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PREFACE.

Tue value of a popular history—by which we
mean a narrative especially intended for the in-
struction or amusement of the unlearned—is not
to be estimated by its apparent frivolity. And
why is it not? Simply because such a composi-
tion is, in many cases, one of the few remaining
records which arrested the destruction of numerous
facts, trivial perhaps in themselves, but of the ut-
most importance to the correct understanding of
some of our best writers.

A student who is anxious to attain that exten-
sive knowledge of the habits, customs, and phrase-
ology of our ancestors, without which the humour
of Shakespeare and many of his contemporaries

can only be imperfectly appreciated, will do well
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to turn his attention to the ancient literature of
the cottage, and make himself acquainted with the
tales that were familiar “as household words” to
the groundlings of the Globe or the Blackfriars.
Those who despise this troublesome method of
illustration do so without reflection, and invari-
ably without a practical knowledge of its extreme
utility. Let us ask, where would a reader turn
for explanations of the jocular allusions in a modern
farce or extravaganza? Certainly not to the works
of Faraday or Mrs. Somerville, but oftener to the
ballads of Seven Dials, or even to the songs of the
nursery. The observation is true when applied
to a more ancient period. If any proof were
necessary, it would be found in the fact, that the
tale of Jack the Giant Killer is quoted in the
second greatest tragedy — King Lear.

We are insisting upon the usefulness of our
fugitive popular lLiterature, without the slightest
reference to its undeniable value in the history of
fiction and the transmission of romance. Merely
regarding it as important in the illustration of

works, which all the world admit are worthy of
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illustration, it is contended that the most frivolous
books that were read by our ancestors, are at the
same time invaluable for the exposition of early
English humour.

Under this impression, it is hoped that a short
account of some of the most curious popular histo-
ries will not be unacceptable to the members of
the Percy Society. It may, at all events, draw
attention to a subject well worthy of attentive
consideration, and attract the notice of those who
may be enabled to make important additions to
these imperfect memoranda.*

Most of the pieces described in the following
pages were printed in the last century, chiefly
between the years 1720 and 1780; but it is to be

observed that, although reprints of much earlier

*. We are so well aware of their defective quality, that
we are most anxious to plead the apology usually accepted
for the first essay in any branch of literature, no matter how
humble, and to invite contributions. Any communications
respecting popular histories, chap-hooks, garlands, or any of
the numerpus fugitive pieces of a like character, will be
most thankfully and carefully acknowledged. They may be
addressed to Mr. Halliwell, Avenue Lodge, Brixton Hill,
Surrey.
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boy.” In Holland’s Leaguer, 1632, mention is made
of a house kept by Long Meg in Southwark :—" It
was out of the citie, yet in the view of the citie, only
divided by a delicate river ; there was many handsome
buildings, and many hearty neighbours, yet at the first
foundation it was renowned for nothing so much as
for the memory of that famous Amazon, Longa Mar-
garita, who had there for many yeeres kept a famous
infamous house of open hospitality.” According to
Vaughan's Golden Grove, 1608, © Long Meg of West-
minster kept alwaies twenty courtizans in her house,
whom by their pictures she sold to all commers.” She
is also remembered by Middleton, in the Roaring Girl,
act v, scene 1:—* Was it your Meg of Westminster’s
courage that rescued me from the Poultry puttocks
indeed?” See also the Scornful Lady, act v, scene 2.
Westminster Meg is mentioned by Ben Jonson. See
his Works, ed. Gifford, viii, 78 :—
Or Westminster Meg,
With her long leg,

As long as a crane,
And feet like a plane.

Gifford says she performed many wonderful exploits
about the time that Jack the Giant-killer flourished.
She was buried, as all the world knows, in the clois-
ters of Westminster Abbey, where a huge stone is
still pointed out to the Whitsuntide visitors as her
grave-stone.

This work continued to be printed till the com-
mencement of the present century, and 1 possess
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several editions issued between 1740 and 1800, all of
which are abridged copies of the original, but other-
wise agreeing very accurately with it. A play called
Longe Mege of Westmester is mentioned in Henslowe's
Diary, as having been acted early in 1393, and it
appears to have continued a favourite on the stage for
some years. No copy of it has been preserved. Long
Meg is mentioned in the list of authors prefixed by
Taylor, the Water Poet, to his Sir Gregory Nonsense,
his Newes from no Place, in the second part of his
Workes, fol. Lond. 1630 ; and in the play of Fest-
ward Hoe, 1607. * You will find it worth Meg of
Westminster, altho’ it be but a bare jig,” Hog hath
lost his Pearl, 1614.

The following lines, entitled Lnng Meg of West-
minster to Dulcinea of Toboso,” occur in Gayton’s
FPleasant Notes upon Don Quivote, 1654, p. 289 :—

I, Long Meg, once the wonder of the spinsters,
Was laid, as was my right, i’ th’ best of minsters,
Nor have the wardens ventur'd all this whiles
To lay, except myselfe, one in those iles.
Indeed, untill this time, ne'r any one

Was worthy to be Meg’s companion.

But since Toboso hath so fruitfull been,

To bring forth one might be my sister twinne,
Alike in breadth of face ; no Margeries

Had ever wider cheeks or larger eyes ;

Alike in shoulders, belly, and in flancks,

Alike in legs too, for we had no shancks,

And for our feet, alike from heel to toe,

The shoomakers the length did never know.
Lye thou by me, no more it shall be comImon,
One Ile of Man there is, this Ile of Woman.

B 2
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The only impression of Long Meg noticed by
Lowndes is that of 1635, which sold at the Nassau
sale for £35. 7s. 6d.

2. Tue Most PLeasanT History oF Tox A Lin-
coLx, that ever renowned Souldier, the Red-rose
Knight, who for his Valour and Chivalry was
sirnamed the Boast of England. Shewing his
Honourable Victoriesin Forrain Countries, with his
strange Fortunes in the Fayrie-land, and how he
married the faire Anglitora, daughter to Prester
John, that renowned Monark of the World. To-
gether with the lives and deaths of his two famous
sons, the Black Knight and the Fairy Knight,
with divers other memorable accidents, full of
delight. London, Printed for Francis Coles at
the Signe of the Half-bowle in the Old Baily,
1655.

In black-letter. This is called on the title-page the
ninth impression. It was entered on the books of the
Stationers’ Company on December 24th, 1599, to W.
White by assignment from W. Danter; and the second
parte to the same on October 20th, 1607. The sixth
edition appeared in 1631, the seventh in 1635, and the
twelfth in 1682. It was written by Richard Johnson.

3. Another edition, Printed by Tho. Norris at the
Looking-glass on London-bridge, n. d.

4. Tae History oF THE SEVEN WISE MASTERS
orF RoME, now newly corrected, better explained
in many places, and enlarged with many pretty
pictures, lively expressing the full history, 1Zmo.
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London, Printed by J. W. for G. Conyers at the
Golden Ring in Little Britain, 1697.

In black-letter, with wood-cuts. The history of
these very popular tales has been given by Mr. Wright,
in the preface to his edition of the Seven Sages, 1845.
A small abridged version, of twenty-four pages, was
circulated during the last century as a penny-history.
Kirkman said, in 1674, that this collection is “ of so
great esteem in Ireland, that next to the horn-book
and knowledge of letters, children are in general put
to read in it, and I know that only by that book seve-
rall have learned to read well, so great is the pleasure
that young and old take in reading thereof.” In con-
firmation of this, may be adduced a passage in the
Irish poem called the Rivalry of O’ Rourke, written by
Hugh MacGowran about the year 1712, which has
been translated by Swift and Wilson :—

Then rose a big fryar
To settle them straight,
But the back of the fire
Was quickly his fate ;
From whence he cry’'d out,
Do ye thus treat your pastors !
Ye, who scarcely were bred
To the Seven Wise Masters.

5. Tue Famous, PLeasanNT. Axp DeLicuTrUL His-
TORY oF PALLADINE OF INGLAND: discoursing
of honourable adventures, of knightly deeds of
arms and chivalry : interlaced, likewise, with the
love of sundry noble personages, as time and
affection limited their Desires. Herein is no
offence offered to the wise by wanton speeches,
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or encouragement to the loose by lascivious mat-
ter. 12mo. London, ¢. 1690.

This is called on the title ¢“the second edition”, but
it originally appeared in 1588, and another edition was
published in 1664, 4to. In November, 1587, it was
entered unto Edward Alde, “ upon condytion that he
set yt orderly authorysed and allowed to the print
when yt is translated into Englyshe”. The English
translation was entered in 1595, to Valentine Symmes,
and again, in August 1596, to John Danter. The
present is a reprint of the 1664 edition, and contains
a short preface by the printer, T. Johnson. The ro-
mance was translated by Anthony Munday from the
French, ¢ Histoire Palladienne traitant des gestes et
genereux faits d’'armes et d’amours de plusieurs grands
princes et seigneurs, specialement de Palladien ; mise
en Francoys par Claude Colet,” 8vo. Paris, 1573.
The 1588 edition is entitled, * The famous pleasant
and variable Historie of Palladine of England, dis-
coursing of honorable Adventures, of Knightly deedes
of Armes and Chivalrie : enterlaced likewise with the
love of sundrie noble personages, &ec. Translated out
of French by A. DL, one of the Messengers of her
Majesties Chamber. At London, Printed by Edward
Allde for John Perin.” It is censured by Meres in
his Palladis Tamia, 1598, f. 268.

6. Or ToE Famous anxp PrLEasanT HisTory oF
Parismus, the valiant and renowned Prince of
Bohemia, in two parts: containing his triumphant
battels fought against the Persians, his love to the
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beautiful Laurana, the great Dangers he passed in
the Island of Rocks, and his strange Adventures
in the Desolate Island : containing the Adven-
turous Travels and noble chivalry of Parismenos,
the Knight of Fame, with his love to the fair
Princess Angelica, the Lady of the Golden Tower,
12mo. Black-letter. Printed at the Looking-
glass on London-bridge, n. d.

With a wood-cut frontispiece, containing portraits
of Laurana and Parismus. This romance, which was
exceedingly popular, was written by Emanuel Foord-
Douce had two editions ; one printed in 1696, 4to. and
another, the seventh, dated 1724. Gifford, in his
Autobiography, says that at the age of fifteen, *“T had
read nothing but a black-letter romance, called Paris-
mus and Parismenus, and a few loose magazines.”
This romance was abridged, and constantly printed as
a penny history at Aldermary Church-yard, and other
places. I have the fifth edition, with numerous cuts,
dated 1713. It was entered on the books of the Sta-
tioners’ Company, by Creed, in November 1597, and
published the following year under the title of * Pa-
rismus, the renowned Prince of Bohemia, his most
famous, delectable, and pleasant History, conteining
his noble battailes fought against the Persians, his love
to Laurana, the King's daughter of Thessaly, and his
strange adventures in the Desolate Island.” In 1599,
appeared, *“Parismenos, the second part of the most
famous delectable History,” &e. This had been en-
tered to Thomas Creed on October 25th, 1598 : “ Paris-
menos, the Triall of true Friendship, conteininge the
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second part of the History of Parismenos, otherwise
called the second parte of the Castle of Fame.”

7. Tur History orF GEorGE A GrREEN, Pindar of
the Town of Wakefield, his Birth, Calling, Valour,
and Reputation in the Country : with divers plea-
sant as well as serious Passages in the Course of
his Life and Fortune. Illustrated with cuts.
Sm. 8vo. London, Printed for Samuel Ballard
at the Blue-Ball in Little Britain, 1706.

The wood-cuts in this book are greatly superior to
most of the specimens met with in similar productions,
as may be judged from the frontispiece here copied.
There is a curious early MS. of this prose history in
the library of Sion College, which may be the original
whenece the present edition is taken, for the preface
says, “ As for the history itself, it’s very easie to ob-
serve, by its phraseology and manner of writing, that
’tis not very modern, but that the manuseript must at
least have been as old as the days of Queen Elizabeth.
It’s lodged in a publick library in the city of London,
from which a copy was taken, and is now made pub-
lick, with no other alteration than such as were neces-
George
a Green is thus noticed by Drunken Barnaby :—

2

sary to make the sence tolerably congruous.’

Straight at Wakefield I was seen a,

Where I sought for George a Green a,

But could not find such a creature ;

Yet on a sign I saw his feature,

Where strength of ale had so much stirr’d me,
That I grew stouter far than Jordie.

ES
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This volume contains 109 pages, exclusive of fron-
tispiece, title, epistle dedicatory * to the Steward and
other the Gentlemen and Inhabitants in the Town and
Lordship of Wakefield in the West-Riding of the
County of York,” signed by N. W., the preface, and
one leaf containing a list of * books printed and sold
by Samuel Ballard at the Blue-Ball in Little Britain.”

George a Green is mentioned in Gayton’s Pleasant
Notes upon Don Quixote, 1654, p. 21 : “ Had you
heard of Bevis of Southampton, the Counter-scufile,
Sir Eglamore, John Dory, the Pindar of Wakefield,
Robin Hood, or Clem of the Cluff, these no doubt had
been recommended to the Vatican without any Index
Expurgatorius or censure at all.”

8. Tue Preasaxt History oF THE FRrRoOLICKSOME
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CourTier AxDp THE JovianL Tinker. 1Z2mo.
London, n. d.

A curious medley of tales, the first of which is on
the same story as the Induction to the Zaming of
the Shrew.—1. How finding a drunken tinker asleep,
he had him carried in that posture to his house ; laid
him on a bed in a stately room, with rich cloaths by
him, feasted and entertained him with musick, and
making him drunk, conveyed him back again.—2. How
he bought all the butter of a woman going to market,
and the frolicks he played with her for being over
covetous, causing the saying, when a woman scratches
her, butter will be cheap.—3. By what a comical
method he relieved the poor widow of Mortlake against
the Parson of the Parish, who had stopped up her
water-gap.—4. How he served the tinker coming
again to his house, because he complained he could get
no drink.—3. A comical trick he made the tinker
serve an old farmer, who used to ride sleeping, making
him think that his horse was a devil.—6. How the
tinker complained to him of a butcher’s dog that often
assaulted him: how he put on the tinker’s habit, fought
with and killed the dog, and the comical examination
before a Justice.—On the title is a wood-cut of the old
Covent Garden. The first tale, not having been re-
printed in any Shakesperian collection, is here given:

Riding one day along with his retinue, he espied a
tinker (who had been taking a very early draught, to
quench the spark in his throat) lying fast asleep, and
snoring under a sunny bank, having made his budget
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into his pillow, to rest his drowsy head upon, and the
courtier’s country house not being far off, he imme-
diately caused his servants to take him up very softly,
and carry him thither ; then to put him in a stately
bed in the best chamber, pull off his foul shirt and put
him on a clean one; then convey away his old cloaths
and lay rich ones by him. This was punctually ob-
served. The tinker being thus laid, slept soundly till
evening, when rousing up between sleep and waking,
and being dry, as usually drunkards are, he began
to call for drink, but was extremely frighted to find
himself got into such a place, furnished with lights,
with attendants about him that bowed to him, and
harmonious musick accompanied with most charming
voices, but none of them to be seen. Whereupon,
looking for his old cloaths and budget, he found a muff
and rich attire glittering with gold by him, which
made him fancy himself metamorphosed from a tinker
to a prince. He asked many questions, but in vain,
yet being willing to rise, the attendants arrayed him
in the richest attire, so that he looked on all sides
admiring the sudden change of fortune, as proud as a
peacock when he spreads his tail against the glittering
beams of the sun. And being arrayed, they carry
him unto another room, where was a costly banquet
prepared ; and placed him in a chair, under a fine
canopy fringed with gold, being attended with wine in
oilded cups. At first he strained courtesy,* but being

—————

e —————————

#* That is, stood upon ceremony. The phrase occurs in
Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, ii, 4.
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entreated to sit down, the banquet being solely at his
disposal, he fell too most heartily. Then after supper
they ply’d him with so much wine as to make him
dead drunk ; then stripping him, and putting on his
old cloaths, they carried him as they had brought him,
and laid him in the same posture they found him, being
all this time asleep ; and when he waked in the morn-
ing staring about, he took all that happened before for
a vision, telling it wherever he came, that he had verily
dreamed he had been a prince, telling them, as well as
he could, all that had happened, but plainly he now
saw again, his fortune would raise him no higher than
to mend old kettles. Yet he made this song for the
fraternity to sing at leisure.

All you that jovial tinkers are,

Come listen unto me :
I dream’d a dream that was so rare,

That none to it can e’er compare,
No tinker such did see.

I thought I was a king indeed,
Attired gay and fine :

In a stately palace I did tread,

Was to a princely banquet led,
And had good cheer of wine.

But soon I found me in a diteh,
That did no comfort lend ;

This shews a tinker, tho’ he itch

To be a prince or to grow rich,
Must still old kettles mend.

9. Joaks vroN Joaks, oR No JoAK LIKE A TrRuEk
Joak, being the comical humours of Mr. John
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Ogle, the life-guard man; the Merry Pranks of
the Lord Moon, the Earl of Warwick, and the

Earl of Pembroke: with the Lord Rochester's
dream, his Maiden’s disappointment, and his
mountebank speech in Tower-hill. Together with
the diverting Fancies and Frolicks of King Charles
and his three Concubines. 12mo. London, printed
by and for T. Norris, at the Looking-glass on
London-bridge, n. d.

According to this history, John Ogle was * the
younger son of a gentleman in Northamptonshire ; his
fortune being small, he quickly spent it, but his sister,
being mistress to the Duke of York, got him into the
first troop of guards, under the command of the Duke
of Monmouth.” Of the tales here related, the following
may serve as a sample:—* There being a general
muster of life-guards in Hyde Park, and Ogle having
lost his cloak at play, therefore he borrowed his lady-
ship’s secarlet petticoat ; so, tying it up in a bundle,
put it behind him, then mounted safe enough, as he
thought. So away he went, but one of the rank per-
ceiving the border, he gave the Duke of Monmouth
some item of it, and fell into his rank again. The
Duke, smiling to himself, said, ¢ Gentlemen, cloak all;’
which they did, except Ogle, who, stammering and

staring, saying, ‘Cloak all, cloak all! what a must

we cloak for? Tt don’t rain:’ but not cloaking, the
Duke said, ¢ Mr. Ogle, why don’t you obey the word
of command? Cloak, sir !” Said Ogle, ¢ Why, there
then,” and peeping his head out of the top of the petti-
coat, saying, ‘I ean’t cloak, but I can petticoat with
the best of you’; which caus’d great laughter among
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the whole company.” Towards the end of the tract is
a wood-cut of Lord Rochester on a stage, with bottles,
in the character of a mountebank. Several stories of
Nell Gwyn are also worth notice, as well as an anec-
dote of Lord Mohun, the Earl of Warwick, and the old
woman with her codlings at Charing-cross.

10. Another edition, in verse, “to the merry tune
of the Cambridgeshire Lass, or the Two Sharpers
outwitted at the Royal Exchange, with a child

in a basket, instead of a couple of Geese.” S8vo.
London, c. 1721.

This is a version of the last piece, entirely in verse,
and illustrated with cuts, amongst which may be noticed
a curious one of a hackney-coach of the time. It is
very rare, and has not been reprinted. On this ae-
count, I give the following anecdote as a specimen of
the style in which it is written :—

The Dutchess of Portsmouth one time supp’d with the King's
majesty ;

Two chickens was at table, when the Dutchess would make
‘em three :

Nell Gwin being by, denied the same ; the Dutchess speedily
Reply’d,here’s one,anothertwo,and two and one makes three,

"Tis well said, lady, answer’d Nell : O King, here’s one for
thee,

Another for myself, sweet Charles, 'cause you and I agree .

The third she may take to herself, because she found the same:

The King himself laughed heartily, whilst Portsmouth
blush’d for shame.

11. A Cuoice PExnyworTH oF WiT, or clear Dis-
tinction between a virtuous Wife and a wanton
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Harlot, in three parts: how a merchant was de-
luded from his lady by a harlot, to whom he
carried gold, jewels, and other things of value, for
many years, which she received with unspeakable
flattery, till his wife gave him a penny to lay out
in a pennyworth of wit. Sm. 8vo. Printed for
5. Wates, in Fleet-street, 1707.

A very popular ballad-tale, which has been reprinted
in the north-country chap-books up to a very recent
period ; and is also common as a sheet ballad. It

COMIMENCes :
Here is a pennyworth of wit
For those that ever went astray ;
If warning they will take by it,
"Twill do them good another day.

The story has appeared in many forms, as in the
ancient poem, How a merchande dyd hys wyfe betray,
printed in Ritson’s Pieces of Ancient Popular Poetry,
1791, p. 69, which is probably the same as the Chap-
man of a Pennyworth of Wit, mentioned by Lancham,
1575. The tale also occurs in Penny-wise, pound-

Joolish, or a Bristow diamond, set in two rings, and
both crack'd, 4to. 1631. A Pennyworth of Wytt was
licensed to John Sampson in 1561.

12, THE PLEAsSANT History oF Tarry's PROGREsS
1o Loxpox, with the Welshman’s Catechesm :

Behold in wheel-barrow I come to town,
With wife and child to pull the Taffies down :
For sweet St. David shall not be abus’d,

And by the rabble yearly thus misus’d.

Sm. 8vo. London, printed for F. Thorn, near
Fleet-street, 1707,
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A curious wood-cut on the title, representing a
Welchman, with leeks in his hat, in a barrow. The
tract is a severe satire on the Welch. In answer to
the question, why they wear leeks on St. David’s day,
Taffy says,— Cuds flesh, her fery plood boils at hur
now ; hur cou’d eat hur now with corn of salt: what!
find fault with that which hur countrymen wears to
the honour of Saint Tavy? By te great Calwalladar,
hur cou’d fain in hur heart to lay hur countryman’s
towel about hur for hur sarciness.”

13. Ture New Wire oF BeaTn much better re-
formed, enlarged, and corrected, than it was for-
merly in the old uncorrect copy. With the addi-
tion of many other things. 12mo. Glasgow, 1700.

In black-letter. According to the address to the
reader, this is the second edition of this very popular
poem, of which so many copies were circulated. This
impression is very rare, the present copy, and one in
Mr. Bright’s collection, 6041, which sold for £1. 12s.,
being the only ones that appear in the sale-catalogues.
The original of this curious piece is a fable of the thir-
teenth century, Du Vilain qui conquist Paradis par
plait, printed in Barbazan, iv,114. It may be neces-
sary to mention that this is altogether different from
the ballad on the same subject printed by KEvans,
although one was probably formed from the other.

14. Tue PrEAasaxT AND DrricuTrurL HisTorRy oF
Dorastus, Prince or SiciLy, AND FAwx1A, oNLY
DavenTter Axp Hrmr 1o Paxposto, King or
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Bouemia ; pleasant for age, to shun drowzy
thoughts ; profitable for youth, to avoid other
wanton pastimes, and bringing to both a desired
content. A pleasant winter-evening’s entertain-
ment. By R. Green, Master of Arts in Cam-
bridge. 12mo. London, 1696.

This was first published in 1588, under the title of
“Pandosto, the Triumph of Time, wherein is dis-
covered, by a pleasant historie, Truth may be con-
cealed, yet by Time, in spight of fortune, it is most
manifestly revealed,” &c. Imprinted at London by
Thomas Orwin for Thomas Cadman, dwelling at the
Signe of the Bible, neere unto the North doore of
Paules, 1588. This copy contains the Love-passion,
mentioned by Mr. Dyce, Greene’s Works, ii, 242, as
not being in the early editions. Tt is almost unneces-
sary to observe that Shakespeare’s Winter's Tale was
founded upon this romance.

15. Tue Lovers’ Quarrer, or Cupip’s Trivmen,
being the Pleasant and Delightful History of Fair
Rosamond, who was born in Scotland. She was
the only daughter of the Lord Arundel, whose
love was obtain’d by the valour of Tommy Potts,
who wounded and conquered the Lord Pheenix in
a Duel. Likewise his Marriage to the fair Lady.
12mo.

One of the early original editions, without date, but
printed about 1740. It was reprinted by Ritson, in
his Pieces of Ancient Popular Poetry, 1799, ps 117.
Later copies differ exceedingly, the text having been
modernized. The wood-cuts to the present are most
incongruous, the first being a representation of the fall

©
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of Friar Bacon’s brazen head, and the last of Noal’s
Ark! It commences thus:
Of all the lords in Scotland town,
And ladies that be so bright of blee,

There is a noble lady among them all,
And report of her you shall hear by me.

I possess a curious edition, printed at Newecastle,
about 1760, plentifully embellished with cuts, and con-
taining the Second Part, which was unknown to Rit-
son. This is entitled, “The Lovers’ Loyalty, or the
Happy Pair, giving an account of the happy lives of
Tommy Potts (now Lord Arundel) and the Fair Rosa-
mond, his charming bride, who loved and lived in peace
and unity all their days; the Second Book.” It com-
mences :

How Tommy Potts did win his bride

By dint of sword, you needs must know ;
Giving great Lord Pheenix the foil,

As the first book doth plainly show.

Another edition, in my possession, printed about
1780, is entitled, “ The History of Tommy Potts, or
the Lovers’ Quarrel” :

Thus Tommy Potts does here trepan
The lady’s heart, tho’ a serving man.

16. Tug Force or NATURE, OR THE LovEs oF
HiproLito AND Dorinpa. Translated from the
French original, and never before printed in Eng-
lish. 12mo. Northampton, 1720.

This is a chap-book history on the same tale as the
Tempest, and has escaped the notice of all the editors
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of Shakespeare. It is evidently made up from that
play, and the assertion of its being a translation from
the French is most probably erroneous, as some of the
original drama is literally quoted.

17. Tue WaoLE TrRyAL AND INDICTMENT oF SIR
Joun Barrevcorn, K~igur, a person of noble
birth and extraction, and well known to be both
rich and poor throughout the kingdom of Great
Britain : being accused for several misdemean-
ours by him committed against her Majesty’s liege
people, by killing some, wounding others, and
bringing thousands to beggary, to the ruin of
many a good family. Here you have the sub-
stance of the evidence given in against him on his
tryal, with the names of the judges, jury, and
witnesses. Also, the comical Defence Sir John
makes for himself, and the good character given
him by some of his neighbours, namely Hewson
the cobler, an honest friend to Sir John, who is
entomb’d as a memorandum at the Two Brewers
in East Smithfield. Taken in short-hand by
Timothy Toss-pot, Foreman of the Jury. Sm.
8vo. London, Printed for J. Dutton, 1709.

A very curious satirical tract, written by Thomas
Robins, which continued to be reprinted for a century
after this edition appeared. The following list of the
jury is curious :

Timothy Toss-pot. Richard Standfast.
Benjamin Bumper. Small Stout,

Giles Lick-spigot. John Never-sober.
Barnaby Full-pot. Obadiah Thirsty.
Lancelot Toper. Nicholas Spend-thrift.
John Bix-go-downs, Edmond Empty-purse.

Sir John Barleycorn is tried in regular form, the
c2
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jury returning a verdict of Not Guilty. The evi-
dence is singularly curious. We may extract, for
example, that of Sir John’s uncle, Mr. Mault, who, of
course, appears for the defence : “ First, I pray con-
sider with yourselves, all trades will live, and altho’ I
sometimes, with my cousin Sir John’s help, make a
cup of good liquor, and many men come to taste it, yet
the fault is in neither of us, but in them that make the
complaint, else let "em stay till they are sent for. 'Who
can deny but that Mr. Mault can make a cup of good
liquor by the help of a good brewer, and when it is
made it must be sold; I pray which of you all can live
without it? Where else would you sop your toast and
nutmeg, and what should asswage the thirst of gam-
mons and red-herrings? Were I to suffer, lords,
knights, and esquires would want their March beer and
October to treat their tenants and their friends:
bottle-ale and stout would be wanted at Islington and
Highgate to treat your wives with: old women would
want hot-pots of brandy and ale, and the good-wife
that lies in could have no caudle.” The tract con-
cludes with a song “to the tune of Sir John Barley-
corn”. An old ballad, from which this tract may per-
haps be taken, is printed in Evans, ed. 1810, iv, 214 ;
and Burns was no doubt indebted to the former for his
celebrated song on the same subject.

18. Tue History oF THE Two CHILDREN IN THE
Woob REVIV'D, 0R MURDER REVENG'D, containing
the sad and lamentable Story of the Death of two
Children of a Gentleman, who, after the Decease
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of their Parents, were delivered, by their uncle,
to two ruflians, to be murdered for their estates,
but in the end they were left in an unfrequented
wood, and there starved to Death, and covered
over by a Robin Redbreast: Together with the
sad relation of the heavy judgements that befel
their unnatural uncle, who died miserable in pri-
son, and how it came to be discovered by one of
the ruffians upon his being condemned for a noto-
rious robbery. With many other passages and
circumstances at large. 12mo. Licensed and
entered according to order, n. d.

This tale is founded on the same story which is the
subject of the second part of a tragedy by Robert
Yarrington, 4to. 1601, entitled, “ Two Lamentable
Tragedies ; the one of the murther of Maister Buch,
a chandler in Thames-street, and his boy, done by
Thomas Merry; the other of a young childe mur-
thered in a wood by two Ruffins, with the consent of
his uncle.” In the play, however, one child only is
murdered. The chapters are thus entitled :—1. How
Pisaurus, seeking a wife, accidentally fell in love with
the fair Eugenia. 2. How Pisaurus found means to
discover his passion to Eugenia, and how she con-
sented ; also the marriage-day appointed. 8. How the
happy nuptials were celebrated, and of the ominous
presage. 4. How Androgus, brother to Pisaurus, de-
sirous of his estate, laid this unsuccessful project. 5.
How Cassandar and Jane being born, Pisaurus and
Eugenia fell sick, and by what means. 6. How Andro-
gus returned, visited his brother and sister, and of his

dissimulation. 7. How Pisaurus made his will, de-
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livered his children to Androgus, and died as did his
wife. 8. What thought Androgus had about putting
to death his brother’s children, but had not the heart
to put it in practice himself. 9. How Androgus met
with Rawbones and Woudkill, and agreed with them
to murder his brother’s children. 10. How the ruf-
fians fell out about the disposal of the children, and
how Rawbones killed his partner, and covered him up
in a pit. 11. How Rawbones left the children in an
unfrequented wood, where they died. 12. How the
murder came to be discovered at the gallows. The
ballad on the same story, so highly commended in the
Spectator, No. 85, is printed by Percy, ed. 1840,
p. 238. It is also alluded to again in the Spectator,
No. 179.

19. MotaeEr Buxcr’s CLOSET NEWLY BROKE OPEN,
containing rare Secrets of Art and Nature, tried
and experienced by learned Philosophers, and
recommended to all ingenious young Men and
Maids, Teaching them in a natural way how to
get good wives and husbands. By our loving
friend Poor Tom, for the King, a lover of mirth,
but a hater of treason. 12mo. With wood-cuts,
n. d. In two parts.

This very curious collection of vernacular customs,
digested into the form of a narrative, seems to have
escaped the notice of our writers on popular anti-
quities. The present edition was printed about 1770,

but it was published very long before, being thus re-
ferred to in Wit and Drollery, 1682, p. 42 :—
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Wit that shall make thy name to last,
When Tarleton’s jests are rotten,

And George a Green, and Mother Bunch,
Shall all be quite forgotten,

A Way to tell who must be your Husband.—*“ Take
a St. Thomas’s onion, pare it, and lay it on a clean
handkerchief under your pillow; put on a clean smock,
and as you lie down, lay your arms abroad, and say
these words :—

Good St. Thomas, do me right,

And bring my love to me this night,

That I may view him in the face,

And in my arms may him embrace.
Then, lying on thy back with thy arms abroad, go to
sleep as soon as you can, and in your first sleep you
shall dream of him who is to be your husband, and he
will ecome and offer to kiss you; do not hinder him, but
catch him in thy arms, and strive to hold him, for that
is he. This I have tried, and it was proved true. Yet
I have another pretty way for a maid to know Ler
sweetheart, which is as follows :—Take a summer
apple of the best fruit, stick pins close into the apple
to the head, and as you stick them, take notice which
of them is the middlemost, and give it what name you
fancy; put it into thy left hand glove, and lay it under
thy pillow on Saturday night after thou gettest into
bed; then clap thy hands together, and say these
words :(—

If thou be he that must have me,
To be thy wedded bride,
Make no delay, but come away
This night to my bedside.”—(pp. 10-11.)




































































































































































































































