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TO

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE EARL BATHURST,

B
AND ’

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORD VISCOUNT MELVILLE,

&c. &ec. &c.
My Lorbs,

WE beg leave to submit to your inspection our account of
the Proceedings of the Expedition to which we had the honour of
being appﬂiﬁted by your Lordships; and to express our best thanks
for the flattering encouragement which it receives from the sanction
of your Lordships’ names.

A book of travels in countries so interesting as those to which
our researches have been directed, would once have been considered,
however indifferently it might be written, as a tribute of more than
ordinary value to its patrons. But so much has been effected, during
your Lordships’ administration, for the advancement of science and
general knowledge, that a traveller of our own times appears before
the public, unassisted by the presence of that little cloud of mystery
through which he would formerly have been seen to so much advan-

tage; and his work must no longer depend for its attractions upon
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wonders which have ceased to be marvelled at; or hair-breadth
escapes, which have now become familiar, and no longer excite an
awe, almost amounting to reverence, for those who return to tell of
them. Our book will, however, possess the advantage of novelty ;
for the country through which we have passed is, even in the pre-
sent day, little known to the general reader ; and its remains have
never been deseribed with sufficient accuracy to make them properly
intelligible. We confess that our narrative will chiefly be found
acceptable to those who are interested in the description of antiqui-
ties, and have pleasure in tracing the connexion between the past
and the present in countries described by ancient poets and historians.
We must even allow that those parts of our journal which have
been considered by some as the most entertaining, are those which
we should spare with as little regret as the public would probably
experience in parting with them. Such as our work is, however,
we submit it, respectfully, to the attention, as well as to the indul-
gence of your Lordships; and shall be happy if the little tribute
which we offer to private worth and public desert, may be found in
some measure deserving of the honour which patronage so distin-
guished has conferred upon it.

If our researches have enabled us to contribute any matter of
interest to that large and valuable fund of public knowledge, which
has accumulated so considerably during your Lordships’ official
career, it will be read with some feeling of internal satisfaction by
those who afforded us the means of acquiring it ; and we ourselves
shall look back with pleasure upon labours which have not been
unattended by advantage. If it might have chanced (as we have
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reason to believe) that, at a moment when economy had been less
imperative than it was at the period of our Expedition, we could
have extended our researches farther:; we feel convinced, at the
same time, that your Lordships would also, at a period more auspi-

cious than that which we allude to, have enabled us to prosecute
them with greater effect.

With these impressions, we have the honour to remain,
My Lords,

Your Lordships’ grateful and obedient Servants,

HENRY W. BEECHEY,
FREDERIC W. BEECHEY.

Harley-Street, June, 1827.
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of Barca—Testimonies of Strabo, Pliny, Ptolemy, and Secylax, respecting the Port of
Barca—Remarks on the Position of the City of that Name—Arab Accounts of Barca—-
Edrisi, Abulfeda, &c.—Unsatisfactory Nature of the Accounts in Question—Mode of recon-
ciling the Arab Accounts of Barca with those of Seylax—Suggested Position of the Ancient
City—Peculiarity of Soil attributed to Barca—Qbservations on its Produce and Resources—
State of Barca under the Arabs—Decay of the Ancient City after the building of Ptolemais
on the Site of its Port—The Barcaans remarkable for their Skill in the Management of
Horses and Chariots—Their Country formerly celebrated for its excellent Breed of Horses—
Degeneracy of the present Breed—Account of Barca by Herodotus—Other Accounts of its
Origin—Siege and Plunder of the City by the Persians under Amasis—Subsequent state of
the City till the building of Ptolemais - - - - 386

CHAPTER XV.
JOURNEY FROM MERGE TO CYRENE.

Departure from Merge—Deep Marks of Chariot-wheels on the Stony Road indicative of an
ancient Track—Valley of Bograta—Ancient Wells observed there—Valley of Hareebe—
Beauty and Luxuriance of the Country continue—Roses of the Cyrenaica mentioned by
Athenaeus as celebrated for the excellence of their Perfume—OQil (or Ointment) of Roses
made at Cyrene in the time of Berenice (probably the Daughter of Magas)—Difficulty and
Danger of some Parts of the Road—Apprehensions of our Arab Conductors—They appear to
have been groundless—Arrive at Margad—Bad State of the Road continues—Quarrel
between Abou-Bukra and one of our Servants—Consequences of the Quarrel—Departure of
Abou-Bukra—Continue our Route alone and succeed in finding the right Track—Return of
Abou-Bukra and his people—Satisfactory Termination of the Disturbance—Oppressive
Sirocco Wind—Nature of the Country on approaching Cyrene—First Appearance of a Plant
resembling the Daucus, or Wild Carrot—Resemblance of this Plant to the Silphium, as
expressed on ancient Coins—Points in which it differs from it—Remarks on the Silphium as
mentioned by ancient Writers—Testimony of Herodotus, Arrian, Theophrastus, Pliny, Athe-
nzeus— Bill of Fare of the Kings of Persia, stated by Polysenus tohave been discovered in the
royal Palace by Alexander the Great—Silphinm mentioned in this among other articles of
Food—Description of the Plant by Theophrastus and Pliny—Celebrity and Scarcity of the






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































