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THE

LIFE OF ROBERT NIXON,

COMMONLY CALLED

The Cheshire Prophet.

THE PROPHECY of NIXON has fo often given
a name to the productions of authors of different prin-
ciples, that it is now almoft become a doubt whether
fuch a perfon ever exifted. Pafling through Chefhire
lately, curiofity led me to enquire what credit thefe
legends bore amongft the natives : and [ was not a little
furprifed to find with what confidence they related
events which have come to pals within the memory of
many of the inhabitants ; and how ftrictly they ad-
hered to the notion, that he would not fail in the reit.
Awmongft this number was a namefake and defcendant of
the fame family with this famous idiot, who, at this
time, lives not far from Vale-Royal, from whoem [
had moftly what follows, which he faid he had often
heard his father and other ancient people in the country
relate. 1 alfo obtained a' manufcript copy, which
feemed to bear the appearance of antiquitv, —
Mr. Gerrard, Mr. Grimes, and many others of the
inhabitants of the foreft of Delamere, very obligingiy

tulg me what they knew, and confirmed what- was
pait. :
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JOHN or JONATHAN NIXON, the father of
eur prophet, was an hufbandman, who held the leafe
of a farm from the abbey of Vale-Royal, to this day
known by the name of Bark or Bridge-houfe, in the
Parifh of Over near New-Church, and not far from
Vale-Royal, on the foreft of Delamere, which houfe
is ftill kept up and venerated by the natives of Chefhire,
for nathing elfe,- that I could hear of, but this extraor-
dinary perfon’s birth, which took place on Whitfuntide,
and he was chriftened by the name of Robert, in the
year 1467, about the 7th year of Edward 1V, ; and
from his infancy he was remarkable for a ftupidity and
invincible ignorance, fo that 1t was with great difficulty
his parents could inftruét him to drive the team, tend
the cattle, and fuch fort of ruitic employments.

His parents, at their deceafe, left the furm and our
Robert very young, to the care of an elder brother,
with whom he firit gave an initance of ihat fore-know-
ledge, which renders his name fo famous.

As he was driving the team one day, whilft his bro-
ther’s man guided the plough, he pricked an oxfo very
cruelly with his goad, that the plough-holder threatened
to acquaint his mafter; on which Nixon faid, the ox
thould not be his brother’s three days hence ;- which
accordingly happened, for a life dropping in the eftate,
the lord of the manor took the fame ox. for an
heriot, *

During his refidence here, he was chiefly diftin-

| guifhed for his fimplicity, feldom fpoke, and when he

did, it was with fo rough a voice that it was painful to
hear him; he was remarkably fatirical, and what he
faid had generally fome prophetic meaning. It was
about this time, that the monk of Vale-Royal, having
difpleafed him, he faid, in angry tone,

When you the Harrow come on high,
Soon a raven’s neft will be;

® Or an acknowledgment, which by the tenure of seme estates,
ks given to every neyw lord of a maror,
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which is well known to have come to pafs in the person
of the laft abbot of that place, whofe name was Har-
row. Being called before Sir Thomas Holcroft, he
was put to death for denying the [upremacy of Kring
Henry VIIL, Having fupprefled the abbey, the King
gave the domain to this knight and hisheirs, who bore
a raven for their creft.

At another time he told them. that Norton and Vale-
Royal abbies fhould meet on Acton-bridge, a thing
at that time looked upon as improbable ; yet thole two
abbies being pulled down, the ftones were ufed for the
purpofe of repairing the bridge ; and, what was more
improbable ftill, a fmall thorn, growing in the abbey-
vard, would become its door. We may eafily guefs,
no one thought this Jaft would ever come to pafs, and
efpecially as it was underftood by every one, at that
time of day, that thorns never grew fo large; but this
fhews the uncertain meaning of a prophecy, and that
what we underltand one way, is poffibly meant quiie
different ; {o it happened in this cafe, for, at the Re-
formation, the favage ravagers, under the fanction ot
religion, fought nothing but rapine and plunder to en-
rich themfelves, and under the name of banithing
fuperftition and pulling down idolatry, fpared not even
the moft revered lineaments of antiquity, the mofk
facred piles, the moft noble {truétures, or moft valua-
ble records, books written by our moft venerable fore-
fathers and heroic ancefltors. Pieces of the niceft paint,
and hgures of the belt workmanfhhip, being all loft,
irrecoverably loft; in one common fit of deftruétive
zeal, which every hue and cry is too apt to raifé in the
breaft of a hot-headed bigot ; whilft the truly religious
honeft, and learned men regret, to this day, the lofs
of thofe deftructive times has occafioned. Whilft thefe
reached Vale-Royal, this thorn, amonglt the reft,
being cut-down, was caft in the door-way, to prevent
fheep, which grazed in the courr, fon aeing .
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A time fhall come when priefts and monks
Shall have no churches nor houfes, -
And places where images ftood,

Lined letters fhal] be good,

Englith books through churches are {pread,
‘Lhere fhall be no holy bread,

It is not my intention to recite every particular he is
faid to have foretold, which regard either private families
or paft occafions-—however, it may not be amifs to men-
tion what is frefh in every one’s memory, who lives

near Delamere foreft, and was vouched to me by feve-
1al of the oldeft inhabitants :

Through Weaver-hall thall be a lone, *
Ridley-pool fhall be fown and mowr,
And Darnel-park fhall be hacked and hewn,

The two wings of Weaver hall are now ftanding,.
and between them is a cart road; Ridley-pool is filled
up, and made good meadow land ; and in Darnel-park
the trees are cut down, and it is made Into paiture
ground. |

I was alfo afTured, that he foretold the ufe of broad
wheels, &c. and that the town of Norwich, now a
confiderable place of trade for falt, will be deftroved by
water, which is expected to come to pafs, by the na-

‘tives of Chefhire, as much as any other part of his
prophecy has done; and fome urge, that the navigable
cuts lately made is the water meant ; but whethér a pre-
Judice againft thofe ufeful Improvements may not have
given rife to.this notion, time only can determine.

But what rendered Nixon the moft noticed was, that
at the time when the battle of Bofworth field was
fought between King Richard the Third and King
Henry the Seventh, he ftopped his team on a fudden,
and pointing with his whip from one hand to the other; .

* The term uted in this country for a lape,
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« cried, “ Now Richard! Now Harry I” feveral times ;
till at laft, he faid, ** Now Harry, get over that 1itch,
and you gain the dav.” The ploughhoelder, amazad,
related what had pafled when he .came home, and the
truth of the prediction was veritied by fpecial meflen- -
gers, fent to announce the proclamation of King H:nry
of England en the field of battle., :

The meffenger, who went this circuit, related on
his return, the predi@ion of Nixaon, ¢oncerning the
King's foccefs ; which, thonoh' it had been con-
firmed by his arrival, had made it no news to the
natives of thofe parts; but Henry, perhaps the wifef
prince of his time, not willing to be deeeived, nor
yet doubting the difpenfations of Providenee, thaugly
by the mouth of a fool, fent the fume meflenger
back to find Nixon, and to bring bim hefore him.
At the moment the King gave his orders, our pro-
phet was in the town of Over, about which he ran
like a madman, declaring the Kiug had fent for him,
and that he muft g0 to court, and-there be clammed ;
that is, be {turved to death. Such g declaration
occasioned a great deal of laughing in the town, to
think that his Majefty, fo noted for his wifdom,
fhould fend for a dirty drivelling clown to court, and
that, being fent for, he thould fear to ke ftarved
thete. Byt how great was their furprife, in a few

«days after, when tle meffengﬁr, pafling through the
town, demanded a guide to find Nixen, who (then
turning the fpit at hys brother’s, at the Bark-houfe)
eried, ““ He is coming, he is now on the road for
me;” but the aftonithment of the family can fcarcely
be lmacigmed, when, on the meflenger’s arrival, he
demanded Nixon in the King’s name, The people,

' who before fcoffed at bis fimple appearance apd

-odd fﬂj’mF,‘_ﬁ: and bad pointed to their very children
‘to make him thejr {port, were now confounded, on
ﬁ”'{"“g the moft ridiculous of al| he ever foretold (in

EIf opinion) become g truth, which was vouched
to their ownp €¥es. - Whillt hurried through the-
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country, Nixon ftill loudly lamented, that he was
going 16 be ftarved at court.

[Ie had no foener arrived there, than the cautious
King, willing to make trial of his foreknowledee,
devifed the following feheme to prove it. Having
hid a valuable diamond ring, which he cnmmnn]f-
wore, after the moft feemingly ftriét enquiry, made
through the palace, whether any one had feen it, he
fent for Nixon, telling him what a lofs he had fafs
tained, and that, if he could not help him to find it
he had no hopes left. But how much furprifed was
the King, when he got for an anfiver that old pro-
verb,

He who hideth can find =

On which he deelared with a finile, that he had done
this only to try the prophet; but ever after ordered
that what he {a’d thould be carefully put in writing.

To prevent Nixon's being ftarved, his Majefty
gave orders. for-him to have the liberty to range
through the whole palace, and the kitchen was to
be his more conftant dwelling. Befides which, aa
efficer was appointed to take care that he was
neither m {ufled or affronted by the fervants, nor at
a lofs for any neceffary of Iife. Thus fituated, one
would have thought want could never bave reached
him; yet, one day, as the King was going oaut to
bis hunting-feit, Nixon ran to him ecrying, and
begged, in the mot woving terms, that he might

- not be left, for that if he was, his Majefty would

never fee him again alive; that ne thould be ttarved;.
that now was the time, and if he was left he muit
die. .

The King, whofe thoughts were doubtlels fixed
on the diverfion he was going to, and fuppoling the
matter fo very unlikely to come to pafs, only faid
that it was impoflible, and recommended him.
{trongly to the officer’s care; but fcarcely was the
I‘;.?n_r-; eone from the pagreetul ey Fhda e oy e




“mocked and teazed Nixon to fuch a degree, that thLe
officer, to prevent thefe infults, locked him up in a
clofet, and futfered no one but hitnfelf to attend on
him, thinking that he fhounld prevent this part of his
prophecy from coming true, But a meflage of
great importance coming from the King to this very
officer, he, in his readinefs to obey the royal com-
mand, forgot to {fet poor Nixon at liberty, and though
he was but three days abfent, when he recolledted
his prifoner, he found him at his return dead, as he
had foretold, of hunger,

T'hus evidenced, with what is paft, ftands his
prophecy in every mouth in Chefhire ; yet a greater
affront cannot be given than to afk a copy from the
families faid to be poffeffed of it. Every pofiible
means, it is well known, has been ufed to {mother
the truth, perplex the curious, and even to aholifh
the very remembrance that fuch a one ever exifted,
but fromn what reafon eannot appear, except that it
is foretold that the heir of O— is to meet with fome
;Bnqmininus death, at his own gate,» with other

amily events, which though no person or time bein
perfectly diftinguithed, may perhaps occafion this
fecrecy.

I muft alfo obferve, that the crofs on Delamere
foreft, that is, three fteps and the focket in which
the crofs formerly ftood, are now funk within a few
inches of the ground, though all remember to have
feen it, within the memory of man, nearly fix feet
above, the crofs itself having been deftroyed long
ﬁnce: It is alfo remnarkable, that Headlefs crofs is

-mentioned by Merlin de Rymer, and moft other

l%nghﬂ} and Scotch prophets, as the laft place in

ngland on which it is fuppoled a decifive action
will happen; but as to any hxed period, when the

‘th”‘E? will come to pafs, I cannot learn, bcing all

‘mentioned with the greateft uncertainty, -

E 3 "
A few years ago, (since the ahove wan written) Mr E —,,

vaf O was killed by » F: ; i
_ y wa el by a fall £ h ‘n g
tashe was returaing from hantiog, Cade Smck et
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The oviginal Predictio

OF

ROBERT NIXON,

As delivered by himself,

leaiah fe s s ]
e e i i

WHEN a raven fhall build in a ftone lien’s mouth,

- On a church top befide the grey foreft,

Then fhall a King of England be drove frem hi
crown, X

And return no more.

. When an eagle fhall fit on the top of Vale-Roy
- houfe . -
Then fhall an heir be born, who fhall live to fee gre

troubles in England.

There {hall be a miller named Peter,
With two heels on one foot,

Who fhall diftinguifh himfelf bravely,
And fhall be knighted by the victor :

For foreign nations fhall invade England ;
But the invader fhall be killed,

And laid acrofs a horfe’s back,
And led in triumph,

A boy fhall be born with three thumbs on one hand,
Who thall hold three ngs’ horfes,

“Whilt England is three times won and loft in one da
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iBut after this fhall be happy days,

Anew fet of people of virtuous manners thall live
in peace.

t the wall of Vale-royal near the pond fhall be the
token of its truth,
For it fhall fall:
If it fall downwards,
hen thall the church be funk for ever:
tif it fall upwards againft a hill,
['hen fhall the church and honeft men live {till,
Under this wall fhall be found the bones of a Britifh

King.

Peckforton mill fhall be removed to Ludington-hill,
and three days blood fhall turn Noginthire mill.

jeut beware of a chance to the lord of Oulton,
Left he thould be hanged at his own door.

-crow fhall fit on the top of Headlefs crofs,
In the foreft fo grey,

ind drink of the nobles gentle blood fo free,
rwenty hundred horfes fhall want mafters,
Vill their girths rot under their belljes,

1'hro’ our own money and our own men,
' Shall a dreadful war begin ;
Fetween tne fickle and the suck,
11 England fhall haye 2 pluck;
pnd he feveral times forfworn,
'nd put to their wits end, .
Phat it thall not be known whether to reap their corn,
pury their dead, or go to the field to fight.

A great fcarcity of bread corn,
E:‘:ign nations fhall inyade England with fiiow on their

hc:imrts,

fnd fhail biing plagye, famine, and murder, in the
Ikirts of their garments,
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A great tax will be granted but never gathered -

Between a rick and two trees,
A famous battle fought fhall be.

London ftreet thall run with blood,
Ana at laft fhall fink,
So that it fhall be fulfilled,
Lineoin was, Londonis, and York fhall be
~ I'be fineft city of the three.

There will be three gates to London of imprifoned mea.
for cowfters.

Then if you have three cows, at the firft gate fell one,
and keep thee at home.

At the fecond gate fell the other two, and keep thee at
home. A

At the laft gate all thall be done.

\When fummer and winter fhall come, 1

And peace is made at every man’s honie, |

Then fhall be danger of war;

For tho’ with peace at night the nation ring,

Men fhall rife to war in the morning,.

‘There will be a winter Council, a careful Lhrlfhnas,
and a hlﬂndy Lent. i
l

In thofe days there fhall be hatred and bloodfhed, |

The father againft the fon, and the fon ag&mﬂ hl'
father,

That one may have a hcrufe for lifung the latch of the
door.

Landlords fhall ftand, with hats in ther hands, i

To defire tenants to hold their lands. 4

Great wars and prefling of foldiers, ;
But at laft clubs and clouted fhoes fhall carry the da

* It will be good in thefe days for a man to fell his g
and keep clofe at home.

‘Then forty pounds in hand

Will be better than forty pounds a year in land.



13

The cock of the North fhall be'm.aiie to flee, AT
Anid his feathers be plucked for his pride ; 1haf
T'hat he fhall almoft curfe the day that he was born.

Oneafked Nixon, where he might be fafe in thofe da}'s'?h

He anfwered, :
I God’s croft, between the rivers Merfey and Dee.

Scotland fhall ftand more or lefs, ’
131l it has brought England to a piteous cafe.
T'he Scots fhall rule England one whole year.

Three years of great wars,

And in all countries great uproars. [ i)
The firft is terrible, the fecond worfe, but the third un-A
bearable.

Three great battles ;
One at Northumberland-bridge,
One at Cumberland-bridge,
And the other the South fide of Trent,

Crows fhall drink the blood of many nobles. by
Ealt fhall rife againt Weft, and North againft South.

Then take this for good,
Noginthire mill thall run with blood,
Andmany fhall ly down Wanf{low-lane.

[
e |

A man thall come into England,
But the {on of a King crown’d with thorns
Shall take from him the victory.

Many nobles fhall fight
But a baftard Duke thall win the day, g
And fo without delay,

Set England in a right way.

" A wolf from the Eaft {hall right eagerly come,
On the South fide of Sandford, on a grey Monday
mern, ! sy I
Where groves thall grow upon a green, .../ . < A
Befide green grey they thall flee ' /00 [
Lnto rocks, and many die, c

RS
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They fhall flee into Ealt-Sfrand,
And twenty thoufand, without fword, fhall die each man.

The dark dragon over Sudfbrown,
“ ¢ 8hallbring with him a royal band :
But their lives thall be forlorn.
His head fhall be in Stafford town,
His tail in Ireland.

He boldly- fhall bring his men, thinking to win re-
nown:
Befide a wall in foreft fair he fhall be beaten down.

On Hine's heath they fhall begin this bloody fight,

And with train’d fteed thall hew each others’ helmet
bright :

But who fhall win that day no one can tell.

A Duke out of Denmark fhall him dight,

On a day in England, and make many a lord full low
to light, :

And the ladies cry, ¢ Well away,’

And the black fleet with main and might

‘Fheir enemies full boldly there affail.

In Britain’s land fhall be a knight,
On them fhall make a cruel fight,
A bitter boar with main and might
Shall bring a royal rout that day.
There fhall die many a worthy knight,
And be driven into the fields green and grey,
They fhall lofe both field and fight.

The weary eagle fhall to an ifland in the fea retire,
Where leaves and herbs grow freth and green.
There fhall he meet a lady fair,
Who fhall fay, ¢ Go help thy friend in battle flain’
Then by the counfel of that fair,
Heeagerly will make to flee
Twenty-fix ftandard of the enemy.

A rampant lion in filver fet, in armour fair,
. “hall help the eagle in that tide,
Whenmany a knight {hall die.
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The bear that hath been long tied to a ftake fhall fhake

his chains, . b | :
That every man fhall hear, and fhall caufe much de-

bate.

"The bull and the red rofe fhall ftand in ftrife,
T'hat fhall turn England to much woe,
And caule many a man to lofe his life.
In a foreft ftand oaks three,
Befide a headlefs crofs.
A well of blood fhall run and ree,
Its cover fhall be brafs,
Which fhall ne’er appear,
Till horfes’ feet have trod it bare:
Who wins it will declare.
The eagle fhall fo fight that day,
That v’er a friend’s from him away.
A hound without delay fhall run the chace far and
near.
The dark dragon fhall die in fight.
A lofty head the bear fhall rear,
The wide wolf fo fhall light.
The bridled fteed againft his enemies will fiercely
hight.

A fleet fhall come out of the North,
Riding on a horfe of trees.

A white hind beareth he,
And there wreaths fo free,

That day the eagle fhall him flay,
And on a hill fet his banner ftraightway.

‘That lion who’s forfaken been and forced to flee,
Shall hear a woman fhrilly fay,
* Thy friends are killed on yonder hill,’
Death to many a knight this day.

With that the lion bears his banner to a hill,
Within a foreft that’s {o plain,
Befide a headlefs crofs of ftone,

There fhall the eagle die that day,

And the red lion get renown.

!-l.'-n..l-nﬂ'...'

L e —————
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A great battle fhall be fought by crowned Kings three ;
One fhall die, and a baftard Duke will win the day.
In Sandyford there lies a ftone,

- A crowned King fhall lofe his head on.

In thofe dreadful days, five wicked priefts’ heads fhall
be fold for a penny. .

Slaughter fhall rage to fuch a degree,

And infants left by those that are flain,
That damfels fhall with fear and gloe,

Cry, ¢ Mother, mother, here’s a man !*

Between feven, eight, and nine,

In England wonders fhall be feen.

Between nine and thirteen

All forrow fhall be done.

“T'hen rife up Richard, fon of Richard,
And blefs the happy reign,

‘Lhrice happy he who fees this time to come,
When England fhall know reft and peace again.

End of the Original Prophecies.

—

THE FOLLOWING

Predictions of fRobert Nizon,

From an Original Copy.

rPH E famous Cliefhire prophet, NIXON, befides
his Prophecies relative to the fate of private fa-
milies, alfo predited much of public affairs, which
we find literally verified by the fequel. _
On the Chriitmas before he went to court, being
among the fervants at Mr. Cholinondeley’s houfe,
to the furprife of them all, he fuddenly ftarted up,

and faid,




I'c

T muft pmphe?g'." He went on, ¢ If the fa--
vourite * of a King fhall be flain, the mafter’s neck
fthall be cleft in twain. And the men of the Northt
fHall fell precious blood; yea, their own blood.
And they fhall facrifice a noble warrior{ to the
idol, and hang'up his fleth in the high places. Anda-
ftorm fhall come out of the North, which fhall blow
down the fteeples of the South: and thelabourer
fhiall rife above his-lord, and the harveft fhall in-part
be trampled down by horfes, and the remainderlie
walte, to be devonred by birds.

““ When an oak tree thall be fofter than mens”
hearts, then look for better times, but they be bat
bezinning.

«« The departure  of a great man’s || foul fhalk
trouble a river hard by, and overthrow trees, houfes,
and eflates, From that part of the houfe from
whence the mifchief came, you muft look for the:
cure. Firft comes joy, then sorrow. After mirth:
comes mourning..

«“ I-{fee men, women, and children, {potted § like.
beafts, and their neareft and deareflt friends af-
frighted at them. F{ee towns on.fire, and innocent
blood fhed ; but when men and horfes walk upon
the water,, then thall come peace and. plenty to the
people, but trouble-is preparing for Kings: and the
great yelbw fruit* fhall come over to this country,.
and flourifh:_and I fee this tree take deep root, and’
{pread into a thoufand branches, which fhall after-
wards be at ftrife one with another, becaufe of their:

# The Dukeof Buckingham (favourite of James, and Charlés I, .
who was beheaded ) assassinated t y J. Felton.

t The Scots, who sold their King, Charles I. for a large sums.
of money, to the English rebels.

t Suppese the Marqnis of Montrose,

§ Suppoese Oliver Cromwell, at whose death the greatest storm -
of wind bappened that bad been knowa in England,

§ The plagne and fire of London was here-plainly foretodd.

* The Great Yellow Fruit, iuppose the Prince of Orange,,
King William 111, '
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numbers: and there fhall ceme a wind from the
South, and the Welt, which fhall thake the tree.
I fee multitudes of people running to and fro, and
talking in a ftrange tongue. And there fhall be a
famine + in the midft of great plenty, and earth-
quakes and ftorms fhall level and purify the earth.”

After thefe fayings, which every one, with the
{lighteft knowledge of our hiftory, will inftantly
apply to thofe events which they fo wonderfully
foretold, Nixon was filent, and relapfed into his
wonted f{tupidity, from which he did not recover
until many weeks after, when he became again in-
fpired, and gave vent to thofe remarkable predic-
tions, which were eollected by Mr. Oldmixon.
Thofe which we have juft now related, were taken
down from the prophct’s mouth by the fteward, in
purfuance of the orders of Mr. Cholmondeley him-
{felf ; and the original manufcript is now in the hands
of a gentleman in Shropfhire.

NIXON’s
Cheshire Prophecy atlarge,

FROM

LADY COWPER’s COPY;

With Hiftorical and Political REMARKS, and
many Inftances wherein it has been fulfilled.

S T

INTRODUCTION.

THIS remarkable Prophecy has been carefully
revifed, correéted, and improved ; alfo fome account

3 This was said, in the book from whence these Predictions
were extracted, to mean oppression of the poor,
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iven of our author, Robert Nizon, who was but a
kind of idiot, aud ufed to be employed in following
the plough. He had lived in fome farmers’ fa-
milies, and was their drudge and their jeft.

At laft, Thomas Cholincndeley, of Vale-Royal,
Elg. took him iuto his houfe, wheire he lived when
he compofed this prophecy, which he delivered
with as much gravity and folemnity as if he had
been an oracle; and it was obferved, that though
the fool was a driveller,and could not {peak com-
mon fenfe when he was uninfpired, yet in deliver-
ing his prophecies, he fpoke plainly and {fenfible,
how truly will be feen in the following pages.

As to the credit of this prophecy, 1 dare fay it is
as well attefted as any of Noftradanius’s or Mer-
lin’s, and will come to pafs as well as the beft of
Squire Bickerftaff’s: it is plain enough, that great
men in all ages, had recourfe to prophecy, as well
as the vulgar. I would not have all grave perfons
defpife the in{piration of Nixen. The late French
King gave audience to an infpired farrier, and re-
warded him’ with a hundred piftoles for his pro-
phetical intelligence ; though, by what 1 can learn,
he did not come near our Nixon for gifts.

The fimplicity, the circumi{tances, and the hiftor
of the Chethire Prophecy are fo remarkable, that
hope the Public will be as much delighted as 1 was
my (elf,

By the way, this is not a prophecy of to day; ’tis
as old as the powder-plot, and the ftory will make
1t appear, that there is as little imposture in it as the
Jacobites pretend tkere is in the perfon it feems to
have an eye to: but whether they are both impofters
alike, or not, I leave the reader to determine.

J. OLD M1 XON,

THE PROPHECY.

_IN the reign of King James the Firt, there
-ved a man generally reputed a fool, whofe name
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was Nixon, One day, when he 1eturned home.
from pic:-ughin%, he laid the things down which he
had in his hands, and continuing for fome time in
feemingly deep and thoughtful meditation, at length
he pronounced, in a loud hoarfe voice, “Now I
will prophecy ;7 and {poke as follows:

““ When a raven fhal build in a ftone lion’s
mouth, on the top of a church in Chefhire, then a
King of England fhall be driven out of his king-
dom, and never return more.

“« When an eagie fhall fit on the top of the houfe,
then an heir fhall be born to the Cholmondeley
family ; and this heir fhall live to fee England in-
vaded by foreigners, who fhall proceed as far as a-
- town in Che(hire; but a miller, named Peter, fhall
be born with two heels on one foot, and at that time
living in a mill of Mr..Cholmondeley’s; he fhall be
mftramental in delivering the nation.

¢ The perfon who then governs the- nation will
be in great tronble, and fkulk about. ‘l'he invadiug
King fhall be killed, laid acrofs a horfe’s back like
a_calf, and led in triumph. The miller having been
- inftrumental in it, fhall bring forth the perfon that
then governs the kingdom, and be knighted for what
he has done; and after that England fhall fee happy
days, A young new f{et of men, of virtuous man-
ners, fhall come, who fhall profper, and make a
flourifhing church for two hundred years.

¢ Ag a token of the truth of all. this, a wall of*
Mr, Cholmondeley’s fhall fall. 1f’it fall downwards,
the church thall be opprefled; and” rife no more;-
but if upwards, next the rifing hill on the fide of it,
then fhall.it flourifh again. Under this wall fhall be-
found the bones of a Britifh King. '

¢« A pond fhall run with blood three days, and-
the Crofs ftone Pillar in the Foreft fink fo low into
the ground, that a crow from the top of it fhall.

drink of the beft bload in England.

"~ ¢ A boy tfhall be born with three thumbs; and.

1

e i —H
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- fhall hold three kings’ horfes, while England {lial
be three times won and loft in one day.”

The original may be feen in feverai fawilies in
that county, and in particular in the hands of Mr.
Egerton, of Oulton, with many other remarkables
as, that Peckforton windmill thould be removed to
Ludington hill, and that horfes faddled fhould run
about till their girths rotted away. But this is fufe
ficient to prove Nixon as great a-prophet as Par-
tridge: and we fhall give other proufs of 1t before
we have done with him.

I know your prophets are generally for Raw-head
and Bloody-bones, and therefore do not mind it
much; or [ might add, that Oulton mill {hall be
driven with blood inftead of water; but thefe footh
fayers are great butchers, and every hall as with
them a flaughter houfe, |

Now as for authorities to preve this prophecy to be
genuine, and how it has hitherto been accomplifthed, [
might refer myfelf to the whole county ot Chefter,
where itis in every one’s mouth, and has been fo thefe
forty years. As much as I have of the manufcript was
fent me by a perfon of fenfe and veracity, and as little
partial to vifions as any body. = For my own party [
build nothing on this or any other prophecy ; only there
i1s fomething fo very odd in the ftory, and {o pat’in the
wording of it, that I cannot help giving it as I found
it.

The family of the Cholmondeleys is very ancient in
this county, and takes its name from 2 place fo called,
near Nantwich ; there are alfo Cholmton and Cholmon-
defton ; but the feat of thar branch of the family, which
kept our prophet Nixon, is at Vale-Royal; on the
river Weave, in Delamere foreft. It was tormerly

ian abbey, * founded by Edward I and came to the

* Ttis reported, that there is 0 room in this house, the door and
windows of which are kept clesely fastencd, and no vwe is ever

%
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Cholmondeleys from the famious family of the Hol-"
crofts. When Nixon prophecied, this family was near
being extinét, the heir having married Sir Walter St.
John’s danghter, a lady not efteemed very young, who,
nutxﬁrithﬁanding, being with child, fell in Jabour, and
continued fo for many days: during which time, an
eagle fat upon the houfe-top, and flew away when fhe
was delivered of a fon.

A raven is alfo known to have built in 2 ftone lion’s
mouth in the fteeple of the church of ver, in the
foreft of Delamere. Not long before the abdication of
King James, the wall fpoken of fell dewn, and fell
upwards : and in removing the rubbifh, were found the
bones of a ‘man more than ordinary fize. A pond at
the fame time ran with water that had a reddith tinc-
-}ure, and was never known to have done fo before or

ince.,

Headlefs crofs, in thc foreft, which in the memory

of man was feveral feet high, is now only half a foot
from the grounds '

In the parith of Budworth, a boy was born, about
eighteen years ago, with three thumbs; the youth is
ftill living there ; and the miller Peter lives in Nogin=
fhire mill, in expeftation of fulfilling this prophecy
on the perfon of Perkin: he hath aifo two heels on one
foot, and I find he intends to make ufe of them in the
intereft of King George, for he isa bold Briton, and
a loyal fubjet, zealous for the Proteftant fucceffion in
the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, has a vote for the
knights of the fhire, and never fails to give it on the
right fide: in a word, Peter will prate or box for the
good caufe that Nixon had lifted him in, andif he does }
not do the buliness, this muft be faid of him, that no

man will bid fairer for it; which the Lady Egerton

was fo apprehenfive of, that wifhing well to another
reftoration, fhe often inftigated her hufband to turn

permitted to enter the same, except the next heir, when he ai-
tains his twenty-first year, at which time he goes in alone, aud
when he returns, it iz shut vp as before,
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him out of the mill ; but he looked upoh it as whimfi-
cal, and fo Peter ftill continues there, in hopes of being
as good a knight as Sir Philip his landlord was.

Of this Peter, I have been told, that the Lady Nar-
clitt, of Chelfea, and the Lady St. John, of Batterfea,
together with feveral other perfons of credit and fathion,
have often been heard to talk, and that they all allerted
their knowledge of the truth of our prophecy and its
accomplifhment, with many particulars that are more
¢xtraordinary than any I have yet mentioned.

T'he noife jof Nixon’s Prediétions reaching the ears
of King James the I'irft, he would nceds fee this fool,
who cricd and made ado that he might not go to cou ('t
and the reafon that he gave was, that he thould there
be flarved—(A very whimfical fancy of his, Courts
not being places where people are ufed to ftarve in,
when they once come there, whatever they may have
done before.)—The King being informed of Nixon’s
refufing to come, faid he would take particular care
that he fhould not be ftarved, and ordered him to be
brought up. Nixon cried out, that he was fent for
again ; and foon after the meflenger arrived, who
brought him up from Chethire.

How or whether he prophecied to his Majefty, no
perfon can tell : but he is not the firft fool that has
made a good court prophet, '

That Nixon might be well provided for, it was
ordered that he fhould be kept in the kitchen, where
he grew fo troublefome in licking and picking the meat,
that the cooks locked him up in a hole ; and the King
going on afudden from Hampton Court to London; in
their hurry they forgot the fool, and he was really
{tarved to death,

. Thercare great many paflages of this fool-prophet’s
life and fayings tranfmitted in tradition from father to
fon in this County palatine 5 as, that when he lived
with a farmer, before he was taken into Mr. Chol-
tmondcicy’s family, he goaded an ox fo cruelly that one
1of the ploughmen threatened to beat him for abufing his
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Matter's. beaft—Nixon faid, ¢ My mafter’s beaft will
¢ notbe lus three days.” A life in aneftate dropping
m thu time, the lord of the manor took the fame ox
for an heriot,  'This account, whimfical and romantic
as it is, was toldtothe Lady Cowper, in the year 1670,
by Dr. Patrick, tate Bithop of Ely, then chaplain to
Sir Walter, St. John; and that lady had the fo'lawing
tarther particulars, relating to this prophecy, and the
fulfilling of many parts of it, from Mrs, Chute, fifter
10 Mrs, Chelmendeley of Vale-Royal, who affirmed,
that a multitude of people gathered together to fee the
cagle before mentioned, and the bird was frightened
from her yeung ;5 that fthe herfelf was one of them;
and the ery among the people was, Nixon’s prophecy
is fulfilled, and we fhall have a foreign King. She de-
clared, that fhe read over the prophecy manv times,
wiien her fifter was with child of the heir who now en-
joys the eftate.  She particularly remembers that King
James the Second was plainly pointed at, and that it
was foretold that he fhould endeavour to fubvert the
laivs and religion of this kingdom, for which reafon
they would rnife and turn him out; that the eagle of
which Nixon prophecied perched in one of the win-
dows all the time her fifter was in labour. She faid
it was the biggeft bird the ever faw; that it was in a
deep fnow; and it perched on the edge of agreat bow
window, which had a large border on the outfide, and
that fhe and many others epened the window to try to
{care it away, but it would not {tir until. Mrs. Chol-
mendeley was delivered; after which it took flight to
a great tree over againft the room her {ifter lay in,
where having ftaid about three days, it flew away i
the night. She affirmed further to the Lady Cowper, |
that the falling of the garden wall was a thing not to
be queftioned, it being in fo many peoples’ memory.
“That it was foretold that the heir of Vale-Royal thould
live to fee England invaded by foreigners, and that he
fhould hght bravely for his King and Country: That
the miller mentioned is now alivey and expects to be .
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knighted, and is in the very mill that is foretold :
T'hat he fhould: kill two invaders who fhould come in,
the one from the Weft and the other from the North :
That be from the North thould bring with him of
all nations, Swedes, Danes, Germans, and Dutch;
aud that in the folds of his garments he thould bring
fire and famine, plague and murder : That many

reat battles fhould be fought in England, one upon
Eandun-bridge, which fhould be fo bloody, that

cople will ride in London-ftreets up to their horfes’
ll:ellies in blood ; that feveral other battles {hould be
fought up and down moft parts of Chefhire: and
that the laft that ever wonld be fought in England
fhould be on Delamere foreft: That the heir of
Oulton, whofe name is E n, and has married
Earl Cholmondeley’s fifter, fhould be hanged up a¢
his own gate.

Laftly, Nixon foretels great glory and profperity
to thofe who ftand up in defence of their laws and
liberties ; and tuin and mifery to thofe who thould
bertay them. He fays, the year before this would
happen, bread-corn would be very dear, and that the
year following more troubles fhould begin, which
would laft three years ; that the firft would be moderate,
the fecond hloodli, and “the third intolerable; that un=
lefs they were fhortened no mortal could bear them ;
and that there were no mif¢hiefs but what poor England
would feel at that time. But that GEORGE the
SON of GEORGE* fhould put an end to all. That
afterwards the.church fhould flourifh, and England be
the moft glorious nation upon earth.

Lady Cowper was not content to take thefe particu-
lars from Mrs. Chute, but fhe €nquired of Sir Tho«
mas Afton, of the truth of this prophecy, and he at-

tefted it was in great reputation in Chefhire, and that ; s

every one to have happened |,
3 adding, that the morning |,

the falls were known by
‘@5 Nixon said they would

* The original Prophecy says, * Richard the son of Richard,”
D
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before the garden wall fell, his neighbour, Mr. Chol-
mondelcy, -going to ride out a hunting, faid, « Nixon
“ feldom fails, but now I think he will ; for he fore-
“¢ told that this day ¢“ my garden-wall would fall, 2nd
“ Ithink it looks as if it would ftand thefe forty
years :* "That he had not been gonc above a quarter of
an hour before the wall fplit, and fell upwards againft
the rifing of the hill, which, as Nixon would have it,
was the prefage of a flourithing church.

Asto the removal of Peckforton mill, it was done
by Sir John Crew, the mill having loft its trade there,
for which he ordered it to be fet upon Ludditon hill -
and being afked if he did it to fulfil the prophecy, he
declared he never thought of it.. [ myfelf have en-
quired of a perfon who knows Mr. Cholmondeley’s
pond as well as Rofamond’s in St. James’s Park, and
he aflured me, the falling of the wall, and the pond
running blood, (as they call it,) are facts which, in
Chefhire, any one would be reckoned mad for making
the leaft queftion of them. As there are feveral parti-
culars in this prophecy which remain unfulfilled; fo

~ when they come to pafs, fome other circum(tances may

be added, which are not convenient. to be told until ac-
complifhed. ,

If 1 bad ‘a mind to look into the antiquities of this
county, I might find that prodigies and prophecies are
no unufual things there. Camden. tells us, that at
Brereton ; not many miles from Vale-Royal, which

ave name to a famous, ancient, numerous, and
knightly family, there is a thing as ftrange as the perch-
ing of the eagle, or the falling of the wall, which he
fays was attefted to him by many perfons, and was
commonly believed ; that before any heir of this family
dies, there are feen, in a lake adjoining, the bodies of
trees fwimming upon the water for {everal days toge-
ther. He likewife adds, that near the abbey of St.
Maurice, in Burgundy, thereis a fithpond, in which 2
number of fith are put, equal to the number of monks
of that place; and if any onc of them happens 1o be
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fick, there isa filh feen floating on the furfice of the
water ; and in cafe the fit of ficknefs proves fatal to
the monk, the filh foretels it by its death fume_ days
before. . This the learned Ca_:nden‘rqlalfes in his de-
feription of Chefhire, and the opinion of the trees
{wimming in-the lake near Brereton, ‘prew{ils ‘all about
the county to the prefent day, only with this diffcrence,
that fome fay it is one log only that fwims, and fome
fay many.

Lancathire, which is not far off, has been famous
for witches, ‘and [ am afraid Chefhire is a little infected
by its neighbourhood. Thofe that will not believe
our prophecy-may leave it alone ; but if hope isa good
help to faith, 1 fhall not be long among the incredu-
lous.

1

The Editor prefents bis Readers with a Copy of a printed

Paper; which [everal aged P;'ﬁms, refiding near the
Forefly bave vouched for the Authenticity of it.

A ‘true 4nd particular Account of a ftrange and furprif-
ing VISION, that was feen on the Foreft ot Dela-
mere, in Chethire, on the 4th of laft Month.

AS Nixon, in the reign of King James the Firft,
prophefied of many ftrange and wonderful things that
fhculd come to pafs, fuch as an heir being bori to Lord
Cholmondeley’s family, which at that time there was
little reafon to expect, but which came to pafs; and
that the eldeft fon, of young Lord* Cho!mondeley,
!hr}u!d bave the misfortune to break his neck, by rid-
ing a bunting, which accident really did happen ; an'l
feveral other things already come to pafs, according to
the faid prapheey: but, in particular, of a wonderful
battle or cngagement that fhould be fought on the

-
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Foreft of Delamere; and as it is now fully expefted
that we fhall bave an invafion from our natural and in-
veterate enemies, the I'rench, it is alfo thought it will
be in the North of England, and in all probability the
faid Foreft of Delamere my be the place of a&ion or
‘engagement: and what ftrengthens the belief more is,
the vifion that was feen on the faid Foreft on the 4th,
as follows: '_

As two ancient perfons were walking over the faid
Foreft, to their great furprife, they saw, at a diftance
before them, an army rife out of the ground, drawn up,
with their proper officers, aud their commanders in
front of them, and whilft they were looking at, and
ruminating upon fo ftrange a  fight, behold, to their
molft wonderful furprife and amazement, there arofe
alfe another army out of the ground, at a fmall dif-
tance frem the firft, and farther in the foreft, which
army was headed or commanded by a man in royal
apparel, who, after having drawn up his army, marched
to meet and engage the firft ; upon which a moft bloody
battle enfued with fire arms; and many appeared to
be killed on both fides; but, being {o near each other
they laid down or grounded their arms, &nd took to
their fwords, with which great flaughter was made;
and then came to {uch clofe quarrels, that they put up
‘their fwords and fought with their hands; all of which
engagements ‘more than three quarters of an hour,
during which time the faid two ancient people were
fpectators; and, at laft, the remains of the army that
firft appeared retreated towards the{ea, and vanquifhed
directly out of their fight; whilft the other” army,
‘which was commanded by the manin royal apparel,
inarched viétorious out of the field, as faras it was pof-
fihle to fee them. Thefe ancient people having fpoke
of the above vifion, it came to the ears of feveral gen-
tlemen, who feat for and examined them concerning
the truth of it, which they were ready to make oath for
their fatisfadtion. =

On the 6th of the fame month, as feven men were
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oing to Chefter, over the faid Foreft, about the mid-

ie of it, they {aw, to their great aftonifhment, a
vifion, much refembling that which .was feen on the
4ch, as above deferihed; only with this addition, that
the vicorious army had mauy flain, to all appearance,
yet they refumed life again, and joined their ownarmy ;
all which is looked upon as a good omen, that if in
cafe England is invaded by her enemies, though the
nation be feemingly dead, and in great divifion, yet,
on the approach of the enemy, they will all, in one
general heart, and one mind, exert themfelves to repel
our moit inveterate enemies.

As Nixon’s Prophecies zre by fome perfona thought
fablcs, yet, by what has come to pafs, it is now thought,
and very plainly appears, that moft of them have or
will prove true; for which reafon, we have all occa-
fion not only to exert our utmoft might, to repel by
force our enemies, but to return from our abandoned
and wicked courfe of life, and make our continual
prayers 1o God for protection and fafety,
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Pl S A COPY OF A’
Collection of Prophecies,
_ - Delivered to the Abbot of Beverley,
"By Mortier URSELA SHIPTON;

| Which hath been preserved in Manuscript in a noble Family
thr::ae. many Years, and lately discovered among other
eurious and valuable Papers.
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The Prophecies are as ﬁﬂﬂﬂ -
::ABDUT the Time that one shall be

Joined unto two times three,

And four times ten with four times two,*
Amongst us fhall be great ado.

An eagle’s head thar time shall fall

And scatter sore his yonng ones all.
Then shall a cypher swell full great,

His name a hundred takes the seat,

And shall do mighty things before

He is removed off the shore; 1a
But ten times five with two and six,}

Him in another world shall fix.

And quickly after you shall spy

The eagle back again to fly. .
He shall bedeck himself again 13
With feathers on his father’s train,

"Till heavy times shall make men say,

Full oft, Alack! and, Well-a-day!

And after all a cloud shall come,

And almost darken quite the sun, 20
And in that time actions shall be
Chiefly driven on by three;

The cross, the surplice, and the crown,
Strive who shall put each other down;
Great treachery and bloodshed then
Shall sweep away great store of men;

(4]
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The Lion and blue flowers shall seels
Quite to destroy the heretic sheep.
And when the cow shall ride the bull,
Then motly priest beware thy skull,
For a sweet pious prince make room,
And for the kirk prepare a broom,
Alecto next shall seize the erown,

And streams of blood run Smithi=1d down.

A Maiden Queen fall many a year,
Shzll England's warlike sceptie bear,
The westeyn monarch’s waeden horses
Shall be destroy'd by a Drake’s forces.
The northern lion, over T'weed,

The Maiden Queen shall next succeed.
And join in one two mighty states,
And then shall Janus shut his gates.
Now kEngland soen is hard bested,
Before the mitre’s head be rid.

I'alse Ireland contrives our woe,

Put zealous Scotland doth nct so.
Itough Mars shali rage as he were wood,
And earth shall darkened be with blood.
Then will be sacrificed, C.

And not a King in England be,

But death shall snatch the wolf away,
Confusion shall give up its sway;

And fate to England shall restore

A king to reign as heretofore.
Triumphant death rides London thro’;
And men on tops of houses go,

J. R. shall into saddle flide,

And furiously to Rome shall ride.

The Pope shall have afatal fall,
And never more distress Whitehall,

A Queen shall knit both North and South,

And take away the Luce’s tooth,
A Lion-Duce shall after reign.

And of the Whiskers clear the main;
But he that chanceth to survive,
Shall see Old England mainly thrive.

L]

England’s wonder, which ne’er hath been,

“Three Queens in Evgland shall be seen,
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Two Dukes shall for the crown contend,

And bring the M y to end. 76
Jishops shall fall into contempt and scorn,

And gospel-anglers shall the kirk adorn,

If any ask, how these things come to pass;

"T'he fox shall ride the goose, the goose the ass.

-
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‘The greatest part of what has been hitherto published
under the title of Mother Shipton’s Prophecies, pliinly ap-
pears to be no more than imperfect bits and scraps of this
collection, carried away, perhaps; in the memory of such
as might sometime have the opportunity of seeing it in the
noble family {where it was lodged, The whole seems en-
tirely to point at the great events that have, and yet may
happen to both church and state, in this and the neigh-
bouring nations, The first thirty verses seem to relate to
the disasters that should befall a great part of Europe,
during the time of King Henry VIII. for the twenty-ninth
and thirtieth verses terminate in his reign, and are the last
wherein the refgn can be understood to he hinted at.

EXPLANATIONS OF THE PROPHECIES.

V.29. And when the Cow shall ride the Bull.

This scems to have been fulfilled when Henry VIIL
married Lady Anna Bullen; for hey as Duke of Richmond,

placed the cow in his arms, and the crest of her family was
a black bull's head.

V. 30. Then motley priest beware thy skull.

Presently after the King’s marriage, the seizure of abbey
lands, &c. and the dissolution of monastries ensued, }vhf:re-
by the skull, or'head-piece of the priesthood (i, ¢. gain) was
miserably breke.

V. 31. For a sweet pisus prince make room.

By this, doubtless, is meant King Edward VI, a part of
whnfr: character is thus given by the learned Dean Echard,
in his History of England: .
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s« He was truly just and merciful in his disposition, and
took special care nflth: petitions that were given him by the
poor and oppressed ; but his zeal for religion crowned all
the rest, whicl' did not proceed from angry heat, but from
a real tenderness of conscience, founded on the love of
God, and his fetlow creatures,”’

V. 32. And for the kirk * prepare a broom.

This alludes te the beginning of the Reformation, when
many superstitions were swept out of the church,

V. 33, Alecto next shall seize the crown.

Alecto was one of the fabulous furies of the heathen,
whose employment was to kindle war, and distress mankind,
She is here placed for Queen Mary I. in whose reign, as it
is alluded to in the thirty-fourth verse, the blood of the
Protestant martyrs was plentifully shed in Smithficld.

Verse 35 and 36.

A Maiden Queen, full many a year,
Shall Eogland’s warlike sceptre bear.

By these are meant Queen Elizabeth, who reigned 44
ears, 4 months, and 6 days; upon whom Andrew Marvel
<has left the following verses :

““ The other day fam’d:Spencer I did bring
In loftv nﬂtgs__'fq&urfﬁ_hﬁss'd race to sing ;
How Spain’s proud pow'rs her virgin arms controll’d,
And golden days in peaceful order roll’d ;
THow, like ripe fruit, she dropp'd fram off her throne,
Full of grey hairs, good deeds, and great renown.”

Verse 37 and 38,

The Western Monarch's wooden horses
»Shall be destroyed by a Drake’s forces.

_ The Western Manarch is supposed to mean the King of
Eapmn,‘whus: country lies on the west side of the continent
and his woeden horses his fleet of ships, or armada, van-

quished by Admiral Drake, and the rest of the Queen’s
forces, in the year (538,

* A North country word for church,
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- w1 'Verse Hg*and -'Iﬂ._
"I’hc Nmﬂmrn Lmn, over Tweed,
Flhie Maiden' Queen shali next am:m:ni

The Worthern Lion; (i. e.) K:ng James 1. born in Seot-
land, called a Lion, m}t n mnmd:ratmn of any great he-
roisms he should perform, but because the Lion is the prin-
cipal figure in the British arms; whence the King, as the
principzal person in the realm, meiaphorically takes the name,

Verse 41 and 42,0 .

And join, in one; two mighty states,
- And then shall Janus shut his gates.

The first bears an allnsion to the uml ing of the two
crowns of England andScotland in one, m the person of
Kln Jamf:s., And the second, points out the peaceful
reign of that monarch, by shutu::g the gates of Janus, who
was one of the heathen gods, and the gates of whose temple
were never shut but in time uf peace,

Verse 43 and 44 seem to hlnt at some great calamities
‘that jshould befal this nation before the deposition, of epis-
copacy, in the reign of the rrpubhca.u anarchy, under Q.
Cromwell.
Verse 45 and 46.

Iralse Ireland contrives our woe, .
But zealeue Scotland doth not so,,

Doubtless these intended the execrable maflacre in Ireland,
in the rf:lgn; of l‘hng Charles 1. and| the_ Ioyalty- of the
Seotch in not joining the Jush rebels, but suffering with
the English.

Verse 4?,'48, 49, and 50.

Rough Mars shall-rage as he were wood,*
And earth shall dark'ned be with blood ;
Then will be sacrificed, C. .
And not a king in England be.
This was verified in the time of the grand rebellion, and
unnatural civil war, when the nation was torn and pillaged,

the laws broke, the constitution overturned, and the King
and monarchy slain together.

* Mad
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' Verse 51,52, 53, and 5t
But death shall snatch the wolf a.ﬁ]r';
Confusion fhall give up the sway ; '
And fate to England shall restore
A King, to reign as hesetofore.

1f we guess aright, the first of these verses alludes to the
death of O.Cromw:ll ; aind the other three to the restora-
tion of King Charles 11,
Verse 55 and 56.
Triumphant death rides London tiro’,
And men on tops of houses go.

The first, in all appearance, points out the terrible Plague
that raged in London, 1665, The sccond circumstantially
alludes to thedreadful fire in the year following ; siguifying
that people should be obliged to run from one house to

anoether, over the tops of the houses, to save themselves,
and their effects,

V. 57. J. R. shall into a saddle slide.

J. R, {(i. ¢.) James Rex, or King James II. who ascended
the throne upon the death of King Charles 11.

V. 58, And furiously to Rome shall ride.

Scarce was he settled upon the throne, before he went t
imass publicly ; and, by pursuing imprudent and illege
imeasures, was the cause of the verification of,

Verse 59 and 60.

The Pope shall have a fatal fall,
And never more distress Whitehall,
FFor he was abdicated for his mis-government ; and his
son-in-law King William and Queen Mary 11, were placed
:apon the throne,

V. 61. A Queen shall kunit both North and South.

Thif; se:ms]lto refer to the union of England and Scot-
and, in the reign of Queen Anne.

V. 62, And take away the 'Luce’s tooth.
This likewise seems to relate to her extraordinary vic-
ories over Louwis X1V, King of France, who we judge t.

:intended here by the ’luce, which, by way of ellision

Jight here be put for flower-de-luce, the arms of that
narchy,




" phrase may intend the similar word sécond, and our present

- Ttrunsasfollows:
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arigon s i‘m'.-Vcrse 63and 64, 10T o

ﬂ Lian-rl{iéé'shaﬂ'_' after rciﬁn,._ Fa®
_ . Aod of the Whiskers clear the main, i
What is meant by the Lion-duce may be matter of
.. Bmusement to the curious; but as the word duce sometimes 8,4
. represents the number two, so two o this ambiguons kind of

= ]

-~

zracious sovereign ¥ being the second” lion (or English mo-
narch) of his pame, it 1s far from being nnlikely that he
may be the prince here pointed out, wiw shall clear the
main of the Whiskers, which is a northern term ‘for Mus=
tachioes, and doubtless alludes here to the Spanisti, whose 5
fashion it has'been, for many centuries past, to wear them. e
- But as this appeats to relate to the present age, we leave it = |
to the skilful and ingenious ; as we likewise do the follow= i,
1

. !
b e BAEET 5

ing verses, -w_l:-_i-;h seemto predict something further below - |

~ than the reach'of the present ageg chage e o ]
‘Whether the prophecy of “the lily be Mother Shipton's

~ or'no-we cagnot certainly determine, .but as it has been at= 7
tributed to her, and is writ in alpeculiar sublimity of senser *
and style, we think it would bewery improper: to ofmit it.

U

- The Lily shall r;ip;}_g in a merry world; and he shall -
‘be inoved against the seed of the lion'; and he shall'stand
on one stde of the* t':ciilﬁti:j{ with a number of ships. -Then ™
shall come the son of man, having a fierce beast in hisasus, ¥
- whose kingdom is the lard of the moon, which is dreaded .
throughout the whole:world, - 'With ‘a numfgr of people

-+ shall he pass many waters, and shall come to thetatdof the 2

" . cagle shallf come out of - the east, spread with:thé beanis of

lion, loeking for help of the beast of his.country ; #nd an ,}
5

the son of man, and shall .destroy; castles of the Thames,
and there shall be battles among mavy kingdoms.. That™ |
year:shall be:the bloody field, and Lily, ¥. K, shall lose his .4
crown, and therewith shall’ be crowned the son of man, |
. K. W. and the fourth yéar shall be many battles for the, g
faith, and the son of man,, with the eagles, shall be pre-=
firred. - And there shall be an uriversal peace over thes
whote world, and there shall be plenty of fruits, and them'
shall he go to the laﬁa;df the cross. ** _ AR

* King George the Second,

T § 3 ;
€ 'n, Frinter, Bupers-ceet, Haymerbay





















