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PREFACE TO THE TALES OF A BASIN, AND
OF THE FRIAR AND THE BOY.

OTH the following poems
have already appeared in
print, in different modern
collections, although in the
one case not from the manu-
script which I have followed.

J e8| Ourearlier ballads and stories

t1gs|| illustrative of the popular su-

/  perstitions and mythology are
however scarce, and, when
we meet with them, are wor-
thy of preservation. I am sure, therefore, that no excuse
will be necessary for printing, in preference to many
other curious poems, two of the most generally popular
of our tales of magic and enchantment in the earliest
forms that we at present know. They have both been
published in different shapes up to a very recent period,
and one is found, with little variation, among the na-
tional stories of many different peoples. _
Among the old stories and miracles of the monks,
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there is no more common method of detecting and some-
times punishing crimes, than by fixing the offenders to
the object of their crime, or to the place or thing which
has witnessed it. The stories of the monks were some-
times the types of those of the peasantry, but they were,
probably, still more commonly taken from them, and
the similarity between earlier saints’ legends and later
popular tales, may, in very many cases, be taken as a
proof of the antiquity of the latter. In the preface to
the Tournament of Tottenham I have stated my reasons
for believing the manuseript which contains the Tale of
a Basin, as well as that ballad, to have been written in
the earlier half of the fourteenth century. The story
again makes its appearance, with some little variation,
among the broadside ballads which were so common
during the sixteenth and particularly the seventeenth
centuries. In the catalogue of a collection of ballads
which was in the possession of the late Mr. Heber, I
find the following title—¢¢ The Lancashire Cuckold, or
the Country Parish Clark betrayed by a Conjurer’s in-
chanted Chamber Pot, printed for J. Blare.” This
gives us good reason for believing that the story had
not lost its popularity from the fourteenth to the eight-
eenth century. It occurs again in a common chap-
book, ¢ The History of Jack Horner, containing the
Witty Pranks he played from his Youth to his Riper
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Years, being pleasant for Winter Evenings,” of which
the earlzest copy I have seen is one of the l*-“iLldermal.",,r
Church-yard books. It there forms chapter vi. ¢ Jack’s

kindness to the Inn-keeper, whom he puts in a way to
pay his debts.” By this time the sect who were the
object of popular slander was greatly changed, and the
person of the monk is replaced by that of a Quaker.
It must be premised that our hero (Jack) had obtained
a pipe like that with which the Jack of our second ballad
tormented the friar, and in a similar manner, and alsc
a coat of invisibility, the substitute for the German tarn-
kappe. The inn-keeper, of whose wife the rich Quaker
was amorous, is in distress, and unable to obtain two
hundred pounds, which he is bound to pay on a certain
day. Jack comforts him, and promises to aid him :—

“ Mount thy bay nag, and take thy cloak
With thy warm morning gown,

And lodge within a hollow Dak
A mile or two from town.

There you may sleep in sweet content
All night, and take your rest,

Then leave it to my management,
And, sir, a pleasant jest

Next morning there you shall behold,
The like ne’er seen before,

Which shall produce a sum of gold,
Nay likewise silver store.”

b
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The inn-keeper follows his counsel, and Jack, by
means of his invisible coat, introduces himself into the
house, and witnesses the feasting and familiarity of the
Quaker and the hostess. In the night both, with their
maid also, are fixed to the chamber pot, and Jack, by
means of his magical pipe, leads them dancing through
the town to the tree where the inn-keeper is concealed,
who comes from his hiding place, menaces the Quaker
with the same punishment as is threatened to the monk
in the older ballad, and only lets him go on the pay-
ment of the two hundred pound of which he has need.
The specimen we have given is sufficient to show the
wretched doggerel for which the older spirited' rhymes
have been exchanged.

I ought to add that the 7Tale of @ Basin has been
printed by Mr. Hartshorne, in his Early Metrical Tales,
but with its full share of the blunders by which that
book is disfigured and rendered worse than useless. It
had been previously printed by Jameson, with about
equal accuracy.

The other tale I have printed, that of the Friar and
the Boy, has been still more generally popular. The
manuscript which contains our copy is proved by in-
ternal evidence to have been written during the reign
of Henry VI., and not, as Ritson states, in that of'
Henry VII. Its shelf mark in the Public Library of
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the University of Cambridge, is Ee. 4, 35, and, on ac-
count of the curious dialect in which it is written, the
whole of its contents deserve to be published. Besides
our tale, it contains a curious ballad of Robin Hood,
which has been printed by Ritson, another copy of the
ballad which Hartshorne has printed from the MS. of
the same collection, Ff. 5, 48, under the title of “ A
Tale of a Father and his Son,” and the ballad of ¢ The
King and the Barker,” printed by Ritson in his Ancient
Popular Poetry.

There was a copy of the ballad of the Friar and the
Boy, in the Cotton MS. Vitellius D. xii. which was
unfortunately one of those that perished in the fire. As
that manuscript, from its contents, was evidently written
by no illiterate scribe, we should probably have had
there a more correct copy than the one now printed.
But Ritson was wrong in supposing it to be the *“ most
ancient copy of all,” for if he had cast his eyes over the
other articles in the vol. (see Smith’s Catalogue), he
would have seen that it could not have been written
earlier than the latter end of the reign of Edward IV.,
and that it might have been written later, so that we
are not sure that it might not have been a mere transcript
- of the printed copy of Wynkyn de Worde.

This last mentioned edition, of which only one copy
is known to exist (that preserved in the Public Library
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of the University of Cambridge), in the one from which
Ritson has printed the ballad in his ¢ Pieces of Ancient
Popular Poetry.” Another unique edition, printed by
Edwarde Alde in the Poultry, is preserved in the
Bodleian Library. A black letter copy, we do not know
if it were a different edition from either of these, was in
the possession of Anthony a Wood. In the time of
Queen Elizabeth, Laneham mentions a printed copy of
this ballad as being in the possession of Captain Cox,
the Coventry collector.

In the following century we know that this ballad was
printed in a broad-side. Ritson tells us that ¢ In the
Pepys [Pepysian] collection (No. 358) is a modernized
copy, in the same stanza, apparently printed in Scotland,
about the year 1680, begmnmg— -

““ There dwelt a man in my countrie.”

Of the ballad in this form, there is a more modern edition

printed at Dublin.

The last form which the ballad took, was that of a
penny history, where the older form of verse is changed
for the commoner ballad measure. I have before me
the earliest copy that I know in this form, which was
printed in Aldermary Church-yard. The details of the
story are not changed, but a second part is added to it,
in which Jack obtains three other gifts, equally formid-
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able, which he uses, without mercy, against every body
he comes near. I have seen two different reprints of
both parts, exactly similar to the older copies, both
printed about 1811.

The story was by no means confined to England. It
is still, with some little variation, preserved among the
peasantry of Germany, and is as such given in the va-
luable collection of Kinder- und Haus-Méarchen of the
Grimms, under the title of ¢ Der Jude im Dorn,” where
a Jew takes the place of the Friar. But in a note, the
Editors have pointed out two early German dramatic
pieces founded upon this story, in which the Monk re-
tains his place. The Musician is there called Dulla, a
name which is considered to be allied to Tyll or Dill
Eulenspiegel, and the northern word Thulr, facetus,
nugator. The tale is also found in a northern dress,
under the title of «¢ Herrauds ok Bosa Saga.”
| My chief inducement to print this ballad from the
| Cambridge manuscript, when the printed copy of Wyn-
§ kyn de Worde is so much more correct and intelligible,
® was, as I have before hinted, the curious dialect in which
1t 1s written. 1 suspect it was the dialect of Shropshire,
& or of some adjacent county, from the use of w before

| words commencing with o, and y before those com-
¥ mencing with e. Thus they say at this day wok, for
| oke, wullard, for owlard (a young owl), &c. and, if I re-
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member right, yessy for easy, &c. Moreover, I suspect
that the word afforst for a-thirst, is distinctive of the
old dialect of the Welsh marches, for the beautiful ma-
nuscript of Piers Plowman, in Trinity College Library
(Cambridge), which contains this word, bears almost
conclusive internal evidence of being written in the purer
dialect of that part of the county, though not, like our
ballad, in the broad dialect of the illiterate peasantry.
The following are the chief characteristics of the dialect
of this ballad. The substitution of :—

e for a; as in eney.

ey for i long; leyffe, bey, heynde, keynde, beyde,
deyner, mey, cheylde, peype, leyte, pleyte - (plight),
teyme, they (thy), seyde.

e for i shorts lesten, thes, hem, thenke, wes, het,
wenne (win), tell hell, well (for till; hll] WIII), begen,
en (in).

oy for oo or o long ; soyt, for sothe or soothe.

0, oo, for u; bot, dorst, pot, poot, corsed, foll, op,
onder, trow (true), sopere, os (us).

oys for ose ; roys, goys.

u for ou ; ffull (foul), st. xviil.

ﬁ’ for v chiefly after a long vowel ; leyffe, wyffes,
haffe, gyffe, saffe, gefte, dreyﬁ'e, leffe, Iuﬁe so a-foue,
for a-vow.

ffF for w; flomen (women), st. lxviii. see note.
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w for v, after o and e; lowved, lowyd, lowys, hewyl
(evil), dewyll, owyrcome, hewyn.

t for th ; soyt, fforet (forth), trowt (troth), boyt (both).

th, with w or y before it for ght; thowth, bowth,
reythe, awth (ought), nowth (nought), bowth, meythe
(might), neythe (night), dyth (dight), browth.

th for ¢; methe (meet), bethe (beat), lathe (late),
peythe (pity).

w for y ; bow, bawy (st. xv.), bowye (st. xviii.), for
boy. In Shropshire, they now say bwoy and bwau, for
boy.

%he insertion of w, at the beginning of a word, before
o ; wolde (old), wother (other), wost (host), wore (our),
wonley (only).

Of y before e; yessee, yete, yes (ease), yaver and
yever (ever), yeverychone, yether (either), yeke (eke).

I have given the chief variations only of Wynkyn de
Worde’s copy of the Friar and the Boy, and that from
Ritson’s edition, principally where they were necessary
to explain the errors and to supply the omissions of the
rude scribe of the older copy.

Of the wood cuts, the initial B 1s from MS. Harl.
No. 2895 of the 11th century : it is almost needless to say
that its subject is the encounter of David and Goliah.
The cutat the end of this preface i1s from a Latin Bes-
tiary of the 12th century, in the Public Library, Cam-
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bridge, and that at the end of the notes is from the

Missal in Trin Coll. Iib, mentioned in the Preface to the

Turnament of Tottenham.
THOMAS WRIGHT.
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DI talpg and trifulles many man tellpg /
Summe byn trevo / and fum byn ellig / |
A man map Wpfe fouth the day / that long tpme
vioellis /
ddith harpyngandpipyng and othey mep Cpellis/
ddlith gle and with gamme,
Dff a paxlon 3¢ mowe here /
In cale that hit foth oce /
anb of hig brothey that wag hym dere /
And loupd well famme,

i

The tontoag higfadiygepreof howg andoflande/
The tother wag a paclon/ ag J vnderfanve /
A dche man wer he and a gode hulbande /
And knotwen fo) a gode clerke thoto poddig -
fande /
and tple wag holoe, -
The tothe) have litull thost/
Dff hulhandry cowth he nost/
But alle Hig wybes will he wrost /
¥* * ¥*

b.
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Afebullhulbanne wag heon/ agmany aronlipbe/
QAlle hig wyheg bhiddyng he wd it full rpve/
Bit ig an olde feid Tatw / F Twepe be Tepnt Tphe/
Bit fhal be at the wybes will it the hulhonde
thryue /
Bothe within and withwte :
A wyfe that hag an pbell tach /
THer of the hulbond Halle haue a Tmache /
But 3if He loke well abowte,
ib
Dff that song gentil man wag a gret dilele /
QAftey a sere 0) thoo hig wyle he myst not pleele /
dMWycull of hig lande lay to the preefts ele /
Eche taust hym euer among how the Katte did
[nefe
Rist at hi oone 'tmllm
Pe that hade bene a lorde
{Aag nouthey at bedde ne at botde /
JRe dlt onyg {peke a worde/
dAben Hhe bade be fille,
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Litull of hulhondyy the gode man con thynke /
anv hig wyfe loupd well gode mete and gode
orynke /
She wolde nouthey the-fore fwete ne Mwynke /
But twhen the baly wag full Iyevowneand wynke/
And 2k hiy neder ende,
Soo long thig Life thei [adde /
That (pende wag that thei hadde /
ThHe wife Hix hulhonve hadde
Belpfe forth to wende,

. bi
o the paxlon thi brovey that ig (o vich a oech/
And pray hym of thi lovow fum del he wold
fieeh /
Ftouty pound of o) fyfty loke of hym thu fech /
So that thu hit bryng litull will § tech /
JReuey for to white.
o Hig brother forth He went/
And mycull money to hym he lent /
Anv allo fone Hit wag (pent /
Therof they hade but Ipte,
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Wicull monep of hig brother he ferte /
Jfoy alle that be brost he fe2d neuet the hette /
The pat&lm 'm;u: ey / and thoust he wolde hym
ette
Any he faxe long thug He fallig in my vette /
aAnb set he may not the :
Betwene hym and hig wife / § wplle/
A dratwst they i8 drawen amylle /
J will wete / (oo haue § blitle /
Pow that hit mypst be.
biii
Zet on a day aftewarde to the paclon he sede /
o hoow mone / and he ne myst {pede:
Brother / quod the paxlon / thu takig litull Heve
Pow thu fallig in my vett / ther-of is all myp
urede /
And 3et thu may not the /
Py / thu wag my fades epre/
Dft hotole and londe / that wag o fepre /
Anb eue thou lybeg in Digpaye /
ddibat veuoll / o may thig be?
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3 ne wot hot it faig / but euer J am be-Hynve/
Jtoy to liffe manly hit come me be Gynoe /
3 all teuly ey what § thynke in my mynde,
Whe palon fepde / thu me telle,
WBrothey / he eiv / be Teynt Albon /
Bit ig a preelt men callig iy John/
Sich a felotw know J non /
D felatwes be betyg the bell,

r
Bym gode and cutelle § fynde eue) moo /
Pe harpys and gytyng and fyngg wel ther-too /
Be wreltelg and lepig and caltg the on allo.
Borother / quod the parlon / belife hame thu goo/
So ag § the fay /
Zif thu myst with any gynne
@he velell ot of the chaumbe wynne /
The Tame that thei make water in/
and bryng it me F the prap.
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Brother / he Leiv blithly / thi wil Hal be torost:
Jt ig a vonde balyn / § habe hit in my thost.
dg priuely ag thu may / that hit be hiver broust /
Bye the falt on thi wap / loke thu tary nost/
And come agayne anone,
Bamwadg con he tide /
Whet no longer wolde he hyde /
And then Hig wife began to chyde /
Becaule he come (o lone,
L |
Pe hent bp the balyn / and forth can he fare /
Till he came to hig brorher wolde he not Tpare.
The palon toke the balyn /and to hig chaumbey
it bave / |
Anb a priue erpetiment fone e wronht thage /
And to hig brother he Tepbe ful blithe /
Loke thu whete the balfpn fette /
and in that place thu hit lett /
And than / He Ceid / with-omtyn lette /
Come agapne tight (wpthe.
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Ve toke the balyn / and forth [he] went/
When big Wwife hym fatw / hiv browes he up
ent s
4y bHale thi brother fo fone the home fent ?
Bitmystneue be for gode/ § know it herament/
That thu comeg home o Mwopthe,

JRay / he feid / my lwetpng /

J mofte take a licull thyng /

aAnd to my brother § mot hit bryng /

JFto2 fum it Hhall make blithe,
rib
In to hig chaumber priuely went he that tyde /
Anb fett dotone the balyn be the bedde Gde /
| Ve toke hig lebe at his wple /and fouth can he vive,
L She wag olad that he wente / and bade hym
i not abyde:
Bir heut began to glade,
She anone / tist thoo /
Sico a capon ot twoo/
Anb other mode mete the-too
Paltely He made,
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Whenallethyngoag wedy/ e fentafter it Fohn/
Priuely / at a pofterne sate/ ag Xill ag any on:
They eton ant} oronken ag thel were wonte to
aone
Till that thaym it to bedde fo2 to gon/
Softly and {ille,
dlithin a litull while G2 Fobn con wake /
And nedig water he molt make /
- Br wift wher he Hulde the balyn take/
Rist at his owne wille,

9ill
Pr toke the balyn to make water in/
e myst not get hig hondig atwey all thig worde
to wyn/ |
big handig fro the balyn myst he not topn,
QAlag/ Teid G2 Jobhn/ how Hhall § notw begpnne ?
Pere is fum opcheralte.
Jfatte the balyn con he holoe/
Anv all hig body tremeld for colde /
Leuer then a ¢ pounde He wolde
@hat Hit were fro hym valfie,
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A Byst ag a chapman Hulde fell Hig waye /
A The balyn in the chaumber betwir His hondig
| be baye:
ThHe wpfe wag amebyd he Kode fo long thave /
And afkid why To/ it wag a nyce fae
So {tille they to tonde,
(Abat / woman / he feid 7 in gode fay /
THhu muft Helpe / gif thu may /
@hat thig balyn were atoay /
Bit will not fro my Hhonde,

rhin [lette/
Apltect the godeyle/ for no thynge woldefhe
1 aAnb bothe Hiv hondig on the balyn he {ette /
4 Thus fone were thai bothe falt / and he neuer
o the bette, [=mette
¥ Dit wag a mple felilthippe a man to haue
| e day ot be nyst,
Whey began clepe and crpe
To a wenche that lay thame bye /
That e Hulde come on Hye
To helpe / 3i€ He myst.
L.
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pftert the wench / er He wag halfe waked /
dnd tan to hey maiftryg all baly naked
dlag / Teiv hiv maiftrys / who hale this lorow
maked ? [were Tapked:
Pelpe thig balyn were awey / that oute forow
Pere ig a Toyy chaunce,
To the balyn the wenche e valte /
JFoy to Helpe had fhe cafte /
Thus were they fone alle thre fafte :
Pit wag a nyce daunce,

rr
Ther thet dauniyd all the npst till the fon con
tyle / ' [wile /
Whe clerke vany the dap-bell / ag hit wag his
Be knew hig maifters councell anv hig tre, . ite/
Pr thost he wag to long to ey hig Teruple /
Pig matyng be the mown,
Softly and &tille thiver He seve/
When he come thive he toke gode Hede /
Pow that Hhis mafter wag in greet drede /
And brought in met forotw,
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Anon ag Gr John can e/ he bewan to call :
Be that worde thei come down in-to the hall /
Ay oo 3¢ foo 2 quod thecleche / Hhit ig thame
| - for pou alle /
§ Wby goo 3¢ To nakpd ? foule mot yotw falle:
The balyn thalle yow froo,

To the balyn Hhe made a hapve /

aAnd bothe hig hondig thevon he leyde /

The fnpft worve that the clerke fepde /

Alag / what thall | voo,
LI
@he cacter Hro the halle-dure erth canhe throtn /
ddiith a Heuell in hig hande/ to make it clene/F
trowe /
# WWhen he fatw thaym go vounde bpon a ot /
i Pe oende hit have hene folig of the fapr / he
it told hit in hig faw /
e Teive he wolve afay / 5| wpile.
Unneth he duett go in for feve /
QAlle / Taue the clerke / nakyd were:
dhen He fatw the wench go there/
Hym thost hit went ample.
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The wenche was hig (peciall / that Hoppid on
the rotote,
Lette go the balyn /ot thu thalle haue a clowte :
Pre hit the weneh with a Hhevell aboue on the
totwote / [Dowte /
ThHhe Heopll Kicked there falf/ withotote any
aAnb he henwett on the ende,
The caeer / with a fory chaunce/
Among thaim alle He {ed the dvatwnce /
Jn Englonde / Seotlond / ne in Fruaunce /
a man fhulde non Gch fynde,

trib [Eounde /
The godeman and the pmlon come in that
Alle that fapre felithip datonlyny thei founde/
The mode man Leid to Gt Fohn/ be cochg (wete
wounde /
Thu halle lele thine harnelle /or a ¢ pounde /
Crulp thu halle not chele,
Sir Jobhn Teid / in gode fap /
Pelpe thig balyn were atey /
And that mone will § pay /
E: § thig haneg lefe.
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The pagf:_n c/barmgn the balyn/ that it fell thaim
20
CEuegry man then haltely on thaive wey can goo
The preelt went out of contre / for hame He
have thoo:
aAnv then thaf feupd thaive lewtnelle / and did
no mote foo /
Bt wer wple and wage.
Thug the godeman and hig wyfe
Leupd togedetr With-o0wt {ryfe:
MPayy / fot Hiv fopes fple /
Shelve bg alle fro caye,




THE FRERBRE APD THE BDL.

1 GDD that depde for bg all /
And dranchke aylell and gall /
FKepe pow owt of blame /
And grant them good lepffe and long
That wyl leften to fonge /
And tent to my talke,

i Ther wag a manin theg conte.
That had wyffes thre/
Be profeps of tyme:
Bey the ferlt wytte a fone he hav
That wag a hapey ladde /
And a pactey heynde /
Corteps he wag and Reynie,

i Peg ather lowued hem well /
WBot heg Fep-vame neuet a dell/
P tell pow ag p thenke:
Sche thoveth (oft / be the tode /
That dpdde the hope eney mode /
Apuer met ov Deynke,




ib dnd pet for lopt that wag hadde /
jRot haltte pnowh thewf He hadde/
Dft he wag atfortt,
Beg vame/ Hevopl mot {che fave /
Drte Tche ded the bop caye/
dg tter ag {che doft,

b To Hher hulhond gan {che fap /
oot the bow atoep /
@hat thoto hatt here:
3 weg het pg a corled lade /
P wolde lom man hem hade/
That wolde hem better chapple.

bi Than he-lpake the god man/
JFor fopt / he {epde / Dam/
Pe pg pong of age:
Pe Tehall bepde with me thes they pere/
@ell he be of more potoyere /
Co wenne better wages.

bii e haffe a man/ a gret freke /
That s yn felde / kepys oue net/
Ye flepys all the dap : _
Pe {chall com home/ o God me Hhelde/
aAnd the hoy {chall go ynto the fEelde /
To kepe the beltes theye,




biti ‘The weyle fepde / borement /
See / therto p alent/
D Holde het be the beft,
dn the mon / whan het wag vay /
The Leytell boy toke the ey
To the ellve foll preft.

ir dpon Heg cholvere He calt heg Fatte /
D no man he ne care yalte /
Al wlad e wag gnnm:
FFioret he went / the Lopt to fay /
‘Cell he cam on a plapne /
Deg deyner Tovet he bave,

r When Be Het faw / Het was bade /
Weptell gep theveof He hade/
anu pot hee op anon
Be fepde / mey dame bopg me not/
Be God that me vee bototh /
Theg s a bare bane.

ri Upon a Hell e hem {ec/
an wolde man with Hem met/
TCom opet Wwalkyng be the wey,
Bosd {pede / xod {one / the fopt to fay :
And he Tepue/ welcome / be mey ey,




tit The wolde man feyde / § honget fove /
Baft thow oney mett pn {fore /
Jtor to pytte me?
The cheploe Tepd / {o God me (affe /
Thow Tchalt hatte Toche ag p hatte /
dellcom {ehall pe be,

Lifi The wolde man wag gladde /
and than toke loche ag he hadde /
Anbd made hem tyght mtge%
The wolde wan wag pellee to plele /
Be pete and made hem well at pes /
Be Tepne / Ton / godamalep /

tih o they met that thu halt geffe me/
B (chall geffe the peftes thre
ThHow {chalte hem not formett,
The bow {eyde / het ps belt / p trow/
JFfoy me to haffe a howe.
At berdeg ttoy to {ehete.

b dbhen the bawy the botee bent /
aAnd the aroteg onde the belt /
Theeof He latwe lotwde:
Be Teyde / had y now a peype /
And het woere neuer {o lepte /
Then were p tepthe mevep.
D.




thi 9 peype ithall thow hafe allfo/
Dt trotw not {chall Her woe /
voe the owte of dotwite :
all that ’Ecbwll the peype here
fé)tball not them {tere /
Bot lepe and dang abotote.

rhii WWhat Cehall the thothe be ?
Gyittes p (ehall gele the threy
dg y lepde before,
The hotw {owhe {otode /
aAnb feyde/ Tyr/ p hafe pnowe /

rhiii The wolve man Tepde / § the plepte/
@hot {Halt Hhafe t%a,t 9 the hepte:
Sey on and nou {et {e.
The bovye Tepde than./
Jn feythe § hatte a Fepdame /
Sche ffaves Full with me,

tir dben mep ather weffe me atoth /
Be BGod that me dere bowih /
Sche ftaves yn mey face:
dhat tegmz {che lokys (o /
P welde tehe (eholde IEI: a blaft oo/
ThHat mepthe vpnge all the plas.




rr The wolde man ey to hem tho/
Wihen ehe lokyg on the Lo
Sche tehall begen to blotoe:
All that may her here
Schall not hemfeltte kere/
Bot dang on a towe.

rri Flavewell/ fepde the wolde man.
Jfarcwell / Efyne the cheplde a=-geyn /
P thanke mr:'?t letg&f: of moode ot the:
dﬁnn/ that pg mo mepthe /
‘ésvaffftbe/ hote/ beth ehay and tbenwrbe
Godamarley / {eyde the botoe,

trii Then He drowe towarde the nepthe /
Pomard He went vepthe /
a3 wag heg ovenang:
Ve toke heg pe &pe and hegan to blotwe /
aAnd all heg beltes on a rowe
dhotwte hem gon dance,

trill Thoswent he pypyng thorow thetopn/
Prg hzﬁzﬁ ffuiu'mu bem bey the fotwne/

ﬂﬂlbm he ban ot bem bp peuerpchone /
Bre went hom Lone anon /
Pnto the hall he dyd goe,




rrih Peg ather at Copere latte /
The Leytell hotw Tpyed well that/
And {eyed to hem non,
Ye lepde/ ather / God the (pede /
A1l powre belts p hatfe hem browte,
A capong lexe he toke hem then.

rrh ;gzbat gteuﬁn hes nan;eg hert fare

And {tared en hes face,

And anon {che let a blaft /

That all the compeney were a-gaff /
That wee pn that plays, ,

rthi Al they lotohe and Hade pod game/
ThHe wepfe weppyd for {chame /
And welve be a-wep gone,
Whe hoy Tepde/ wpll %Ju'm oyt /
Thes gonne wag well Tchot /
And het Hhad beyn a on.

trbii Corledley (che lnﬁp[n on hem tho /
Another blaft {che let goo
Sche wag not well nottered,
The bop (epde / well potw e
Bow mepy dame can {et a pelet e,




rroiii Al they bwe and had god game.
The weytfe went ame% ffor {chame /
Sche wag foll of Tehowoto,

@hHhe god man leyde/ nam/ 5o they wep/

ﬁfng% {ey / he mey fepe
Dey mere pg not all to boyot,

rrir dftervoerde / ag ye map here/
To the howle com a Krepre /
o Ley there all neythe.
ThHe weptte lotopd hem ag a leynt/
dnon to bem {the made complaynt/
and tolde Hhem all a-repthe.

rrr dle hatfe a bovoe pn the Hovele /
4 corled cnaffe ffo) the nonpg/
Pe twqﬁ me mekpll EﬂtE
P dar nat loke hem vpon/
P am a&hameh/ be L’mt FJobhn /
To tell poto Hhoto p ffave.

LELt %etbe hem pn the felde to-mototw /
¢t hem and do Hem {ootn /
And make the boy lame.

- Duod the frepre/ J ehall hem methe.

Sche ptfg[:-nz hem not forxeyt /
o the boy (chame.



—
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vrrii P ftey the boyg a coxled beche:
P halve the boy a weche /
Pe greues me {o fore.  [methe/
Duod the freyre/ and § mayp the boy
9 well hem hethe bake and (eyde /
@oft me neuet mote.

rrrite @The cheplve on the mooto tops /
And 1o the elde Tone he gops /
Peg befteg ffor to drepite.
The ftrepre leppyd otot at the satt/
P wende to com to lathe /
Anb tan ffotthe and blepthe.

trrib ddbhen He cam bpon a lond /
Leptell Geynkyn there he tonde /
Repyng Hhes beltes echone:
oy / he lepde / God geffe the (chame/
dhat halt thow do to they dame ?
@ell thow me anon:

rreh Dot thow can alkowle the /
Thoto Tchalt azhey / p till the /
JRo leenger p well a-byde.
Wake Hhe Tepde/ repre/ what heplde the?
MWey dame fares ag well ag thow/
and that pg aret pethe/
ddihat heyloes the to cheyde ?




rrrvi The boto fepde / well yoto et
Bow p can the becdyg (chete /
aAnd othe) thynoes allfco ?
Pondypt leptpll betde that thu Ceplt et /
P {chall her fehett/
aAnd meff her the,

rrrbit The beve latte on a brepre:
Schet on / quod the frepre/
@That wolde p ffayne (e.
Pe Het the beyde on the hede/
@hat Tche Tell Doton dede /
JRo fiorther mepthe (che fHce.

rrrhiii The frepre pnto the bolches woent/
Up the berde ot to hent /
Dem thowt het wag well doyn :
The hn{g caft atoey heg howe
Wiheptley anon / ag § trotwe /
dnb toke heg pype anon.

rrriv 48 fone ag the frepre the pype herde /
Ag a mad man he ferd/
Be began to (epe and dang abotwth.
Among the buichys tmale any gret
The E‘rm ffgft wan I:gppe /



tl The bryreg fevat hem pn the faps /
and pn maney an ‘mut%er plays /
That faft he gan to hlede:
De vent heg clothes bep and bep/
Beg tope and fhes Teapulavey /
ann all hes wother wede,

tli The bop lowhe and bleko amonge /
The threpre lepyd pn the holches puys:
4 hopprd wonderley Hhep.
The hop Lepde/ and lowhe withall /
Thes g a tport vepall
JFor a locd to fep.

rlit Atthe laft the epre lefpd op Hrs honde/

4 Tepue/ p hatfe danfed heve all to lange.

3 prey the/ holde the ell/
Pere mey trowt p plept the
Thow [l:%

@hen Tepde the boy anon /
Crepe owie at the derher Tepde /

deytley that thow weie mon.

rliti Che eepre owt off the bollehes went
all to-ragpde / all to-vent/
Toren on euety fepde:
{nneyes had he a clopt

alt not hatfe no hayme ot me.

—




jFfor to wrap heg preveyte /
Breg harneyg oy to Heyde,

tliv Al that dpd the drepre {e/
i exe tfapne toor to tHe/
They went he Had be wod.

i Wihen He cam to Heg wolt /
Dtk hes worney he made no boft/
@o gret nother to fmale,
MBache Toroto pn hert he hade /
Euely man of hem wag drade /
(hen he cam pn to the hall,

tibt The wepfe feyde/ @repre / where halt
thotw beyn ?
Jn co2led plag Lo thenkpt me /
Lekeley be thyne atap.
Dame / p cum fram thepy ton /
The deopll hemleltfe shopcom /
- ¥for no man hem map,

rivii Adith that cam pn the god man/
The wepfte Tepde to hem than /
Bere ps a tolle avaye:
They Ton / that pg lele and deve/
Dact almoft fayn owre Holey Hrepre/
Alag / {che fepde / and welatep.
g



v
-

rivitt The god man fepde / benedicite /

(Aat hapg the hop do tothe ?
- @ellme ‘mitgu‘mt let.
S/ lepdethe ttvepre/ euplimot he {pede/
Be made me dang / magre mey Hedd /
Pn the breyres and bypfches / with
Pay a:-hotote.

rlir The wod man {epde to hem tho /

Thow meptys a be {clapen {o/
That hav byn gret fen.
Ser / Tepde the ttveyre / be wore ladey /
Deg pype went fo meeley /-
bat p coted neuer bien.

[ WWhen Het o toward mz%atbe/
The boy gan hom Hhem dptlh /
Qs het wag hes wone.
d@hen e cam pnto the hall /
Beg ftather can hem call /
and {eyde / com Hether Ton:

li Wibat haft thow do to the tfrepre 7
Tell me withotwte lelyng.
Jtather / e Cepde / yn god fape /
P oyd no thyng to hem to-day /
Bot pypyd to hem a {pryng.




it fdj‘,bal;: pype / quod the xod man / wold p
ere.
God forffend / quod the Ereyre:
That pg an cupll tythyna,
Bys /quod the god man / hy Godys gras.
@%JE ftrepte creped / owt and alag /
and heg handys ded wreyng,

{111 FFfor Goddys (offe / quod the freyre /
- dnd pe well the pype here
pnie e to a poft:
JFfor not p can non othet vedde /
Mot and p dang / y am hot dedde /
MWey leyfe p tehall lofe.

lih Strong topes tbeF hent yn hanbde /
The frweyre on=tell a poft they bond /
Pn medwaed of the hall.
4all that at the foper fatte
Lowhe and had god game att/
Anbfeyne/ the repre fehall not fall:

(% And {eyde/ pype on / god fon/
ddhen that pauer thow welt.
Jtather / He fepde/ fo mot p the /
Pe {chall hatle gret plente.
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{91 dnon ag peuet the prpe went/
There [n]ag on that Eell ode /
Bot then abowt they lepyd:
4all that dyd the pltgpt heve
Cowd not themleltte Kere.

bl The god man od in no vylpypre/
Wut weytheley vog fro heg fopere /
ddith tyabht a god chere.
Som lepyd ooyt the ftoke /
and fom fombelyd yn the fEepie.

{9ili ThHe oosd wepfe cam all beheynde /
and Ethatpzlelg gan {che loke /E .
dthen Uehe Toked on her Ton Fake /
dUeyteley Hee taple Cpake /

And the weynd began to crake.

lir The Erepre wag allmoft bede /
Be ceoked hes hed ageng the poft/
B¢ hab none other gras:
The vopys wrong hem by the Then /
@hat the blod dotne het ran
Jn maney a veyuats plag.

[r The bowe pypyd pnto the frete /

@.th%lepyn atter / all the Hepe /
her nag nat on cowed {fent:




- Thepy van owt of the dot o thei\e/
That pether fell pn others neke/
S0 wepteley thep trepyd.

vt Ther nepbers that diwellyd there ey /
’In places theve thep fat/
They Izp%h ‘mzytzleg ouet the Hache /
S0 wepteley they were to lepe.

[vit TWp they Kact that Het hard /
Bothe leg and peke more:
They ran wepteley / the fopt to fay /
Pnts the ftrete they take the wep /
Som ag nakyd ag thr:y toere hove.

[riii ddbhen they were geveted all abotot /
There wag a gret fchowte
P medwath of the et
Som were lame and meyt not 5o/
aAnd pet they hegan to dang allls
Dn bnnneyﬁ and on fieyt,

(xiv The boy {eyde/ het pg belt to velt.
Prg ﬂ’ﬂtbm: l‘e?tlz /P bﬂihz het heft /
atith a glad chere:
Seps on / fone / when thow welte/
FFlot thes 18 the mery(t feff
That p had thes leyen ey,




B e e iy

(rd Thus whan they hav danled all /
Som [owhe and Hhad nood game /
dand fom had maney a ftall.
ThHow ftals bope / Tepde the Frepre/
P {omon the atfore the amfleyey,

(rh1 Loke thow be there repday /
MWepleltte tehall mete With the there/and
P map
To I.nyz they evand bhe-fforen.
Jake fepde / p make afoue /
P am ag redey ag thow /
Anb thow welt o to-noo0w.

(roii Fhepdaye cam / ag pe map heve/
Bopt Jake and heg fepdame and the
All 1y togedyr met : = [teepre
The pype cam pnto the plag/
@he offeciall ‘wag fet.

Irvinn There wag moche to do/
MWaters mote than on ot to/
- Boypte with preft and with cletke:
Som had tetmentes for to preffe:
and fom tomen / be powr leffe /
Bav trokyg bethekps the legys vn
the vacke,




lrir Cuery man pot foyet heg cag:
Than cam ftorvet Tapiag /
Anb Jakpg fttphame allfo:
The ttrepre Tepde/ to mot p the /
P hafte brototh a bop to the /
What werket mekyll woo,

{rr 1%1? g a gtet negremantiar /
otleyang pgs not feg peve/
7522 mey trowth / F trow
Pre pg a weche / quod hes Tepdame :
Than Her taple be wepthe
Fowd began to blovw,

lrri Som lowhe / withoutyn faple:
And fom Tepde / Dam / fop they taple /
Thow werees all ames.
Dam g quod the offeciall /
Tell forthe they tale /
et not ot all tIJ!ZEL

(rrii The weyfe wag e of a crake/
JRat on worde more {che {pake /
Sehe derlt not fov ntzhm
The ffreyre ifep[ ¢/ To moty the/
?Buy/ tbzﬁ g [onge of the /
Euell mot the {pede,
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tritt The ffreyee Ezghe / Tyt ofteciall /

Thes bop well combyre all /
Bot he he chastyled:

Jiot thes hop hapt a pype

iell make hes dang genep /
Well howre herres hatt.

(rriv The offeciall Tepde / fo mote p the/
That pype well p e
Be tepde / bop / hes bet here s
Pe {eer / be mep ap: |
Anon pype bg a lay
And make all cheve.

[rrh The offectall the pype hent/
and blotw tell hes brow hen bent /
Bot thereof cam no.gle.
Whe offeciall Teyde / thiz pg novwtl; /
Be @God that me dere bwihe /
Pzt pg not worthe a Lelo.

irrhi Be mep Tap / qobd the dveyre/
The hoy can make het pype cleve /
D helfcro yem ov hes mede,
@he otrectall bad the hoy alap.
JRap / qod the @repre / do that awap/
JFlor that p fforhede,

I



{rrbit Pppe on/ qod the offeciall/ and not Cpare.
‘Gi%e ftvepre began to are,
Jake hes pype hent,
dg fone ag Gake began to blow /
All they leppd on a totwe /
dnd tonde abotwt they went.

lrrviil The offeciall had lo gret haft /
That bopt heg (chenpg braft /
dpon a blokyg henbe. |
The cleckys to dang thF hem {ped /
and {om all ther epnke tehed /
danbd {om ther bekes tent,

[rrir And Tom caft thet boky at the wall/
aAnd fom ouet ther Telowyg can ffall /
So weptlep thep leppu.
There wag withowt Lot /?
‘Thep tombplled on a Hhepe/
They vanled all abowthe.

[rrr And pebet the ffrepre crepd otot/
P may no lengoet dang ftor oyt /
P haffe loft halfte mey cod ware
d@bhen py danled pn the thornes.
Som to ctepy they began /
MPWey hoke pg all to-toren:
f
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Som crepd withotot let /
dAnbd fom bad Hhoo, |

[rrri Som lepde Het wag a mod game /
and fom Tepde they were lame/
2 may no leynger Tkeppe :
Som danied {o long/
Tell they Helde owt the townge /
aAnd anethe mept hepe,

{rerii The offeciall bewan to fave /
aAnd {epde / hatte for they hepre/
Stent of the [ag i
aAnd boldeley halke of me
dbhat thow welt hale for thy nle /
P {chall the vevey pay.
ixrriii Then to {tend Jake began:
‘The ofteciall wag a werey man /
MWey trowet p-plept p the.
‘Theg wag a wod gle/
aAnd Tepde the wort that euet they {¢/
JFtot Het wag nere nepth.
lrrriv Then befpake the ofteciall /
ann leptley Gake can call /
Deg pppe he hem Hhent/
anb gafte gfm tr g/




And cuer more heg blelyng /
Jrfor that merey ftet.

[trrh When Gake had that money Hhent /
dAnon homard He went /
Glav thereof wag he:
And affter / p ondetltonde /
Pre wared a wordeley marchande /
A man of gret denve,

[rrrbi Beg tepdame / p dar fap /
Dott neuer after that na¥
JRat wonley uneﬁ neiplefe,
They lotopd togedyr all thre /
Yeg ffather / heg Eepdame / and he /
dfter yn gret epg,

[rrrbii And that they ded / fopt to fap /
ThHo hewyn thzg toke the ey /
ddithotwtyn enegy meg.
JRotw God tbat n?zn ffm: 03 aII/
aAnd dranke aplell and gall /
Bryng them all to they bleg /
That beleuet on the name Jhe.







NOTES ON THE BASYN.

Stanza I.—Gloss, byn, are—ellis, otherwise—spellis, spells,
games—gle, music—gamme, game—ze, ye—mowe, may—here,
hear—soth, truth—Ahym dere, dear to him—samme, together.

St. II.—Gloss. the ton, the one (perhaps a corrupt form
derived from the Sax. thet an )—eyre, heir—wex, waxed, grew
—thoro, through—goddis sande, God’s sending—holde, held,
considered—thozt, thought—cowth, knew—nozt, nought—uwrozt,
wrought, did.

St, ITI.—Gloss. on, one—rywve, readily—withwte, without—
tach, spot, blemish—smache, taste—but zif, but if, unless.

St. IV.—Gloss. zere, year—mycull, much—mnouther, neither
—borde, table—onys, once.

St. V.—Gloss. con thynke, began to think—swefe, sweat—
swynke, labour—baly, belly—neder, nether—spende, spent—be-
lyfe, quickly.

St. VI.—wrech, fellow—sum del, some part—slech, slake, al-
lay—fech, fetch—rech, reck—uwhite, know (?)—Iyte, little.

St. VII. Gloss. fette, fetched—ferd, fared—ubette, better—
lette, stop—fare, goes on—fallis, falls—the, thrive—wete, know.

St. VIII.—Gloss. zet, yet—zede, went—mone, money—ne
myzt, might not— Perdy, by God, par Dieu—eyre, heir,
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St. IX,—Gloss. ne wot, know not—faris, fares—liffe, live—
kynde, nature—sey, say—be, by—sich, such—berys, bears.

St. X.—Gloss. gode, good—curtesse, courteous—imoo, more—
harpys, harps—gytryns, plays on the gitern—/epis, leaps—belife,
immediately-—hame, home—zif, if—gynne, contrivance—wynne,
gain.

St. XI.—Gloss. thozt,thought, mind—tary nozt, tarry nought
—byde, rest.

St. XII.—Gloss. hent, took—fare, go—prive, secret—tbe, an
error of the press for the—fette, fetched—(thu fette I suppose it
should be)—uwith-owtyn lette, without fail—swythe, quick.

St. XIII.—Gloss. hase, has—wverament, truly—mot, may—
sum, some.

St. XIV.—Gloss. tyde, time—at his wife, of his wife—can,
began—glade, gladden—rizt thoo, right then.

St. XV.—Gloss. ston, stone—eton, eat (pl.)—dronken, drank
(pl.)—list, it pleased—gon, to go—con, began (this word is thus
commonly used as an expletive—con wake, 1. €. awoke )—nedis,
needs—wist, knew. '

St. XVI.—Gloss. myzt, might—worde, world—handis, hands
—f7ro, from—twyn, separate—tremeld, trembled—/lever, rather—
¢, hundred—raft, riven.

St. XVIL.—Gloss. chapman, merchant, hawker-—agrevyd,
grieved—thare, there—fay, faith—gif, if.

St. XVITI.—Gloss. upstert, started up—Iette, delay—bette,
better—mysse, ill—felisshippe, fellowship—i-mette, met—be, by
—clepe, call—hye, high—zif, if.




St. XIX.—Gloss. er, before—baly, belly (baly naked, stark
naked)—maistrys, mistress—hase, has—slayked, allayed—raste,
rushed (?)—caste, purposed, intended.

St. XX.—Gloss. son, sun—gise, manner—ire . . ise, 7 —

to, too—be the morow, by morning—thider, thither—_zede, went
—grett, gret, great.

St. XXI.—Gloss. can se, began to se—ze, ye—foule mot,
foul may—froo, from—brayde, start—leyde, laid—furst, first,

St. XXII.—Gloss. halle-dure, hall-door—erth, earth—shevell,
shovel—thaym, them—folis, fools—saw, saying—assay, try if it
were so—unneth, scarcely—fere, fear—hym thozt, it seemed
to him.

St. XXTII.—Gloss. speciall, sweetheart—towte, backside—
hengett, hung—non sich, none such,

St. XXIV.—Gloss. godeman. goodman—stounde, moment—
feliship, fellowship—be cocks wounde, a corruption of by God's
wounds—chese, choose—fay, faith—mone, money—Iese, lose.

St. XXV.—Gloss. charmyd, charmed—thaim fro, from them
—contre, country—thoo, then—levyd, left—Ilewtnesse, lewdness
ware, cautious—Ulevyd, lived—ioyes_fyfe, five joys.

L. 8. ioyes fyfe. The five joys of the Virgin Mary are the
subject of a multitude of old English songs and poems.




NOTES ON THE FRERE AND THE BOY.

St. I.—Gloss. deyde, died—aysell, vinegar—Ileyffe, life—
lesten, listen—tent, attend.

L. 3, 6. In this ballad, which has been taken down from me-
mory and recitation, the substitution of words of a somewhat si-
milar meaning, for those which had been in the original, has often
spoilt the rhyme. Tlere, for blame and talke, W.de Worde’s copy
gives correctly bale and tale.

The modern copy places the scene of the tale in Lancashire—

¢ An honest man in Lancashire,
Two wives he did enjoy.

Now by the first it doth appear
He had a pretty boy,

With rosy cheeks and curled hair
His eye-brows something sad,

And if the truth I do declare,
He was a pretty lad.”

St. IT.—Gloss. thes, this—contre, country—wy/ffes, wives—
be proseys, by process—bey, by—hapey, happy, lucky—partev,
pretty—heynde, lad—corteys, cuurtenus——qunde, kind.

L. 1. ¢ dwelled a husbonde in my c¢.” W.

L. 5—7 for these three lines, W. has




% That was a good sturdy ladde,
And an happy hyne.”

St. ITI,—Gloss. #es, his—lowued, loved—hen, him—bot, but
——dell, bit—y, I—thenke, think—sche, she—thowth, thought—
be the rode, by the rood, by the cross—eney, any—ayder, either
—imet, meat—dreynke, drink.

St. IV.—Gloss. soyt, sooth—ynowh, enough—afforst, thirsty
—hewyl, evil—mot, may—ded, caused—{fer, far—dorst, durst.

L. 3. ¢ but evermore of the worste.” W,

afforst.—A provincial form of a-thirst. In Piers Ploughman
(the MS. of Trin. Coll. Camb. B. 15. 17), the first line of an

alliterative couplet 15—
¢ a-fingred and a-first,”

¢. e. a-hungred and a-thirst, hungry and thirsty. In the MS.
of the Cursor Mundi in Trin. Coll. Library, the word a-first
for a-thirst also occurs, as well as in the Harleian copy of the
English romance of Horn, printed by Ritson, (v. 1115.)—

¢ Horn set at grounde,

Him thohte he wes y-bounde,
He seide, Quene, so hende,

To me hydeward thou wende,
Thou shench us with the vurste,
The beggares bueth afurste.”

Where Ritson, ridiculously enough (because unmeaningly), ex-
| Elains afurste by at first. In the Cambridge cepy, earlier and
etter than the Harleian, the passage stands thus :—

“ Horn sat upon the grunde,
Him thuzte he was i-bunde,

a.



He sede, Quen, so hende,
To me-ward thu wende,
~ Thu zef us with the furste,
The beggeres beoth of thurste.”

St. V.—Gloss. poot, put—bow, boy—wes, wis, know—=/et, it
—corsed lade, cursed lad—hem, him,
In W, this stanza is given as follows :—

¢ The good wyfe to her husbonde gan saye,
I wolde ye wolde put this boye awaye,
And that ryght soone in haste ;
Truly he is a cursed ladde,
I wolde some other man hym had,
That wolde hym better chaste.’

St. VI.—Gloss. god, good—soyt, sothe, truth—dam, dame—
beyde, bide—thes they, this three—tell, till—powyere, power—
wenne, win, gain,

L. 4. ¢ this yere,” W. ;

L. 5. ¢ Tyll he be more strongere,” W.

St. VII.—Gloss. haffe, have—ffreke, fellow—felde, field—
kepys, keeps—net, cattle—slepts, sleeps—skelde, shield.

L. 6. ¢ To kepe our beestes yf he may,” W,

St. VIII.—Gloss. weyfe, wife—sere, sir—het, it—ILeytell,
little—prest, ready, speedy.

St. IX.—Gloss. hes, his—yaffe, gave—ynow, enough—fforet,
forth—deyner, dinner—bare, bore, brought.

¢ Of no man he had no care,
But sung ¢ hey howe, awaye the mare,’




And made joye ynough ;
Forth he wente, truly to sayne,
Tyll he came to the playne,
Hys dyner forth he drough.” W,

St. X.—Gloss. bade, bad—gey, joy—pot, put—op, up—
mey, my—lowys, loves—bowth, bought—thes, this—bane, bone.

St. XI.—Gloss. hell, hill—set, sat—an, a—wold, old—hem,
him—oyer, (?)—be, by—good, God—god sone, good son—be
mey ffey, by my fay, by my faith.

L. 4. ¢ Sone, he sayde, God the se!
Syr, welcome mote ye be,
The lytell boye gan saye.” W,

St. XII.—Gloss. wolde, old—honger, hunger—oney, any—
mett, meat—gyffe, give—cheylde, child—saffe, save.

St. XIII.—Gloss. merey, merry—yessee, easy—yete, eat—
yes, ease—godamarsey, God thank you,

St. XIV.—Gloss. they, the—geffe, given—geffe, give—yeftes,
gifts—thre, three—bow, boy—berdes, birds—schete, shoot.

St, XV,—Gloss. bawy, boy—onder, under—lawe, laughed—
peype, pipe—leyte, little—reythe, right.

Between the last stanza and this in the edition of W, de
Worde we have the following, which seems to have been omitted
in the MS. by an oversight,

¢ A bowe, sone, I shall the gyve
That shall last the all thy lyve,
And ever a lyke mete,
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Shote therin whan thou good thynke,
For yf thou shote and wynke,
The prycke thow shalte hytte.’

L. 1. ¢ Whan he the bowe in honde felte,” W,
L. 3. ¢ Lowde than he lough,” W.
L. 6. ¢ Than were I gladde ynough,” W,

St. XVI.—Gloss. peype, pipe—hafe, have—trow not, true
note—doe, do—here, hear—stere, stir—bot, but.
L. 2. ¢ true musyke,” W,

St. XVII.—Gloss. thothe, third—gefe, give—ihrey, three—
lowhe, laughed.
The sixth line of this stanza, in W. is ¢ I wyll desyre no more.’

St. XVIII.—Gloss. pleyte, plight—heite, named, promised—
;e_y, say—nou, now—se, see-—bowye, boy—{ffeythe, faith—ffull,
oul.

St. XIX.—Gloss. mey, my—geffe, gives—awth, ought, any
thing—bowth, bought—_teyme, tlme-—-fﬂk_ys, looks—welde, would
—meythe, might—plas, place.

St. XX.—Gloss. sey, said—tho, then—begen, begm—-hﬂm-
selffe, themselves—stere, stir.
L. 6. ¢ But laugh on a rowe,” W, erroneously.

St. XXI.—Gloss. meythe, might—saffe, save—bowe, boy—
neythe, night.

L. 3. ¢ I take my leve at the,” W.

St. XXII.—Gloss. ke drowe, it drew—neythe, night—homard,
homeward—reythe, right—ordenans, ordinance—bestes, beasts—
gon, gan, began.




St. XXIII.—Gloss. thos, thus—thorow, through——towyn,
town—sowne, sound—yeverychone, ever each one, every one—
hom, home.

L. 3. ¢ Into his faders close,” W,

L. 6. ¢ Into his faders hall he gose,” W.

St. XXIV.—Gloss. hes, his—sopere, supper—non, for anon
—toke, gave,

In repeating this stanza, two have been clumsily thrown into
one. In the more modern copy of W. de Worde, which has
l:ieen printed from a more correct manuscript, the two are given
thus :—

¢ His fader at his souper sat,
Lytell Jacke espyed well that,
And sayd to him anone,
Fader, I haue kepte your nete,
I praye you gyue me some mete,
I am an hongred, by Saynt Jhone.

¢ I have sytten metelesse

All this daye kepynge your beestes,
My dyner feble it was.

His fader toke a capons wynge,

And at the boye he gan it flynge,
And badde hym ete apace.’

St. XXV.—Gloss. greued, grieved—hert, heart—sare, sore—
en, in.
ot 2,3. ¢ As 1 tolde you before,
She stared hym in the face.” W,

LG ¢ It range over all the place.” W,
St. XXVI.—Gloss. lowhe, laughed—god, good—weppyd,
h.

—



E’E]}t—-—wefde, would—wyll, well—wyt, know—thes, this—beyn,
een.

L. 2. ¢ waxed red for” W. L. 4. ¢well I wote.” W. L,6.
©asithad.” W,

St. XXVIL.—Gloss. corsedley, cursedly—lokyd, looked—
hem, him—tho, then—nortored, nurtured, bred—well, will—
mey, my—pelet, pellet—ffle, fly.

L. 3. ¢She was almoost rente,] W, Where the sixth line
rhyming to this is, ¢ In fayth or ever she stynte ¥’

St. XXVIIIL.—Gloss. lowe, laughed—foll, full—schorow,
sorrow—dam, dame—they, thy— ffeye, fay, faith—gere, geer.
L. 1, 2. ¢ The boy sayde unto his dame,
Tempre thy bombe, he sayd, for shame.” W.

St. XXIX.—Gloss. ffreyre, friar—ley, lie—neythe, night—
lowyd, loved—ua-reythe, aright. |
St. XXX.—Gloss. bowe, boy—corsed, cursed—cnaffe, knave,
lad—nonys, occasion—deys, does—mekyll, much— 1Y, I,
L. 1,2. ¢ Wee have a boye within, y wys,
A shrewe for the nones he is.” W,

St. XXXTI.—Gloss. methe, meet— ffelde, ﬁ.eld-*bet, beat—

forgeyt, forget.

L. 4. ¢1I shall hym bete.” W.
T.. 6. ¢ He dooth me moche shame.” W.

St. XXXII.—Gloss. y ffey, in faith—boys, boy is—beche,
bitch—/halde, hold—weche, witch—bethe, beat—bake, back—
seyde, side—irost, trust :

In W. this stanza is given thus :—

¢ T trowe the boye be some wytche.’
Quod the frere, ¢ I shall hym teche,




Have thou no care;
I shall hym teche, yf I may.’
Quod the wyfe, ¢ I the praye,
Do hym not spare.’

L. 5. The words should evidently be thus arranged, to preserve
the rhyme, ¢ I well hem bake and seyde bethe.”

St. XXXIII.—Gloss. cheylde, child—roys, rose—sone, soon
—goys, goes—hes, his—dreyffe, drive—leppyd, leapt—zatt, gate
—uwende, weened, thought—I/athe, late—fforthe, forth (fast, W.)
bleythe, blithe,

St. XXXIV.—Gloss. Geynkyn, the diminutive of Jack—
[fonde, found—echone, each one, every one—geffe, give.

L. 2. Geynkyn. kyn, used thus in terminations, is merely a
diminutive, and makes the term sometimes one of endearment,
sometimes of familiarity, and even of vulgarity, as in the Turna-
ment of Tottenham. Hence Jack and Jenkyn may be used in-
discriminately of the same person. Inthe Turnament of Totten-
ham we have Hawkyn (i.e. Halkyn) for Henry, Tymkyn for
Timothy, Dawkyn for David, Perkyn for Peter, Jeynkyn (as
here) for John.

L. 3. ¢ Dryvynge his beestes all alone.” W.

St. XXXV.—Gloss. bot, but, unless—askowse, excuse—the,
thee—a-bey, make amends—y till the, 1 tell thee—leenger,
longer—well, will—heylde, aileth—pethe, pity—heyldes, ayleth—
cheyde, chide.

¢ But yf thou canst excuse the well,
By my trouth bete the I wyll,
I will'no lenger abyde.’




Quod the boye, ¢ what eyleth the ?
My dame fareth as well as ye:
What nedeth ye to chyde?” W.

St. XXX VI.—Gloss. well, will—wet, know—berdys, birds—
schete, shoot—allsco, also—seyst, seest—set, sitting—schett, shoot
—geff, give. |

L. 6. 1 suppose the scribe has intended to write, ¢ And geff
her the to.”” 'W. has a different rhyme—

¢ And other thynge withall ?
Syr, he sayd, though I be lyte,
Yonder byrde wyll I smyte,

And give her the I shall.

St. XXXVII.—Gloss. berde, bird—breyre, briar—schet, shoot
—{freyre, friar—j{fayne, fain, gladly—het, hit—hede, head—scte,
she—dede, dead—{forther, farther—meythe, might—iflee, fly.

St. XXXVIII.—Gloss. bosches, bushes—hent, take—hem
thowt, him thought, it seemed to him—doyn, done—hes, his—
wheytley, truely. -

| Bt ¢ He thought it best for to done.

Jacke toke his pype and began to blowe,
Then the frere, as I trowe,
Began to daunce soone.” W.

St. XXXIX.—Gloss, sone, soon—dans, dance—abowth,
about.
L. 2. ¢ Lyke a wood man.” W,
L. 4. ¢ The breres scratched hym in the face,
And in money an other place,
That the blode brast out.,” W.




St. XL.—Gloss. scrat, scratched—{ffays face—wother, other
—plays, place—bey and bey, by and by—wede, weeds, garments.
W. gives the stanza as follows :—

¢ And tare his clothes by and by,
His cope and his scapelary,
And all his other wede.
He daunced amonge thornes thycke,
In many places they dyde hym prycke,
That fast gan he blede.’

St. XLI.—Gloss. amonge, (see note to St. I. of the Nut-
browne Mayd )—yus, I wis, I know—a, he—hoppyd, hopped—
wonderley, wonderfully—#ey, high—reyall, royal.

St. XLII.—Gloss. leffyd, lifted—op, up—a, he—y, I—fo
lange, too long—prey, pray—stell, still—mey trowt, my trouth
—pleyt, plight—{ferther, further—seyde, slde-—wfytfe vy, truly.,

ese two last stanzas are thus printed by Wynkyn de

Worde :—

¢ Jacke pyped and laughed amonge,

The frere amonge the thornes was thronge,
He hopped wunders hye;

At the last he held up his honde,

And sayd, ¢ I have daunced so longe,
That I am lyke to dye.

Gentyll Jacke, holde thy pype styll,
And my trouth I plyght the tyll,
1 will do the no woo.’
Jacke sayd in that tide,
¢ Frere, skyppe out on the ferder syde,
Lygntly that thou were goo.””




St. XLIIL.—Gloss. bossches, bushes—to-ragyde, torn in rags
—to-rent, torn to pieces—*foren, torn—unneyes, (for unnethes)
scarcely—cloyt, clout—preveyte, privity—heyde, hide.

L. 5. ¢ His bely for to wrappe aboute.” W.

St. XLIV.—Gloss. went, thought—be, been—wod, mad.
W. gives the three first lines of this stanza, which our scribe
has omitted :

¢ The breres had hym scratched so in the face,
And many an other place,
He was all to-bledde with blode.’

St. XLV.—Gloss. wost, host—gorney, journey—bost, boast
—nother, nor—drade, frightened.

L. 3. ¢ His clothes were rente all.” W. A reading much
inferior to that of the manuscript.

St. XLVI.—Gloss. weyfe, wife, woman—corsed plas, cursed
place—thenkyt me, it seems to me—Iekely, likely, probably—
[ffram, from—dewyll, devil—owyrcom, overcome.

L. 2. ¢Inan evyll place I wene.” W,

L. 4. ¢1I have ben with thy sone.” W,

St. XLVII.—Gloss. god man, good-man—{folle, foul—leffe,
beloved—Ahaet, has—holey, holy.

St. XLVIII.—Gloss. hays, has—do, done—Iet, hindrance,
delay—mot, may—dans, dance—magre, maugre, in spite of—
mey hedd, my head—breyres, briars—bysches, bushes—hay a-
bowte, hey about. ,

L. 6. W. de Worde’s edition has here what the rhyme re-
quires, “ Amonge the thornes, ¢ hey go bette.”” Ritson observes
thereupon, ¢ The name, it is probable, of some old dance. To
¢ dance hey go mad,’ is still a common expression in the north,”




Our copy has evidently been taken from the recitation of some
one in whose part of the ﬂountr}f the song ¢ hey about’ was more
popular than ¢ hey go bette.’

St. XLIX.—Gloss. meytys, mightest—a, have—be, been—
sclayen, slain—byn, been—gret, gleat—sen sin—awore, our—
ladey, lady—merely, merrily—cowd, could—blen, desist, stop.

St. L.—Gloss. het, it—drow, drew—neythe, night—dyth,
dight—uwone, habitude—can, began—/hether, hither.
L. 2, 3. ¢ The boye came home full ryght,
As he was wont to do.” W,
L. 6. ¢ And badde hym to come hym to.” W,

St. LI.—Gloss. lesyng, falsehood—{faye, faith.
W. alone has preserved the first line of this stanza :—¢ Boye,
he sayd, tell me here.’

St. LIT.—Gloss. fforffend, forbid, ward off—tythyng, tiding
—gys, yes—gras, grace—creyed, cryed—ded, did—wreyng,
wring.

St. LIII.—Gloss. loffe, love—well, will—here, hear—can,
know—redde, advice, counsel—bot and, unless—bat but—/eyfe,
life.

L. 6. ¢ Well I wote my lyfe is lost.” W.

St. LIV.—Gloss. hent, took—on-tell, unto—medward, midst
—soper, supper—/lowhe, laughed—uatt, for ther-att.

St. LV.—Gloss. yaver, ever—welt, wilt—mot y the, may I
thrive—gret plente, great plenty.

This stanza, which here has been so mangled in the recitation,
1s given as follows by Wynkyn de Worde :—



¢ Than sayd the good man,
Pype on good sone,

Hardely, whan thou wylle.
Fader, he sayd, so mote I the,
Have ye shall y-nough of gle,

Tyll ye bydde me be styll.”

St. LVI—Gloss. yever, ever—nas, was not (ne was)—on, one
stell, still—stere, stir.

¢« As soon as Jacke the pype hent,
All that there were verament,
Began to daunce and lepe:
Whan they gan the pype here,
They myght not themselfe stere,
But hurled on an hepe.” W

St. LVIIL.—Gloss. stod, stood—dyspyre, despair—ros, rose—
firo, from—ower, over—stombelyd, stambled—ffeyre, fire,

‘ The good man was in no dyspayre,
But lyghtly lepte out of his chayre,
All with a good chere ;
Some lepte over the stocke,
Some stombled at the blocke,
And some fell flatte in the fyre.’

St. LVITI.—Gloss. beheynde, behind—weynd, wind—crake,
crack.
¢ The good man had grete game,
How they daunced all in same;
The good wyfe after gan steppe,
Evermore she kest her eye at Jacke,
And fast her tayle began to cracke,
Lowder than they coude speke.” W,




St. LIX.—Gloss. croked, twisted (?)—hed, head—agens,
against—gras, grace—ropys, ropes—wrong, wrung—sken, skin
—deyvars plas, divers place.

L. 1. ¢The frere hymselfe was almoost lost, For knock-
ynge.” W,

L. 4. ¢ Rubbed hym under the chynne.” W,

St. LX.—Gloss. bowe, boy—nas nat, ne was not—on, one—
cowed, could—stent, desist—dor, door—theke, thick—yether,
either—yn, on—neke, neck—weytely, cleverly—trepyd, tripped.

L. 6. ¢ So pretely out they wente.,” W,

St. LXI.—Gloss. neybers, neighbours—abey, by—hache, hatch.

¢ Neyghbours that were fast by,
Herde the pype go so meryly,
They ranne into the gate;
Some lepte over the hatche,
They had no time to draw the latche,
They wende they had come to late.” W.

St. LXII.—Gloss. hard, heard—yeke, eke, also—soyt, sooth.

¢ Some laye in theyr bedde,
And helde up theyr hede,
- Anone they were waked :
Some sterte in the waye,
Truly as I you saye,
Stark bely naked.” W,
St. LXIII.—Gloss. gedered, gathered—medward, midst—
meyt, might— hondeys, hand—{feyt, feet.
L. 2. ¢I wys there was a grete route, Dauncyngein the,” W,
St. LXIV.—Gloss. seys, cease—welte, wilt—meryst, merriest
—fest, feast (“ fytte,) W.)—seyen, seven—eyr, year,
f.




St. LXV.—Gloss. ffals, false—somon, summon—affore, be-
fore.

L. 1. ¢ They daunced all in same,” W. which gives the last
two lines thus:—

¢ Here I somon the that thou appere
Before the offycyall.’
St. LXVI.—Gloss. ffreyday, Friday—meyselffe, myself—
sey, say, tell—be-fforen, before—afoue, avow—avelt, wilt.
L. 3. ¢ Forto ordeyne the sorowe.” W,

St. LXVIL.—Gloss. boyt, both—plas, place—offeciall, offi-
cial.
‘L. 2. ¢Jackes stepdame and the frere
Togeder there they mette ;
Folke gadered a grete pase,
To here every mannes case.” W,

St, LXVIII.—Gloss. moche, much—maters, matters—on, one
—boyte, both—prest, priest—testmentes, testaments— preffe,
prove—ffomen, women—/effe, leave—bethekys, betwixt—/legys,
legs. -

gL. 5. ffomen. This change ofw for fis very curious: but I
have noticed a similar exchange of letters at an earlier period in
the following passage of a semi-Saxon herbal and medical trea-
tise of the end of the twelfth or beginning of the thirteenth cen-
tury, (MS. Harl. Ne. 6258 B, fol. 82 v°). It informs us of the
medical virtues of the flesh, head, eye, and milk of the wolf.

¢« Medicina Lupo.

“ Wi deofol scocnesse and wid yfele ge-sihpe. fulfes flesc.
wel ge-tawod and ge-soden syle etan. pam pe pearf sy. pa scinlac
ba hym @r ®tiwdan. ne ge-un-stillap hy hine. To slepe. fulfes
heafod lege under pane pule. se un-hala sleped. fah hrot on weg




to done. ge-nim fulfes sy yrpre eage. and hyt to-sting. and
wrype to pan eagon. hit ge-wanap per sar. glf hyt gelomelice
par mid ge-smyred bys. Se wifman pat habbz dead bearn on
innope. gif heo drinced fulfune meoluc mid wine ge-menged.
ge-lice efne sona hyt haled.”

The literature of the period of the breaking up of the Saxon,
that is from the middle of the twelfth to the middle of the thir-
teenth century, deserves, for the sake of the language, more atten-
tion than has been hitherto given to it. I hope soon to see pub-
lished the first volume of Sir Frederick Madden’s Layamon,
which will furnish abundant materials for the poetry of that
period ; there exists in manuscript an immense mass of materials
for the prose.

St. LXIX,—Gloss. pot, put—fforet, forth—hes cas, his case
—browth, brought—werket, works—imekyll, much.

L. 2. ¢ Frere Topyas.” W.

L. 4. ¢ Syr offyciall, sayd he.” W.

St. LXX.—Gloss. negremansar, necromancer— Horleyans,
Orleans—wech, witch—be weythe, by truth,

L. 4. ¢ e is a wytche, quod the wyfe:

Than, as I shall tell you blythe,
Lowde coude she blowe.” W.

The rhymes wyfe and blythe here, are not much better than
stepdame and weythe, but in the earlier popular poetry f'and ¢4
wTre allowed to thyme together, as also nd and ng and some
others,

St. LXXT.—Gloss. ffayle, fail—werecs, works—ames, amiss
—let, desist.

St. LXXII.—Gloss. fferd, afraid—crake, crack—derst, durst
—Ilonge, on account of-—mot, may.



St. LXXIII.—Gloss. combyre, encumber, confuse—but, un-
less—hayt, has—dans, dance—genep, —howre, our,
L..8. ¢ But yf ye may him chaste;
Syr, he hath a pype truly,
Wyll make you daunce and lepe on hye.” W,

St. LXXIV.—Gloss. hes, hast—het it—ye, yea—scer, sir.
Afier this stanza, Wynkyn de Worde’s copy differs entirely
from the MS. and ends very briefly—

¢ The offycyall sayd, so mot I the,
That pyye wolde I fayne se,
And knowe what myrth that he can make.
Mary, God forbede, than sayd the frere,
That he sholde pype here,
Afore that I hens the way take,

Pype on, Jacke, sayd the offycyall,
I wyll here now how thou canst playe.
Jacke blewe up, the sothe to saye,

And made them soone to daunce all
The offycyall lepte over the deske,
And daunced aboute wonder faste,

Tyll bothe his shynnes he all to brest,
Hym thought it was not of the best;
Then cryed he unto the chylde,
To pype no more within this place,
But to holde styll, for Goddes grace, .
And for the love of Mary mylde.

Than sayd Jacke to them echone,
If ye wolde me graunte with herte fre,




That he shall do me no vylany,
Bot hens to departe even as I come.

Therto they answered all anone,
And promysed him anone ryght,
In his quarell for to fyght,

And defende hym from his fone,

Thus they departed in that tyde,
The offycyall and the sompnere,
His stepdame and the frere,
With great joye and moche pryde.’

St. LXXV,—Gloss. hent, took—blow, blew—tell, till—hen,
in (V)—gle, music—nowth, nought—bwthe, bought—sclo, sloe.

St. LXXVI.—Gloss. ¢od, quod, said—bescro, beshrew—
mede, reward—asay, assay, try.

St. LXXVII. Gloss. not spare, spare not—hent, took—sone,
soon— G ake, Jack—ronde, round.

St. LXXVIII.—Gloss. hast, haste—boyt, both—schenys,
shins—brast, burst, broke—apon, upon—-blokys, blocks—hende,
end—eynke, ink—sched, shed, spilled—bekes, books.

St. LXXIX.—Gloss. boky[s] books—ffelowys, fellows, com-
panions—can, began—abowthe, about.

St. LXXX.—Gloss. yever, ever—lengger, longer—soyt, sooth
—crey, cry—to-toren, torn to pieces.

St. LXXXI.—Gloss. skeppe, skip—townge, tongue—anethe,
scarcely—meyt, might—hepe, hop.

St. LXXXTI.—Gloss. heyre, hire—stent, desist, stop—haske,
ask—welt, wilt—gle, music—redey, readily.



S. LXXXIII.—Gloss. stend, stop—werey, weary—mey trowet,
my troth—y-pleyt, plight—nere, near—neyth, night.

L. 3. Should evidently be ¢mey trowet y the y-pleyt,’ to
rhyme with the sixth line.

St. LXXXIV.—Gloss. leytley, lightly—fet, fit.

St. LXXXV.—Gloss. homard, homeward—wordeley, rich,
worthy.

St. LXXXVI.—Gloss. dorst, durst—nat, not—wonley, only
—desplese, displease—/lowyd, lived—eys, ease.

St. LXXXVII.—Gloss. ded, did—soyt¢, sooth, truth—tho, to
hewyn, heaven—imes, miss—os, us—they bles, thy bliss—beleuet,
believes,
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