest to a practitioner. The practice
of purging, however, to a certain extent at
least, is fortunately well adapted to promote
the cure of most scrofulous cases, although
the object to be accomplished, by the admi-
nistration of purgative medicines, is not always
precisely the same.

In many cases of hereditary predisposition,
scrofula seems engrafted on a constitution
otherwise healthy and vigorous, where the pa-
tient feels no weakness, nor suffers from any
depravity in the functions of the stomach, and
has a tendency to fulness and corpulency. A
continued course of purgative medicines, in

cases of this kind, often proves highly bene-
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to regulate our practice ; and as an unhealthy
accumulation of fxces proceeds from a loss of
tone in the actions of the intestines, it is not sur-
prising that stronger doses of medicines should
be requisite to correct costiveness in such cases,
than to produce purging in cases where the
bowels still retain their natural state of ac-
tivity. The bowels, however, frequently re-
tain their natural state of activity in the former
class of cases, in which costiveness is not neces-
sarily a concomitant symptom, and in which,
consequently, more copious evacuations are
procured by smaller doses of medicines.

In cases of long continued costiveness, there
is often a prodigious accumulation of fzces, so
that a great quantity has to be expelled before
the stools become natural; yet notwithstand-
ing this very copious evacuation, which would
exhaust a person in health, the patient acquires
plumpness and strength under this course of
purgative medicines. Nor is it difficult to un-
derstand the reason of this difference. W hen
an unhealthy accumulation exists, the opera-
tion of purgatives removes a load which op-
presses the system, and, by the diminution of

L
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to fulness in the system, the use of purgative
medicines is not much indicated in the cure of
scrofula.

But from what has already been stated, it
appears that very few cases of scrofula occur,
in which purgative medicines are mot of use
when employed with discretion, or with proper
attention to the circumstances of the patient.
Several mineral springs, besides saline ingre-
dients, also contain sulphureous impregnations,
which are supposed to increase the medicinal
virtues of the waters. Sulphur appears to per-
vade the whole body, and may thus be applied
in immediate contact with every part aftected
with scrofolous action.

But whether this explanation of the modus
opcrandi he just or not, there is no doubt of
the celebrity of sulphureous waters, founded
on the public estimation of their efficacy in
the cure of scrofula. The reputation of Har-
rowgate and Moffat is universally known;
and although their powers, as affording an
efficacious remedy against scrofula, may pos-
sibly be overrated, I am yet inclined to enter-
rain a favourable opinion of their virtue in cases
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be given with the utmost confidence, and with
the greatest prospect of advantage.

It is not easy to establish any fixed rule with
regard to the quantity of calomel which ought
to be given for a dose, or with regard to the
length of time for which the course ought to
be continued, on account of the variable effects
which it produces on different constitutions,
and the great diversity in the character of scro-
fulous attacks. The regulations of these parti-
culars, therefore, must be trusted entirely to
the discretion of the attending practitioner,
who ought always to be equally attentive to
guard against violent mercurial action, and
violent purgative effects in the administration
of calomel. A few weeks trial will be sufficient
to determine the probability of removing or
relieving the complaint. One or two, or at
most three grains, given daily, is in general
a large enough dose in such cases.

The utility of calomel in reducing swellings
of the glands, and of other soft parts, the class
of cases in which it is most usefully employed,
does not extend to similar affections of the
bones ; a§ least, I doubt much whether calo-
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than prudence, by obtruding cinchona unsea«
sonably on their attention. This kind of in-
discretion is but too prevalent with patients;
so that practitioners must often yield to the
current of prejudice, and indulge the wishes
of patients and their friends, when the indul-
gence can be granted without any improper
sacrifice. Trom these circumstances, cinchona
has been long very universally employed in the
cure of scrofulous cases: but, so far as it has
been introduced into public notice, from cir-
cumstances extraneous to experience and the
opinion of practitioners, the universality of its
use affords no just criterion of its efficacy ; so,
on the contrary, the failure of success, in a
multitude of incurable cases, is no proof of its
inutility.  And though I should propose a con-
siderable abatement from the sanguine repre-
sentations of its panegyrists, I am still willing
to give cinchona a high place in the catalogue
of tonic medicines useful in the cure of scro-
fula.

It is unnecessary to make any additional re-
marks on the virtues of the other vegetable
tonics, after having selected cinchona as an
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instance of the most powerful. If, indeed,
cinchona is peculiarly digusting to the patient,
or loathsome to the stomach, or if there be any
accidental reason for setting it aside, I should
propose to give colombo or chamomile, or some
other vegetable bitter, conjoined with an agree-
able aromatic, as the best substitute. The ad-
dition of an aromatic, even to cmchona, is
sometimes uscful and necessary.

Of the mineral tonics, iron and sulphuric
acid are the most valued for their virtue
in the cure of scrofula. Iion is the only
metallic substance in whose safety and ef-
ficacy I am inclined to repose much con-
fidence. It is not, indeed, so popular a reme-
dy as cinchona, but, in my opinion, it acts
more speedily and more powerfully on the con-
stitution; at least, I have met with several
instances in which the patient has experi-
enced very sensible benefit in the course of a
few days, owing apparently to the good ef-
fects of chulybe: t medicines. Irouis, besides,
less liable than cinchona to oppress the sto-
mach with indigestion, or to produce accumu-
latiop in the bowels; and, upon these ac-
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disease so obstinate, and so difficult to cure, ne-

thing ought to be omitted which promises to
be of use.

Specifics.

With regard to the remaining class of reme-
dies, those remedies which are supposed to pose
sess specific virtues in the cure of scrofula, I
confess my confidence is not great. The hoast-
ed efficacy of almost the whole of them is now
universally discredited ; and, consequently, the
use of the medicines themselves is abandoned.
Yet, notwithstanding the experience of past
delusions, every day produces new specifics, to
supply the place of the obsolete and disregard-
ed ; and the unbounded confidence which is re-
posed in them, for a time, almost exceeds the be-
lief of those who are unacquainted with the fa-
cility with which the judgments, even of able
and discerning men, may be misled on such oc-
casions.

It would be an endless task to enume-
rate all the different specifics, which the cre-
dulity of practitioncrs has dignified with im-
puted powers. I shall, therefore, confipe my
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the erosion 1s completed at any one part. An
aperture in this state is often stationary in its
size, showing little disposition to contract, and
acquiring a glassy appearance, and thickness
on the edges, approaching to incipient callo-
sity. The induration, however, is seldom so
oreat as to prevent the margin from contract-
ing gradually towards the centre, till the whole
surface is at last covered with a cicatrix.
- This, however, is undoubtedly a case in which
the cure may be safely trusted to the sponta-
neous efforts of nature. Officious interference
could do no service; 1t would excite pain, and
is more likely to form an extensive sore, and
to leave an ugly cicatrix, which would not
otherwise produce an equal degree of deformi-
ty. I have known this form of scrofulous sup-
puration occur in persons very far advanced in
life.

In those cases of scrofulous affection which
terminate in the formation of indurated, indo-
lent, stationary, glandular swellings, which,
from their inactive state, afford no hope of a
care by resolution, a proposal has been made
to remove or destroy the diseased glands by
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enter the trunk of the body, are found swelled
and indurated. This unsteadiness in the ap-
pearance of disease, is at least a proof that the
scrofulous affections in these two sets of
glands, are not connected together by any im-
mutable law ; and that the presence of swell-
mmg in the superficial cervical glands, does not
alone entitle one to form any positive conclu-
sion with regard to the state of those situated
within the trunk of the body.

There is no doubt, that as the glands of the
neck are, from their superficial situation, much
exposed to the agency of external causes, they
will be greatly affected by exposure to cold,
to the vicissitudes of the weather, or to many
other circumstances which will readily make
a temporary impression upon them. The fre-
quency with which they swell, and the facility
and celerity with which they sometimes subside,
confirms this account of their susceptibility of
assuming slight morbid action ; but surely no
prudent practitioner would ever dream of per-
forming: so serious an operation, for the cure
of these occasional transient attacks. In the
ether case, when the affection has subsisted

I
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the partial extirpation of a scrofulous affec-
tion. The patient still continues to be dis-
tressed with glandular swellings in the axilla;
but though this obstinate complaint has now
subsisted for years, it has neither spread, nor
degenerated, nor contaminated the system;
and the operation has been attended with no
other effect, than that of subjecting the patient
to a great deal of unnecessary pain and dis-
tress, and eventual danger.

The circumstance of the operation having
been performed under a mistake, could make
no alteration in the consequential symptoms;
or, supposing the surgeon to have been unde-
ceived, and to have known from the first the
disease to have been scrofula, yet surely a case
which from its severity could have been mis-
taken for cancer, would have been regarded
as a fit subject for operation, by the patrons of
active practice in scrofulous cases.

Scrofulous congestion, of a solid nature, in
the more external parts of the body, are little
adapted to the practice of local bleeding, un-
less they be attended with symptoms of inflam-
mation ; but as some degree of inflammation is,
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ments which has been introduced into practice
in modern times. The safety and simplicity of
the practice recommend it very strongly to fa-
vour, though I am afraid they are the very cir-
cumstances which retard its adoption by the
public in general. I only regret that I do not
feel myself entitled to give a decided opinion
upon the subject from my own experience,
though I have known some instances of suc-
cessful cures ; but the reports of success are so
numerous and so well supported, that 1 am in-
clined to think very favourably of the practice.

There is no substance interposed between the
surface of the swelling and the hand of the per-
son who administers the friction, excepting a
little flour, to prevent the abrasion of the skin.
The friction i1s applied regularly two or three
hours every day, with great celerity, the hand
being made to move to.and fro one hundred
and twenty times in a minute, and the course
may require to be continued, without interrup-
tion, for some months,

When these solid scrofulous congestions, in
place of discussing, proceed to suppurate, the
suppuration is commonly partial, and in the
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form of different distinct collections of matter,
which are inconsiderable in size, when com-
pared with the general bulk of the swelling.
The unsoundness of the whole mass makes these
little abscesses indisposed’ to heal ; so that it is
often necessary to make longitudinal incisions
the whole of their length, or, at least, very ex-
tensive dilatations, to promote the cure. Scro-
fulous complaints of this kind are very trouble-
some to manage, and the recovery from them,
even under the most judicious treatment, is te-
dious and uncertain.

In the early stages of very extensive effu-
sions in the extremities, unaccompanied with
inflammation, and which, if allowed to re-
main unremoved, would in time produce chro-
nic indurated enlargements, much advantage
may be derived from the use of permanent com-
pression, by means of tight bandages applied
over the whole limb. The case must be recent,
and the compression steadily employed, to af-
ford any probable prospect of success.

It now only remains to consider the expe-
diency of removing the diseased parts by am
operation. When the scrofulous affection is
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circumseribed and incurable, and accompanied
with so much pain and irritation, as to prove a
perpetual source of distress, which excites ge-
neral disturbance in the constitution, and threa-
tens life with danger, an operation is then the
only remedy which affords the smallest prospect
of relief. There is nothing in the general na-
ture of scrofula to impose a prohibition against
the removal of the diseased parts. The symp-
tomatic enlargement of the lymphatic glands,
which lie nearer to the heart than the site of
the disease, presents no solid ground of objec-
tion ; for this enlargement proceeds from irrita-
tion more than from the absorption .of morbid
matter; and the glands often subside, when-
ever the original cause of their enlargement is
removed : At worst, they only remain station-
ary, without increasing in size, or proceeding
to suppurate, and form bad sores.

The apprehensions which have been enter-
tained, with regard to the tendency which the
removal of a local scrofulous affection has to
mvite a similar attack upon another part of the
body, are neither supported by any considera-
tions which the general nature of scrofula sug-
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proper scrofulous fever. It is, however, suffi-
cient to excite curiosity and alarm; and if, ac-
cording to the vulgar ideas of the humoral
pathology, there is any truth in the notion of
the scrofulous matter being afloat in the con-
stitution, a practitioner would be careful to al-
low this morbid agitation to subside before he
ventures to recommend an operation. There
is frequently a general disturbance in the con-
stitution previously to a regular fit of gout.
Of what nature it is, or what analogy it bears to
the above described state of scrofula, I cannot
pretend to determine. I shall, therefore, con-
tent myself at present, with recommending the
prosecution of this interesting inquiry to the
attention of those who have opportunity and
leisure to follow out the investigation.

Justand accurate views, with regard to the na-
ture of any disease, contribute much to facilitate
the investigation and management of particular
cases; I have, therefore, ventured to state the
conclusions which have occurred to me in con-
sidering the subject of scrofula. They are the
result of experience, and have been suggested
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