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CHAP. L. OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. a3

countrymen in archery, was derived from their practice with the
long-bow : and to this instrument they gave the preference.

VII,—FORM AND USE OF THE CROSS-BOW.

The reader may see the manner in which the cross=bow was
formerly used, upon the following representation taken from a
manuseript of the fourteenth century in the Royal Library.!

11. Pracriswe wire THE Cross-Bow.
Below is an engraving from a painting on another manuscript
in the Royal Library much more modern.”

i'.'-1-.§ . e e S

12. Cross-Bow Snoorine at tne Buris.—XVIL Cexvuny.

I 2 B, viil. z 19, C. viil, dated 1496,



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































310 SPORTS AND PASTIMES BOOK 1V.

extraordinary conduct; it proves at least that the fascinating
powers of this fashionable diversion are very extensive upon
the minds of those who pursue it earnestly.

VII.—THE CHESS-BOARD.

The number of the pieces and the manner in which they are
placed do not appear to have undergone much, if any, variation
for several centuries, The following is the most ancient Tepre=
sentation of the pastime that I have met with.
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100, AxcieNT-CHESS-FLAY.

This engraving is froma drawing inabeautifully illuminated }ﬂS.
preserved in the British Museum among the Harleian Collection,!
This MS. was written at the close of the fourteenth century,
and bears every mark of being the very copy presented to Isabel

! No, 4431.
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