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THE
GENUINE HISTORY

GF THE

" Good Devil of Woodftock.,

iy i S i R W LT T~ i N

Being a particular account of the flrangeand
Surprifing ArpariTions, and works of
SeiriTs which happened in the Months of
October and November, in the year of our
Lord Chrift, 1649. When the Honourable
Commuffioners for furveying the faid Manor,
fat and remained there. Collelled and atteft-
ed by themfelues. '

— e ——

IN times when a general knowledge of the Scien-

ces pervade mankind, we hope it may not be con-
fidered improper to fhew the weaknels of our an-
ceftors, in allowing their under{tandings to fo red.
dily give way to a belief in fupernatural caufes.
However our public amulements tend to expole
the arts by which the learned few impofed upon

A e their
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their contemporaries : the Phantalmagoria having
a wonderful effeét on the powers of the mind, and
convinces me that all fupernatural appearances have
been produced by men mifufing fcience, to delude
and terrify the multitude, by an unmanly and un-
juft deprivation of their natural reafon, in order to
attain their own purpofes. The following ftory
will elucidate this remark, and give flrength to the
juftice of it: when we confider, that (o lately as
1649. fix gentlemen appointed as Commiflioners
irom Oliver Cromwell, to furvey the manor of
Woodftoc k, were {o grofsly impofed upon by the
pratice of a little natural philofophy, and chemil-
try, as to belicve themfelves {urrounded by evil
{pirits ; and under the influence ot this deception
Jeft the place, convinced that nothing but {uper-
natural powers could have produced fuch caufes.

The Honourable the Commiflioners arrived at
Woodftock manor houfe O&tober the 13. and took
up their refidence in the Kings own rooms. His
Majefty’s bed-chamber they made their kitchen,
the council-hall their pantry, and the prefence.
chamber was the place where they fat for the dif-
patch of bufinels: His Majefty’s dining-room they.
made their wood yard, and flow’d it with no other
wood but that ot the tamous royal oak, from the
high park : which, that nothing might be lett wil:h

the
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the name of the king about it, they had d.'ug up by
the roots, and {plit and bundled up into taggots for
their firing, .

Otteber, 16. This day they firft fat for the dil-
patch ofbufinefs. In the midft of their firlt debate,
there entered a large black dog (as they thought)
which made a terrible howling, overturned two or
three of their chairs, and doing fome other damage,
went under the bed, and there gnawed the cords :
the door this while continued conftantly fhut, when
after fome two or three hours, Giles Sharp their
{ecretary, looking under the bed, perceived that
the creature was vanithed, and that a plate of meat
which one of the fervants had hid there was un-
touched, and (hewing this to their honours, they
were all convinced there could be no real dog con-
ceraed in the cale, the {aid Giles allo depaﬁ:d on
oath, that to his certain knowledge there was not,

Oétober, 17. As they were this day fitting at
dinner in a iower room, they heard plainly the noife
of perfons walking over their heads, though they
well knew the doors were all locked, and there
could be none there; preflently after they heard
alfo all the wood of the kings oak brought by par.
cels from the dining room, and thrown with great
violence into the prelence chamber ; asalfo, the
chairs, ftools, tables, and other turniture forcibly

A g hurled
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hurled about the room : their own papers of the
minutes of their tranfations torn, and the ink-
glals broken. When all this had fometime ceafed,
the faid Giles propofed firlt to enter into thele
rooms, and in prefence of the Commiflioners, of
whom he received the key, he opened the doors,
and entering, with their honours following him,
he there tound the wood ftrewed about the room,
the chairs toffed about and broken, the papers torn,
and the ink-glafs breken over them, all as they had
heard ; yet no footfteps appeared of any perfon
whatever being there, nor had the doors ever been
opened to admit or let out any perfons fince their
honours were laft there. It was therelore voted
Nem Con that the perfon who did this mifchief
could have entered no other way than at the key.
hole of the faid doors.

In the night following this fame day, the faid
Giles and two others of the Commiflioners fervants
as they were in bed in the fame room with their
honours, had their beds feet lifted up fo much
higherthan their heads, that they expeéted to have
their necks broken ; and then they were let fall at
once with fuch violence as fhook them up from
the bed at a good diftance, gnd this was repeated
many times, their honours being amazed lpetta-

tors of it. In the morning the bedfteads were found
crack’d
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crack’d and broken: and the faild Giles and his
fellows declared they were fore to the bones with
the tofling and jolung of their beds.

Ottober, 19. As they were all in bed together,
the candles were blown out with a {ulphurous {mell,
and inftantly many tienchers of wood were hurled
about the room ; and one of them putting his head
above the cloaths, had not lefs than fix forcibly
thrown at him, which wounded him very greviouf-
ly. In the morning the trenchers were all found
lying about the room, and were obferved to be the
fame they had eaten on the day before, none being
tound remaining in the pantry,

Oéttober, 20. This night the candles were put
out as before, the curtains of the bed in which
their honours lay, were drawn to and fro many
times with great violence ; their honours received
many cruel blows, and were much bruifed belide
with eight great pewter difhes, and three douzen
wooden trenchers which were thrown on the bed,
and heard afterwards rolling about the room.

Many times allo this night, they heard the forci-
ble fzlling ot 1nany faggots by their bed-fide, but
in the morning no faggots were found there; no
difhies nor trenchers were there feen neither; and
the atorelaid Giles attells, that by their different

arranging
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arranging in the pantry, they had afluredly becn
taken thence, and after put there again.

Ottober, 21, The keeper of their ordinary
and his bitch lay with them thr.s night, they had
no difturbance.

October, 22. Candles put outas before. They
had the faid bitch with them again, but were not
by that proteéted : the bitch made a very pitious
ery, the cloaths ot their bed were all pull’d off,
and the bricks without any wind, were thrown off
the chimney-tops into the middle ot the room.

Oétober, 24. The candles put out as before,
The cuortains of the bed in the drawing room were
forcibly drawn many times, the wood thrown
about as before, a terrible crack like thunder was
heard; and one of the fervants running to fee if
his maller was not killed, found at his return three
dozen of trenchers laid fmoothly upon his bed un-

der the quilt

Ofobe-, 26. The beds were fhaken as before,
the windows feemed all broken to pieces and the

glafs fell in valt quantities all about the room. I

the morning they found the windows all whole,
but the floor {trewed with broken glafs; which they

gathered and laid by,
Oétober,
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O&tober, 29. At midnight candles went out as
betore, fomething walked majeftically through the
room and opened and fhut the window, great {tones
were throwr violently into the room, fome where-
off fell on the beds, others on the floor; and at
about a quarter after one, a noife was heard as of
forty cannon difcharged together, and again re-
peated at about eight minutes diftance. This

‘alarmed and raifed all the neighbourhood, who
‘coming into their honours room, gathered up the
 great {tones, fourfcore in number, many of them
like common pebbles and boullers, and laid them
Iby where they are to be feen to this day, at a cor-
'ner of the adjoining field. This noile like the dif-
‘charge of cannon was heard thro’ all the country
for fixteen miles round. During thele noifes which
‘were heard in both rooms together, both the Com-
'miflioners and their fervants gave one another over
for loft, and cryed out help; and Giles Sharp
‘fnatching up a fword, had nigh killed one of their
honours, taking him for the fpirit, as he came in

'his fhirt into the room. While they were toge-

‘ther the noife was continued, and part of the tiling

‘of the houle, and all the windows ol an upper
'room were taken away with it,

October, go. = At midnight fomething walked
into the chamber treading like a bear, it walked

many
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many times about, then threw the warming-pan
violently on the floor, and fo bruifed it that it was
fpoiled ; valt quantities of glafs were now thirown
about the room, and vaft quantities of horfes bones
and great flones thrown in; thele were all found
in the morning, and the floor, beds, and wails

were all much damaged by the violence they were
thrown,

November, 1, Candles were placed in all parts
ot the room, and a great fire made. At midnight
the candles all yet burning, a noife like the burft
of a cannon was heard in the room, and the burn-
ing billets were tofled all over the room and about
the beds, that had noet their honours called in
Giles and his fellows, the houfe had been affuredly
burnt, an hour after the candles went out as ufual
the crack of many ¢annon were heard, and many
pails full of green flinking water were thrown on
their honours in bed, graat flones were alfo thrown
in as before, the bed-curtains and bedfteads torn
and brokén. The windows were now all really
broken and the whole neighbourbood alarmed witk
the noifes, nay, the very rabbit [tealers that were
abroad that night in the warren, were [o frighten-
ed at the difmal thundering, that they fled for fear
and left their ferrets behind them.

One



AR LR

One of their honours this night fpoke, and in the
name of god afked what it was, and why it difturb-
ed them fo. No anfwer was given to this, but the
noile ceafed for awhile, when the {pirit came again,
and as they 2ll agreed, brought with it feven devils
worfe than itfelt. One of the fervants now lighted
a large candle and fet it'in the door way between
the two chambers to fee what pafled; and as he
watched he plainly faw a hoot ftriking a candle.-
ftick into the middle of the room, and afterwards
making three fcrapes over the fnuff of the candle
to fcrape it out : upon this the fame peafant was fo
bold as to draw a {word, but he had fcarce got it
out when he perceived another invifible hand had
hold of it, and at length prevailing ftruck him {o
violently on the head with the pummel that he fell
down for dead with the blow. At thisinflant was
heard another burft like the difcharge of a broad-
fide of a fhip of war, and at about two minutes
diftance each, no lefs than nineteen more fuch;
thefe fhook the houfe fo violently that they ex-
pectted every moment 1t would fall upon their heads.
The neighbours on this were all alarmed and run-
ning to the houfe they all joined in prayers and
pfalm finging, during which the noife flill conti-
nued in the other rooms, and the difcharge of can-
non without, though no one was there,

We



{ 432 )

We fhall conclude our relation of this event, by
obferving that though tricks have been often played
in affairs ot this kind, many of thefe things are not
reconcileable to juggling; fuch as 1ft: The loud
n<ifes made beyond the power of man without fuch
inftruments as were not there. 2nd. The tearing
and breaking the beds. gd. Throwing about the
fire,  4th. The hoot treading out the candle.
and, sthly. The firiving for the fword, and the
blow the man received from the pummel of it

To fee however, how great men are fometimes
deceived ; Dr. Plot, who records this relation, con-
cludes—that he bad from under the mans own hand
that he, Joleph Collins, commonly known by the
name of funny Joe ot Oxford, was himfelf this
very devil ; that he hired himfelf as a fervant to
thefe Commiflioners, under the feigned name of
Giles Sharp; and by the help of two friends, and
an unknown trap door in the ceiling of the bed-
chamber, and a Ib. of white gun-powder, played all
thefe amazing tricks by himf(elf and his fellow fer-
vants, whom he had introduced on purpofe to

aflit him.

The candles were contrived, by a common trick
of gunpowder put in'them, to put themlelves out
at a certain ume,

The
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The dog who began the farce, was, (as he [ware)
only a bitch who had the day betore whelped in
that room, and made all this difturbance in feek-
ing for her puppics : and which, when fhe had ferved
his purpole he let out, and then looked for.—The
ftory of the hoof and {word, himfelf alone was
witnels to, and was never {ufpeéted of the truth of
his affertions, tho’ in reality mere fittion.—By the
trap door his triends let down ftones, faggots, glafs,
water, &c. which, they either left there or drew
up again, as beft fuited with them; and by this
way let themlelves in and out without opening the
doors, or going thro’ the key-holes as their Ao-
nours had wifely determined.—All the noiles he
declares he made, by placing quantities of white
gun powder over pieces of burming charcoal on
plates of tin ; which, as they melted went off with
that violent explofion.

He tells us alfo, one thing beyond all the reft, and
was what in reality drove them from the houle,
though they never ownedit. This was, they had
formed a referve of part of the premifes (0 them.
felves, and hid their mutual agreement which they
had drawn up in writing, under the earth in a pot,
in a corner of the room where they ufually dined,
in which an orange tree grew ; when in the mid#2
of their dinner one day this earth of itfclf took fire,
and burnt violently with a blue flame, filling the

B . roQm
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room with a ftrong fulphureous flench; and this

he allo profeffes was his own doing by a fecret -

mixture he had placed there the day betore.

We are happy in having an opportunity of fet-
ting hiftory right about thefe remarkable events,
and would not have our readers difbelieve Collins’s
account of them from his naming white powder
going off when melted, or his making the earth
about the pot take fire of its own accord; fince,
however improbable theie accounts may appear to
fome readers, and whatever {ecrets they might be
in Joe'’s time, they are well known now in che-

miflry.

As to the laft, there needs only to mix an equal
quantity of iren filings finely powdered with fome
pure powdered {ulpher, and make them intoa palte
with fair water ; this pafte when it has lain toge-
ther twenty [ix hours, will of itfelf take fire and
burn all the fulpher away with a blue flame and a
great ltink.

For the others, what he calls white gun-powder,
is plainly the thundcring powder called pulvis ful-
minans by our Chymidts, it is made only of three
parts of falt-petre, two parts of pearl-afhes, or ita]t
of tartar, and one part of flour of brimftone, mix-
ed together and beat toa fine pnjuder, a fmall quan-

uty

I
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tity of this held on the point of a knife over a can-
dle, will not go off till it melts, apd then give a
report like a piftol ; and this he might eafily difpofe
in larger quantities, fo asto make it go off itlelf
when he was with his maflers,

THE END.

Ba THE
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I HE FEUDS
OF THE HOUSES OF

KINTAIR and SEATON.
A Scottr/h Hiflory.

-

Giving a faithful account of a Family Quarrel
which happened in the North, during the
reign of MALCOM King of Scotland.

T —

N the North-weft parts of Scotland, in the reign
ot Malcom, and nearly cotemporary with the
ufurper Moicbeth, whofe hiftory our immortal
Shakspere has made the fubjeft of one of his Tra-
gedies, there lived two young noblemen, at the
head of two parties, the mortal enemies of one
another : {carce a week paffed at thofe times when
the families were near one-another without ac.
counts of rapes, duels, and private murders—for
the hatred was o univerfally ftrong through the
multi«
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| mulitude, that from the lord to the meaneft fervant
all thought it a merit and an honour to injure,
even in the molt difhoneft manner, any body that
belonged even in any degree to the enemies party.

The names of the two young noblemen, at this
time at the head of thole parties, were Seaton and
Kintair ; the former a }'ﬂutl‘f of a moft promifing
genius and great abilities, joined to great integrity,
and an earnelt love of virtue ; his heriditary hatred
to the Kintairs was in fhort, the only thing that
could fully his charaéter; and that he governed in
fuch a manner, that had- it not been for the tem-
per of his enemy, the world faw the family quarrel
might have been made up between them, and a
deal of milery and blood-fthed prevented to the
country = but fuch was the implacable hatred and
native cruelty of the young Kintair, that all offers
of this kind in his htetime muit- have been vain,
and could only have expoled the goodnels of the
offerer to the imputations of weaknefs, cowardice,
and fear. The violent Kintair was in his temper
bloody, revengetul, pitylefs, ~and favageiy cruel,
to a degree [carcely to be conceived; yetall thefe
paflions, and all his hatred to the Seaton family, |
could not prevent his falling in love at firft fight,
with one ol that houfe: indeed the [lifter, tho he
at firlt knew it not, of the very lord he hated fo
rmplacably,

B g This
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1'his lady whole name was Margaret, bad not
only a very charming perfon; but the innate vir-
tues ot her foul difplayed themfelves outwardly in
her face and whole deportment, and gave her an
aim, and mannes not to be refifted; fhe and atwin
fifter fo like her in every lineament of face, that
they were not eafily to be known afunder, were the
only relations of the young Seaton; and with him

*made all the remainder of that noble and ancient
family.

- Opportunities of meeting, it is eafy to imagine:

were not very frequent between thefe two families,
elpecially between the heads of them: in fhort it
happened that the rough Kintair had never feen
this lady, till one evening as fhe was returning on-
hiorfeback trom avifit to a friend at fome miles dil-
. tance, met her as he was going acrofs the country,
attended by half a dozen fervants toa party of di-
verfion. The moment he beheld her, he ftopped-
Lis herle, ordered as polite a meflage as he could’
diflate to be delivered to her, and begged he might:
bave leave to (peak 10 her: the lady alighted trom-
ber horfe, andreadily admitted hym: when he ap-
proached her, he threw himfelf upon his knees,
enireated her to tell him her condition ; and if the’
“Jaws of honour would permit, he would make her
wife to the firft nobldan of the countiy ; for that

he was the lord Kintair. The lady who had ull:
4 - that

K
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thrat word heard him with a downcaft look; andeal
face covered with a blufh of modelly, now imme=
diately leaping on her horle again, ted him ; young
lord, a word will anfwer you: my name is Marge.
ret Seaton.  And with thele. words in her mouth,
lefthim and went. on her, journey, '

.- Woards are too faint to delcribe the confliét of,
raging paffions in the breaft of the wild Kintair on,
this pcc?ﬂozl; love, anger, pride, revenge, the loft,
hepes of enjoy ment of the lady, and the difdain of,
a refufal, .afl combatting rogether in his breaft, left
him no room at firlt for words, orfor a refolurion .
hf:':thr,_:w himfelf on the ground, and tore up the
very earth. in agoeny; at length atifing in a tury,
he bade his fervancs, follow and bring her, and, hep
attendants baek 1o him : they were not got far how-
ever, ‘before he changed his opinion, and thinking
an the uncertainty of their fuccels, as the lady’s,
attendants were equal to them in ' mber, and de.,
terminingto truft his revenge to nobody but hime.
felf, mounted his horfe and followed them,

Love and revenge gave hLim wings as it were,
he {oon overtook his own fervants, and quickly afe
ter the lady Margaret and hers ; here he rode up to
her, and addrelled himielt to her a fecond time in’
thele words: Infolent idiot, did you imagine you
could elcape me thus, and that I would let you go’

| home
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home, to make your brother {port with my entrea-
ties, and your proud refufal? No I think not I
would marry the fifter of a man that I hate, or be
the fcandalous means, by a boyifh paflion, of mak-
ing up an enmity, which has fo jult a caufe as
that between our families ; and which I hope will
be eternal. There is a fhorter way for me to fatiate
my defires with you; and one that gives me t00 a
double pleafure, that feeds at once my hatred and
my love, and gives me the nobleft revenge on all
your houle that my hate can even wifh. With
thefe words he gave the fignal of murder to his ate
tendants; who deftroyed all the unhappy lady’s
fervants after a fhort confliét ; during which, the
inhuman lord ravifhed their miferable miftrefss
Within a moment after this, tho’ too late alas to
prevent it, a party of near a hundred of the Sea-
tons appeared upon a neighbouring hill, they how-
ever [aw nothing of this; but the favage ravifher
fearing to be overpowered by numbers, mounted
his horfe and with his attendants rode off in halle
through the woods. The Seatons paffed another
way, and the wretched lady was in a moment left
Jlone, encompafled with the horrors of her own
tate, the carcafles ot her murdered fervants, and
the bloody weapons of the murderers ; which, in
their hafte to get away on fight of the other party,
bad made them leave behind them. Her firit re-

folution
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folution was to end her life and mifery together, by
plunging one of the daggers in her own bofom;
but religion forbidding that, and her own fhame
preventing her returning home, fhe came to a final
refolution ot hiding herfell from the world for
ever; and picking up the weapons to lay before her
as an eternal remembrance of the horrid {cene,
made her way to a diftant cottage, where [he told
her flory; and giving to the poor honelt hinds her
money, jewels, and whaiever e!fe of value fhe had
about her, {wore them to an eternal fecrecy, and
conjured them to let her fpend the remainder of a
miferable life with them.

The bloody Kintair asf{oon as he had got to a

a place of fatety, fat down with his attendants. ex-
ulted with them 1n the fuccels of his monftrous
villainy, and [wore he never tafted the pleafures
of revenge before, he prailed their courage, gave
them a nnmber of prefents, and promifed them a
thoufand more, and finally bound him(elf in an af-
fociation with them, to make them his compa-
nions, and his friends tor ever; and give them all
eftates, provided they joined heart1y with him in
profecuting a fcene of vengeance, which he told
them he had now concerted, and ot which, this
was but the zufpicious beginning. All were proud
of the honour their 1urd did them; and all, with
the {everell imprecations, entered intothe affociation
he
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he promoted, of never refting till the whole family of
the Seatons, which, as 1 have before oblerved,

confifted now of three perfons only, ﬂmuldbe ex=
tinél.

Fneuds and brothers in revenge faid Kintair on
this, hear me now, and know the firft ftep to my
defign is this: the lady whom I have enjoyed muft
perifh ; this muft be the firt done, and you fhall
then fee and be furprized at my concerted ven-
geance ; Ihad not fpared her then, but for the par-
ty we faw above us, but now the defperate attempt
muft be to feize her again e’er {he get home, and
kill her on the fpot where I enjoyed her: this
compleats my yet unfinifhed vengeance on her,
and leads on befide to a fcene of complicated mif-
chief with which my brain is full, which you can
of yet have noideaof. The words were no fooner
uttered, but all were up, and ready for the enter-
prife; and made that hafte that they foon got tor-
waider thaw fhe could poflibly have been by that
time had fhe continued her journey homewards;
here they pitched in a thick wood, thro’ which the
road to the caftle of the Seatons lay, and waited
for the unfortunate lady. She, poer creature, was
otherwife employed than they imagined ; but her
fifter, the lady Jane unfortunately for her, had the
{ame day been abroad to foni: little diftance, and
returning home in the dufk of the evening alone,

the
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the villains immediately feized on her, and accord.
g to the orders of their lord, carried her to the
fatal place where the rape and murder had been be.
fore committed. It was late in the night before
they arrived there, and the moon thining bright,
the diftrafied lady Margarer had left her cottage,
and wandered to weep her forrows at the fatal place
where the horrid aét had been committed ; {he was
here toffing herflelt on the ground, and making the
rocks and woods refound with ber diftraéted cries,
when the murderers approached with their unhap-
Py prey; the trampling of horfes, the oaths and
blafphemies of the company, and the known voice
. of the hated Kintair terrified the lady Margaret {o,
‘that the crept amr ng the bufhes and thorns that
‘wounded her tender fkin as fhe paffed on at every
itep, till fhe came to a thicket, behind which fhe
irefted to liften to the noife of thele abandoned ruf-
‘fians. They were now come to the place, and the
fervants throwing down the unfortunate and mifta-
iken vichim of (heir fury, whofe mouth they had be-
‘fore ftopped and tied over with handkercheifs to
iprevent her outcries, no voice was heard but of the
Havage Kintair; who walking up to her, cried in
=n infulting toneas we were prevented lady this
mnorning, but here is now a favour that you fhall
rown flrikes you to the heart ; with thefe words he
plunged his fword into her bofom, and ended her

life
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ife, without difcovering his miftake. As foon 2s
the unfortunate ludy fell, the inhuman murderer
feating bhimfelt on her body yet ftruggling in the
agontes ot death, faid to his attendants, now friends
hear the utmoft ot my intentions; alarm you the
neighbouring villages with cries of murder ; thofe
other bodies are yet warm, and they fhall be made
to believe all 'ell together, I'll join in the croud
that fuft comes, and do you Farquarfon (fpeaking
toone of his fervants) mount the fwifteft horfe,
and as you [ee us approach, ride with your utmoft
fyeed towards Seaton caftle. then round the heath
and join us, and you fhall be rejoiced at what my
revenge fhall make of this. Immediately all fepe-
rated to the work, and the afflifted Lady Margaret
took that opportunity to get back to her cottage:
fhe was [carce there when the whole country was
raifed ; the bloody Kintair joined the mob, and
Farquarfon when they came in fight, fled as he was
ordered before them ; Kintair purfued him with a
number of the clowns; and when he was got from
them, that monfler of villany returned, and affured
and perfuaded his followers that it was Lord Sea-
ton who fled betore them. The clowns willing to
thew therr difcernment, agreed to a man that they
knew him all the way he went, and knew the horle
he rode on; and on now viewing the bodies of the

murdered perfons, TFhe abandoned Kintair per-
fuaded
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fuaded every body, that this Seaton had debauched
his fifter and brought her hither, where, with the
afliftance of his other fervants, he had murderad
her and all that were there prefent.  His own peo-
ple it is eafy to imagine joined readily to this, and
the reft were foon brought over to follow their opi-
nion : and as foon as Kintair found this, he made
themn a long declamation on the horror of the crime
and perfuaded them all to follow him immediately
to the next large town, and relate betore the magil-
tracy what they had {een. His perfualions and the
sewards he promifed to all who would go with him,
made every one prefent follow, and immediately
they fet forward, tho’ in the night, and never {top-
ped nor ftayed till they arrived at the end of their
journey. All the way as they went on, the villain.
ous Kintair’s attendants extolled the generolity, the
goodnefs, and love of juftice their mafter fhewed in
this, and partly by thefe praifes, and partly by pro-
mifed rewards to all that fhould be able to give ma-
terial evidences againflt the murderers, the clowns
were led into forming a thoufand circumftances,
all pofitive againft the pretended murderer. When
they arrived at the town, it happened that the Ma-
giftracy was at that time fitting : they were all re-
joiced at this, and went in abody to the hall, and
demanding (on account of the horrid enormity of
the crime they came to give evidence on, an imme-

C diate
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diate audience) were admitied, The arch devil
Kintzir entering at their head, recounted to the
Magiftracy the ftory that he had before concerted,
and {wore to the identity of the perfon he accufed ;
his {ervants all followed his example,- and unwilling
not to {uy {cmething from their own knowledge,
each fingled out fome one by name of the innocent
Seaton’s {ervants, whom he accufed of the murder
of the attendants ; and the clowns joining their po-
fitve oaths to the fame faéts, and many otliertforged
circuam{lances, the ahfent Seaton and fix of hie at-
tendants were accufed ot a moft horrid murder, on
the pcfitive oaths of more than thirty perfons, who
all declared themlelves to have been eye wit_n"eife"s
of the fals they alledged againft them, :
The innocent Lord Seaton knew nothing of any
part of this fatal tragedy, but was returningto his
caflle and fome of his fervants, from a fhort jour-
ney he had taken to meet his fifters, when he was
feized by the officers of juflice fent to apprehend
him; all circumflances are conftrued into meaning
by people poffefled of an opinion ; and accmdmgly
this unhdpp}f lord’s bmng now found rElLlIlllﬂg,
with a number of his lervants from that part of the
country where the murder bad been committed,
was looked on as a proof of his having been com-
nnumg it ; and the agmneq, gnef dﬁnmfhmem

2nd horror with wlich he receiv ed the news of the
' death
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death of his beloved fifter and his fervants, were
conftrued into conleflions of his guilt.

The millake of the two fifters was never found
out, and the pofitive oaths of the accufers, that it
was Lady Margaret that was murdered, made it got
at all doubted, That unfortunate Lady was glad ot
the miltake, wifhing fince the rape for nothing but
to be unknown to the whole world, and looking on
this as the molt fecure of all the means ﬂfbeing {o
would never, had {he not afterwards felt the then
neceflity that compelled her to it, have declared
herfell to the world.

A fhort journey brought the acculed Lord be-
fore the Magiftracy ; he entered the room before
they expefted him, and immediately on his appear-
ance all the acculers rencwed their oaths, that he
and his attendants who were now with him, were
the very perfons who had committed the murders,
and the vile Kinair made a long harangue to the
court, aggravating in the ltrongelt manner the hor-
ivor of the crime, and adding a thoulaud reproaches.
‘"When he had done, the accufed Lord advanced
itowards his judges with a {ettled countenance, and
dooking with diidain on his accufer, and on his

jjudges with that modelt but intrepid confidence
ithat cenfcious innocence ever gives, fpoke in the

:10!10*‘.»’1115; manner ;—

C e My
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My LORDS and FUDGES,

View with an impartial eye the condu& of my
pait life, and you will determine, 1 cannot but be
innocent ot the horrid crimes 1 am accufed of, and
that I am fo,s be it fufficient that I now once, in the
moft folemn manner affirm before you.

Cﬂnﬁder my accufer is the profeffed enemy of
my houfe and family, and that thefe who are accu-
fed as my accomplices, are the very friends, the
fathers, and the brothers of my murdered honeft
fervants.

Is it probable that they could tor my fake be in-
duced to murder ‘thele, or that I, who have been
known to love my fifter Margaret with a more than
a common affeétion could be her murderer? Im-
poffible ! think en thefe circumilances, and weigh
them well ere you determine any thing, be not rath
or haflty. You know not what hereafter may ap-
pear, that yet is not {ufpetted.

Here the accufed ended his defence, which was
{oon overpowered by the number and repeated
oaths of the evidences, and particularly of his ene-
my Kintair ; who aflerted that he faw him plunge
his dagger in the breaft of the Lady Margaret, and
{faw the others butchering his attendants. The fu-
preme judge was now rising from his feat, to pro-
nounce fentence on the acculed lord and his atten-

dants,
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dants, when a voice was heard crying with the ut-
moft earneftnefls :—F rbear, forbear, O Judge;
guard well the dvors that none escape. and at the
{fame inftant a woman threw herself at the feet of
the judges, crying out, I am that Margaret whom
this innocent, this belt of hrothers is accufed of
murdering ; and look, whole are thefe ?—With
thele words fhe threw down the daggers. lhe
court all rofe in a moment, aftonithed at her ap-
pearance‘; her brother threw himfelf on her neck
in a tranfport of joy, and the court examining the
daggers and finding on each the name ot its owner,
demanded ot the lady the true hiftory of the tat:
She on this related the whole™ cataftrophe in the
molit pathetic manner. And when {he had heard
the fentence intended for her brother and his
fervants, pafled on his accufers, retired into a
nunnery, and left the innocent, but unhappy
Seaton in the pofleflion of his own, and the for-
feited eftates and titles of his accufers—which his

de{cendants, the Seatons of that countiy enjoy to
 this day.

Cj THE
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STORY OF JANE GILBERT,
A SUPPOSED WITCH,

e ——
BY MR. CHRISTOPHER SMART,

a—*—

THERE was in the welt of England, where

I lived feveral years, a poor induftrious
woman, who laboured under the evil report of
being an old witch, Every hog that died with the
murrain, every cow that {lipt her calf, fhe was
accountable for., If a horle had the ftaggers, fhe
‘was fuppofed to be in his head, and whenever the
wind blew a little harder than ordinary, Goody
Gilbert was faid to be playing her tricks, and ri-
ding on a broomfitick in the arr,

Thefe and a thoufand other phantafies, too ridi-
culous to recite, poflefled the pates of the common
people. Horfe-fhoes were nailed with the heels up-
wards, and many tricks were made ufe of, to en-
trap and mortity the poor creature. Such, indeed,
was their rage againft her, that they even peti-
tioned Mr, Williams, the parfon of the parifh, not

to
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to let her come to church; and, at laft, even in-
fifted upon it. This, however, he over- uled, and
allowed the poor old woman a nook in one of the
aifles to herfelf, where fhe mutrered over her
prayers in the beft manner fhe could.

The parith, thus difconcerted and enraged,
withdrew the {mail pittance they allowed for her
{fupport ; and would have reduced her to the ne-
ceflity of ftarving, had (he not been flill aflifted by
the benevolent Mr. Williams. He often fent her
biead and meat ; frequently procured her {pinning-
work from the next market-town ; and was {o pro-
voked at their behaviour to the poor old creature,
that he once applied to a neighbouring juflice of
the peace in her behalt; but, as there happened a
ftorm the night before, which ftripped part’ot the
thatch off his worlhip’s ftable, that wife haberdafther
of the law refufled her relief,

I was one afternoon drinking tea with Mr. and
Mrs. Williams, when a meflage being brought that
poor Jane Gilbert was extremely ill, we all three
went to fee her. As fhe was fick, I expefted to
‘bave tound her in bed; and we opened the door
fotily, not to difturb her ; but, when we came into
her. little hovel, poor Jane was {pinning by a fmall
peat fire, which I could have covered with my
hand.

As the poor old {oul was deaf, the did not hear

us
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us open ‘the door, and I had an opportunity of:
taking a full furvey of her before the perceived us.
A pifture of fuch wretchednels I never faw before
or fince. . Her body was half naked, infomuch that
heér withered fhoulders and part of her breafts ap-
peared through her tattered gown. Her head was
bound round with an old blue ftocking, that expofed
her bald crown and her ears to view. Her hofe
were compofed of two haybands, tied round her
legs with packthread. She fat in an old elbow-
chair ; and, by fits, dozed, and then again turned
her wheel, to the motion of which her under-jaw
kept cxa& time.

When Mr. Williams called to her, fhe raifed
herfelf up : and, by the {upport of the chair, made
us a curtiey.

The manner of our coming in had a little con-
fufed her, but she foon recovered herfelf, and, by
our defire, fat down. Mr. Williams then enquired
into the ftate of her diforder; and fhe told him,
that fhe believed her illnefs was occafioned by
her eating that food, pointing to an earthern pan
that ftood betore us, in which were mixed a little
barley meal, falt, and water; and adding, that fhe
had not had any bread or meat for feven days. At
this he was [urprifed, and afked what was become
of the vituals he fent her the beginning of that
week ? She thanked him for it; and rephed, that
two fellows in the neighbourhcod, whole names.

fhe
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fhe mentioned, had taken it from her, and that
one of them had ftruck her feveral blows. Mr.
Williams {eemed angry that fhe did not inform
him of it: but ‘he defired he would not be dil-
plealed ; and faid, fhe was loth to be too troue
blefome.

Mrs. Williams, who 1s a mighty good woman,
was greatly affefted with this circumilance, and
fhed tears; which were, indeed, accompanied with
my own. She then warmed a little fack-whey fhe
had brought in her pocket, and gave it the poor
creature to drink, This Jane fwallowed eagerly,
and was {o chearful after it, that fhe talked to us
above two hours, entertained us with her whole
ftory, and the hiftory of her tine, which was fre-
quently interrupted with the warmefl expreffions of
gratitude to Mr, and Mrs. Williams. .

When I exprefled my furprize at her memory
and good {enfe, fhe told me that fhe was once a
young gentlewoman’s waiting-maid, with whom
fhe had a good education ; and could, even now,
read and write very well, but that the neighbours
would not fuffer her to have a pem and ink, and
had flolen her bible and fpeftacles.

Jult as we were coming away, I put two half.
crowns in her hand, which fhe returned me again,
and begged I would oblige her with fome halfpence
in their flead—** for the people,” fays fhe, * in
the neighbourhood, are poflefled with a notion, that

1 can
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"I can turn lead into filver and gold ; but that, by
a-nd'-b}? it will become lead again’; and therefore
none ot the fhops will change my nioney.”
= When we parted with the old woman, fhe cried ;
and whiflpered to Mr, Williams to come agaim
and give her the facrament, for that fhe did not
~ think fhe fhould live long.
1 I could recite many other circumitances in Jane,
or (as they by way of reproach called her) Joan
Gilbert’s behaviour, which I think proved that fhe
was not a witch, but a pious and geod Chniflian,
unlefs witchcratt can be fuppofed to confift of true
wildom, morality and religion. But1 now haften
to the fequel of my ftory, in which you will find
that the {ource rom whence witchcraft is reputed
to {pring, is poverty, age, and ignorance; and
that it is impoffiple for a woman to pafs tor 2
witchy unlels fhe is very poor, aged, and lives
in a neighbourhood where the people are void of
cemmon fenle, _
Some time after we had this interview with Jane
Gilbert, a brother ot her’s died in London; who
though like a truly adopted fon of Care, he would
not part with a farthing while he lived, at his death
was obliged to leave her five thoufand pounds;
money that he could not carry in the coffin with
him. This altered the face of Jane’s affairs pros
digioufly : fhe was no longer Jane, alias Joan Gil-
bert, the ugly old witch, but Madam Gilbert, her
old
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old ragged garb was exchanged for one that was
new and genteel ; her greateft enemies mad,e-theilr
court to her; even the juftice himfelf came ti;‘.!-r.i-‘;t{,}l
her joy ; and, though feveral hogs and horfes died,
and the wind frequently blew after that, Madam
Gilbert was never fuppoled to have any hand in
it; and from hence it is plain, as I obferved betore,
that a woman muft be very poor, very old, and
live in a neighbourhood where the people are very
ftupid, betore the can poflibly pals for a witch. .
It was a faying of Mr. Williams, who would
fometimes be jocofe, and had the art of making
even latire agreeable, that if ever Jane deleived
the charaéter of a witch, it was after this rRaney
was left her; for that, with ‘her five thﬂu!a;}d
pounds, fhe did more afls of charity and triendly
offices than all the people of fortune within fifty
mules ot the place. Many thoufands ot my readers
know this to be true; but as fome may be ;gﬂﬂ-
rant of i1, I muft inform them, that the gave bibles
and common-prayer books to all the people in the
neighbourhood, and [he paid for the Ichooling of
forty boys and girls. She boiled a lirge copper
twice a week, and made broth and dumplings for
all her neighbeurs who were old or fick ; the lent
five hundred pounds, in fmall fums, to poor
tradefmen and farmers, without intereft, forever ;
and appointed truftees to ta ke the befl lecurity they
could, fo that the principal might not be loft; and
Lo
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to remove the {ums nccaﬁanalfy from one family to
another, when the one could fpare it, and the
other wanted aflitance, She fettled twenty.five
pounds per annum on the minifler of the parifh»
to vifit and pray by them, agd teach the children
 their catechifm ; and to each child that came to

church to repeat the catechilm, fhe ordered a

plumb-cake every Sunday.

Among her donations, the did not forget her
i'ri‘t:nds, Mr. and Mrs. Williams, but gave their
fon and daughter five hundred pounds a.piece in
her lilestime.  As to her own part, fhe allowed
herfelt but eighteen pounds a year to live on ; and
that, at her death, fhe bequeathed to an old woman
who attended her,

And this is a woman they were about to deftroy
for witchcraft and forcery ! But the people are
now alhamed of their behaviour, and therefore I
have concealed the name of the place.

THE END,

[Printed by 7. Roach, Rujfell-Court, Sept. 22, 1802.]
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