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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE CELEBRATED RACE-HORSE, ECLIPSE.

NEITHER the ancient Hippodrome nor
modern race-course can furnish perhaps so
splendid an example of superior powers, as do
the anmals of the famous race-horse Felipse,
whose performances were of a description that
rendered eompetition uscless with the horses of
his day ; and such was his pre-eminence, that
he at last was suffered quietly to receive his lan-
rels by walking over the ground, where no rival
appeared to dispute his matchless claim.  The
bones of this famous horse would form a

valuable acquisition to any public school, or to |
| colt, then a yearling, was purchased by a sport-

the hall or hunting stables of any nobleman or
gentleman desivous of making so enrious an
appendage to his establishment, as they must
ever obtain from the celebrity of the animal a
share of interest and curiosity. They may be
securely referred to as an unexceptionable
model on which to ealeulate speed in horses ;
and from them may also be seen, at any period,
if there be an increase or falling off hereafter of
bone in length or size, in our breeds of race-
horses, which may be readily ascertained, and
in what degree, by his remains. The peculiar
make and exact touwrnure of his bones may also
be known, which no pencil, however skilfully
handled, could convey so aceurate a know-
ledge of.

The following is a brief record of the interest-
ing circumstances which attended his life, and
of the chief of his exploits on the turf.

He was foaled in Sussex, in the stud of the
Duke of Cumberland, our late revered king’s
uncle, and the hero of Culloden; his sire was
Marsk, his grandsire Sguirt ; his great grand-
sire Bartlett's Childers, which was full brother®
to Flying Childers of Devonshire, ‘supposed to

_have been the fleetest horse, for a moderate
weight and distance, that ever took the field.
These Childers breed can be readily traced in

* By full brother is understood by the same mare and horse.
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their descent from the Darley Arabian,imported
into this country from Aleppo by this spirited
merchant, early in the reign of Queen Anne,
and which came over to England certificated
with all the ceremony due to the very best
blood of the Desert.

On the side of his dam he was descended of
Spiletta, got by Regulus, the son of the Godol-
phin Arabian, whose pedigree is very well
understood.

On the death of the Duke of Cumberland, his
stud in Sussex was sold off; and the Felipse

ing Smithfield salesman, for the sum of seventy-
five guineas.* An incident attended his sale,
which is worth relating, as his life might have
been in other hands of perhaps quite another
deseription, and with none of that splendour
which followed him, so much depends upon the
characters of men and opportunities, as well as
of the things themselves, Mr. Wildman, (for
that was the name of this Smithfield amateur),
having the young eolt in view, arrived at the
place of sale some minutes after the anction had
commenced, and the Eclipse colt, being placed
among the early lots, had been actually knocked
down for seventy guineas, and sold. This
spirited lover of the spert was not however to
be daunted by this untoward ecircumstance
from an attempt to gain him; and, referring
immediately to his stop-watch, of trusty work-
manship, he declared in the face of the com-
pany and of the auctioneer, that the time the
bills had stated for the commencement of the
sale had not then arrived, and insisted boldly
that every lot should be put up again. The
auctioneer, well knowing the stiffness of his
man, and, unable to disprove the allegation,
thonght proper to comply; and to save the

* From this probably originated the valgar notion that Eclipse
was onee sold in Smithfield at the open market,



trouble and time of the company it was finally
agreed that such lots as he required should be
put up again ; and FEelipse was onee more put
up, and a second time knocked down, at the
sum of seventy-five guineas, being an advance
of five on his former sale.

This remarkable horse was also not without
portentous events on the day of his birth, for
he was foaled on the very day of the great
eclipse of the sun, on the 1st of April, 1764, and
hence he very maturally acquired his name,
which from this accidental cireumstance is now
become in our language almost synonymonus to
swiftness and speed ; as coaches, ships, steam-
boats, and all other sorts of vehicles having
any distinguishing pretensions to velocity, are
all now called Felipses, arising out of this
casual circumstance,

After the period of his sale, he was kept
chiefly in the neighbourhood of Epsom; and,
from some cause or other not now exactly
known, was not brought into public notice till
he had attained his fifth year, which, no ques-
tion, was attended with many advantages to
his general strength and the state of his feet ;
and, for the first time, he was started on the
sweet scented turf of .EI}HDII'I. Downs, on May
3, 1769 : he was matched against some reputed
clever horses; Gower, Chance, Trial, and
Plume, were his opponents ; and he distanced
them every one, winning for his owner a con-
siderable sum of money. John Oakley, they
say, had the honor of riding him on this oc-
casion, and in general or perhaps always after-
wards,® and to whom it is said this generous
animal was much attached; but, although this
jockey was deemed a skilful and powerful man,
yet this brave animal did not require, they tell
us, much of the aids of jockeyship, or would
permit in any way the use of the whip or spur,

* [t is stated that he was broken in by a daring chameter of
ihie name of George Elton or Ellers, who was afterwards trans-
ported for pouching, and that he often rode him into the thickest
of the forest, to overcome his intractable impetoosity, having
previously defemded his thighs and legs with stout leathers.
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or much directing; the sole business of the
rider was to keep his seat, and pull in, the rest
was done by the horse. In a race that was ex-
pected to be sharply contested at York, O°Kelly
placed several persons across the line of the
course, beyond the coming-in post, in order
that, if he broke away after winning, he might
be stopt; but it was a needless precaution, for,
after the race was won, he seemed to under-
stand it, and readily obeyed the rein.

On this occasion at Epsom, they say, * ke
was pulled™™ the whole of the last mile with
all the might of his rider, yet he distanced the
whole, notwithstanding ; since, for certain ob-
vious political reasons, it was not desirable to
his owner his prodigious powers should be at
once disclosed.

It was after this race that Capt. ("Kelly
purchased the half of him of Wildman for the
sum of 430 guineas; and after a subseguent
race at Winchester, he purchased the remain-
ing half for 1100 guineas; yet, for all this, was
he the cheapest horse ever sold in England,
having by his valuable properties of one kind
or other netted for his master the prodigions
s, it is said, of £30,000.

Among other bets on this race, one was made
which was rather singular, by Dennis O'Kelly
himself, “ that he would undertake to place
the horses: ™ after the bet was made, he was
called upon to declare, and he said, © Eelipse
first, the rest no where ;” which was true, in a
sporting senge, for a horse distanced might be
said to be no where, or in no place.®

* His being backed four to one at starting in this race, for
his superiority, though condeavored to be concealed, had got
abroad among the tarl peaple, and the manner this happened
has been related as follows. Some persons engaged in the fancy
were dispatehed from London for the purpose of taking a sly
peep ot u private trin] that was to be made between Eclipse and
some other horses before his starting for the race; but they ar-
rived too late, for it was just over; but anold woman, as it hap-

| pencd, was fonnd near the spot toddling along, and of her they

enuired if she had seen any thing of the trial: she told them,
she did not much understand what they meant; but, il it was

| the two horses they were talking about that were ranning, she

| tnke him.

could tell them that white legs wis a long way first, and thae
Uother, she was sure, run as [ast as he eould, would never over-
This was sufficieat ; they returned to town, aod the



His next race was on Ascot Heath, on May
the 29th, of the same year, 1769, were he beat
Fettyplace’s Créme de Barbade. The betting
here was eight to one on Eelipse, and, though
only five, he ecarried away the king's plate for
the six years old horses.

At Guildford, June 5th, of this or the next
vear, he walked over for the king’s plate.

His next contest was at Winchester, on June

13th following, of the particulars of which |

nothing more is known than his beating Tur-
ner's Slowch, who had won the king's plate at
Guildford just before: ten to one was betted
on Eclipse after the first heat. He carried away
also the £50. purse, beating the Duke of Graf-
ton’s Chigger, Gott's Julia, ' Kelly's Calliban,
and Bailey's Clanville. On the 15th he walk-
ed over the course at the same place, for £30.
weight for age.

At Salisbury, June, 28th, no horse meeting |

him, he walked over the course for the king's
plate for six years old, carrying twelve stone ;
and the next day he won the city silver bowl,
with thirty guineas added, for any horse car-
rying ten stone, beating Fettyplace’s Swiphur,
and Taylor's Forrester, distancing the first.

At Nottingham, July 3, he walked over for
the king’s plate.

At Canterbury, July 23, he walked over for
the king’s plate for six years old, twelve stone.

At Lewes, July 27th, he won the king’s
plate for six years old, beating Strode’s King-
stoi: ten to one on Eclipse®

At Litchfield, September 19, he won the
king’s plate for five years old, beating Freeth's
Tardy by Matehless : twenty to one on Eclipse,

At Newmarket first Spring meeting, {Tues-
day, April 17th, 1770.) Eclipse beat Bucepha-

— —_—

owmer was surprised, on his arrival, to find the betting so high
in his favor ; he however took the sdds, and won mueh money.

* The writer of this is however credibly informed by some old |

people, who were eve-witnesses of this race, that he was on this
secasion certainly ridden by one John Whiting ; that Oakley
appenars to have peen his constant groom, but whether he genc-
rally rode him, 15 Lawrence asserts, is not eertain.

lus, got by Regulus, of his own lineage on the
dam side ; this was run for on the Beacon
Course. Wildman staked 600 to 400 guineas
on this race, six to four on Eclipse.

On Thursday, April 19th, he won the king's
plate for twelve stone, beating Strode’s Pen-
sioner, Fenwick’s Diana, and the Duke of
Grafton’s Chigger, Pensioner being distanced
at starting : ten to one on Eclipse.

At the close of this year no horse would start
against him, and he received the forfeit of 600
guineas at Newmarket, the king’s 100 guineas
at Guildford; the king’s 100 guineas at Notting-
ham, and £317. 10s. beside.

At York races in this year, 1770, August 20,
two horses were brought against him, Went-
worth’s Tortoise and Bellario, bred by the noted
Sir Charles Bunbury. Eclipse was more than
a distance at the end of two miles, and won
the race with the utmost ease, twenty to one
on Felipse.

At Lincoln, Sept. 3, he carried away 150
guineas, and again at Newmarket, Oct. 3, 150
gnineas, beating Sir C. Bunbury's Corsican ;
and the next day he walked over the round
course for the king’s plate. Turf Reg. p. 15.

He was then put out of training, and cover-
ed mares at Clay Hill, near Epsom, at 50
cuineas each, afterwards at 25, till near his
death.

They relate also an aneedote of this jockey,
John Oakley, and of his horse, which we ought
not to omit. It was several years afterwards,
and that he had done racing, being very decre-
pid and foundered in his feet, from the joint
effects of shoeing and of racing. It being re-
quired that he should be conveyed from Epsom
to Canons, in Hertfordshire, the seat of his
master (’Kelly, a four-wheeled car was made
on purpose for him. In this car rode John
also, and baited with him at the stopping
places on the road ; so that, in the words of the
poet, he had almost become * demi-natured with

| the brave beast.”



Eleven king’s plates, in all, were won by
Felipse ; and the weight he carried was twelve
stone, except for one, which was ten stone.

His color was a light chesnut, or sorrel-
chesnut, the off hind leg white from near the
top of the shank to the foot, a white blaze also
from his forehead to his nose. His exact height
has no where been stated that I have seen;
but, those who have seen him living, guessed
his height to have been fifteen hands and a
half. The best portrait of him is done by the
masterly hand of Stubbs, to whose extraordi-
nary merits and undeserved neglect we have to
hear a sad testimony.

This famous horse was not only the best
that ever this country saw as a racer, but
he was no less so as a stallion, for his progeny,
by their feats upon the course, in 23 years won
344 races, producing to their owners the ex-
traordinary sum of one hundred and fifty-eight
thousand pounds, various smaller sums and
forfeits not included.

His exaet speed was never known, as no
horse could be found to call forth his extreme
pace. His collateral ancestor, Flying Childers,
was supposed to have done a mile in a minute;
if this be admitted, and it were possible he
could continue such a pace without intermis-
sion, he would in seventeen days and nights
and a few hours, measure the belt and
cirenmference of the whole earth, and ar-
rive at his stable again, if no obstacle opposed
him, before the eighteenth night. The eir-
cumference of the globe, from the most
correct computation, being stated at 24,855
miles.

If we examine his make in the portrait, as
well as in the skeleton, the most marked dif-
ference is in his croup, which stands particu-
larly high, owing to the length of his hind
limbs; and his thigh bones are, for a blood-
horse, of an enormous size, which, if provided

with proportionate muscle and energy, must
give him great superiority. It was also re-
marked in his gallop, that his hind legs were
very wide and separated; the width of the
haunch bones and pelvis, which also partook
of this increased volume, would acecount suffi-
ciently for this appearance, the hind legs being
parallel columns from the haunch, and not
approaching upwards, as do the fore limbs.

His fore legs are also remarkable for good
symmetry, and their exaet perpendicularity of
direction.

His fore feet were dropped in the hoofs and
foundered, and his coffin bones were very much
rounded and diminished by absorption from
undue pressure upon the sole. He was thick
winded, probably from some ervor or exposure
in his bringing up. He died at Canons on the
28th of February, 1789, of the gripes, at the
age of twenty-five years; and cakes and ale
were given at the funeral of his flesh, after the
manner of the Godolphin Arabian; for his
skin was preserved, and his bones were nicely
cleared of every covering but the ligaments
that held them together, by the masterly hand
of Sainbel, the first professor of the Veterinary
College, and an excellent anatomist, in which,
more than in any thing else, he excelled.
Sainbel has stated, in his work on Eclipse, that
his heart weighed fourteen pounds,—a remark-
able size for a blood horse.

Sixty guineas were offered by the College of
Surgeons for this remarkable skeleton, it being
intended to be placed in their museum; but
the sum was refused. A hundred being the
price fixed for this king among horses.

C. Richands, Printer, 100, 21, Mania®.1ane, Charing-cros.






VETERINARY BOOKS.

The following valuable Works on the Hovse, from original vesearches, are published by Bracy Cranx, F.L.S., Member of
the Royal French Institute and Ecole de Médecine ; of the Royal Socicties of Berlin, Frankfort, Copenhagen, and
Stutgard ; Honovary Member of the Natural History Society of New York, §e.  Sold by Hexry Ressmaw,
356, Strand ; Cuarves Crank, Giltspur Street; and the Avrnor, 7, Taunton Place, Regent's Park.

1. HIPPODONOMIA : or a Treatise on the Structure of the Foot of the Horse, and of his Shoeing ; in
which the apprehended mysteries of this art are exposed and removed, and many new parts and new views shown.  Alsu
PODOPHTHORA, or a gross defect in the principle itself of Modern Shoeing pointed out, of a more destructive
character than the abuses so generally complained of and inveighed against.  With 12 elegant plates (the lust lutely
added), the whole price 12 10s.; or in 6 parts, at 55. each. With it is also comprised an Essay on the unprofitable
Nature, for the most part, of turning Horses ont o Grass without Shoes, in order to remedy these Defects oFﬂlumng,
and the very unexpected canses of this, These works have been translated into German and French. N.B. The last,
or plate 12, with its explanation of new parts, being supplementary, sold by itself is 1s.

2. A PASTEBOARD MODEL, explaining the true prineiples of the Structure of the Horse's Hoof. With
a box, lock and key, wood eylinder, and a description, &e. price 125

5. The STEREOFPLEA, or the Defence of the Horse's Hoof considered ; and the actual practice of Shoeing
deseribed ; with the best means of bringing up Young Colts with good sound feet; with some remarks on ancient
travelling, and the great advantages of Ancient Causeways, which rendered shoeing almost unnecessary. Second
edition, with & handsome plates, 10s. Gd.

4. An ESSAY ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ANCIENTS respecting Shoeing the Horse; with
some curious derivations proceeding from the word ehaless; also a plate of the mode of applying ancient Shoes.
Second Edition, price s,  An account of two very curious ancient Shoes found near Silbury Hill, in Wiltshire,
in which the origin of the ancient Phanico Saxon name of * Aybury’ is exposed for the fivst time.  'With a plate and
a vignetle, price ls.

5. A GUIDE TO THE SHOEING FORGE ; or, Directions to Gentlemen about to have their Horses
shod, of what they should ohserve during the process.  Price 1s. Gd.

6. A DIRECTION TO FARRIERS respecting the Cruel Practice of Cutting away the Horn of the Frogs -
of Horses' Feet.  Price Gd, for hanging up in forges, Third Edition, I¥tto in French,

7. A DESCRIPTION of all the various Kinds of EXPANSION SHOES invented by the Author, with
remarks on the best manner of making them.  Numerous elegant wood-cuts, and ample testimonies of their advan.
tages. Second Edition, price 14s.

8. MENALCAS' REVIEW OF GODWIN'S BOOK ON SHOEING. Price 6d.

9. FOOT DISORDERS. On Contraction, and Founder, 1s. 6d.; with plate, 25. 6d. taken from STEROPLEA,
10. On the CANKER AND CORNS of Horzes' Feet, andhow to cure them. Second Edition, Price 3s. 84d.
11. On SAND-CRACK AND QUITTOR, and their successful Treatment. Second Edition enlarged, 3s.

12. On the RUNNING FRUSH AND RINGBONE. Price 35 Gd.

12. On NUT-BONE EROSION AND ULCERATION, with a superb plate of examples.

14. DESCRIPTION OF A VERTICAL SECTION OF THE HORSE; with original remarks on his
Anatomy and Framing. Several plates, price 105, 6d.; and with a superb portfolio coloured figure, price 3l. 3s. ; also
a small coloured ditto, 10z, Gd.

15. A noble SECTIONAL VIEW, as large as life, of the HORSE'S HEAD, done by Kirtland, beautifully
coloured to nature, and described by B. C., the plates having been purchased since Kirtland's death by B. C. of his
family. Price of the 2 plates, in portfolio size, and deseription, 11 1s.

16. On the AGE OF THE HORSE, by his Teeth, with figures and a table, showing the appearance of all
the teeth at any age.  Price 5,

17. On the GRIPES OF HORSES, its Deseription, true Causes, and a suceessful mode of Cure. ng}nﬂ
Edition, with improvements, price 7s. 6d.  Also a TREATISE ON CHOLERA, sllawinp; :'-t to b the same disease,
and how to cure it. Price 15, 64, Tts medical history, name, and place also, in the Nosologic system.

18. PHARMACOP(EIA EQUINA ; or the proper Medicines for the Horse, his Food, Poisons, and Ma-
teria Medica, with a general view of his Nosology. Third Edition, with various wood-cuts, 7s. 6d. This work has
alzo been translated into French, i

19. On the BOTS OF HORSES ; all the different species, their habits, and mode of propagation: 2 plates,
with numerous (above 60) figures, coloured, price 15s.; uncoloured, 10s. 6d.  Also translated into I-remfh.

20. On CASTING DOWN HORSES for painful operations ; a new and safe method, for which the large
silver medal was given to the Author by the Society of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. With a plate, price 2s, 6.

21, The HISTORY OF THE HORSE, and the Progress of Horse Knowledge, exhibiting all the most useful
Writers, ancient and modern, with Critical Remarks.  Price 7s. Gd.

29, HISTORY of the celebrated RACE-HORSE, ECLIPSE. Price 6d.

24. A TREATISE ON THE VICES OF HORSES, their best correction, and manner of avoiding. 8s. 6d.

24. Aleo a TREATISE ON THE BITS OF HORSES ; their Hi!-tﬂr}“, ancient and modern ; sl!‘l_ll‘.'.l;.un’.',
kinds, uses, and abuses, with elegant plates (one beantifully coloured), and several wood cuts.  Second Edition en-
larged. Price 125 . L

25, HIPPIATRIA, or the Surgery and Medicine of Horses. In 2 Parts, Part I only yet published, price 8s.
with a woodcut.

N.B. Any number of the above Works bind into a handsome quarto volume, forming together an invaluable system of
Veterinary knowledge, indispensable to all possessing or using Horses, or desivous of understanding them, apd are as cheap as
the flash duodecimos got up for sale by the trade; and on reselling much cheaper, for some of them alrveady, by beeoming
searee, have enbanced their price.
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