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G JANUARY.

Water, when frozen, is expanded; that is,
takes up more room than before : hence, ice 1s
lighter than water, and swims upon it. From
this cause, if a bottle full of water, hard-corked,
be set to freeze, the bottle will be broken, for
want of room for the expansion of the water.
Water-pipes often burst from the same cause,
and hoops fly off from barrels; nay, even a
gun-barrel or a cannon, filled with water, and
screwed up at the muzzle, has been burst in
an intense frost.

This is also one cause of destruction in
buildings formed of stone that is soft and
porous, from the expansion of the water im-
bibed : the effects of this operation may be
seen in the stone used for building Blackfriar’s
bridge, and also in some of the colleges at
Oxford.

The same property produces a very beneficial
effect to the husbandman ; for the hard clods
of the ploughed fields are loosened, and broken
to pieces by the swelling of the water within
them when frozen. Hence the earth is crum-

bled, and prepared for receiving the seed in

Spring.
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Snow, is the water of clouds, frozen. On a
close examination, it is found to be all com-
posed of icy darts, or stars. Its whiteness is
owing to the small particles into which it is
divided. Ice, when pounded, becomes equally
white. Snow is very useful, by covering the
plants, and protecting them from the severity
of the frost; for, at a certain depth under the
snow, the cold always continues the same. It
is also thought to enrich the ground, and serve
as a sort of manure; but some suppose it not
at all different from rain in this respect. The
beauty of a country all clothed in new-fallen
snow is very striking :

The cherished fields

Put on their winter-robe of purest white.

’T is brightness all ; save where the new snow melts
Along the mazy current. Low the woods

Bow their hoar head ; and, ere the languid sun,
Faint from the west emits his evening ray,

Earth’s universal face, deep hid, and chill,

Is one wide dazzling waste, that buries wide

The works of man. TroMsoN.

Hail-stones are drops of rain, suddenly con-
gealed into a hard mass, so as to preserve their









10 JANUARY.

The red-breast ventures into the house,

and pays to trusted man
His annual wisit.

Fieldfares and thrushes, in large flocks,
descend from the tops of trees, and frequent
the warm manured fields in the neighbourhood
of towns. Snipes, woodcocks, wild ducks, and
other water-fowl, are forced from the frozen
marshes, and obliged to seek their food about
the rapid currents of streams which are yet
unfrozen. As the cold grows more intense,
various kinds of sea fowl quit the bleak open
shores, and come up the rivers, where they
offer an unusual prey to the fowler.

The wild quadrupeds, too, are driven from
their accustomed remote haunts., Hares enter
the gardens, to browze on the cultivated vege-
tables; and leaving their tracks in the snow,
are frequently hunted down, or caught in snares.
The hen-roosts are pillaged by foxes, polecats,
and other small beasts of prey which our
country produces; but we are happily un-
acquainted with the ravenous troops of wolves,
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bears, and other fierce creatures, which, urged
by famine at this season, often terrify the
villages in the mountainous and woody regions
on the continent.

The domestic cattle now require all the care
and protection of the farmer. Sheep are often
lost in sudden storms, by which the snow is
drifted in the hollows, so as to bury them a
great depth beneath it; yet they have been
known to survive many days in this situation.
Cows, with difficulty, scratch up a few mouth-
fuls of grass; but for their chief subsistence,
they must depend upon the hay and other
provision of the farm-yard. Early lambs and
calves are kept within doors, and tended with
as much care as the farmer’s own children.

Now, shepherds, to your helpless charge be kind ;
Baffle the raging year, and fill their pens

With food at will : lodge them below the storm,
And watch them strict ; for, from the bellowing east,
In this dire season, oft the whirlwind’s wing
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains

At one wide waft, and o'er the hapless flocks,

Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills,

The billowy tempest whelms ; "till upward urged,
The valley to a shining mountain swells,

Tipt with a wreath high-curling in the sky.—Tnomsox.
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The plants at this season are provided by
nature with a kind of winter-quarters, which
secure them from the effects of cold. Those
called herbaceous, which die down to the root
every autumn, are now safely concealed under
ground, preparing their new shoots, to burst
forth when the earth is softened by spring.
Shrubs and trees, which are exposed to the
open air, have all their soft and tender parts
closely wrapt up in buds, which, by their firm-
ness, resist all the force of frost. If one of
these buds be carefully opened, it is found to
consist of young leaves rolled together, within
which are even all the blossoms in miniature,
which are afterwards to adorn the spring.
Some of these are much forwarder than others.
The leaves of the woodbine appear just ready
to expand by the end of the month; the
flowers of the mezereon and snowdrop seem on
the point of blowing ; and the catkin, or male
flower-bunch of the hazel, begins to unfold.

During the severity of the frost, little work
can be done out of doors by the hushandman.
As soon as it sets in, he takes the opportunity of
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other pastimes on the ice, give life to this
dreary season; but our frosts are not con-
tinued and steady enough to afford us such
a share of these diversions as some other
nations enjoy.

Where the Rhine

Branched out in many a long canal extends,
From every province swarming, void of care,
Batavia rushes forth ; and as they sweep,

On sounding skates, a thousand different ways,

In circling poise, swift as the winds along,
The then gay land is maddened all to joy.

Nor less the northern courts, wide o'er the snow,
Pour a new pomp. Fager, on rapid sleds,

Their vigorous youth, in bold contention wheel
The long resounding course. Mean time, to raise
The manly strife, with highly blooming charms,
Flushed by the season, Scandinavia’s dames,

Or Russia’s buxom daughters, glow around.

Tuomsox.

—
e

R o R




FEBRUARY,

Now shifting gales with mildest influence blow,
Cloud o'er the skies, and melt the falling snow ;
The softened earth with fertile moisture teems,

And, freed from icy bonds, down rush the swelling streams,
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swelled to a large stream ; and the ice is swept
away with great violence from the rivers.

Muttering, the winds at eve, with blunted point,
Blow hollow-blustering from the south. Subdued,
The frost resolves into a trickling thaw.

Spotted, the mountains shine; loose sleet descends,
And floods the country round. The rivers swell,
Ofbonds impatient. Sudden from the hills,

O’er rocks and woods, in broad brown cataracts,

A thousand snow-fed torrents shoot at once ;

And where they rush, the wide-resounding plain

Is left one slimy waste. Tromson.

@

The frost, however, returns for a time; the
fresh snow falls, often in great quantities ; and
thus the weather alternately changes during
most part of this month. .

Various signs of returning spring occur at
different times in February. The woodlark,
one of the earliest and sweetest songsters, often
begins his note at the very entrance of the
month. Not long after, rooks begin to pair,
and geese to lay. The thrush and chaffinch
then add to the early music of the groves.
Near the close of the month, partridges begin
to couple, and repair the ravages committed
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on this devoted species during the autumn
and winter; ravens commence building their
nests; the brimstone butterfly, and several
moths, make their appearance.

Moles go to work in throwing up their hil-
locks as soon as the earth is softened. Under
some of the largest, a little below the surface of
the earth, they make their nests of moss, in
which four or five young are found at a time.
These animals live on worms, insects, and the
roots of plants. They do much mischief in
gardens, by loosening and devouring flower-
roots; but in the fields they seem to do no
other damage than rendering the surface of the
ground unequal by their hillocks, which ob-
struct the scythe in mowing. They are said
also to pierce the sides of dams and canals, and
let out the water.

Many plants emerge from under ground in
February, but few flowers as yet adorn the
fields or gardens. Snowdrops generally are
fully opened from the beginning of the month,
often peeping out from the snow. The broom
flowers in this month, and also the yew tree.
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Winter, still lingering on the verge of Spring,
Retires reluctant, and from time to time,
Looks back, while at his keen and chilling breath

Fair Flora sickens.
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repaid by their diligence in picking up the
grubs of various insects, which, if suffered to
grow to maturity, would occasion much greater
damage. For this purpose, they are frequently
seen following the plough, or settling in flocks
on newly turned-up lands.

“ Rooks,” says an intelligent observer of
nature, ‘‘appear to have a language amongst
themselves, which is understood by the whole
community; and a peculiar note, from a bird
set to watch and to warn them of approaching
danger, is quite sufficient to make them take
flight, and always in an opposite direction to
that from which the danger is apprehended.”

Some birds, which took refuge in our tem-
perate climate from the rigour of the northern
winters, now begin to leave us, and return to
the countries where they were bred. The red-
wing thrush, fieldfare, and woodcock, are of
this kind; and they retire to spend their sum-
mer in Norway, Sweden, and other parts of
the north. It may be considered a rule almost
without exception in this country, that all our
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winter visitors come from the north, and all
our summer visitors from the south.

The gannets, or soland geese, resort during
this month to those Scotch isles where they
breed, in such numbers, as to cover almost the
whole surface of the ground with their eggs
and young.

Frogs, which during winter lie in a torpid
state at the bottoms of ponds or ditches, are
enlivened by the warmth of spring, and early
in this month rise to the surface of the water
in vast numbers. They are at first very
timorous, and dive to the bottom with great
quickness as one approaches; but in the
coupling season they become bolder, and make
themselves heard to a great distance by their
croaking.

Those most elegant fish, smelts or sparlings,
begin to run up the rivers in this month, in
order to spawn. They are of so tender a
nature, that the least mixture of snow water

in the river will drive them back again to the

sea.
But nothing in the animal creation is a more
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Between the lark’s note and the nightingale’s,
His hungry bleating still with tepid milk:

In this soft office may thy children join,

And charitable habits learn in sport :

Nor yield him to himself, ere vernal airs
Sprinkle thy little croft with daisy flowers.

Another most agreeable token of the arrival
of spring is, that the bees begin to venture out
of their hives about the middle of this month.
As their food is the honey-like juice found in
the tubes of flowers, their coming abroad is a
certain sign that flowers are now to be met
with. No creature seems possessed of a
greater power of foreseeing the state of the
weather :—so that their appearance in the
morning may be reckoned a sure token of a
fair day.

““ My bees, (says Mr. Jesse,*) are a constant
source of amusement to me; and the more I
study them, the more I am led to admire their
sagacity., Few things, however, surprise me
more, than the power which they possess of
communicating what I can only call intelli-

* (Gleanings of Natural History.
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gence to each other. This I observe to be
almost invariably the case, before they swarm.
Some scouts may then be observed to leave
the hive, and for some time to hover round a
particular bush, or branch of a tree; after
which, they return to the hive. In a little
while, the new swarm quits it, and settles on
the branch which had been previously fixed
upon by the scouts. The same power of com-
munication may be observed in the ant. 1
have often put a small green caterpillar near
an ants’ nest; you may see it immediately
seized by one of the ants, which after several
ineffectual efforts to drag it to its nest will
quit it, go up to another ant, and they will
appear to hold a conversation together by
means of their antennae, after which they will
return together to the caterpillar, and, by
their united efforts, drag it where they wish
to deposit it.

“ Each crawling insect holds a rank im-
portant in the plan of Him who framed this
scale of beings.”

The speckled wood - butterfly, the green
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night. This takes place again in September.
The first is called the wernal, the latter, the
autumnal, equinox. At these times, storms
and tempests are particularly frequent, whence
they have always been the terror of mariners.

March winds are boisterous and vehement, to
a proverb.
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Now daisies pied, and violets blue,
And lady-smocks all silver white,
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue,
Do paint the meadows with delight ;
The cuckoo now on every tree

Sings cuckoo! cuckoo!
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Her face was like an April morn,
Clad in a wintry cloud ;

says the beautiful ballad of * Margaret’s
Ghost.”

This month gives the most perfect image of
spring; for its vicissitudes, of warm gleams of
sunshine and gentle showers, have the most
powerful effects in hastening the universal

springing of the vegetable tribes; whence the
season derives its appellation.

April generally begins with raw, unpleasant
weather, the influence of the equinoctial storms

still in some degree prevailing. Its opening is
thus described i1 a poem by Mr. Warton :

Mindful of disaster past,

And shrinking from the northern blast,
The sleety storm returning still,
The morning hoar, the evening chill,
Reluctant comes the timid Spring ;
Scarce a bee, with airy ring,
Murmurs the blossomed boughs around
That clothe the garden’s southern bound ;
Scarce a sickly straggling flower
Decks the rough castle’s rifted tower;
Scarce the hardy primrose peeps
From the dark dell’s entangled steeps.

L * #* * ¥
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winter retreats. ‘ The migration of birds,”
says the excellent Mr. Ray, “from a hotter
to a colder country, or a colder to a hotter,
according to the season of the year, as their
nature is, I know not how to give an account
of, it is so strange and admirable. What
moves them to shift their quarters?—you will
say, the disagreeableness of the temper of the
air to the constitution of their bodies, or want
of food. But how come they to be directed
to the same place yearly, though sometimes
but a little island, as the soland geese to the
Basse of Edinburgh-Frith, which they could
not possibly see, and so it could have mno
influence upon them that way? The cold or
the heat might possibly drive them in a right
line from either; but that they should impel
land birds to venture over a wide ocean, of
which they can 'see no end, is strange and
unaccountable! one would think that the
sight of so much water, and present fear of
drowning, should overcome the sense of
hunger, or disagreeableness of the temper of
the air. Besides, how come they to steer their
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minnow in the brook, is well acquainted with
this merry swimmer in his shining black jacket.
Retiring in the autumn, and reposing all the
winter in the mud at the bottom of the pond,
it awakens in the spring, rises to the surface,
and commences its summer sports. They
associate in small parties of ten or a dozen,
near the bank, where some little projection
forms a bay or renders the water particularly
tranquil ; and here they will circle round each
other without contention, each in his sphere,
and with no apparent object, from morning
until night, with great sprightliness and anima-
tion ; and so lightly do they move on the fluid,
as to form only some faint and transient circles
on its surface : very fond of society, we seldom
see them alone, or, if parted by accident, they
soon regain their busy companions. One pool
affords space for the amusement of several
parties ; yet they do not unite, or contend,
but perform their cheerful circlings in sepa-
rate family association. If we interfere with
their merriment they seem greatly alarmed,
_disperse or dive to the bottom, where their
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For thee, sweet month! the groves green liveries wear ;
If not the first, the fairest of the year:

For thee the Graces lead the dancing hours,

And Nature’s ready pencil paints the flowers.















54 MAY.

Joyless and dead, a wide dejected waste.
For oft engendered by the hazy north,
Myriads on myriads, insect armies warp
Keen in the poisoned breeze ; and wasteful eat,
Through buds and bark, into the blackened core
Their eager way.

TrOoMSsON.

A cold and windy May is, however, accounted
favourable to the corn; which, if brought for-
ward by early warm weather, is apt to run into
stalk, while its ears remain thin and light.

The first of May is the general time for
turning out cattle into the pastures, though
frequently then very bare of grass. The milk
soon becomes more copious, and of finer
quality, from the juices in the young grass;
and it is in this month that the making of
cheese is usually begun in the dairies.

The gardens now yield an agreeable, though
immature product, in the young gooseberries
and currants, which are highly acceptable to
our tables, now almost exhausted of their store
of preserved fruits.

The leafing of trees is commonly completed
in this month., It begins with the aquatic
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Now genial suns and gentle breezes reign,

And Summer’s fairest splendours deck the plain;
Exulting Flora views her new-born rose,

And all the ground with short-lived beauty glows.



























68 JUNE.

are ripened. If it be suffered to grow too
long, it will lose all its nutritious juices, and
become like the straw of corn. The latter
part of June is the beginning of hay-harvest
for the southern and middle parts of the king-
dom. This is one of the busiest and most
agreeable of rural occupations. Both sexes
and all ages are engaged in it. The fragrance
of the new-mown hay, the gaiety of all sur-
rounding objects, and the genial warmth of
the weather, all conspire to render it a season
of pleasure and delight to the beholder. It is
at this season that we can peculiarly feel the
beauty of these charming lines of MiLrox :

As one who, long in populous city pent,

Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air,
Forth 1ssuing on a summer’s morn, to breathe
Among the pleasant villages and farms

Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight :
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine,

Or dairy, each raral sight, each rural sound.

On the twenty-first of June happens the
summer-solstice, or longest day. At this
time, in the most northern parts of the island,
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there is scarcely any night, the twilight eon-
tinuing almost from the setting to the rising
of the sun; so that it is light enough at mid-
night to see to read. This season is also
properly called Midsummer ; though, indeed,
the greatest heats are not yet arrived, and
there is more warm weather after it than
before.

The principal season for taking that delicate
fish, the mackerel, is in this month; of late
years, however, many are brought to market
in May.

It is in this month that the May-fly appears
in its greatest perfection, affording the angler
some of his noblest sport.

But should you lure
From his dark haunt, beneath the tangled roots
Of pendent trees, the monarch of the brook,
Behoves you then to ply your finest art.
Long time he, following cautious, scans the fly,
And oft attempts to seize it, but as oft

The dimpled water speaks his jealous fear.
Tnomsox.

Currants and gooseberries begin to ripen
about the end of June, and prove extremely












JULE,

Deep to the root
Of vegetation parched, the cleaving fields
And slippery lawn an arid hue disclose ;
Echo no more returns the cheerful sound
Of sharpening seythe ; the mower, sinking, heaps
O’er him the humid hay, with flowers perfumed.
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plants, however, do not begin to flower till
July: these are, particularly, the aromatic,
the succulent, or thick-leaved ; several of the
aquatic, and of those called compound-flowered,
in which many florets are collected into one
head, as the thistle, sowthistle, hawkweed, &ec.
The lily is one of the principal ornaments of
gardens in this month; and with its delicate
white flowers, gives an agreeable sensation of
coolness to the eye.

The animal creation seem oppressed with lan-
gour during this hot season, and either seek the
recesses of woods, or resort to pools and streams,
to cool their bodies, and quench their thirst.

On the grassy bank
Some ruminating lie ; while others stand
Half in the flood, and, often bending, sip
The circling surface. In the middle droops
The strong laborious ox, of honest front,
Which incomposed he shakes ; and from his sides

The troublous insects lashes with his tail,
Returning still. Tuomsox.

The insect tribe, however, are peculiarly
active and vigorous in the hottest weather.
These minute creatures are for the most part
annual, being hatched in the spring, and dying
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at the approach of winter: they have there-
fore no time to lose in indolence, but must
make the most of their short existence; espe-
cially as their most perfect state continues
only during a part of their lives. All insects
undergo three changes, in each of which they
are transformed to a totally different appear-
ance. From the egg, they first turn into
caterpillars or maggots, when they crawl upon
many feet, and are extremely voracious; many
kinds of them doing much mischief in the
gardens, and sometimes devouring the leaves
of the trees, and even the herbage on the
ground. This is their state in the spring.
They next become aurelias, or chrysalides,
when they resemble an infant closely wrapt in
swaddling clothes, being motionless, taking no
nourishment, and, indeed, having no appear-
ance of living creatures. From this state they
burst forth into the perfect insect, shining in
all its colours, furnished with wings, full of
activity, capable of propagating its species,
and feeding, for the most part, on thin liquid
aliments, such as the honey of flowers and
Juices of animals. Most of them continue thus
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all; and even to those who have acquired the
art, it is a laborious and fatiguing exercise.—
Whereas, in the tropical countries, where from
their very infancy both sexes are continually
plunging into the water, they become a sort of
amphibious creatures, swimming and diving
with the utmost ease, and for hours together,
without intermission.

The excessive heats of this period of the year
cause such an evaporation from the surface of
the earth and waters, that, after some con-
tinuance of dry weather, large heavy clouds are
formed, which at length let fall their collected
fluid in extremely copious showers, and these
frequently beat down the full-grown corn, and
sometimes deluge the country with sudden
floods. Thunder and lightning generally ac-
company these summer storms. Lightning is a
collection of electric fire drawn from the heated
air and earth, and accumulated in the clouds,
which, at length overcharged, suddenly let go
their contents in the form of broad flashes or fiery
darts, These are attracted again by the earth,
and often intercepted by buildings, trees, and
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Fair Plenty now begins her golden reign;

The yellow fields thick-wave with ripened grain ;
Joyous, the swains renew their sultry toils,

And bear in triumph home the harvest’s wealthy spoils,









86 AUGUST.

usually the first ripened ; but this varies, ac-
cording to the time of sowing; and some of
every species may be seen fit for cutting at the
same time.

Every fair day is now of great importance ;
since, when the corn is once ripe, it is liable to
continual damage while standing, either from
the shedding of the seeds, from the depre-
dations of birds, or from storms. The utmost
diligence is therefore used by the careful
husbandman to get it in, and labourers are
hired from all quarters to hasten and complete
the work.

Poured from the villages, a numerous train

Now spreads o’er all the fields. 1In formed array
The reapers move, nor shrink for heat or toil,

By emulation urged. Others, dispersed,

Or bind in sheaves, or load, or guide, the wain,
That tinkles as it passes. Far behind,

0O1d age and infancy, with careful hand,

Pick up each straggling ear.

This pleasing harvest-scene is beheld in its
perfection only in the open-field countries,
where the sight can take in at once an un-
interrupted extent of land waving with com,
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beans, which are suffered to become quite dry
and hard before they are cut down. The
blackness of the bean-pods and stalks is disa-
areeable to the eye, though the crop is valuable
-to the farmer. In these countries they are
used as food for cattle only, as the nourish-
ment they afford, though strong, is gross and
heavy.

The rural festival of harvest-home is an
extremely natural one, and has been observed
in almost all ages and countries. What can
more gladden the heart than to see the long-
expected products of the year, which have
been the cause of so much care and anxiety,
now safely housed, and beyond the reach of
injury?

Inwardly smiling, the proud farmer views

The rising pyramids that grace his yard,

And counts his large increase ; his barns are stored,
And groaning staddles bend beneath their load.

SOMERVILLE.

The poor labourer, too, who has toiled in
securing another’s wealth, justly expects to

partake of the happiness. The jovial harvest-
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supper cheers his heart, and prepares him to
begin without murmuring, the labours of
another year. About the middle of this month
the catkins of the hazel-nut make their appear-
ance ; these contain the male blossoms, and
by being formed thus early acquire a firmness
that enables them to resist the severity of the
ensuing winter.

This month is the season for another kind
of harvest in some parts of England, which is,
the hop-picking. The hop is a climbing plant,
sometimes growing wild in hedges, and cul-
tivated on account of its use in making malt-
liquors. They are planted in regular rows,
and poles set for them to run upon. When
the poles are covered to the top, nothing can
make a more elegant appearance than one of
these hop-gardens. At the time of gathering,
the poles are taken up with the plants clinging
to them, and the scaly flowering heads, which
is the part used, are carefully picked off.
These possess a finely flavoured bitter, which
they readily impart to hot water. They im-
prove the taste of beer, and make it keep
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better. Kent, Sussex, and Worcester, are
the counties most famous for the growth of
hops.

The number of plants in flower is now very
sensibly diminished. @~ Those of the former
months are running fast to seed ; and few new
ones succeed. The uncultivated heaths and
commons are now, however, in their chief
beauty, from the flowers of the different kinds
of heath or ling with which they are covered,
so as to spread a rich purple hue over the
whole ground: meadow-saffron, and Canter-
bury-bells are in flower. Many of the fern
tribe now shew the rusty-coloured dots on the
back of the leaves, which are their parts of fruc-
tification : the leaves of the beech tree now
assume a yellow tinge.

Some of the choicest wall-fruits are now
coming into season.

The sunny wall
Presents the downy peach, the shining plum,
The ruddy fragrant nectarine, and, dark
Beneath his ample leaf, the luscious fig.
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About the middle of August, the largest of
the swallow tribe, the swift or long-wing,
disappears.

On their neighbouring beach yon swallows stand,
And wait for favouring winds to leave the land.

As there can yet be no want of insect food—
moths abound in profusion at this time; the
alderman and painted lady-butterfiies are con-
stantly on the wing, and the weather is still
warm—they cannot be supposed to retire to
holes or caverns, and become torpid for the
winter, and as they are so admirably formed for
flight, it can scarcely be doubted that they now
migrate to some distant country. The wry-
neck also departs, and the turtle dove. Starl-
ings congregate about this time. Nearly at
the same time, rooks no longer pass the nights
from home, but roost in their nest-trees.

The red-breast, one of our finest though
commonest songsters, renews his music about
the end of the month. The young ones, that
are now full-grown, give us a presage of their
future familiarity with us, by hopping near us,






SEPTEIBIER.

Now softened suns a mellow lustre shed,
The laden orchards glow with tempting red ;

On hazel-boughs the clusters hang embrowned,
And with the sportsman’s war the new-shorn fields resound.
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especially in the warmer climates and in moist
situations. Those, who are obliged to be
abroad early or late in this season, should be
guarded by warm clothing against the cold fogs.

In late years, a good deal of corn is abroad,
especially in the northern parts of the island,
at the beginning of September; but it is
supposed that, in general, all will be got in,
or at least cut, by this time; for the first of
the month is the day on which it is allowed
by law to begin shooting partridges. These
birds make their nests in corn-fields, where
they bring up their young, which run after the
parents like chickens. While the corn is
standing, they have a safe refuge in it; but
after harvest, when the sportsman may freely
range over the stubble with his pointers, they
are either obliged to take to the wing, and
offer themselves to the shooter’s aim, or are

surrounded by nets on the ground, and thus
taken in whole coveys :

In his mid.career, the spaniel struck,
Stiff, by the tainted gale, with open nose,
Outstretched, and finely sensible, draws full,

































OCTOBER.

The fading, many-coloured woods,
Shade deepening over shade, the country round
Imbrown; a erowded umbrage, dusk and dun,
of ev’ry hue, from wan, declining green
To sooty dark.
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constantly enough to be worth cultivation for
the purpose of making wine.

This month is particularly chosen, on account
of its mild temperature, for the brewing of malt
liquor designed for long keeping, which is there-
fore commonly called Old October.

The farmer continues to sow his winter-corn
during this month; and wheat is frequently not
all sown till the end of it. When the weather
is too wet for this business, he ploughs up the
stubble-fields for winter-fallows. Acorns are
sown for young plantations at this time; and
forest and fruit trees are planted.

At the very close of the month, a few flowers
still cheer the eye; and there is a second blow
of some kinds, particularly of the woodbine.
But the scent of all these late flowers is com-
paratively faint. The dahlia, a recent addition to
our garden flowers, a native of Mexico, makes
a brilliant display, not only from the beauty of
its form, but from the great variety of its
colours.

About the end of this month, or the begin-
ning of the next, generally happens one or more
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Cold grew the foggy morn, the day was brief,

Loose on the cherry hung the crimson leaf;

The dew dwelt ever on the herb ; the woods

Roared with strong blasts, with mighty showers the floods :
All green was vanished, save of pine and yew,

That still displayed their melancholy hue,

Save the green holly with its berries red,

And the green moss that o’er the gravel spread.
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again, until it had ascertained the place at
which it could be held in equilibrium ; when
it flew oft with it. Those who are aware how
closely some species of the grasses, garlic,
and umbelliferous plants resemble each other,
and who, consequently, know how needful it
is to prefix labels to them as remembrancers
of their names, will readily perceive that much
inconvenience arose from the jackdaws’ appro-
priation of the labels; and this, especially,
when they removed, as they sometimes did,
the labels from sown seeds, as the plants
arising from these seeds must, in some species,
grow for a year or more before their names
could be ascertained. I cannot give a pro-
bable idea of the number of labels which the
jackdaws annually removed; but have more
than once been told, by persons who had
ascended the tower of Great St. Mary’s church,
and the towers or steeples of other churches,
that wooden labels, bearing botanical inserip-
tions, were abounding in these places. The
house of the late Dr. (I think a Dr.) Kerrich,
in Free School Lane, was close beside the


















D) 18 © 12 Bl 13 15 IR

See, Winter comes, to rule the varied year,
Sullen and sad, with all its rising train ;

Vapours, and clouds, and storms.










































