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Speaking of Ghosts, &c. Dr. Johnson observed :—
““ This is a question which, after five thousand
years, is still undecided :—a question, whether
in Theology or Philosophy, one of the most ime-
portant that can come before the human under=

standing.”"—DBosweLL'S L1FE or JOHNSON,
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PREFACE.

IN an age like the present, when the glorious
light of the Gospel, the life of faith, and the won-
ders of the invisible world, are neglected or de-
spised ;—when a base and spurious philosophy has
usurped an uncontrolled empire over the minds of
men, and “ science, falsely so called,” has puffed
them up with a high conceit of superior wisdom,
an attempt to drag from obscurity the treasures of
former times, and exhibit to the present age the
knowledge and experience of the past, may be ex-
pected to meet with any thing rather than a favour-
able reception. ** What!” will the modern Sad-
ducee exclaim, * will you at this time of day bore
us with obsolete and incredible stories of witches,
ghosts, and apparitions? Will you retrograde the
march of science, and carry back the intelligence
of the present age to the standard of the 17th
century ? Will you send us to Dr. Cotton Mather
for philosophy, or to Mr. Richard Baxter for learn-
ing or common sense?” And why not? They
were bright and shining lights in their generation,
in an age not unenlightened by science, or de-
ficient in acute and subtle reasoning, sound sense,
or solid philosophy. In this age flourished a
Bacon, a Boyle, a Barrow, and a Hale. In this
age, the aspiring muse of Milton bLounded on
towering wing her way to heaven, traversed the
mansions of the blest, and with the enchanting
magic of her lay * called up spirits from the yasty
deep,” Whilst the eagle eye and penetrating
th
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mind of Newton explored the secrets of naturey,
revealed the laws of matter, and instructed men in
the order and harmony of the universe,

Superior beings, When of late they saw

A mortal man unfold all Nature’s law,
Admired such wisdom in an earthly shape,
And viewed a Newton as we view an ape.

Shall it then be thovght beneath the present!
race of scholars to gather instruction from such am
age as this? All knowledge is valuable, if, as it iss
generally admitted, experience is the parent ofl
wisdom. If the knowledge of the present is de=--
rived from the facts and experrence of the past (a:
truth which we presume few, if any, will doubt ozs
deny), it follows, that the more extensive and acw-
curate information we possess of such facts andd
experience, the more correct will be our conclu--
sions, and the more comprehensive and exact our:
knowledge. ** But thesauthors whom we would re--
commend are weak and credulous men !—believers:
in ghosts, and relaters of fabulous tales !” But aree
these tales fabulous? This is the question to bes
tried. Will it be admitted that they were honest!
men? Did they possess suflicient integrity andi
common sense to be admitted, if now living, too
give evidence in a court of law on any importanti
fact which had come under their own observation,.
We believe that their testimony would be con--
sidered not only admissible, but ample and con--
vincing, Let us take a short view of their lives:
and characters.

Richard Baxter, as is welliknown, was an emi»+
nent nonconformist divine, and, like many others:
of his scrupulous brethren at that time, a sufferer:
for conscience sake. He is reported to have had!
the holdness and courage of an apostle, and the:
modesty and piety of a saint. He remonstrated
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fearlessly with the usurper Cromwell, and ex-
pressed his honest dissatisfaction at his measures.
After the Revolution, he received considerable
attentions from the Court, was appointed chaplain
in ordinary to the King, and offered a bishoprick.
But what was his answer to this proposal—that he
required no * other favour than to be permitted
to continue minister of Kidderminster,” Bishop
Burnett, who lived at the time, and must be con-
sidered a competent authority on this point, says,
“ Mr. Baxter was a man of great piety, and if he
had not meddled with too many things, would
have been considered one of the most learned men
of his age : he had a moving and pathetical way of
writing, and was his whole life long a man of great
zeal and much simplicity, but was unhappily subtle
and metaphysical in every thing,” *

Dr. Cotton Mather, another of our supposed
weak and incompetent witnesses, was born at Bos-
ton, in New England, 1663. Before he was
twelve years old he had made a considerable pro-
gress in the Greek and Latin languages, and even
entered upon Hebrew, so that, young as he was,
he was admitted to Harvard College, where he
took his first degree at the age of sixteen, and his
second at nineteen. In 1684 he became minister
at Boston, in the diligent discharge of the duties
of which office, and in writing no less than three
hundred and eighty-two books, pamphlets, &e¢., he
spent his life. He acquired so high a character
for prudence and wisdom, that he was frequently
consulted on affairs of state. Nor was his fame

.# e was “ subtle and metaphysical,” says the
Bishop, and yet “ was his whole life long a man
of much simplicity ;"—that is, he possessed the

wisdom of the serpent and the harmlessness of the
dove.—Matt, x, 16,
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confined to his own country, Tn 1710 the learned
University of Glasgow sent him a diploma for the
degree of D.D.; and in 1714 the Roval Societv of
London chose him one of their Fellows.* The
pious and excellent Thomas Biadbury, in his In-
troduction to Mr. Mather’s * Christian Philoso-
pher,” says, “ This work shows, from the disco-~
veries which are brought together, with what
spirit the author has pursued his inquiries into
the wonders of the universe. He has drawn into
his application all that the Bible hath said on the
subject, and thus lays open the two grgat books of
God—Nature and Scripture.”

These, then, are the men who are said to be
weak and credulous, and the authors of fabulous
and senseless tales, because they were persuaded
of the reality of supernatural appearances, and the
parrators of facts which had come under the ob-
servation of their own senses; facts, witnessed
not only by themselves, but others; attested by
aged and venerable ministers of the gospel; and
published at the time and in the countries where
these scenes are said to have bLeen enacted. The
former published at London, in a cheap form, and
widely distributed; the latter at Boston, in
America, by special command of his Excellency
the Governor of Massachusetts Bay.+ And here
we cannot but express our surprise and regret
that any, who call themselves Christians, should
“ unequally yoke themselves together with unbe-
lievers,” and madly conspire to depreciate and
destroy historical evidence. Do they think that, by

# General Biographical Dictionary.

+ Republished in London, 1693, 4to.; and in
1702, the principal parts of it were incorporated
in his great work, ** The Ecclesiastical History of
New England.”
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weakening human testimony, they shall strengthen
faith, or promote religion? They are mistaken.
Were they to succeed, the world would become a
wilderness of cunfusmn, and mankind be involved
in one common scene of ignorance, scepticism, and
infidelity. Yet so far will the pride of science,
and the fascinations of favourite theories, lead
men. Mr. Newnham, in a recent work on Super=
stition, published under the sanction of the
Bishop of Winchester, says, ** It has been stated
that all histories of apparitions rest on the same
basis of human testimony, but this is not a safe
foundation for belief, sinee it is liable to be acted
upon by passion, prejudice,” &c. Again, “ The
existence of spiritual beings cannot be demon=
strated, and must be received as a matter of faith.
Now on this view of the subject we rest our be=
lief; not on the treacherous foundation of merely
human testimony, but on the sure word of God,
which reveals to us the attributes and operations
of the Holy Spirit, and also speaks of good and
bad spirits,” &e. But does not our belief in the
genuineness and authenticity of the Scriptures
themselves depend in a great measure upon hu-
man testimonv—upon early ecclesiastical history—
and the traditions of the church? How should
we be assured, for instance, that the prophecy of
the destruction of Jerusalem was not, as Voltaire
asserts, written after the event, but that we learn,
from the concurrent testimony of primitive times,
that the books containing this prediction previously
existed —that they were read in the churches—
quoted by the Apostolical Fathers—and esteemed

sacred by the early Christians. We shall not stop
here to argue the question, whether the existence
of spiritual beings can or cannot be demonstrated,
or whether the belief of them does, as this learned
author affirms, entirely depend upon Seripture
testimony, seeing that all nations have entertained
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some notion of a deity, as well as of good and
pad angels. It would not seem improbable that
it is an early and natural revelation of God to
man ; nor does this opinion want the countenance
of inspiration 1tself. St, Paul, in his Epistle to,
the Romans, says, * That which may be known
of God is manifest in them, for God hath shewed
it unto them ; for the invisible things of him from
the beginning are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead,” But though we do not see
reason to think with Mr. Newnham, that the ex-
istence of spiritual beings is nowhere revealed but
in the sure word of God, yet we do admit that
their existence, as well as their operations and
visible appearances, are therein amply and fully
disclosed. That good angels interest themselves
in the affairs of men, and are commissioned to
succour and assist them—that they are ministering
spirits, sent out to minister for those who shall be
heirs of salvation, all Christians, we believe, ad-
mit., But as some pretend to doubt, and others
deny, the corporeal appearance and visible opera-
tions of e:il spirits, we shall examine what the
Scriptures of truth declare on the subject.* It ap-

* We shall not dwell upon the following pas-
sages, although they furnish arguments which
those who adhere to the letter of Seripture, and do
not run into Mr. Woolston’s mystical sense—or
rather nonsense—cannot avoid. The Devil meta-
morphosed himself into the shape of a serpent, to
converse with and tempt Adam and Eve. Evil
angels were sent among the Egyptians (Psalm
1xxviii. 49); evil angels were not permitted to
come into the Israelites’ houses (Exodus xii. 23);
Batan raised the great storm that blew down the

house of Job's children (Jobi, 19); and smote his
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pears, then, that when Moses and Aaron went down
into Egypt to demand the liberation of their coun=-
trymen, and proposed miracles as a proof of their
- power and authority, they were for some time op=

posed by the equally extraordinary pretensions of
the Egyptian magicians.—(See Exod. ch. vii, &c.)
Now although these sorcerers were obliged finally
to give way, and acknowledge that the miracles of
Moses were wrought * by the finger of God,” yet
it cannot be doubted that their feats were also
supernatural and miraculous; and as it 1s not
likely that God would arm them with power in
order to baffle or retard the designs of his own
messengers, we can only suppose them assisted by
some evil and malignant demon. One of the
~earliest commands of the God of Israel was—
“ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” And
the prohibition is afterwards further explained and
enforced—** There shall not be found among you
any one that useth divination, or an observer of
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer,
or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or
a necromancer—these shall be put to death—they
shall stone them with stones.”—Deuteron, xviii.
10, 11; Leviticus xxvii. Now surely it cannot
be imagined that these laws were ordained by
God to repress imaginary crimes, or to punish
imaginary beings, But to set the matter beyond
any possibility of doubt, we find examples of the
actual exercise of these diaboiical arts. First, in
the case of Saul and the Witch of Endor (1 Sam.

body all over with boils (Jobii. 7); and when
God asked Satan whence he came, he answered,
““from going to and fro in the earth” (Jobi. 7.)—

See Glanvil's * Sadducismus Triumphatus,” p.
236, edit, 1726, \
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xxviii.) ;* seecondly, in that of Menasseh, a subse««
quent king of Jerusalem, who * observed times,
and wused enchantments, and dealt with familiar:

* There have not been wanting witty and con=-
ceited writers to burlesque, ridicule, and pervert:
this as well as other passages of Scripture. Ac=<}
cording to Reginald Scott and Mr. Webster, theree
was nothing extraordinary or supernatural in thee
whole of this affair, but it was a mere piece of!
jugglery and imposture. * The woman cast herself!
into a feigned trance, and lay grovelling upon the:
earth, and so changing her voice, did mutter and!}
murmur, and peep and chirp, like a bird coming;
forth from the shell ;—or spake through some hol--
low cave or vault, or through some pipe, or in ai
bottle ;—or had a confederate apparelled like Sae.
muel to play his part ;—and that it was neither:
Samuel’s body, soul, ghost, or devil, but only the:
cunning and imposture of the woman alone, or:
assisted with a confederate.”—Display of Witch--
crafts, p. 166, But how could this confederate :
knave all of a sudden possess and clothe himself
with the sacerdotal habit 7—how did he manage to
change his face, and mien, and voice, so as to dis=~
course for a long time with Saul (who was inti-
mately acquainted with Samuel) without detec-
tion 7—how did they contrive to foretell with such
accuracy and exactness Saul’s impending fate 7—
But that it was the ghost of Saul that appeared, is

ast all reasonable doubt, Dr. Delaney says—
“ The son of Sirach, who seems to have had as
much wisdom and penetration as any critic that
came after him, is clearly of opinion with the
sacred historian, that it was Samuel himself; and
it is no unfair presumption that it was also the
judgment of the Jewish ehurch in his time.” His
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spirits and wizards, and provoked God to anger.”
(2 Kings xxi. 6.) The Jews, obstinate and per-
verse, were always inclined to imitate the rites
and usages of the neighbouring nations. Idolatry
was forbidden under the severest penalties, yet
were they continually falling into this 1mpious
and senseless practice. And notwithstanding the
frequent denunciations against sorcery and witch-
craft, they could never be brought entirely to
abandon them. St. Paul, addressing the Gala-
tian converts, who appear to have been mostly
Jews, mentions idolatry and witcheraft amongst
the works of the flesh, telling them, that they who
do such things shall not imherit the kingdom of
God.—(Gallat, v. 20, 21.) At Ephesus we hear
of certain Jews, Ezxorcists, and others, who used
curious arts.—(Acts xix, 16—19.) And Christ
speaks of such practices as common amongst them.
“ If I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do
vour children cast them out? therefore they shall
be vour judges.”—(Matt. xii. 27.)* But though

words are, * After his death" (speaking of Sa-
muel) * he prophesied and showed the king his
end.”—Ecclesiastic. xlvi. 20. The text positively
calls him Samuel (in the original, Samuel him-
self) “ And Saul perceived that it was Samuel,”
ver. 14; “ And Samuel said"to Saul,” ver. 15
“ Then Saul was sore afraid because of the words
of Samuel,” ver. 20. Now it is Yo be observed
that these are not the expressions of Saul, or of the
witch, but of that infallible Spirit who dictated
the Holy Seriptures.—(See more to this purpose,
as well as a clear and satisfactory defence of the
passages before cited from Ezodus, Deuteronomy,
&e., in the leamed Dr. Henry More’s Postseript
attached to Mr. Glanvil's * Sadducismus Tri-
umphatus,”)

* It is plain (says Mr. Scott) that there were

-

a v
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these daik and diabolical practices could not be: |
restrained by the dead letter of the law, they were: |
unable to stand before the mighty power andl}

e ——

those who made it their business to expel evill

spirits from possessed persons (Acts xix, 13—16)3;
and that some of them were countenanced by the:
Pharisees. Now these exorcists might be left to|
determine the cause betwixt Jesus and his ac-.
cusers. If they asserted that he “* cast out devils
by the prince of the devils,” they could not prove
that their own children or disciples cast them out:
by any other power; and if they ascribed tlile ex=
orcisms of these persons to the assistance of God,

how couid they doubt of those effected by Jesus
bemg the same, when they are every way so vastly
superior. -—Cumﬂien!aiy on the Bibtle. Dr. W hitby
says,  that it was the custom of the Jews to cast
out devils by the invocation of the name of the
Most High, or of the God of Abraham, Isaae, and
Jacob.” Josephus informs us that they derived
this art from Solomon. Justin Martyr says to
Trypho, the Jew, *¢ If you exorcise in the name of
the God of Abraham, perhaps the demon will
obey you.” This (says Mr. Elsley) took place in
the time of Christ, as the text here intimates, and
also before and after his appearance. Thus
Irenzus, ** By the invocation of the Most High,
even before the advent of our Loid, men were
saved from evil spirits, and even to this day they
are thus expelled by the Jews.” See also Ter-
tullian adv, Marcion. Josephus relates that he
saw Eleazar, a Jew, expel demons before the Em-
peror ’t"’espasmn Origen says, ** that the name
of the God of Ahmhnfm Isaae, and Jacob, being
used by the Jews in their incantations, did great
miracles.”” From the Jews, the Egﬂntians and
other heathens borrowed these forms of adjura-




PREFACE. xiii

living presence of the messengers of God, The
- Egyptian magician rivalled for a while the miracles
of Moses, by turning their rods into serpents, and
the waters of Egypt into blood, but they were soon
discomfited and subdued, and obliged to acknow-
ledge the supremacy of the God of Israel. In like
manner did Elymas the sorcerer withstand Paul to
his face, but the hand of the Lord came upon him,
and he was struck blind.—(Acts xiii.) So also
the Spirit of God triumphed over the sorceries of
the Jews, and entering into this ‘ strong man’s
house” of superstition, ** spoiled his goods;” for
when Paul was at Ephesus, the Jewish exorcists,
and others who used curious arts, seeing the mira-
cles which the apostles did, and finding that the
power of their craft was gone, ‘* came and cone
fessed, and shewed their deeds, and brought their

-

tion in their magical practices; thus the words
Adonat and Zebaoth were frequent with them.”—
Whithy's Paraphrase, and Elsley's Annotations.

It appears, also, that %t this time the power of
casting out devils was possessed by a spurious sort
of Christians—probably some of the early heretics,
That they were not Jews appears evident, for
these, as long as they continued attached to the
ancient faith, were always against, or opposed to
Christ. Neither could they be true and orthodox
Christians, for they followed not Christ and his
disciples, * nor conversed with them as brethren.”
says Doddridge (Eaxpositor, sect, 96). They were,
therefore, censured by the apostles, and thought
by them unworthy o possess so excellent a gift.
John said, * Master, we saw one casting out
devils in thy name, and he followeth not us, and
we forbid him because he followeth not us: and
Jesus said, Forbid him not, for he that is not
against us is for us."—Luke ix, 49, 50,
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books together and burned them before all men.”
—(Acts xix. 11—13.) Aund what became of the
mighty wonders of that prince of magicians, Simon
Magus ?  Although his sorceries were of so mag-
nificent and imposing a character that he had for a
long time bewitched the people of Samaria, from
the least to the greatest, and even succeeded in per=
suading them that he was the great power of God,
no sooner did Philip go amongst them, than the
veople left the magician, ““and were baptized,
both men and women ;" nay, even Simon himself,
beholding and wondering at the things that were
done, professed also to believe, desiring, says Mr.
Baxter, to promote his own greatness, and not
Christ’s interest and honour, and therefore would
have bought the power of giving the Holy Ghost,
that he might have this added to the rest of his
wonders, to make great his name, and to bring him
yet into higher admiration of the people: where-
upon he received that heavy censure, Acts viii. 20,
also ver.9,10,11,18,19, and so became the leader of
a deluded sect, and an opposer of the apostles. To
Rome he would go on Satan’s work, as they did on
Christ’s, and there, by his witchcrafts, got into so
much admiration, in the days of Claudius, that he
was taken for a god, and had a sfatue set up to
him —See Justin Martyr, Apology 2.*¥ 1In his

* Dr. Middleton asserts, on the authority of an
ancient inscription, dug up two or three centuries
aco, that the statue, said to be dedicated to Simon
Magus, was erected in honour of a Sabine deity of
a similar name, Semoni Sanco. But how could
Justin have made such a mistake : he was at Rome
when he wrote Lis Apology, and not long after the
time of Simon; he must have been surrounded by
intelligent Christians, who had been born and
brought up at Rome,and who would certainly have
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contending with the apostles, he would needs fly,
in the sight of the people, but at the prayers of
Petier and Paul he tumbled down, and ended his
wretened life.  Arnobius says, ‘* the Romans saw
the race of Stmon and his fiery cRariots blown away
by the mouth of Peter”  These facts are attested,
not by one or two, but by most of the writers of
the first ages who meddle with church history—see
Epiphanius, Cyril of Jerusalem, Arnobius, Philos-
trins, Theodoret, Sulpicins Severus, and others.™
But though the powers of darkness were thus
driven back and defeated, they were not de-
stroved: after the death of the apostles they again
rallied their broken forces, and recommenced the
practice of their dark, mysterious, and mischievous
arts. We shall proceed to show, in opposition to
Dr. Conyers Middleton, and other modern Saddu-
cees, that miracles, both demoniacal and divine, con-
tinued long after the age of the apostles, In our
Lord’s commission to the apostles, he said, * Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to

seen and corrected the error before the Apology
was presented to the emperor and sevnate; but the
statues were so dissimilar, that it was scarcely
possible for any man of common sense, who was
upon the spot, to confound them. Simon’s was
made of brass, the other of stone; the inscriptions
were also different; Simon’s was inscribed, Simont
Deo Sancto ; the other, Semoni Sungo Deo Fidio ;
and it is remarkable that St. Augustine, who gives
the same history of Simon’s statue that Justin
does, distingunishes it from that of Semo Sancus,
which both he and Lactantius particularly mens
tion,—See Dodwell's answer to Middleton, 1649 ;
and Brooke's Examination, 1750.

* DBaxter's ** Unreasonableness of Infidelity,”
pa.. 3, puge 123, &e,
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every creature; and these signs shall follow them
that believe, in my name shall they cast out devils,
they shall speak with new tongues, they shall take
up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing it
shall not hurt them, they shall lay hands on the
sick and they shall recover.”—Mark xvi, 17. Dr.
Gill, in his commentary upon the 15th verse of
this chapter, says, that this commission not only
included the apostles, but reached to all the mi-
nisters of the Gospel in succeeding ages, to the
end of the world, And after the same manner
divines generally interpret a parallel passage,
Matthew xxviii. 20, Archbishop Potter says,
““ Since the apostles all died within the compass
of fourscore years after this extensive promise was
made, it could no other way be fulfilled than by
our Lord’'s being with their successors to the end
of the world.”” Now, that this is the true inter-
pretation is evident, for the apostles could not
have gone out into all the world; America, and
many other parts, not having then been dis=
covered ; nor could the Gospel have been preached
to every creature, or all the heathen, as some have
it, in so short a space of time as the lives of the
apostles; we must therefore look to future ages
for its accomplishment, and we need not go far to
find it. During the first four centuries, many of
these signs followed the preaching of the Gospel,
as Dr. Whitby on this chapter, and in his General
Preface to the Epistles, has fully proved: nay,
even Jews have been known to work miracles by
the name of Christ.  Our Saviour told his disci=
ples, that *false Christs and false prophets should
arise, and show great signs and wonders, insomuch
that, if it were possible, they should deceive even
the very elect;”’—Matthew xxiv. 24, and the
apostle tells us that the coming of Antichrist is
to be * after the working of Satan with all power,
and signs, and lying wonders,”—Thess. ii. 9 ; see
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also Rev. xvi. 14 ;—* Not fictitious or counter-
feit miracles,” says the learned Mr. Reeves,* ** but
true, real, supernaturul wonders, wrought in con-
firmation of a lie; for if they were tricks and ap-
pearances only, how could the coming of Anti-
christ be said to be according to the working of
Satam with all power?’ From these passages,
then, it appears gyident, that wonders, signs, and
miracles, were to continue; and of the fact of
their continuance we are fully assured, by the
- unanimous testimony of succeeding ages, Justin
Martyr, a man ‘ educated in all the Grecian
learning and philosophy, and one of the earliest
writers of the Christian Church,”t says, that in
his time both men and women were endued with
the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit of God. That
Satan was every where cast out of possessed per=-
sons, and driven away by the Christians, when all
uthe:- exorcists and enchanters had failed in the
attempt ; this, he says, might be seen by every
one, not only at Rome, but in ail parts of the
world. Irenzus, who flourished A. D. 184, says,
that in his days all who were disciples of Christ
wrought miracles in his name, and that the dead
were frequently raised through their fasting and
prayers, and lived afterwards many years amongst
them.

Tertullian,{ and alter him Cyprian, made public
challenges to all the Pagans, and to their perse-
cuting ruIEH to bring those possessed with devils
into the Christian as:-:,emblies, and if they did not
cast them out, and make them confess themselves

£

* Reeves's ¢ Apologies of Justin Martyr,” &e.
vol. 11. page 276.
t General Biographical Dictionary.

I Tertullian flourished A, D, 198, Cpyprian,
A. D, 250,
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to be devils, and Christ to be the Son of God,
then they were content to suffer. Origen, who
flourished A. D. 230, says, that in his time devils
were every where cast out of possessed persons,
even by the meanest sort of Christians, without
any ceremony, but merely by their pravers.
Theophilus of Antioch, Minutius Felix, Arno-
bius, Lactantius, and Julius Fermicius, carry
down the evidence of miracles as low as the begin-
ning of the 4th century. Constantine, it is well
known, was converted to Christianity by the ex-
hibition of a cross suspended in the air; and that
renegade and apostate, Julian, was driven {rom his
impious attempt to rebuild Jerusalem, by fiery
eruptions and tremendous thunder.—(See this
fully proved in Bishop Warburton's “ Julian,”)
Socrates relates, that at Constantinople, where he
himself resided, a Jew, who had been a paralytic
for many years, and could find no relief, was, on
being baptized, immediately relieved from his
disease; he concludes his account with saying,
that many Greeks, upon seeing the miracle, be-
lieved, and were baptized.

About the year 373, Macarius the elder was
greatly distinguished in Egypt by his gift of pro=
phecy, the power of healing diseases, and casting
out devils; all which powers are fully and strongly
attested by Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret.
Miracles are also attested bv Saint Athanasius,
Saint Ambrose, Saint Jerome, and others, the
most learned, orthodox, and pious divines of this
or indeed any other age. Saint Augustine says,®
that miracles were so frequent and extraordinary
in his time, that large accounts were written and

* De Civitate Dei, lib. 22, cap. 8. Confess.
lib. 9, cap. 7. De Unitate Eccles. cap. 10. Serm,
de divers, 39.
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. published of them, and read to the people in the
churches ; some of these are said to bave been
done before many witnesses, some in the public
assemblies, and some in his own presence,

It is useless to descend farther. Inmno age hath
God left himself without witnesses ; but seeing the
ignorance of men, ‘* ever learning, and never come
to the knowledge of the truth,” rivetted in their af-
fections to the earth, and foolishly inclined to at-
tribute every thing to second causes, he permits,
ordains, or operates, in every age, such strange and

 unnatural effects as shall awaken their dull and
grovelling minds to the contemplation of a super=
intending power and providence, and to a sensible®
conviction of the world of spirits. It would carry
us beyond the limits of a preface, were we to at-
tempt to exhibit to our readers a view of the ae-
cumulated evidence furnished by the dark ages.
Passing by these, as well as the testimonies of the
Reformers and early Protestant writers, we shall
come down at once to the 17th century: an age
abounding in every variety of learning, and full of
the most surprising wonders; nor need we stop
long even here, as these are amply displayed in
the works before us. We shall therefore merely
add, to the facts already collected, a few which,
though alluded to by our authors, do not appear to
have come under their immediate and personal
observation ; we mean the extraordinary cures
effected by the royal touch, and those produced by
the hands of Mr. Valentine Greatarick. With re-
gard to the former, we might multiply proofs to
any extent; the fact is so well attested, that to

—_— ——

* ¢ Many can apprehend these arguments from
sense, who cannot vet reach, and will not be con-

vinced by other demonstrations.—Saints' Rest,
part 2, chap. 7.
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disbelieve it, as Mr. Jer. Collier ohserves, is to run
into the excesses of scepticism. We shal take the
account given by one who was an eye-witness, and |
being an experienced and eminent surgeon, he
must be considered fully competent to judge of the

matter :—* It is not my business,” says Mr. Wisea.
man,* ¢ to enter into divinity controversies; all|
that I pretend to is, first, the attestation of the:
miracles, and secondly, a direction for such as;
have not opportunity of receiving the benefit of |
this stupendous power; the former of these one:
would think should need no other proof than the:
great concourse of strumous persons to Whitehall,
and the success they find in it; I'myself hare been
a frequent eye-witness of many hundreds of cures,

performed by his majesty’s touch alone, without
any assistance of chirurgery, and the.e, many of!
them, such as had tired out the endeavours of able
chirurgeons belore they came thither. It were -
endless to recite what I myself have seen, and |
what I have received acknowledgments of by
letter, not only from several parts of this nation,
but also from Ireland and Scotland. Sowme will .
impute it to the journey and change of air, others
to the effect of imagination; the first of these is

easily conluted, by the hundreds of instances that

are to be given of the inhabitants of this city, .
who certainly could meet with little change of air, ,

% ¢ Chirurgical Treatises,” by Richard Wiseman, .
serjeant chirurgeon to King Charles the Second. .
London, 4th edition, 1703, Folio, As a profes-.
sional work, its reputation may be somewhat
estimated by the number of editions which so
bulky a volume has gone through. It has also
been admired for the purity and correctness of its
style. Dr. Johnson, in his large Dictionary, has
made numerous quotations from it,
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or indeed of exercise, in a journey to Whitehall;
the second is as readily taken off, by the example
of infants, who have been frequently lealed,
though they have not been old enough to imagine
anything g, or do any act, that could contribute to
the cure.”” Of the cures performed by Mr. Valen~
tine Grea,mruk Doctor Henry Stubbe,* a learned
physician, and an eye-witness, has given the fol-
Jowing account :—** T do not relate to you the re-
ports of interested monks and friars, concerning
_things done in private cells. An infinite number
of nobility, gentry, and clergy of Warwickshire,
persons too understanding to be deceived, and too
honourable and worthy to deceive, will avaw, that
they have seen him publicly cure the lame, the
blind, the deaf, the perhaps not unjustly supposed
demoniacs, and lepers, beside the asthma, falling
gickness, &c.—(page 4.) I saw him put his
finger into the ears of a man who was very thick
of hearing, and immediately he heard me, when I
asked him very softly several questions. I saw

another, whom he had touched three weeks before
for a deafness in one ear, whom I had known to be
'so many years ; I stopped the other ear very close,
and I found him to hear very well, as we spoke in
a tone no way beyond our ardinary conversation.
Some I observed to have received no help by him
at all, some to have received a momentary benefit,
and some as yet continue so well, that I think [
can safely say that they are cured. This variety

Ca

® In aletter to the Honourable Robt. Boyle,
with some other cures, attested by E. Foxerolt,
M.A., dedicated to the author's worthy and learned
friend Dr, Thos. Willis, professor of natural phi-
losophy, at Oxford, by Henry Stubbe, physician,
at Stratford-upon-Avon. 4to. 1666. Oxford,
printed by H, Hall, printer to the University,
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of success amused me : yet I recollected with my--
sell how there were some diseases, as well as:
devils, which even the apostles could not cast out ;
and could not persuade myself that Trophimus:
was the only man, or Miletum the only place,
where Paul left any sick. T considered the man:
no apostle, and therefore thought it injurious to
expect from him that which was not to be found in:
these extraordinary envoys of heaven.—(pages 5°
and 6.) I observed that he used no maunner of!
charms, or unlawful words: sometimes he ejacu--
lated a short prayer, and when he had cured any;
he bade them give God the praise, I considered!
that there was no manner of fraud in the perform--
ance, that his hands had no manner of medica--
ments on them, for I smelled to them, and handled!
them, and saw them washed more than once, after:
some cures, anel before others, nor was his stroak--
ing so violent, as that much could be attributed!
to the friction.—(page 8.) The Rev. G. Foxcroft!
says, in a letter appended to the above—Having:
been lately requested, by the learned Dr. Stubbe,
to set down in writing some few of the cures of!
Mr. Greatarick, since his coming into England, Il
shall barely relate matter of fact, in four or five:
instances, whereof I have been an eyve-witness.—-
Tuesday, Feb. 1, Mis, Reynolds, a shopkeeper’ss
wife, of Alcester, in Warwick, having been forrs
some time disabled in her arms and hands, so thatt
she was not able to use them, or even undress her=-
self, was that day touched by Mr. Greatarick; she:
found them strengthened at the first time, and!
much more after, so that she could put them be=-
hind her back, combe her hair, and use her needle,
and thus she continues to this dav. The same:
day, in the Town Hall, I saw two women delivered’
from the falling sickness.—(page 32.) The next:
instance is of one Hester Jourdan, of Shropshire,
who, as the friends related, had taken poison in her:
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infancy (by what mischance I know not), presently
lost both speech and hearing, and so has continued
ever since, she now being 22 years old; by the ap-
plication of Mr. G.’s hand to her tongue and ears,
both speech and hearing were recovered, and
though her speech was mot very articulate, yet she
intelligibly enough imitated any words spoken to
her ; for when Mary was spoken, she returned Maa
~—for father, faa—for motlier, maa, &c.—(page 42)
The truth of these narratives is attested by me, IE.
-Foxcroft, M.A., and one of the Fellows of King's
College, Cambridge. Feb. 22, 1666.”

We have now gone through the evidence which
we intend, at present, to adduce in favour of what
are called vulgar miracles. They have been wit=
nessed by every age, and every nation, savage and
civilized ; attested by thousands of eye and ecar
witnesses, and even by the sacred writers them-
selves. Laws have been made to punish sorcerers,
and to repress the exercise of magical arts, not
only by this, and other enlightened nations, but
even by God himself, Hundreds of witches have
been convicted by judges and juries, on full, clear,
‘and convincing evidence, and many have volun-
tarily confessed their diabolical compacts, and
iniquitous deeds. Whoever can believe that all
these persons have been deceived, that the whole
world, down to the 18th century, has been in-
volved in one common scene of error and delusion ;
that laws are built upon chimeras, and history
upon fiction; that pious, grave, and venerabie
judges have been murderers, and the wisest and
best men of former times fools or knaves; those
that can bring themselves to such an absurd and
ridiculous conclusion, must possess a power which
we do not pretend to; they must be able to
believe whatever they please, and to disbelieve, in
opposition to the strongest and most conyincing
evidence,

August 1, 1834, THE EDITOR,
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It seemeth hard, to unruly minds, that God should!
keep iutellectual souls so strange to the unseens
world of spirits, that we know so little of themg;
and that our knowledge of them is no more by thes
way of sense. But there is in it much of God’'ss
arbitrary sovereign power, and much of his wis=-
dom, and much of liis justice, and also of his love..

1. It pleased him to make variety of creatures :
What harmony would there be without variety 7’
were there nothing but unity, there would be no--
thing but Goed. And various creatures must haves
a varlous situation, reception, and operations ; thee
fishes must not dwell in our cities, nor be ac=-
guainted with our affairs.

2. We here dwell in flesh, in bodies organizec
for the soul's reception, perceptions, and opes
rations; and the wisdom of Goed doth suitablys
dispose of lis communications, and give us thas
measure of light which is agireeable to our state
the sun must not shine on the infant in the wombl
nor must he there see our buildings, and tradingss,
and business in the world.

3. We have light here, that is proportionable to
our work and interest; so much as is necessary tc
our knowing of ourselves, and our God anc
governour, and our duty, and all those hopes tha:
are our necessary motives thereto. Men that wil
but observe the operations of their souls, may
competently know what a soul or spirit is; anc
men that will but open their eyes, and consider:
ately lock about them, may as certainly know thas
there is a God as they can know that there is any








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































