Raphael's witch!!! or the oracle of the future / by the author of the
Prophetic Messenger, with ten coloured designs on copper by R.
Cruikshank and the author, and a piece of music by Blewitt.

Contributors

Raphael, 17795-1832.
Cruikshank, Robert, 1789-1856.
Blewitt, J. 1782-1853.

Publication/Creation
London : William Charlton Wright, 1831.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rfx6fm3t

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made

available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial

purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
183 Euston Road
London NW1 2BE UK
T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

https://wellcomecollection.org

E library@wellcomecollection.org


http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
















L7

4 & Ao w
i <) P
Bty Pl Pevid 17T LR i oy T aRSaty L Iﬁ"'—? o i @ o :
; ST W FARST E0VE (DEPTRED DESICNS BY BAPHAEL & 2. CrrrKsiudny iy . v Weltreesne € Bcerdtone Wieeplet Becterniowtirdie

-












































































T0 HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY,
QUEEN ADELAIDE.

May it please Your Majesty :

OwE, who has deveted his life to the pursuit of knowledge, inevery
shape and form; one who, disdaining the false sophistry of the sceptic,
and unawed by the world's dread laugh, has dared, in defiance alike of
custom and dictation, to unrol the mouldering records of ages long
past, and times now no more—who has also unremittingly laboured to
defend those ancient mysterious sciences, which profess to tear away
those dense and sombre clouds that envelope the future—and who has,
by his exertions in the cause of truth, procured the name and attri-
butes of that science (which was, but a few years since, a word of re-
proach) to be sounded and reverenced in each tewn and village of

your royal dominions; such a one,
EVEN THE ASTROLOGER

Raphael,

now craves the humble boon of your august attention.—It is true, that
were * THE Lapy-Wircu "’ but possessed of half those admirable
qualities, which, as

ThHe Queen

OF A MIGHTY NATION,

Your Majesty is known fe possess, the fascination of men’s minds
and attentions would amply repay the toil of the writer : but despairing
of this, the AsTRoLoGER presumes, with unfeigned humility, to lay this
little Publication at the feet of the Rovar Aperaipg, the illustrious
and admired Queen of Great Britain, &ec, &c. &c, and the beloved

Consort of fomt
{&nlliam the FFourtd.















Vi INTRODUCTION TO RAPHAEL'S WITCH.

plain, and watered by a pure stream, Pompeii offered a positior,
strong in a military point of view, and favourable to commerce;
nor was its situation less enchanting from being surrounded by
villas, which, like so many gems, adorned the neighbouring
declivities of Vesuvius.

The Pompeians, according to Seneca and Tacitus, were sur-
prised in the midst of their tranquil existence, in the month of Fe-
bruary, 4.p. 63, by aterrible earthquake and eruption, which caused
considerable damage. As soon as the inhabitants had recovered
from their consternation, they began to clear away the ruins, and to
repair the damage sustained by the edifices : a fact that is evident
from the quantity of parts wanting in many of the buildings, even
at this time. The taste, however, seems to have become mate-
rially corrupt, and purer details are covered by stuccoes, composed
in a barbarous style. After an interval of sixteen years, during
which several shocks were experienced, on the night of the 23rd of
August, a. p. 79 (according to Pliny), a volume of smoke and ashes
1ssued from the mouth of the crater of Vesuvius, with a tremendous
explosion ; after rising to a certain height, it extended itself like a
lofty pine, and, assuming a variety of colours, fell, and covered
the surrounding country with desolation and dismay. The inha-
bitants, terrified by repeated shocks, and breathing an atmosphere
no longer fit to support life, sought refuge in flight ; but were suf-
focated by the ashes, oppressed by flames of fire, or overwhelmed
by the falling edifices. Some skeletons which have been found
show the futility of the attempt in many instances. Here, a mas-
ter seeks for safety, and is arrested at the threshold of his door by a
shower of ashes; he carries in his hands keys, coins, and precious
ornaments, and is followed by a slave, bearing vessels of silver and
bronze :—there we discover the skeletons of a group of females,
one of whom is adorned with gold trinkets, and the impressions of
some of the forms remain traced upon the ashes. At length, after

four days of vmpenetrable darkness, light reappeared—but sombre,
as when an eclipse obscures the brillianey of the sun’s rays,

Herculaneum, which lies about nine miles distant, was destroyed
at the same time ; but being imbedded in a compact volcanic mat-
ter, it is covered so as to render its excavation a matter of extreme
difficulty ; and its being situate under two villages and several












% RAPHAEL’S wiTcH.

Mode of Consultation, &c.

gers can foretel the exact destiny to which mortal man is predes-
tined, and To WHAT FATE HE IS8 ALLOTTED. By these mysteries
are the eyes of mortal man expunged from their gross and filmy
impediments, so that he can with truth read rightly the marvels
of his fate, and whether or no he is doomed to be the football
of fortune, or the favourite of those occult and mystical influences
that divers unbelieving mortals are wont to term chances. Albeit,
it is manifest that were chance alone to rule over all things, then,
forsooth, would the goodly frame of this beautiful universe run
mad to confusion; and then might men erect temples to her

honour, and thus pull down the might and majesty of the Heavenly
Builder !

#Fnotw thou, thevefore, O Mortal, that aLr TrINGS ARE
FATED to thee ; but perchance 1n two divers, different, and diverse
ways ; the first, comprehending the major events of thy life, as the
full goal of thy career ; the exact pinnacle of honour to which thou
shalt attain; the fate of thy nuptial alliances ; thy life and death !
These are inevitable, and verily not to be eschewed, gainsayed, or
turned aside, or in any way or manner altered from their course,
any more than the art or will of mortal man can stay the over-
whelming waves of the mighty ocean, the solemn roarings of
the deep-mouthed thunder, or the resistless blowing of the furious
whirlwind! But as all things differ in nature, cause, and primitive
origin, even “as one star differeth from another in the heavens,”
so there are manifold events dependant on thy will, and active
agency, as the lord of all which the earth affords thee. These
thou mayest alter, as far as thou knowest, and so derive full goodly
cognizance and delight from the knowledge of thy future fate,
Albeit the utmost of thy knowledge, after all thou hast done, is less
than a drop of water in a bucket when compared with the vast
accumulation of the fathomless ocean.

Nevertheless, for manifold weighty reasons, the Art of As-
trology is rendered difficult ; such as the darkening and obscuring
of the sun, by a cloudy and nebulous sky, by which means the Astro-
loger cannot discern the shadow by his astrolobe, nor by the dial
of hours and minutes. Moreover, the imperfection of time, the
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¢ HeLveTivus was a disbeliever of the Philosopher’s Stone, and
the universal medicine, and even turned Sir Kenelm Digby’s sym-
pathetic powder into ridicule. On the 27th of December, 1666, a
stranger called upon him, and after conversing for some time about
a universal medicine, showed a yellow powder, which he affirmed
to be the Philosopher's Stone, and at the same time five large plates
of gold, which had been made by means of it. Helvetius earnestly
entreated that he would give him a little of this powder, or at least
that he would make a trial of its power; but the stranger refused,
promising, however, to return in six weeks. He returned accord-
ingly, and after much entreaty he gave to Helvetius a piece of a
stone, not larger than the size of a rape-seed. When Helvetius
expressed his doubt whether so small a portion would be sufficient
to convert four grains of lead into gold, the adept broke off one-
half of it, and assured him that what remained was more than suf-
ficient for the purpose. Helvetius, during the first conference, had
concealed a little of the stone below his nail. This he threw into
melted lead, but it was almost all driven off in smoke, leaving only
a vitreous earth. When he mentioned this circumstance, the
stranger informed him that the powder must be inclosed in wax,
before it be thrown into the melted lead, lest it should be injured
by the smoke of the lead. The stranger promised to return next
day, and show him the method of making the projection ! but hav-
ing failed to make his appearance, Helvetius, in the presence of
his wife and son, put six drachms of lead into the crucible, and as
soon as it was melted, he threw into it the fragment of philosopher’s
stone in his possession, previously covered over with wax. The
crucible was now covered with its lid, and left for a quarter of an
hour in the fire, at the end of which time he found the whole lead
converted into gold. He requested Porelius, who had the charge
of the Dutch mint, to try the value. Two drachms of it being
subjected to quartation, and solution in aqua fortis, were found to
have increased in weight by two scruples. This increase was
doubtless owing to the silver, which still remained enveloped in the
gold after the action of the aqua fortis. To endeavour to separate
the silver more completely, the gold was again fused with seven
times its weight of antimony, and treated in the usual manner ;
but no alteration took place in the weight.’




































40
Sign,

HAPHAEL'S wWITCH,
n.

To wed one he will prize highly, but love lightly: to
have a bountiful favour of fortune at one period of his
life in wedlock.

The most remarkable day of thy life will be Saturday ;
the 14th day of September; and 3rd of July, are
denoted to be cach peculiar for weal and woe. Thy
evil day is Monday.

If thou wert serious in thy wish to divine the future,
when thou inquirest, know that fortune is favourable,

A cloudy and obscure air: if in winter thou askest,
sleet; if in spring, the windows of heaven shall pour
down torrents j ¥f in autumn, whirlwinds; in summer

clouds and rain.

Ere the lord of thy ascendant ceases to be obscured by
the powers of evil, thou wilt suffer greatly.

Great deceit appears manifest either in the making of
this omen, or in the friend of whom thou inquirest.
It is as well to be watchful.

The angle of the earth is afflicted, wert thou to see the
horoscope of the hour. Try thy fortune yet again,
before thou quittest thy dwelling.

Greater part of the promise shall be kept, and more than
this, something not promised, shall be given.

Taurus and the furious Bull, is allotted thee in thy fate:
but other stars in the firmament foretel a life replete
with changes: now fortified—now elevated—anon

depressed—then a change.

The perils of the first five years, the third seven years,
and the fourth year therefrom, are doubtful—and in
in thy 33d year, fate is silent concerning thee.

Within four days shall be a change ; but if the sick be
not careful, there will again be a relapse.
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RAPHAEL'S WITCH.

Sign. J.
This foretels friends—three in number ; one dark, and
Q tall—one fair, near thee—one female. But a private
adversary, even at this instant, afflicts thy natal
planet.
% He is in danger from enemies, and subject both to trou-
ble of body and mind ; but will escape them.
Some of his family will be born to power and command ;
*- some more unfortunate ; but none born to any parti-
cular calamity, though subject to cares.
A To marry one both tall and handsome ; a person from a
far distant part, who will be a fortunate man,
There are three adversaries in this case ; one whom thou
O least expectest; and a delay will arrive therein to vex

thee ; be therefore of good cheer.

Those things which are lost, are lost totally, and will
never be recovered. If thou askest of things stolen,
thou wilt hear further of it.

To marry a dark female, dark eyes and hair; one born
at a remote distance ; who will live with thee a long
time, and bring thee money.

Thursday is the most noted day : Sunday the worst day :

Friday the best in fortune : and the fifth day of the
moon thou wilt ever remember after a certain age.

Possibly it may ; there are certainly some good tokens
visible in these omens; although dubious.

If the inquirer ask the question of a particular day, of
which he seeks to know the weather, it will be plea-
sant: if he seeks to know of any quarter of the year,

the omens are rather doubtful as yet, till the next moon
commences.

Assuredly the mysterious tokens of thy mortal fate speak
loudly of better fortune.
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RAPHAEL'S WITCH.

Sign. N.
8 | The asker must take heed, and there will be safety.
® There are four changes—one of residence—one of friends
—One in money—one in pursuits.
If he travel, let it be inland, and near mountains and
X* hills; if he voyage, avoid the salt water: if thou
choosest residence, choose them in high parts of
towns or cities.
A Be not murmuring nor repining, for there are signs of
winning herein, and of good fortune.
The unlucky gquartile is ever by astrologers, in their
O mystic calculations, a sign of bitter enmity : take heed

that thou art not the dupe of evil wishing deceivers.

T

Deeply in trouble! for here are the signs of great and
manifold heavinesses and cares, mingled moreover
with many unlucky forebodings.

Some of his family will rise to be rich in money and
goods ; some will lord it over him ; some go faraway ;
but one will comfort him.

e

To marry a dark, tall man, hazle eyes, brown hair, who
will be the heir to wealth.

A friend will forsake thee; an enemy rise up suddenly ;
a heap of cares must be undergone before the bright
omens of thy fate and destiny appear in the future ;
therefore thy suit is troublesome.

Stolen things, if it is those thou seekest after, are gone
too far away to be recovered ; butifit be of lost things
thou askest, search thine own closet, or a secret place,

To many disappointments he is fated; but manifold
omens there are, afterwards, of success; and he will

enjoy his desires herein, after delay.

P
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Sign.

NAPHAEL'S WITCH,
0.

Libra is thy constellation, Venus thy star; thus runs thy
fate: once near imprisonment, but saved by a sudden
stroke of fortune ; twice high in reputation ; two down-
falls in thy fate; a series of evil fortune; once in
power, and, after all, never rich.

Something herein pointsto a peculiar and strange destiny ;
to be near death between 32 and 43; and if the in-
quirer gets past that epoch, he will be long lived.

it

The ensuing moon, which even now shines dimly in the
horoscope, will bring a change.

Does the inquirer seek to know of a thief; if so, B. is the
initial letter : if he or she seeks concerning lovers or
espousers, it is D., and a short name, often spoken.

Beware of thy actions—look well to thy desires—here is
an evil omen—be on thy most circumspect guard, for
signs of trouble are dimly seen in the distance.

The party inquiring will be eitherrich in youth, or before
any great age is attained : and the stars will many
times be on their side in a marvellous manner.

Labours, travails, cares, and dissimulations are hereby
denoted to often beset thee; and a world of difficul-
ties ; but thou wilt overcome thy adversaries finally.

A female influence is visible by this sign: one will ap-
pear shortly that shall stronger than with bands of
stee! bind hand and foot the combatants—to peace, not
fighting.

Thrice does an omen of a fitful nature thwart thee in thy
designs : ere it will be as thou thinkest,

Working in metals—dealing in the fruits or preduce of
the earth : orin gold, silver, and steel : or adventuring
in merchandize, will enrich thee.

Furiously will the storm both rage and howl : deep and
dark will be the abyss over which the vessel is held as
by a single thread of fate ; but she will return safe.

— e s e i . e con i i i






































































































106 RAPHAEL'S WITCH.
S‘ign. ®
Aquariys, Saturn, and Mercury are predominators;
money is thy lot, in heaps and masses: but let the
& asker reflect, that the steps he overleaps to ascend the
summit of his wishes, must be painfully measured
back, in case of a fall.
This remarkable malignant conflux of omens indicates
8 but a moderate age.
¥-] | There will soon be a change.
N F, if of a lover or wedded partner thou askest ; in other
cases, T.
O Manifold crosses seem predominant.

This is a lot which the ¢ Witch” prophesies will indi-
cate perpetual troubles in early life; but age opens
a more prosperous scene—perhaps it may give

wealth,

Let the asker remember, that he who hreathes only to
accumulate riches, and glories in amassing huge heaps

® of the glittering coin, renders useless that wealth on
which thousands might subsist.
& One described by Mars will win; viz. short and cor-
pulent, ruddy complexion.
¥-X Suddenly an obstacle will arise, which thou must sweep
away ; then hope for success.
In skilful trades ; in dealing with the rich, and attend-
x ing to the wishes of the wealthy : Also in travelling,

voyaging, and visiting distant lands, and by foreigners.

Evil news may arrive before good ; but there is little
causes of alarm.























































121 RAPHAEL'S WITCH.

Your barning myriads, but the eye of miu

Who bade through Heav'n your golden chariots wheel 7
Yet who earth-born can see your hosts nor feel
Immortal impulses—Eternity ?

What wonder if the o’erwrought soul should reel

With its own weight of thought ! and the mertal eye
See vaTe within your tracks of sleepless glory lie?””

To these prophetic announcements 0f & tHrone, (which a
tradition says was foretold at the princely infant’s birth by an an-
cient sage) may be added the singular conjunctions of the Sun,
Herschel and Venus, in Leo, “ the vegal sign,” as the
astrologers of old term it, in their mystic volumes; near the
famous fixed $1AT, Regulus, of the first magnitude—and how
true and scriptural the art of astrology is, may be here most plainly
exemplified : for is not the fair Queen of these realms, tHhe
“ gtar of fasPHionw?” The leader by courtesy, etiquette,
and right of the fashionable hemisphere ? No doubt, alse, but the
illustrious female here spoken of has a fair fund of genius and
intellect, as well as female elegance of exterior, since Mercury is
fortified, and the moon in Cancer, her own house, and lucid
sign: from which she beams forth with unwonted refulgence ; this
never fails to illumine the mental faculties, by irradiations of
skill ; yet Saturn, by his malefic aspect to Mereury, may, at times
afflict, but not overpower ; giving feelings of solemnity, solitude,
and sadness; to which the illustrious native, I may be bold to
say, is propense, amidst all the splendours of the queenly circle
in which she moves—At such times gaiety is but “ a gaud,” and
the glittering pomp of earthly state a mere flitting unsubstantial
bauble |—

¢ Methinks we must have known some former state !
More glorious than our present: and the heart
Is haunted with dire memories, shadows leit
By past magnificence !—and hence we pine,
With vain aspirings, hepes that fill the eyes
With bitter tears for their own vanity ! —
Remembrance makes the Poet-—"tis the past

il







i26 RAPHAEL'S wWITCIH.

Signior Gualdi at Penice,

SieN1or Guarpr resided at Venice some months, in 1687,
though nobody knew who or what he was! during which three
things were remarked in his conduct. The first was, that he had
a small collection of fine pictures, which he readily showed to any
body that desired it. The next, that he was particularly versed in
all arts and sciences; and spoke on every subject with such rea-
diness and sagacity, as astonished all who heard him. And it was
in the third place observed, that he never wrote or received any
letter ; never desired any credit ; or made use of bills of exchange ;
but paid for everything in ready money, and lived decently,
though not in splendour!

This gentleman met, one day, at the coffee house, with a Vene-
tian nobleman, who was an extraordinary judge of good pictures.
He had heard of Signior Gualdi’s collection, and in a very polite
manner desired to see them, to which the other very readily con-
sented. After the Venetian had viewed Signior Gualdi’s collec-
tion, and expressed his satisfaction by telling him that he had never
seen a finer, considering the number of pieces of which it con-
sisted ; he cast his eye, by chance, over the chamber-door, where
hung a pictnre of this stranger, The Venetian looked at it, and
then upon him,—¢ This picture was done for you, Sir,” said he
to Signior G.; to which the other made ne answer, but by a low
bow.—* You look,” continued the Venetian, * like a man of fifty,
and yet I know this picture to be of the hand of Titian, who has
been dead one hundred and thirty years! How is this possible 7’

“ It is not easy,” said Signior Gualdi, gravely, “to know all
things that are possible; but this is certainly no crime in
my being like a picture drawn by Titian.”

The Venetian could not forbear speaking of this to some of his
friends, who, in order to see the picture and person, went to the
cafe about the time that Signior Gualdi was wont to come there ;
and not meeting with him, one of them; who had often conversed
with him; went to his lodgings to inquire after him; when he
heard, to his astonishment, that Signior Gualdi had set off, an
hour before, for Vienna ! !!







128 RAPHAEL'S wITCH,

gazing with astonishment, it was suddenly eclipsed three times,
and thrice did it pass from its wonted circle ; the winds were para-
lysed, the waters were silent, and even the animals had apparently
but that movement left which was merely necessary for them to
tremble!

The gloomy and awful horror of a frightful silence seemed to
reign universally, as if Nature herself awaited the coming of some-
thing wonderful ; and I mixed my own fears with those which
even the horizon appeared agitated ; when, of a sudden, by the
clear moon light, I saw emerge from a cavern a tall, venerable,
and aged man, of dark and scowling complexion; his eyebrows
were bushy and arched, his eye terrific, and his beard thrown
back behind his shoulders; he had upon his head a erown of
vervain, and on his back a girdle of heath May: placed just by
his heart, and attached to his robe, was a bat in the agonies of
death ; around his neck a jewel charged with seven precious stones,
each bearing the character of the planet under whose dominion it
was subjected, This mysteriously-attired man bore in his left
hand a triangular vase filled with dew, and in his right a wand of
alder, cut in the spring, and headed with a mixture of the seven
metals ; he kissed the threshold of his cave, and loosed his san-
dals; pronounced in a low tone some obscure words, and by
walking backwards, got near to an aged and blasted oak, at five
paces from which he stopped, and dug in the earth three concentric
circles. Instantly Nature, as if obedient to the orders of the mighty
necromancer, formed herself, in agony, the figures that he wished
to trace. He then graved the names of the spirits presidents of
the age, of the year, of the season of the month, of the day, and of
the hour; this done, he placed the vase in the middle of the
circle, he uncovered it, and placed one end of the rod he bore
between his teeth; he turned himself towards the east, laid down,
and slept.

In the middle of his slumber I perceived five of the seeds of St.-
John-wort fall into the vase !—Ie arose and took them,—he placed
two in his ears, one in his mouth, the fourth he threw in the water,
and the fifth he cast beyond the circle; scarcely had it passed from
his hand, when I saw it surrounded by ill-omened animals: he
touched with his wand an owl, a fox, and a mole; they each entered
the circle, with a piercing shriek! He opened their stomachs
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While this was done, I saw that neither his eyes nor lips moved;
and in profound silence he conducted me across damp and weedy
grounds to the ruin of an ancient building, where it seemed as if
ages had been employed for a thousand years in levelling the bat-
tlements with the earth: As soon as we were in the interior, the
charm of silence was dissolved, and he spoke thus; * Congratulate
thyself,” said he, in turning towards me, ¢ that thou hast contem-
plated, face to face, the sorcerer Agrippa, whose soul is (by metem-
psychosis) the same that once animated Zoroaster, prince of the
Baetrians!

““ For the space of an age that I have disappeared from among
mortals, I preserve myself here by the means of potable gold, in
an eternal health that no illness can interrupt. Every twenty years
I take a portion of this medicine, which restores me to a state of
youth, and regenerates my body. If thou didst consider the three
phials that the King of the Salamanders presented me with, thou
wouldst have seen that the first was full, the second contained the
powder of projection, the third the oil of tale. As for the rest, thou
must be obliged to me, for I have chosen thee from amongst all
other mortals to witness those high and mighty mysteries which I
celebrate every twentieth period that the lamp of heaven has ran
round his cirele in the zodiac.

“ It is, I tell thee, by my charms that T send when I please
sterility or abundance. It is by those I excite wars, in kindling
disputes among the genii, who are the governors of kings and
emperors. Moreover, I teach to shepherds the wolf’s paternoster ;
to diviners the method of the charmed sieve; and I cause the
will-o'-the-wisp to run the race of mischief. I excite the gos-
samer-clad fairies to dance gaily in the gaudy moonshine, and the
elves to roam and gambol in despite of priest and incense. The
gambler I cause to search the four-leaved plant under the felon’s
gibbet; at midnight I send spirits from their graves, to accomplish
the vows they made in their lifetime.

¢« Moreover, I cause the candles made from dead men’s fat to
burn for robbers, that the victim may sleep while they commit the
midnight murder. I give to some the enchanted coin, which
returns to the purse when its duty is done. To others I give
those magic rings which enable them to travel whole leagues in an
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example, in any country ; whilst it has, at the same time, ensured
as many fast and powerful friends to the government—as there are
individuals who receive interest for that money so extravagantly
squandered to crush liberty in other countries. But even that
must have an end :—some accidental spark will ignite the com-
bustible mass, and blow the whole system to the devil! If this
mighty debt were due to foreigners, these cunning islanders
would not bear the burthen an hour ; but would, on some pretext,
or other, break with their creditors, and laugh at their credulity :
—but they owe the money to individuals among themselves, and
are therefore likely to enjoy the pleasure of paying the interest for
generations to come. JFUVANCE, too, has got a debt :—these
Bourbons think to maintain themselves on my throne, by borrow-
ing largely of the present generation, in order to lay heavy taxes
on the next and all fature enes. But I know the French people
too well to suppose that such a system can be long tolerated. I
know that they have too much natural affection for their offspring,
to entail upon them a national debr, like that of England, however
artfully incurred.—No, no! my subjects are too sharp-sighted to
allow the property accumulated for their children to be morigaged
to pay the IR UBSIANS and IENGLISY for invading them, and
for the restoration of the vielle cour de imbeciles, who now insult
them. They will, after a time, make comparisons between them
and me :—they will recollect, that the expenses of my government
were defrayed by imposts during the year:—that my wars (08T
JFrance notHing :—that I left her not one napoleon in
debt :—but, that I enriched every corner of her territory. Such
comparisons will not be favourable to the Bourbons:—the French
will cast them and their debt from their shoulders, as my Arabian
would a stranger who should dare to mount him. Then, if my
son be in existence, he will be seated on the throne, amidst the
acclamations of the people :—if he be not, JFTANEE will go back
to a republic; for no other hand will dare to seize a sceptre which
it cannot wield, The Orleans branch, though amiable, are too
weal,—have too much of the imbecility of the other Bourbons,—
and will share the same fate, if they donot choose to live as simple
citizens, under whatever change takes place.”

Here the Emperor paused a few moments :—then, waving his
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shrewd but heavy faces which encircled him, he remarked one in
which'there was a countenance so very peculiar as instantly to
arrest his attention. It bore the marks of age, but was unusually
expressive, and apparently intellectual. The paleness, and even
delicacy, of the features, consorted well with the dark gray of the
hair, and of a long beard. The eyes were deeply set, and sunken
in the sockets as if with years; but black, sparkling, and restless.
The dress of the party was not otherwise remarkable than for its
richness, and for a slightly oriental disposition of workmanship
and eolour.

William looked again and again at this remarkable personage,
wondering who he might be ; till, at last, the singular being whom
he scrutinized, turned his gaze towards the young Englishman,
and after wandering up and down before him several times, fixed
his eyes strongly upon William’s face, and thus met his glances.

When he had thus marked Palmer, he suddenly disengaged
himself from those persons to whom he had been speaking, and
coming up to him, bent his eyes fixedly on William’s countenance,
at the same time addressing himself slowly, and in excellent
English, he uttered these remarkable words: ¢ You look as if you
could wield a sword ; I can furnish you with a better one than
ever was handled by man.”

Immediately, upon saying this, without seeming to wait for an
answer, he turned and left the exchange. William, struck with
an unaccountable curiosity, followed ; while the old man walked
steadily forward through several streets till he reached a large and
apparently handsome house., e opened the door with a key, and
after passing through several silent and solitary apartments,
reached a small chamber in the interior of the building, which was
surrounded by ebony cabinets curiously carved, and of extremely

ntique appearance,

He unlocked one of these with great solemnity, and took from it
a naked scimitar of oriental workmanship and singular splendour.
William proceeded to examine it, and laid on a table a bag of
coin which he had just received. The weapon was short, narrow,
and extremely curved ; while its surface was completely covered
with a myriad of faint blue lines, intersecting and crossing each
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enamelled, which was found by the side of the brazier in the
vaults, and seemed intended for arranging the fire.

The father and his attendants were departing, when the old
man said, with a tone of quiet sarcasm, ¢ And will you give me
nothing for the care I have taken of Mr. William Palmer ¥

¢ Ha! how knew you his name

¢ Perhaps he told me. But we are both merchants, though in
different lines; and all merchants should know each other’s
names.’

He steppel forward as he said said this, and held the light up
to his own features, while he said to the father of William—

Did you ever hear of Joseph D’Arville ?

The merchant looked at him, and exclaimed, ¢ Good Ileavens !
can you be he?’

Josias did not answer, but said, ¢Thank you, gentlemen, for
your visit,” and shut the door upon them.

The astonishment of Palmer was not without a cause. The Jo-
seph D’Arville, whose voice and features were thus suddenly re-
called to him in the person of the wretched Josias, had been
considered some twenty years before the wealthiest merchant i
London. He had appeared suddenly in England, had engaged
in the most extensive and adventurous transactions, and had
seemed to make enormous profits by every thing he attempted.
With Palmer himself he had engaged in some considerable affairs,
and had been largely the gainer. But after a year or two of
this splendid and singular career, during which he had become
the creditor of kings, and almost the founder of empires, he
vanished as suddenly as he had appeared, and none could speak
more certainly of his fate than of his origin. It is not wonderful
that Palmer startled when he found him again in misery and de-
gradation so complete, that he had never before conceived its
possibility.

* L] L] * % % % * *
William recovered slowly from the stupnr- into which he bad

been thrown. His first sensation was that of being dazzled and
bewildered ; as he obtained the use of his senses, and collected
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find some of the lawful authorities, to whom he told the murder
he had committed, and described the residence of his accomplices,
Isidorah and Josias. He was committed to prison, and persons
were sent to seize the old man and the lady. They easily found
the hovel of the squalid pauper Josias, and, having made him pri-
soner, pioceeded to look for the palace which had been described
by William. He did not pretend to know the mode by which an
entry could be obtained from the ruinous house of the old man to
the magnificent apartments of Isidorah ; but, by long examination,
they found a thick and iron-bound door, leading out of the under-
ground vaults. Josias readily gave them the key, and after consi-
derable difficulty in applying it to the rusty wards of the lock, and
turning the clogged hinges, they gained admittance to a passage
beyond. This led them into a large and ancient building, which
seemed not to have been inhabited for years. The windows were
all built up, or carefully closed with dusty shutters ; no fragment
of furniture was visible, except that, in one lofty and dilapidated
chamber, the remains of an old oaken wardrobe were fastened to
the wall ; and in this was found the dress which had been worn
by William, when he fell into the hands of Josias. They could dis-
cover no other traces of the strange occurrences which Palmer
spoke of.

The old man was put into confinement; and it was remarkable
that, though he had before appeared an aged indeed, yet a hale and
not superannuated person, he now had all the look of extreme and
unexampled longevity. His face seemed to become suddenly
shrunk and haggard ; his eyes lost all their mobility and bright-
ness; his hair was white, instead of darkly gray; and his feeble
limbs could no longer support his shrivelled and withered body.
That evening he sent for a celebrated Rabbin, who was admaitied
to his cell ; and they spoke together long and earnestly in the pre-
sence of one of the officers of the jail. They talked in Hebrew,
and he could not, therefore, understand their communications;
but he could observe in the tones and gestures of Josias many
fearful signs of guilt and horror, such as his eyes, accustomed to
all the aspects of criminality, had never before encountered. He
rolled himself upon his pallet; at moments of what seemed his
confession, he shuddered and closed his eyes; and then, again,






172 RAPHAEL'S wWITCH.

which William had found him but four days preceding that on
which he was now perusing it. It ran as follows:

“ The Confession of Frederick Charlton.

*The subsequent pages are designed as a legacy to my dear
friend William Palmer. I feel I shall soon die ; and this writing,
if I have strength to finish it, will explain to him the cause of that
affliction which will have brought me to the grave.

“ I am now living in a spot which is quiet, green, and beautiful.
It is a great delight to escape from a city into such a place as this,
where, surrounded by trees, and treading upon turf, I can just see
enough of the pinnacles and domes of the distant town to remind
me of the ‘smoke, and wealth, and noise’ I have left behind
without forcing me to feel its painful and sordid influences.

“ Through the smoke of London I cannot distinguish the ends
of existence. Jostled by its crowds, I could not fix upon those
ends a steady view. Life seems composed of no materials but
contention and money-getting, and the hot excitements which
alone can stimulate the weariness of over-laboured avarice and
over-goaded rivalry. I throw myself down upon the sod, and
look upon the forest and the sky; gradually the picture of our
being gains clearness, unity, and arrangements, Objects and
means acquire their due colouring and proportion ; and I begin
to feel that the mind is more than the external world,—more than
an instrument for acting upon the world’s elements; that it con-
tains the revelation of its own purport and destiny ; that it has a
title to reign instead of serving, and possesses in itself the attributes
of royalty, which attest its right. Above all, as the beauty of
creation sinks into my mind, and I become more calm and more
far seeing, some of the bitterness of remembrance passes away,
and the wound is less burning where the iron has entered into my
soul. But I must not waste what time is given me in these
musings and saunterings of an exhausted spirit.

‘T had been more than two years in Italy, when [ went to
spend a summer amongst the mountains of the Abruzzi. I
obtained admittance to the house of a comparatively wealthy
peasant, and established myself in a little chamber, which I hired
for some months. [n that wild country I passed my time among
books, of which I had brought with me a small store, and in wan-
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large veil, airy and soft as twilight, of which she might well have
personified the star that then began to glitter beside the moon.
Their rays shone brightly on the ring she wore on her white
finger.

‘““ When I saw so beautiful a creature standing silent and lonely
in such a place, I started, doubted; and trembled. Could it be
that she was really the ethereal existence I had so often imagined,
or was I deluded by my own intense fancy, or was she merely an
ordinary daughter of the dust 7 After a few seconds, I resolved to
address her; and, would to heaven that, before I spoke to her, the
skies had poured down all their lightnings to divide us, or that
God had sent his destroying angel to smite me from among the
living =T spoke ; and from that moment my doom was fixed.
She replied with the graceful and passionate eloquence, than which
Satan never invented a deadlier means to lure us to destruction.
Our eyes met; and I felt in her dark and glittering gaze « power
which I had never before encountered. From that moment I sur-
rendered all to her; affections, conscience, reason, freedom, all
that is most peculiarly onr own, and which is corrupted and
perishes when it is put under the dominion of another.

“ We met frequently, and I persuaded Zianthe, for so the lovely
fiend was named, to become my wife.—She spoke of the customs
of her youth, the language of her mother, the traditions of her
fathers ; and I consented to wed Zianthe with rites far other than
Christian. Even now I do not know what was the tongue in
which some demon minister of her purposes spoke, while in secresy
and darkness 1 heard pronounced among the trees at the fountain
the mystical, daring, and potent impieties which were fo bind me
for ever to Zianthe. But I forgot all that conscience and reason
had for a moment suggested to me, when I could press to my
heart the delicate and voluptuous enchantress, and think that a
being so fair, so eloquent, and so accomplished, had now become
my own—a part of my very nature.

¢ The palace in which she dwelt, for it was a palace raised in
the wilderness, now supplied me with a home. It was an exten-
sive pile of beautiful architecture, built in the noblest Roman
taste, and adorned with the most graceful and classical kind of
taxuries. The floors were Italian marble ; the sculpture from the
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vivid recollection,—it is more than recollection,—it is as if I, at
this moment, beheld her rising from her marble seat, and flinging
back her long hair, braided with flowers of enchanted virtue,
while she looked upwards to the stars, and then bent her eyes on
me. They were bright as those gems seen through the black
translucence of the infernal river, precious hoards fallen from the
hands of myriads of misers and queens, who could not carry into
another world the wealth of this.

These beautiful orbs seemed to expand and deepen, till they
appeared to beam out from her face into my soul a larger and a
stronger spirit than belongs to human nature ; while Zianthe said,
in her most thrilling accents, ¢ Believe not, my beloved and chosen,
that what you deem the laws of the universe are impassahle bar-
riers to the wise and the determined. They are ommipotent,
because men make them so. Attempt to overleap them, and they
seem but as the mounds of crawling ants, the structures of the
blindly-working mole, which are stepped over without being per-
ceived by beings of loftier stature, And for what are the wretches
made who refuse to fulfil their high and glorious destiny, but to
be the instruments of our nobler enterprize? or what matters it,
if, in being our instruments, they chance to become our victims ?
Power—power is the one purpose of existence ; and you shall see

to what degree of it the bold and persevering may attain.””
“ I have no clear impression of what followed ; had any such

remained in my mind, it must ere now have made me a chained
and drivelling madman. But they are confused images sufficiently
horrible to shake me, even while I write, as with a mental earth-
quake, and drench the paper before me with the cold sweat of
agony and despair.

¢« T have a dim recollection of standing suddenly among the
vast cyclopean relics of ancient Posidonia, of mighty shadows
rising amongst the columns, and sitting enthroned upon the spots
which were once occupied by idols: and of a gibbering and flame-
eyed messenger who sprang headlong from the crimsoned moon,
bearing a torch to kindle an impious sacrifice, and yelling a wild
chorus amid the night-blast to the dismal chaunt of Zianthe, and
of the giant shades who then towered around us.

“ T can also recall the picture of the glen in which we first had
met, made desolate by fire and hurricane, the fountain gushing
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clasped the crucifix so very closely, that it would have required
rude violence to disengage it.

“ I remained for many minutes kneeling ; and, before I rose,
my eyes fell upon the water in the marble basin beside me. [
started, and almost screamed ; for, reflected in the bright dark
surface of the fountain, I saw the face of Zianthe, as if she were
standing at a little distance behind me, It was indeed Zianthe.
Her countenance was now as beautiful and bright as ever: the
little poniard was in its jewelled sheath, and her right hand held
a rose, which seemed that moment plucked from a bush beside her,
for the branches of the shrub were still quivering.

“The incidents of that afternoon left behind them a strong
impression ; but I was still haunted by the mild piety of the pil-
grim’s features, and by the demoniac foulness of Zianthe’s; if,
indeed, for I still doubted, the latter was any more than a fancy.
That night, while she slept, I took from her neck a talisman,
which I now wear, and which I shall keep with me till death. I
bequeath it to my friend William Palmer. It will secure him
frem the wiles of Zianthe, if, in that or any other form, she shall
attempt to make him her victim, I knew it would save me from
any but the human effects of that vengeance, and which I was
about to encounter in its most deadly malignity ; and had resolved,
if my suspicions should prove just, to escape from her dagger by
flight. Her necromancy could not touch the wearer of this
talisman.

‘] seized a casket, which I knew she treasured with peculiar
care, and the violation of which, a legion of fiends were bound to
punish. It contained papers ; nearly all of them were illuminated
with symbols which I could not interpret: but a few were in
Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Italian, and English; and these gave me
ample information, Their dates ran back for about three thousand
years. They all referred to one mysterious woman. Each paper
related to some one whom she had deluded by her artifices.

I now saw that Zianthe, whose maiden beauty, when T first
heheld her, seemed scarcely to have reached to womanhood, had
been the the chief tempter in every age of the world's history.
The bewitcher of the idolatrous despots of Babylon and Nineveh,
the fairest of the Greek Hetwr, the Sybil of early Italy, the beau-



























