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By this Charter, among other privileges,
the Head of this College will henceforward
have the Title of President, the Two
Governors that of Vice Presidents, and the
Court of Assistants that of Council of the
College. We are also allowed, at our
Meetings, to have a Mace laid upon the
table before the President, of which privi-
lege we have now taken advantage, to
give an additional honour to this day, as
being the first on which this Charter is
acted on. The King has been further
graciously pleased to put his Royal Signa-
ture to this instrument out of the common
course, that it might be ready for this
occasion. It was yesterday promulgated
to your Council; and I have now the

honour of stating the heads of it to this
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promoted the science and practice of Sur-
gery; what must my feelings be now, called
upon a second time to preside over the
interests of this College, and a second time
elected to this office.

When I last addressed the Members of
the College upon this occasion, my mind
was tremblingly alive to the difficulties
which, from feeling strongly on the sub-
ject, I had to encounter.

I was to speak of a man nearly related
to me; with whose thoughts, as well as
actions, I was intimately acquainted; whose
hours of exertion, and whose moments of
relaxation, I had equally partaken; at
whose side I had remained for years, from
the rising of the Sun to the hour of mid-

night ; from whom I had imbibed the first
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rudiments of education, not only in my
profession, but in philosophy, integrity, and
that indepen.dence of mind, from which 1
was to derive support for the rest of my
life. Of such a man it is not enough to
say, that 1 looked up to him as a father.
When I compared his exertions with those
ot other men, he appeared to be a superior
being. FKrom him I received an Inherit-
ance, whose value was beyond what money
could purchase; an education which has
enabled me to rise in my profession without
pecuniary aid, or ever feeling the want of
such assistance. When I left him, thus
educated, at our parting I acknowledged
the obligation, and in strong terms (al-
though we were then at variance) expressed

my gratitude ; nor has the lapse of nearly
B2
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The constituted Authorities of this Col-
lege did not receive from Government the
charge of the Hunterian Collection with
the lukewarm feelings of men who are
merely honest; they did not say among
themselves, we will preserve it entire ;
they did not, like the servant in the pa-
rable, adopt the contracted notion, of only
keeping it unsullied. No! with the true
spirit of professional ardour, they were de-
sirous of doing justice to the Collection
itself; of doing honour to the individual
by whom it was formed ; of showing them-
selves deserving of the trust committed to
them ; and raising the Science of Surgery
to a height commensurate with their own
reputation, and worthy of their country.

They spared neither expense nor exertion,
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intellectual or physical, till, by a continu-
ance of unremitting labour, the specimens
brought together in the Museum of the

College, illustrative of Human, Compara-
tive, and Morbid Anatomy, now form a

Collection unrivalled in the World ; and
thereby render this College the school most
amply provided with the materials for
teaching the science as well as the practice
of Surgery.

That such a man as John Hunter has
risen among us, and that his pupils, for
such I must consider the present Governing
Council of the College, should bave emu-
lated, in so great a degree, the exertions
of their master, is an honour to these
realms, and a general blessing conferred

upon the cause of Humanity at large.
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Had I the eloquence and the power of
oratory so often displayed in this Theatre,
the hour appropriated for the present
Oration would pass away before the first
division of this Discourse was gone through;
but to these I lay no claim : I have been
too long engaged in the sober track of in-
ductive philosophy, now to turn aside in
search of the flowers of rhetoric.

This Oration is not confined in its sub-
ject: it is open to the merits of all who
have promoted Chirurgical Science; and
one of our honorary members, lately de-
ceased, has no common claim upon it.

The member to whom I allude was no
other than the late Sir Joseph Banks, who
was not only an honour to our Cﬂl]ege,

but one of the most disting‘uished of the
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- father died in 1761, he also came to the
possession of his paternal fortune. In May
1766 he was chosen into the Royal Society,
and in the Summer, went to Newfoundland
with his friend Mr. Phipps, Lieutenant in
the Navy, who afterwards made a voyage
towards the North Pole. Early in the
voyage it blew a gale, which made him
dreadfully sea sick, and unable to keep his
legs upon deck ; determined not to go below,
he made himself fast to a gun, by means of
ropes knotted and twisted in all the dif-
ferent ways he could contrive. In this
situation he was making the most solemn
vows, that nothing should ever again tempt
him to go to sea; these were interrupted
by the mizen-topmast coming rattling down

in the shrowds, immediately over his head ;
D
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While navigating in narrow seas, sur-
rounded by coral rocks, the ship was often
in imminent danger of striking, and upon
one particular occasion actually struck, and
remained immoveable, as is related in the
printed account of the voyage: at the same
time she sprung a leak, which gained so
fast, notwithstanding' every effort by means
of the pumps, that Mr. Banks, as well
as every other person, was obliged to take
his spell, *“ and though by the gaining of
the leak upon the pumps there was no less
than three feet nine inches water in the
hold, yet the men did not relinquish their
labour, and by increased exertion, as it
were, held the water at bay; but having
now endured excessive fatigue of body, and

agitation of mind, for more than twenty-
De
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there is a space of about 18 inches ; the
man who had till this time attended the
well, to take the depth of water, had only
taken it to the ceiling, and sung out the
measure accordingly ; but he being now
relieved, the person who came in his stead,
calculated his measurement from the out-
side planking, by which it was made to
appear that in a few minutes the leak had
gained upon the pumps 18 inches.” At
this time, Sir Joseph told me, worn out
with fatigue, he was lying fast asleep, and
such a sleep must be considered as of the
soundest kind, but when he heard the man
heaving the lead sing out, ““ Five feet three
~inches in the hold,” it immediately awoke
him, although no loud noise, not even the

firing of cannon, could have produced that
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effect. He mentioned also an instance of
no common presence of inind, which oc-
curred on one of the islands of the South
Seas, which I do not meet with in the ac-
count which is published of the voyage.
Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solan-
der, landed with a party of marines ; they
were all three armed with muskets : the
natives came down from a hill, in consider-
able force, armed with spears ; they never
had seen Europeans before, and halted at
a considerable distance. The marines were
drawn up on the beach, and Captain Cook
with his friends advanced, carrying em-
blems of peace in their hands; when the
natives saw that they were at a sufficient
distance from the party on the beach, they

rushed forward, and the marines prepared
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to fire, but Captain Cook beckoned to them
to desist. Four of the Chiefs sprung upon
them, separated them from one another,
pinioned them completely, by twisting
their arms within those of their prisoners,
and in this order began to march them up
to the hill; Mr. Banks requested that no
resistance should be made till they at-
tempted seizing their muskets. After hav-
ing proceeded some way, all at once, as if
ashamed of the cowardice of the transac-
tion, they wheeled round, and ran with
them back to the place where they first
laid hands upon them, and disengaged
their arms with so much velocity, as well
as force, that they spun round before they

could recover their feet. The Chiefs went

back to their party, and came on, brandish-
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but in no way destroying the food of
man.

So great an admirer was John Hunter
of Sir Joseph Banks's character, as to say,
that if any man was to be envied, it was
he; for he was engaged in the most
rational pursuits that can occupy the mind
of man ; his income enabled him to carry
it on without embarrassment; the sublimity
of its nature, and the vastness of its extent,
made it impossible for him to tire, or be
out of employment.

The income of his fortune was expended
in the promotion of science, and the en-
couragement of scientific men; and as that
income from time to time was increased,
he enlarged the scale of his expenditure.
He opened his Library, the best which has

been formed in books of Natural History,
P
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Patron of Science in Europe: and surely
every one, deeply conversant in the various
branches of Natural Knowledge, of whom
this country can boast so large a number,
owes much to him ; for they have all been
encouraged by his fostering hand, have
been kept together as a band of brothers
associated under him, allowed to draw upon
his rich store of general knowledge, in
the most liberal manner, whenever they
HM¥ére i Wanttof sapplies!

Here [ should have closed this Oration,
which has fully occupied the time allotted
for it; but cannot take my leave without
expressing my sorrow, in which I am sure
you will all partake, for the loss of another
Member of this College, who had the
honour of being one of our Professors, cut

off while in the act of preparing the Lec-
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tures which, in less than two months, he
was to give in this Theatre.

When I tell you that he was amiable in
his manners, k.mdin his disposition, sound
in his judg‘fﬁeht, matured in his Anatomical
and Chirurgical Knowledge, by the expe-
rience of twenty-one years, as a lecturer in
both these branches of Science; I shall
have said more than enough to convince
you of the greatness of the loss the College «
has sustained. t'.fn—fﬁe r{ﬂfﬁ Of M7 Wi lson .

There is another ground on which some
now before me will drop a tear of regret
upon his grave, as well as myself. He was
the last teacher of Anatomy, in that
Theatre in which we received our education,
who had the advantage of listening to the

oral instructions given by the founder,
Dr. William Hunter.
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