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158 DISEASES OF THE CHEST.

~ founded are simple laryngitis, suffucating catarrh, and
edema of the glottis. !
479, Anatomical Characters—The mucous membrane
lining the larynx, upper part of the trachea, and some-
times even the larger divisions of the bronchi, exhibitsa
greater or less degree of redness, which disappears ra-
ther suddenly ; it is sometimes covered by a false mem-
brane, of a pale yellow or greyish colour, the thickness
of which depends on the intensity and extent of the in- 4‘
flammation. This production lines the inner surface of
the larynx and trachea, and commencement of the
bronchi ; it is either moulded into a tubular form, or
appears in detached portions, blended with mucus, or
flocculi of albuminous matter. It is sometimes sepa-
rated from the mucous membrane by a viscid or puri-
form fluid ; at others 1t adheres more or less intimately,
accurding to the degree of the inflammation, and also
as its seat 1s nearer to the glottis. When the disease
has been of short duration, the false membrane is usu-
ally confined to the trachea. The redness of the mucous
membrane and tumefaction of its follicles are consider-
able. Inseveral cases, the under surface of the epi-
gluttls becomes coated by the false membrane, and the,
rima glottidis 1s t}bstructed by it, or by the purulent mat-
ter which frequently occurs in p]nca of it. Finally, cases
have occurred in which the mucous membrane of the air-
tubes was covered merely by a viscid fluid, or by pus, and
still death took place as speedily, and with precisely
the same symptoms as mark the progress of the disease
in those in whom the false membranes really existed.
To such cases the texm faise croup is applied. [I had
an opportunity of seeing an instance of this, whilstat-
tending the clinical lectures and practice of M. Guer-
sent, in the ‘“ Hopitals des Enfans malades,” during
the summer of 1825, The patient presented all the
usual symptoms of croup; and after its death we went
to the dead-room expecting to see the usual attendant
on this disease, viz, a false membrane in the I x
the result of the examination, however, verified the re
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