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130 THE ARCHITECIURE oF BIRDS.

(Muscicapa nunciola), and a few others, employ @ por-
tion of masounry either on the outside or in the middle
of their nests; but-the material used being chiefly mud,
or clay, the workmanship is rude and unfinished when
compared with the neat execution of the song-thrush.
In the case of the blackbird, the outer frame-work dif-
fers little from that of the song-thrush, except perhaps
in being more massive, as is also the clay lining, which
is put on in a very wet state, probably to save the sa-
livaof the bird. But to prevent this moisture from in-
juring the eggs, it is lined with a thick bedding of dry
hay, which 1n some nests is very neatly worked into the
hollow formed by the clay, while in others it is laid
less skilfully, and hence renders the nest very shallow.
Syme is wrong, therefore, in saying the nest 1s

Nest of the Blackbird ( Merula vulgaris, Ray .

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































