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ADPFERTISEMENT.

T e Sfollowing Remarks were put together with the intention
of fubjoining them to a new edition of the Bills of Mortality.
In [ubmitting them feparately to the Public, the Author is in-
Sluenced by no vanity, or felf-conceit, no forwardnefs to broachk
mew opinions, nor any wik to fupport a favourite [yflem. If
he has flated any thing as jfall, he has at leaff endeavoured
to do 1t fairly ; or if he has hazsarded any conclufions, he las
at the fame time laid open the fources from which they were
drawn. His object is 1o direlt the attention of the Medical
world to a fubjet which has hitherto been very much negleéled ;
and which appears to him capable of being employed to valuable

purpofes.
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PEO P L E have fallen into two oppofite errors concerning the
Bills of Mortality. Some have confidered their authority as’
too vague to be made the foundation of any certain conclu=-
fions ; and others have built upon this foundation, without
fufficiently confidering it’s real defefts. Both parties are
equally in the wrong.

TrE agreement of the Bills with each other, does alone
carry with it a ftrong proof, that the numbers under the
feveral articles are by no means fet down at random ; but
muft be taken from the uniform operation of fome perma-
nent caufe. While the gradual changes they exhibit in par-
ticular difeafes, correfpond to the alterations which in time
are known to take place in the channels through which the
great ftream of mortality is conftantly flowing.

Tnar there are, however, many and very great imperfec-
tions in the Bills of Mortality, cannot be doubted. For, firlt,
the births include only thofe who are baptized according to
the rites and ufage of the Church of England. By which

means



L i)

means all Jews, Quakers, Papifts, and the very numerous
body of Diflenters, are omitted. And though fome among
the poorer fort both of Papifts, and Diffenters, who live at a
diftance from their refpective burial-grounds, and cannot bear
the expence of being carried thither, are buried accc}rt._ling to
the rites of the Eftablithed Church, and confequently have
a place in the regifter ; yet the numbers fo accounted for,
muft be very few compared with the deficiencies.

SeconpLy : Of thofe who are of the Church of England,
a very large proportion are either buried in the country, or
in burial grounds adjacent to London, but without the Bills.
The burials alfo in St. Paul's Cathedral, in Weftminfter
Abbey, the Temple, the Rolls, Lincoln’s Inn, St. Peter’s in
the Tower, the Charterhoufe, the feveral Hofpitals of the
metropolis, and other places which are not parochial ceme-
teries, are for that reafon omitted. Befides which, the great
parifthes of Marybone, and Pancras, have never yet had a place
in the Bills of Mortality. In the former of thefe alone, the
burials, on an average of five years, from 1795 to 1799 in-
clufive, amounted annually to 1,550 [a/.

TmirpLY : Many abortives and ftill-born, making together
above 7co in the year, are noticed in the deaths, but not in
the births.

FourTHLY,
“(a) Mr. Pennant, in his Account of London, fays, it is the opinion of Mr.

Richardfon, who has ferved the parifh offices, that there are nearly as many

buried from London, at diffcrent burial grounds, without, as within the limits of
the Bills of Mortality.
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TABLE 1.
3 | |
Years - -| 1701 | 1702 | 1703 17::4] 1;.'::.&5| 1706 | 1707 | 1708 1709 | 1710 || Average
: : s | : JLe s g
CHRISTENED |55lﬁrx563?‘15443':5395}5:45;15369 iﬁﬂﬁfv!rgﬁﬁz 1522014928 15623
; |
Buriep - - |20471|1948120720/22684 22097 19847 2160221291 21800(2462¢| 21461
F.'ILI‘.'{ = . |
Colic - 60.8] 67 | 53 | 56 | 52.6 50.4] 45.9] 41 42.4] 32.9] s50.2
Gripes - ' : ’
Ermii Pn‘-: - | £3.1 15.9| 43.3 66.1 49.7| 36 | 49.9| 79.2| 46.6]126.7] 56.6
.ﬁpﬂph’::{jl'
Pally - 8 6.9] .76l 6.4 7.3| 7.8 7.9 B g 661 T3
Suddrﬂl;f . -.
Meafles - - 0.2 'I.4 " 2.4 ©.5 I4.5 I8 L2 So 4 y 20 B
Coiidbed - 10.9| Ii.4 10,5 IL7| 3 I1.gf 11 11 8 8.8
Mifearsiage .9 4 il - 3 .9| .9 Akl itk : | {§ 2
! ' ‘ |
Years- - 1711 | 1712 | 1713|1714 | 171§ 1?15' 1717|1718 | 17597 1720 || Average
I
CHRISTENED [14706(15660/150927 17495/17234 1?42:|i3.q.?5 1330'}]134[31?4?9! 17111
Buriep - - |19833121198/21057/26569 12232.24436'1344516523.-33-1?|ﬁ54.54 23909
Flux - .
gﬂll-: . } 36.7) 325 338 302 32.3 339 358 391 395 38.3) 352
Fripls = | |
bma'i Pox -| 45.7| 92.5| 76.8/106 | 48 | 99.4) 94.4] 71 [114.1] 56.7] 8o.4
Apoplexy
Pally - } 9 ol 93l 7.5 Sl 2 apal BR8]l gl 6
5ud-‘|enl]r
Meafles -~ -| 4.8/ 36] 2.9 s5.2] 3.3 11 1.5) r8sl Bl Bl Tihae
Childbed - % .8 8 8.4/ 11.6] 12 4 10 10.3] 10.2f 10.2
Mifcarriage i / i e | I ) ot s :




(

g

)

TABLE l.—continued.

Years - - 1721 | 1722 I'j'ﬂ:]ll';rﬂq. 1724 | 1726 | 1727|1728 | 1729|1730 |Aver&ge
= | o0
CurisTENED [1837C 1‘3339,15;203“93?(“ 18559188081 8152!16652 17060/17118] 18203
BuriEp - - -15:41-::5;5&19:9-; 26952/2552329647(28418/2781029722/26761) 27492
Flux -
Colic - 32.6| 32.2| 36.3 341 26.4 2§.4 24.3] 20.2 19.3 38.5 26.9
Gripes - 1 :
Small Pox - g1.3l 84.31112.8] 47.2/ 125 | 53 | 837 752 95.9| 71.6/ 84
ﬂpﬂplexf
Paify } g.b| 8.6( 8.2 o6 8.7 & 8 .8 T4 1o 8.5
Suddenl | .
Meaﬂes e =i G| 4dl 79 | 45| . 23] 8.6, 2.8 3 1.3 116 56
Childbed - .
Mifcarriage } I1.5] 11.4/ 10 9.5| 0.4 8.3 7.9 7.7 9.4 10 9.5
| |
Years - - 1731 | 1732 1733|1734 | 1735 ‘?Sﬁi 1737|1738 | 1739 1740 | Average
CurisTenep 1783017788 L?455}I?639 16873 1{3491116}'60116560 16181|15231 16830
BuriEp - - [25262(23368]2923326062(2353512758127823'25825/2543230811(| 26492
Elox - -
Colic - -} 15,70 18.G 12.20 14.9| 14.7| 14.3] 13 1L.gl 117 10,3 13.4
Gripes - - i
Small Pox - |105.6] £1.3| 47.2 103.4| 67.8| 109:6] 74.4| 61.1] 66.5| 8s.2| 77.1
Apoplexy - } i !
Pally - il 11.4] 9.0 8.4 10 1 : 8. 8.8l e
Sudden]].' - o | > I 33
Meafles - - vt S 1| B 1 | R - ) Bl - 397 BES 1% { ISR 8.3 12.8] 1.4 .0
Childbed - | i 1 ) i
Mifcarriage ], e I el § 3045 B et (R R ?*5_| O+
B 2
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TABLE L—continued.
| !
Years - -| 1741|1742 (1743 | 1744 | 1745 | 1746 [ 1747 | 1748 | 1749 1750 : Average
— i e I — i
CHRISTENED {14957 :3}'51!:5050 14261 i40?3i!45?? 1494214153 14260 14545( 14458
Burizp - = 32169:1;433-:51@1a6a61119&|2815; 25494{23869/25516{23727|l 25352
Flux - -
Colic - -} 9.6, 57 6.6 47 87 64 76 7 e R | [
Gripes- - | ;
Small Pox -~ | 61.7] 52.1] 811} 79.2| '§7.4 115.5l 54.3| 74.6| 102.9] 518} 72
Apoplexy -
Pally - -} 8.6/ 10.5{ 11 12.4] 12 | 11.2] 9.6 12.6 12.7] 14 11.4
Suddenly - L | |
Meafles - - 1.3 35-8] o] a2t bl B 3] o] g.x] Tagll 6.8
Childbed - } 81l i e . bit
Mifcarriage ] 73 l 7 g 3 e il 9*?1 ;
Years - -1 1757|1752/ 1753|1754 | 1755 | 1756 | 1757|1758 | 1759 | 1760 || Average
= | L
|
CHRISTENED [14691{15308/15444 tq.gq.?lrg*:eg.lqjju 14053(14204{14253 t.q._t}gi! 14789
Buriep - - (21028 20.1.35192,6'-2696'219:? 20872{21315/17575|19604(198 30| 20460
Flux - |
Colic - - 6.6, 6.6 7.31 6 4.3 4 2.5 S5 gt 25l B
Gripes - -
Small Pox - | 47.5/173.4/ 40.7| 104.3 90.4| 77.3/ 154.7| 72-7| 132.4| 104.5]| 102.7
}"-.pnplf}i}'
Pally - 13.5] 12.6] 15.6] 13.6] 32 | T5 | 12.3] 147 15| 14.4ff 1.5
Suddfnl } : :
Mc.,ﬂn*s = gl iy, C, 1G.2 7. 11 g 166 8.8| 11.%
Childbed ; il ; 3
lecarrxaae} 8.4 7.9 91 96/ 95 8.6 8.4 ":"'f‘i Lt A 94
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TABLE 1.—continued,

Years ~ -{ 1761 | 1762|1763 {1764 | 1765 | 1766 | 1767 | 17681 1769 | 1770 || Average
Curistenep |16000{15351]15133{16801(16374{16257|1598c|16042(16714{17109] 16176
Buriep - - |21063|26326126143/23202/23230(23911|22612(23639(21847|224341 23441
Flux - -

Colic - - 4 2.0l 34 34 28] 2.8 39 41 3 1.5 3.8
Gripes - -
Small Pox - | 72.6| 105.2] ¥37.7| 103.4] 108.6| g97.2| 96.8] 128.3 89.4| 88.6| 102.7
Apoplexy -
Pally - - 15.7] 53.6] 11.4] 12.6] 11.4] 12.9] 14 o lse §1E3 12.6
Suddenly -
Meafles - -| 19 4.6 23.4)° 2.8 2.3 20 38l 17.3 4 | 148 111
Childed -
Miﬁ:arriagC} 14 | 106 9.9l 10.2] 10.8] 8.5 g 8.6 12.24 11

Years - | 1771 | 1772|1773 | 1774|1775 I??‘_ﬁ 1777|1778 | 1779|1780 | Average
CHRISTENED I:qo;,-z 17916{16805(16998/1762¢(17280/18 300 t}'jGD[Iﬁj‘ﬁg 16634| 17170
Buriep - - (2178026053 21656 20884/20514/19048/23334 :-ojggmq,ﬂozogr'p‘nq.ﬁo
F]ux = E
Colic - } 2.kt oqgl 7l B8l 4 2.9 - 2.3 2.9 4.2 4..5‘
Gripes - - I
Sm.all Pox -« | 76.5/153.51 48.1 119.1) 130.2| 90.¢| £10.1| 70.2| 122.2] 42.5| 96.3
.Apﬂplex}r I
Pally - 13.4| 12.4] 13.1] 13.6| 13.6| 16.8] 14.1| 14.8] 12.6] 16.8
Suddenly - !
Meafles - -| 5.3] 8.| 9.2 5.8 138 8 6.2 19.3| 4.8] 13.2/
Childbed
Mlﬁ:arfmgc} G2, 751 9 99| 9.3 10.2| 9.6 8.6] r0.4 .3{ gn
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TABLE l.—continued,

Years - -{ 1781 (1782|1783 (1784 | 1785 | 1786 | 1787 | 1788 | 1789 | 1790 || Average
CHRISTENED |17026(17101/17091[17174/17919 13:19.1?503 19559/18163/18982| 17862
Burizp - - |20709|17918[19029 17828118919 2045419349 19697(20749[18035|| 19269
Flux - -

Colic - - £330 | 24b] Fal] 3 16| | 1 | o Tl ra) o6 wB
Gripes - - .
Small Pox - |169.5| 35.5| 81.6] 97.7/105.3| 60.5/ 126 | 55.8| 101.1| 89.8| g92.2
Apoplexy -
Pally - -] 13.4) 19.5| 15.4] 15.2] 16.5) 15 | 12.8| 14.8] 14.4] 155 15.2
Suddenly -
Meafles - - 97| 94| 9.7} 16| 1 39-5| 4.6/ 2.8 26 6.6 11
Childbed - ) 5
Mifcarriagc} ro.af | gL | bl bl | 8B bre | fatig] | 10 8.5 8.3 9
I
Years = -l 1791 |1792]1793| 1794 | 1795|1796 | 1797|1798 | 1799 1300| Average
=
CurisTENED [18496 rgjq.ﬂligmﬂ 13639| 18361(18826{18645/17927 Iﬁg?ﬂjl-lgrjﬁi 18754
Buriep - - [18760{20213]21749{19241/21179/19285 1f014:815513134r23a68 19680
Flux - -
Colic - -} o.8] o5l 1.3] " o9 0.9 LI o5’ 14 o7 I 1\ 0.9
Gripes - -
Small Pox - | g4.5| 78.4 109.7/ 100.7| 49-5/183.9] 30.7/128.7| 61.3 104.7|| 94.2
Apoplexy -
Pally - -} 1§ | 15 | 16.2] 147 14.2| 15.4] 18.4] 17| 10.5] 16.3 716.2
'Suddenly - r
Meafles - - 6.6/ 22.5] 11.4) - o | 25.6f 15.9f 13 | 20.8| 12.3 I}'."Ii 13.4
Childbed - .
M:Ii';ar:;:lge} 8.5 10 8.7 o8] 7 | 1o.s| r2.2] 8 7.4 73] 8.9
|
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TABLE II
Wee H:L; BiLLs Childbed Colic,
Mnn':aurr. NWhDI: Ol | liars ﬂp;}:;l;x I f'"d Confump- Fiux,
= Smbbey bwo. L oty WY | Mifear- | (ions, | Fever. | Guipes, | Meafles. [Small Pox,
P 7 6 3. buried. | years. | years. Suddenly. riage. Loolenes,

4 Jan. - - | 641 | 197 93 i1 2 153 0 9 o | 106
i1 Jan, - - | 565 | 162 | 84 6 3 104 | «x 5 o | 108
18 Jan, = - | £83 | 146 86 II 8 118 61 1 o 107
25 Jan. - - | 621 | 149 | 104 g 13 103 | 62 3 2 113
1 Feb. - -1 697 | 216 | 128 | 14 10 129 | 59 2 3 | 12§
8 Feb. - - | 612 | 152 | 120} 3§ 8 106 | 76 4 I 84
15 Feb, - - | 520 | 146 | 86 4 6 93 | 43 2 3 g6
22 Feb. - ~ | g51 | 158 | 86 6 - 108 | 69 3 I 79
1 Mar. - - | 469 | 126 | 63 6 5 108 | 54 1 2 67
8 Mar. - - | 513|153 86, 3 5 103 | 64 o o 65
15 Mar. - - | 404 | 98 76 3 o] 93 29 0 2 51
22 Mar, ~ - | 552 | 157 | 87 3 3 Ir4 | 7% .. P 73
29 Mar. - - | 443 | 135 | 59 4 s 106 | 53 3 2 52
§Apr. - - | 448 | 131 | 79 6 6 85 | 62 I 2 5
12 Apr. - - | 484 [ 147 | 78 ) 5 4 | 108 63 ° 3 | 57
1gApr. -~ - | 477 | 142 | 68 6 7 83| 49 g % 61
26 Apr. - - | gog5 | 140 | 96 5 6 10§ 83 o 7 54
3May - - | 461 | 135 | 7o 3 9 10x |- 36 = 7 61
10 May - - | 567 | 159 | 83 g 12 105 | 68 o 12 77
17 May - - | 484 | 155 | 6o 6 3 81| 70 o 15 52
24 May - - | 452 | 152 | 70| § 2 88 | 54 z | 14 | 49
31 May - - | 537 | 179 | 72 7 10 118 | 43 1 1S 67
7 June - - | 524 | 374 | 70 9 7 87 | 69 L 23 b4
14 June- - | 537 | 1 75 6 2 go | 64 o 31 62
21 June - - | 466 i 59 6 a 83| 72 o4 36 57
28 June - ~ | 552 | 159 | 74| 2 | 4 .| 104 I 1| 34 | 83
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TABLE 1l.—continued.

WaEELY BiuLs Childbed 1 Colic,
of hda | Sinder § B | Apoptemn uud i conling: Flax,

MORTALITY: |Number| two fixty Palfy, Mitear. ey Fever, Gripes,

1.';_53. buried. | Years. | Years. | Suddenly. riage. Trofehd)

g July - -| 533|161 | 6o g ir g6 82 o
12 July - - | 517 | 163 | 64| 11 7 76 6o I
19 July - - | 506 | 175 | 56 4 2 go 66 3
26 July - - | 486 | 192 | 46| 3 S L L 3
2 Aug, - - | 436 | 157 | 43 6 2 62 55 1
g Aug. - - | 460 | 192 | 47 5 2 65 62 3
16 Aug, - - | 462 | 160 | 46| 6 T 8. 74 .4 63 3
23 Aug. - - | 548 | 146 | 72 1 4 | 10§ 75 I
‘30 Aug. - - [ 418 | 163:| 24| 3°'| 2 | 63 57 2
6 Sept. - - | 478 | 174 | 69 5 X 74 67 2
13 Sept. - - | 477 | 162 ] 49 2 4 Bo 73 2
20 Sept. - - | 516 | 185 | 6o 6 4 9o 73 6
27.8ept. - - | 565 | 212 | 53 3 6 | 105 84 2
40&. - - | 485 | 174 | 68 6 4 83 64 5
11 O&. - -] 404|138 | 55 3 o T 55 1
180& - - 473|153 | 69| 6 g J apeld T 4
25 O. - - | 498 [ 168 | 8o [ 135 2 81 75 1
I Nov. - - | 384 | 122 | 55 3 6 79 55 2
8 Nov. - - | 478 | 136 | 67 g 4 92 | 75 2
15 Nov. - - | 362 | 112 | 49'| 3 ¢ § 72| 67 2
22 Nov. - - | 498 | 167 | 70 8 4 g1 77 1
29 Nov, - - | g5t | 172 [ 78 8 4 GI 73 1
6 Dec. - - | 564 169 87 3 2 126 Qo 2
13 Dec. - - | 480 | 163 | 38 g 4 | y10 8§ I
20 Dec, - - | 484 | 160 | 66 6 2 93 83 o
27 Dec. - - | 380 | 125 | 41| 2 5| 727 W89 1

Meafles. |3mall Pox.
4 | 99
16 8o
51 78
20 87
33, 1. 90
26 69
27 73
15 66
21 47
16 | 59

18 46
14 51
20 69
13 50

7 46
4 47
5 4. %
4 45
4 56
7 45
6 b2
b 1.5
5 54
| 38
3 53
4 37
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TABLE IlL.—continued.

“EM:} g Whale | Waoder | Above [Apoplexy, Ch::inm SR g"l’i::*
O | S | Yo ey Ml | | T | G | Mt P,
1.7 6 & riage. Loofenes.

g Jan. - §85 | 207 | 46 8 7 | 116 84 4 4 44
10 Jan. - 462 | 153 | 71 6 8 89 63 2 3 44
17Jan. - - 1499 176 | 69| 7 4 figg o 78 : B =y
24 Jan. - 505 | 160 | go 2 7 | 16§ 81 2 2 41
31 Jan, - 466 | 142 | 62 4 7 95 86 2 1 26
7 Feb. - 483 | 149 | 68 4 4 | 110 63 1 2 31
14 Feb, - so4 | 162 | 84 5 & 103 79 3 4 28
21 Feb, - 491 | 159 | 86 5 6 09 82 2 o 33
28 Feb. - 447 | 130 | 70| 10 6 86 70 3 2 27
6 Mar. - 466 | 131 84 6 3 102 74 I 2 37
13Mar. - - | 519 | 158 | 99| 3 2 | 94 | fo I I | g
20 Mar. - 481 | 137 | 92 5 4 gI 88 3 1 27
a7 Mar. - 463 | 137 | 83 6 4 99 72 2 1 29
3 Apr. - 455 | 131 82 4 4 M 168 B4 o 1 24
10 Apr, - 402 | 109 | %9 6 1 93 76 e} ) a2
17 Apr. - 433 | 143 | 57 9 10 | 100 63 o 1 29
24 Apr. - 405 | 129 | 6o 3 2 B89 62 I o 23
1 May - 405 | 130 571 11 4 // 62 3 o 37
8 May - 435 | 130 | 61 7 4 92 56 e] o 47
1sMay - - | 420|129 | 67| 7 5 o 8yq B3 °© 4 | 30
22 May - 381 | 126 | 41 3 I 76 £2 1 o 2
29 May - 409 | 120 | &1 3 2 8o 69 5 2 39
5 June - 421 | 138 | 47 I [ 93 58 3 1 39
12 June - 415 | @z | gt 6 5 83 92 1 2 44
19 June 407 | 1351 49| 6 b1 F9 Y Ea 5 A
26 June - 398 | 126 1% 52 4 ; ! P 70 2 I 44




Meafles.

Small Pox.

( 2 )
TABLE IL—continued.

WEEEL:F BirLs el Pana | At Japoptadt Child::d i E:::ic:

MorTALITY. |Number| two fixty Pally, M?t:: 2 ::u':::lp' Fever, | G j.ip;h

m— buried. | Years. | Years, |Suddenly.| . Loofenels.

17 6 4. FIAgE.

3 July - 402 | 119 | 51 2 2 76 70 2
10 July - 409 | 124 | 4% 3 7 82 6o 2
17 July - -| 367 | 135 | 50 6 3 68 61 o
24 July - - | 404|172 40| » § 6 [dg7 | 68 g
gt July --| 328|136 52 6 8 63 57 2
7 Aug. - - | 395 | 153 | 4F 7 3 | 68 6o 3
14 Aug. - 338 | 122 | 49 1 2 45 69 1
ar Avg, - - | 388 [ 151 | 48 7 3 55 73 1
28 Aug. - 475 | 180 | 40 4 3 78 95 o
4 Sept, - --| 457 | 189 | 49 v 5 65 86 2
11 Sept. - 484 | 1go | 63 4 5 76 82 2
15 Sept. - 486 | 215 | 36 7 1 86 8o 3
25 Sept. - 468 | 191 | 359 2 5 8o 86 4
20&, --| 477 | 71| 67 5 4 | 85 88 2
9 0¢. - 399 | 154| 53 1 I 63 63 2
16 O&, - 466 | 163 | 50 2 6 83 81 3
23 0&. - 451 | 156 | 51 6 2 87 89 I
300, - ga@ | 1351 57 [0 9 4 | 89 [ 63 2
6 Nov..- - | 405 | 127 | 50 6 5 84 66 1
13 Nov. - 538 | 153 | 8o | 14 10 88 106 o
20 Nov. - 394 | 134 | 43 6 8 73 8o I
27 Nov. - cag | 14540 74 8 7 | 106 g8 o
4 Dec. - - | 503|136 | 77 8 1 9% 93 1
11/ Deec - 30 | auyele 78 9 5 95 92 o
13 Dec, - 474 | 147 | 82 8 2 73 93 1
2§ Dec. - 374 l g1 56 4 2 71 62 o)

Owvi OO = 0O » B8 1B 0O B O 0 = P w OO0 0P O = 00mr1r KW

55
63
42

54
56
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TABLE II.—continued.

WEERLY BiLLs

of

MoaTALITY.

1765.

e ——— e

1 Jan.
8 Jan.
15 Jan.
a2 Jan.
29 Jan.
s Feb,
12 Feb.
1g Feb.
26 Feb.
5 M,
12 Mar,
19 Mar.
26 Mar,
2 Apr.
9 Apr.
16 Apr,
23 Apr.
30 Apf.
7 May
14 May
21 May
28 May
4 June
11 June
18 June

25 June

Wheale
Nombher
buried.

-
[

5!]
517
485
452
423
435
527
532

Childbed

I.Tls:::r &ﬂt;tnve ﬁ't;'ﬂ:’[?xf | and Con fump- = E:::’
e, | Vois. Eudd.cz;:,r. ’f:;:’ L e L&&ﬁ:ﬂ; | Meafles. |Small Pox.
SRS 7 (V59 7 [ or g2 3 o | 72
vgLil 3. Fe 8 3 | 109 | 83 o o | 6o
1571 72 5 5 g6 76 i 3 48
2% 73 6 1 91 39 o o 70
113 65173 R 1 o | ss
G il il 3 3 85 63 ) 1 50
159 G3 5 6 100 2 o 2 43
174 | g1 g 6 84 98 I o 51
96103 | 7 [ 9 | 114 [ 106 : 5 ool
178 | . g6 8 3 [|i1z20 94 1 o 48
202 | 78 5 g |-118 81 o] o 44
157 | g6 2 8 100 B8 o 1 59
158 | 86 | 12 7 |107 96 I o
112 | 78 7 9 81 62 o 1 42
126 | 51 3 7 67 53 - 2y
89 | 65 5 I 92 83 2 o 29
129 | 64 3 6 82 76 0 1 23
1329 75 8 5 by 83 o o 24
137 V- 55 ab i, 3 8g 71 I i 18
18 ige 3 5 56 55 1 o 24
i57 ' ba 3 4 74 61 o 2 31
118 | %7 3 3 8o 82 o 1 2§
107 | 46 I 3 bg 56 1 i 26
139 | 59| 11 3 86 70 o] I 24
S R NS R el
141 68 4 gl | &% 72 1 o 38

S




WEEELYT BiLnus

of

MORTALITY.

176%.

2 July -
g July -
16 July
23 July -
30 July -
6 Aug. -
13 Aug. -
20 Aug. -
27 Aug. -
3 Sept. -
10 Sept. -
17 Sept.
24 Sept.
1 O¢t. -
8 O&.-
15 Oé.
22 O,
29 Oct. -
§ Nov. -
12 MNov. -
19 Nov. -
26 Nov,
4 Diec.
10 Dec.
17 Dee.
24 Dec, -
31 Dec. -

]

i

Whole
Mumber
buried.

322
399
315
377
35*
357
364
381
437
5
479
478
464
495
507
480
469
429
450
478
511
500
513
564
516
§00

577

Under
1w

Years.

e

125
125
126
134
144
139
154
162
1g8
179
232
21§
232
216
230
202
184
139
152
187
148
188
174
171
154
148
169

¢ 137
TABLE [Il.—continued.
1 I

Ahove H]Juplﬁ':{j',j Ehll-ﬂlu:ll Conf I{:!nul::’

fixty Pally, | M:.]I:lr ::-::i::::'-p- Fever. | Gripes, | Meafles. |

Years, |Soddenly. | riage. Loofenefs.

48 5 6 1 52 45 o 2
50 7 [ 88 62 1 o
38 3 2 62 45 1 2
56 5 5 67 56 2 o
2| 4 6 IViun Y 'ha 1 3
43| 4 O 1 3
54 5 8 44 8o 5 1
43| 7 i 42 75 2 1
68 7 10 65 87 3 1
50 3 10 63 72 1 o
45 8 6 63 58 4 o
6o 3 2 84 66 2 o
52| 5 4 | 69 | 63 3 z
57 7 9 82 80 4 2
O £ 1.5 ¢ "y 5 I
43 1 6 86 78 4 I
61 2 3 76 78 2 2
14 4 | 96 | 74 o o
6g | 10 3 74 72 ‘¢ O 2
77 5 3 81 86 2 I
90 9 6 g1 82 1 |
69 6 2 88 8o 2 o
71 9 g 103 70 o o
88 5 7 106 85 o 3
75 7 g } ro3 74 e 1
87 | 12 3 101 77 I I

113 9 Il 112 77 2 2

Small Pox.




. 2)

TABLE 1l.—continued.

WeerLy BiLrs _ Childbed Calic
of Whale | Under | Above Apoplexy, it Bl Flu.'-:j
MorTALITY. Nm:'!lu-r Ewn fixty Palfy, Mifcar- i P Bitic. Gl'i;:r;, Meafles. [Small Pox.
£ 266, buried, | Years. | Years. Suddenly. tiage. Loty

7 Jan, - = | 546 | 186 | 111 8 7 | 109 = 1 3 64
14 Jan. - = | §20 | 184 ] 79 7 g 102 i 2 iy 50
21 Jan. - - g60 | 158 | 97 | 12 5 | 105 75 1 o 6o
28 Jan. = - | 598 | 166 | 127 7 4 118 79 a 1 67
4 Feb. = - | 5§30 | 136 | 103 9 2 | 102 g0 o I 58
11 Feb. - - | 560 | 188 | 88 | 10 & L 13 78 1 1 58
18 Feb, - = | 522 | 178 | 93 9 7 103 65 1 3 £L
25 Febi- - | 514 | 151 | 93| 7 I S I 4 | 46
4 Mar, -'- ]| 471 | 156 | 75 5 3 101 61 1 3 45
13 Mar. - - | 473 | 139 | 81 3 3 {113 68 1 7 49
18 Mar. - - | 495 | 167 | 8o 6 4 95 8o 1 5 $4
25 Mar. - - | 510 | 159 | 66 3 { | 103 82 S It 62
1 Apr. - - | 485 | 148 | 71 5 8 94 63 =} 12 54
8 Apr. - - | 589 | 176 | 193 6 9 | 126 84 o] 1§ 67
15 Apr. - - [ 491 | 187 | 57| 6 4 | 90 | 85 . a3, s
22 Apr. - - | 480 | 158 | 74 8 4 88 6o 2 14 69
29 Apr. - - | 431 | 149 | 66 8 1 i 63 I g 56
6 May - -| 439 | 327 | 68| 4 3 [r95 . 13 o 4 | 51
13 May - - | 401 | 135 | 55} 2 1 75 | 74 1 15 | 44
20 May - - | 528 | 180 | 78 7 g 106 95 4 16 5K
27 May - - | 428 | 136 | 62 6 6 83 69 0 16 38
3June - - | 453 | 138 | 63 g 2 83 b4 1 24 £3
3o June - - | 449 | 142 | 59 3 g 83 79 o 23 56
17 June - - | 393 | 155 | 40 I 5 73 47 o 24 39
24 June - - | 368 | 136 | 47 3 6 69 49 2 15 45
r July - - | 433 ) 136 | 63| 13 7 84 64 o 13 53




( 33 )

TABLE ILl.—continued.
WeEkLY BILLs " Childbed Colic,
Morraurrs. [rumime| two | ey | Puye | e [ Fere | i | Meaes sl o
—_— buried.| Years, | Years, | Suddenly.| ... Loolenefs.
17 56, rviage.

gJuly - - | 391 }149] 521 7 2 | 65 | 64 o | 24 | 25
15 July - = | 374 | 121 | 51 £ ) 67 61 o 29 33
22 July - = | 381 | 126 | 62 6 3 26 52 1 14 37
2g July - - | 340 | 124 | 38 8 1 6g 39 1 13 38
sAug. - - | 404|179 | 44| 6 # 4 gn ] 56 g L
12 Aug. - - | 385 | 139 | 49 4 6 76 54 3 15 34
1g Aug. - - | 326 | 111 | 44 4 2 70 40 1 11 2
26 Aug.- - | 337 | 132 | 47 3 4 62 59 o 5 23
g 8ept. = =~ |-351 | 138 45 5 1 63 67 I 8 16
g Sept.- - | 363 | 150 | 38 6 5 64 b1 I g 28
16 Sept. - - | 444 | 165 | 59 9 2 g 78 2 7 26
23 Sept.- - | 393|148 | 52| 6 gk T L e 3 1T || 3%
30 Sept. = - | 365 | 140 [ 41 4 o 68 72 3 3 19
7 O, - - | 486 | 217 | 71 2 9 g8 63 1 2 43
14 O&. - - | 462 | 166 | 66 4 6 100 28 2 6 24
21 O&. - - | 436 | 172 | 55 2 6 94 63 5 6 22
28 O&., - - | 374 | 144 | 51 5 1 79 6o 2 7 27
4Nov.- - | 403 | 142 | 64 7 4 78 69 1 1 24
11 Nov.- - | 399 | 158 | 66 6 4 75 68 1 g ‘| 26
18 Nov. - - | 483 | 135 | 58 2 2 go g1 3 4 43
25 Nov. - - | 459 | 148 | 63 3 4 92 84 1 4 36
g Dec. - - | 416 | 131 | 64 6 11 85 75 2 . 4 27
g Dec. - - | 427 | 134 | 69 7 3 04 76 o 6 3t
16 Dec. - - | 454 | 124 | 66 1 5 | 107 76 1 6 0
23 Dec. - - | 386 | 120 | 5§ 5 8 88 58 I ¥ 1 3%
3oDec. - - | 445 | 114 | 76 4 2 | 106 72 I 3 32




(

16 )

TABLE 11.—continued.

L g :
WEEK 'F EiLL ol bt L L ch:&;.:d Colic,
MoORTALITY. — i T Palfy, : . C'm] fump- Flux,
ST ::r:iedr.r Yeurs | Vears, Suddesly. Mifcac- | tion. | Fever. | Gripes, | Medfies. [Small Pox.
1767 FIage. Loofencfs.
6Jan. - - | 391 | 113| 69| 6 7 93 | st ° 4 | 43
13 Jan. - - | 532 | 144 92 1t 5 120 87 o 10 38
20 Jan. - - | 519 | 129 | 100 | 16 6 126 | 63 2 1 42
27 Jan. - - | 503 | 136 | ¢4 12 i 107 81 I I 13
3Feb. - - | 468 | 127 | 84 5 2 107 | 76 2 0 31
10 Feb. - - | 446 | 108 | 792 6 . 3 gb | 79 o] 2 25
17 Feb, - - | 439 | 137 | 8o [ 9 101 | 8o 1 © 18
24 Feb, - 413 } 318.| Gy g 3 102 | 61 o o 24
3 Mar.- - | 404 | 134 | 69 7 4 gb | 59 1 1 22
10 Mar, - - | 416 | 144 | 67 9 3 86 | 62 o o 21
17 Mar. - - | 457 | 140 | 73 D 5 go | 86 0 o 20
94 Mar, - - 439 | 148 | 64 | IO 1 10§ | 63 o] o 27
9t Mar. - - | 432 | 162 ] 71 5 3 86 | 59 1 1 24
7Apr. - - | 472 | 177 | 70| 2 5 88 1 79 : I | 25
14 Apr. - = | 392 | 126 | 53 7 3 75| 72 2 3 16
ar Apr. - - | 419 | 137 | 60 3 4 go | 70 i I 35
28 Apr. - - | g19 | 205 | 58| 10 6 109 | 73 5 2 28
sMay - - | 462 | 167 | 79 8 2 9o | 69 I 1 29
12 May - - | 441 | 158 | 63 4 1 78 | 61 o J 49
1gMay - - | 448 [ 53| 70| 6 3 g6 | 69 1 3 | 3
26 May - - | 422 | 142 | 75| =2 3 87 | 75 o I
2 June - - | 385 | 139 | 56 7 2 8o | 62 o o 39
g June - - | 408 | 142 | 66 1 5 84 | 61 o k| 41
16 Junc - - | 423 | 146 | 57 3 4 68| e o 2 38
23 June --- | 431 | 146 | 56 6 1 87 | 57 1 1 48
30 June - = | 457 [ 149 | 78| 7 T L 2.1 2 [ S5t
J




Ly
TABLE Il.—continued.
WEEELY BILLS Childbed Colic,
of Whole | Under | Above |Apoplexy,|  apd | Confump- Flux,
MorTALITY, [Number| two fixiy Palfy, | Mifesi- fim. Fever, | Gripes, Meafles.
—_— buried. | years. | years. | Suddenly) .., Loofenels,
1767 :

7 July - - 476 | 129 | 81 5 4 86 9§ 1 1
14 July - - | 358 | 128 | 37| 4 N R L 3 o
a1 July - - | 398 | 131 | 54 8 3 §1 71 I )
28 July - - | 399 | 120} 73 3 5 57 83 ! I
4 Aug. - -| 339|102 | 40| 7 3 64 53 4 1
11 Aug. - - | 407 | 136 | 59| 8 & g7l e 1 I
18 Aug.- - | 350 | 108 | 43 3 = 59 70 E -
a5 Aug. - - | 371 160 | §1¥ 2 o 52 68 3 o
t Sept. - - | 352 | 140 | 43 5 o 6o 40 3 1
8 Sepr.- - | 384 | 138 | 37 6 4 6o 67 4 o
15 Sept. - - | 338 | 144 | 36| 4 2 | 48 56 2 1
22 Sept. - - | 358 | 145 56 5 2 57 52 I o
29 Sept. - - | 388 | 165 | 42 3 1 62 70 4 1
60& - - | 444 | 184 | 43| 4 1 | 99 | 62 9 o
2yt - - | 429 | 177 | 57} 4 Bl 18 78 2 4
20O0& - -| 437 | 196 | s§7| 10 2 69 64 6 2
270& - -|396|134| 49| 3 4 | 61 73 o I
3 Nov, - - 564 | 229 | 69 2 4 g6 g1 I 5
30 Nov. - - | 450 | 176 55 4 1 72 78 o o)
17 Nov. - 446 | 157 | 52 6 2 77 83 1 o
24 Nov. - - | 487 | 173 54 2 2 8o 84 o) 2
1Dec, - -| 544 | 176 | 82 6 7 | 1m0 | 110 3 3
8 Dec. - - | 475 160 6'_;\' 13 5 93 g1 o I
18 Dec. - - | 613 | 2c6 | 8o 6 4 | x0T 113 I 2
22 Dec. - - | 495 | 157 | 62 4 3 76 97 o 2
29 Dec. - - | 441 | 195 | 63 " a 94 27 2 2

Snnmll Pex.

109

T4
61




¢ 3% )

TABLE 1l.—continued.

WeekLy BiLLs 4 Childbed Colic,
of | Whole | Under | Above |Apoplexy,l _ 4 Confump. | Fluz,
MORTARITY. |Number| two hxty Palfy, | Mifcar- tion, Fever. Gripes, MMeafles. [Small Posx.
e buried, | yearss | years. | Suddenly. riage. Loolenefs,
1795

6 Jan. - - | 244 | 66 [ 51 4 U P 20 o 5 17
13 Jan. - - | 532 | 129 [,139 | 13 6 | 158 49 o 9 14
20 Jan. - - | 637 :_p.‘. J45 | 11 5§ | 164 81 2 9 17
27 Jan.” - - 543 128 | 143 11 5 157 42 o 3 24
JFeb. - - | 867 | 153 | 239 | 13 5 | 273 66 o 4 18
10 Feb, - - | 735 | 133 | 203 11 6 231 T3 o 5 21
17 Feb, - - | 678 | 148 | 171 7 4 | 198 61 1 i 13
24 Feb. - - | 635 | 145 | 150 | 12 8 | 155 49 1 9 19
3 Mar, - - | 687 | 169 | 168 6 5 | =0z 63 o 7 9
10 Mar. - - | 568 | 155 | 131 6 3 142 54 i 4 5
17 Mar, - - | 540 | 158 | 102 i g [ 161 45 o 8 14
24 Mar, - - | 446 | 146 82 4 5 111 41 o g 9
31 Mar, - - | 483 | 164 | 89 3 4 128 34 o 4 8
7Apr. - -1 339 | 11| 65| 6 i g7 ' 38 ° 3 5
14 Apr. - - | 491 | 166 | 84 5 2 |22 43 1 % 6
21 Apr. - - | 426 | 146 | 354 7 41 | aaey 48 1 10 5
28 Apr. - - | 462 | 143 | 70 2 3 |2y 42 o 4 3
§ May - - | 427 | 150 | 81 7 3 |13 27 I 5 9
1aMay - - | 365 | 135 | 45| . 3 o |acg! 4° 37 o 4 5
1gMay - - | 441 | 139 | 64 5 4 | 120 40 o 13 18
26 May - - | 303 | 9§ | 43| 10 2 | 109 21 o o 3
2 June - - | 419 | 124 | 62 2 5 | 338 41 I 3 9
g June - = | 348 | 111 57 2 2 89 38 o 1 15
16 June - - | 341 | 87 |"63| g 3 w5 1has I 4 | 14
23 June - - | 281 | 83| 438 8 s R 26 o 4 9
JojJune - - | 342|105 | 43| 3 4 | 98 34 o 5 18




SR Tl

TABLE Il.—continued.

WHKL;‘ o Whole | Under | Above [Apoplexy, Cl-ild:mi Condi E::J.ic.

MORTALITY. [Number| two fixty Paliy, MZ?:;L_1 U:;._:IIEIP- Fever. ﬂ;.::'::s, Meafles. [Small Pox.

T buried. | Years. | Years. [Suddenly.| . Loofinels.
i ?. 9 5. rlﬂgl!'.

7July --la245 | 72| 41 5 1 68 3o o 5 13
14 July - -| 362 | 86| 63| 12 0 92 | *39 o 5 23
ot July --| 273 95| 42 8 2 95 28 o 6 16
28 July - -| 303 | 108 | 42 3 4 89 29 o.| 6 25
4Aug. ~-1a225| 791 30 4 1 66 22 -8 14
11 Aug. - - | 193 | 59| 24 I 3 51 24 o o 1§
18 Aug. - - [ 266 | g1 | 32 3 1 59 35 o 4 15
25 Aug., - - | 232 | 74| 34 3 o] 62 24 o i 11
1 Sept. - - | 266 | 104 | 36 4 I 50 25 o 9 23
8 Sept, - - | 398 | 172 | 57 4 3 81 J1 o 3 21
15 Sept. - - | 281 | 121 | 28 6 1 58 32 I 14 1t
22 Sept. - - | 247 | 113 | 24 2 2 42 16 I 6 23
29 Sept, - - | 311 | 142 | 37 4 I 79 27 I 3 27
60&. - -] 410 184 | 58 7 5 90 26 I 16 28
130&. - -] 321 | 129 | 42 4 [y 6o 38 I 12 23
200&. - -| 360 | 151 | 39 4 1 79 43 I 8 47
270&. --]|340| 120 | 34 4 2 73 37 1 12 41
3Nov. - -| 320 | 1290 | 34 3 0 82 28 1 14 27
10 INov, - = | 311 132 | &1 4 1 68 33 1 7 52
17 Nov, - - | 595 | 186 | 76 | § 1115 'V 47 o' 1 15 |6y
24 Nov. - - | 276 | 92| 33 4 2 73 24 o] 8 29
1 Dec. - - | 691 | 193 | 103 5 3 | 204 56 © 7 62
8 Dec. - - | 497 | 135 82 3 1 P12 49 o) 3 7§
i5Dec. - - 1233 67| 39| 2 i lie6x |27 ael" 11 28
22 Dec, - - | 340 | 131 | 46 6 4 82 28 1 1§ 68
29 Dec. - - | 2531 70| 26 3 3 55 27 o 11 47




( 20 )

TABLE' Il.—continued,

= L“I;:' = ' Wheals | Under | Above Apoplexy, Cljihﬂl it g"l’_“*:!
L e 2 .iﬁ::; Sul:;::h Mifear- | tion. Y| Feves. _‘ Gripes, | Meafles. [SmallPox.
179 f. | ! rHIge, iLnrHenr:fs..
§dan. - = | gRog 100 | ge | 4y R o 3 | 42
12 Jan. - - | 273} 871 37 5 I - 1 9 | 32
1g Jan. - - | 313 | 113 2.9 4 2 77 29 o) o 5
26 Jan. - - | 257 | 96 20 I 9 47 = c 1 Ad
2 Feb. - - | 328 | 110 | 32 6 1 86 23 o 10 36
gFeb. - -|363| 122 | 44| 7 6 83 11,33 o 4 | 62
36 Feb, - - | 329 | 12 41 Pae) ST 89 21 o 5 43
23 Feb. - -| 372 | 119 | 65 6 3 9o 31 © 7 7
1 Mar. - - | 339 | 125 | 48 4 2 86 20 o 3 39
8 Mar. - - | 323 112 | 4% 6 2 91 17 o 6 47
1 Mar, - - | 334 | 129 | 48 7 4 92 2 o 10 47
22 Mar, - - | 363 | 130 | 48 6 2 92 30 o 4 13
2g Mar. - - | 293 | 97| 38 8 o 76 19 o 3 13
§Apr. - -1 415} 147 | 57| 4 3 | w6 | 28 G T
12 Apr. - - | 420} 134 | 64 = 6 g2 2 o 3 45
1g Apr. - - | 366 | 146 | 42 3 3 84 22 o 4 44
26 Apr. - - | 400 | 136 | 63 6 3 g6 22 I 5 52
3May - - | 312 | 105 | 49 3 6 72 19 o 9 49
30 May - - | 334 | 128 | 38 1 3 67 27 o 4 6o
17 May - -} 328} 95| 55| 10 g |2t je=e °© 3 58
24 May - - | 375 | 141 | 39 5 @ 69 35 o 6 GO
31 May - - | 382 112 | 46| 3 6 | o | 38 o A
7 June - - | 378 I 140 | 43 & 4 B 34 | 0 83
14 June - - | 320 | 122 | 28 2 1 70 20 o = g6
21 June - -} 333 | 112 | 39 5 4 6o 31 o 4 88
28 Jupe - - | 718 | 115 42 | 5 4 61 20 o 11 73
l |

—



(
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TABLE 1L—coutinued.

WEeEEELY BiLLs
of Whole | Under | Above
MoRTALITY. |Mymber| two fixty
buried. | Years. | Years.

1796.

5 July - 328 | 10§ 32
12 July - - | 402 | 129 | 4©
19 July - -] 384 [ 122 | 46
26 July - 342 | 116 | 40
2 Aug. - - | 324.| 316 | 30
9 Aug. - - | 346 | 141 | 36
16 Aug. - 306 | 119 | 25
23 Aug,. - 28¢ [ 111 | JI
30 Aug. - - | 373 | 14° | 35
6 Sept. - 368. | 147 | 34
13 Sept. - - | 447 | 185 | 48
20 Sept. - 316 | 128 | 26
27 Sept. - - | 433 | 184 | 47
4 08&. - 366 | 144 | 39
11 O, - 411 | 160 | 45
180& --|303]139]| 35
25 O&. - 332 | 120 | 43
1 Nov. - 424 | 136 | 68
8 Nov. - 416 | 149 45
LIS Nov. 444 | 145 b1
22 Nov. - 2gs | 106 [ 33
29 Nov. - 383 | 140 | 63
6 Dec. - 293 | 80| 45
13 Dec. - - [1223%] 342 | 226
20 Dec, 2ied 93 38
27 Dec. 206 | 64| 3%

Conval-
fions.

B:c:; ﬂ;;:]::;xjr, Cu'.‘-arlll“[!' =
59 6 6o 16
98 7 81 50
71 T k. 8g i 32
77 7 61 35
4o 2 8o 17
62 9 b1 19
69 5 62 19
5t 4 47 15
78 3 75 34
80 7 65 29
85 6 gI 36
55 5 54 | 28
74 2 60 48
53 6 62 19
86 S Sy
57 7 | 67 | a6
83 B 68 35
g6 8 gh 36
101 8 104 30
113 4 | 113 46
81 7 6g 24
91 9 do 38
89 4 70 27

332 | 16 | 3095 | 95
6g 4 66 22
51 3 bs 20

101
82
64
9o
48

275

449
46

Aflthma,

. e

-

—
(%]

-
A= BN B S e L O oo e s B AR OB h O

-
|

=]

Droply.

I2
| fo
Il
I2

22
12
13
1t

18
12
10

16
21
16
15
19
19

L]

WOOND AD

¢ The Parith of St. George, Middlefex, gave in the Number for the whole Year, amountirg to 532,
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TABLE IL.—continued.
“'rr:r:m;': Birrs 2od =hns 1
Mosrasiry, || Under | Above | oy Aptleti ol oot ||
buried. | Years. | Years. | vy, : Suddenly. i e i
1797

3Jan. = - | 544 | 161 | go | 148 T4 | 147 45 | 105 16 23
10 Jan. - - | 438 | 148 | 82 | 108 7 127 41 79 21 17
17 Jan. - - | 290| 87| 63| 71 U s R
24 Jan. - - | 435 | 133 | 85 | 127 49 135 43 75 17 14
gt Jan. - - | 421 | 134 | 82 | 71O 10 | 118 31 72 20 24
72 Feb, - - | 341 | g7 | 62| 85 9 92 27 | 7t 15 10
14 Feb. - = | 3c4'| 78| s3] 85 7 | 104 31 54 9 10
21 Feb. - - | 367 | 103 | 66| 99 7 | 116 26 77 18 15
28 Feb. - - | 393 | 108 81 | 104 5 102 33 77 21 21
7 Mar. - - | 49t | 117 | 111 | 144 10 | 139 45 86 31 18
14 Mar. - - | 412 | 109 | 104 | 103 8 116 30 78 27 20
o1 Mar.- - | 387 ]| 83| 104 | 113 R B 26 66 29 22
28 Mar.- - | 508 | 113 | 126 | 139 gi | Tea 39 99 30 30
4 Apr.- - | 371 | 103 | 82| g1 7-fang [°ag B 78 T 15 | 929
31 Kpr.- -1309] 8ol 53| 92 9 73 32 63 is 15
18 Apr. - - | 326 | 103 | 52| 79 3 97 33 8o 5 13
25 Apr. - - | 371 | 105 | 59| 121 3. | zo1 31 82 30 20
2o May - -| 362 | g2 | 78| 105 9 | 110 35 78 14 17
gMay- - {300} 85| 43| 91 3. | '9s {Fa1 o2 g 1%y
16 May - - | 328 | 92 | 54| 94 1 10§ 22 73 3 16
23 May - - | 309 | 78 1 46 | 102 7 92 22 54 2 30
oMay - - |2yt | 731 47| 77 6 73 24 67 3 15
6 June - - | 265 | 821 38| 72 6 78 28 61 3 9
13June - - | 2657 | 66 | 46 | 79 2 77 i3 63 6 11
20 June - - | 326 | 97 | 49| 96 gl e gk - SY 3 18
27 June - - | 256 | 6g | 40| 82 3 8g 22 64 1 16




TABLE Il.—continued.

(

23 )

WEERLY BiLLs

of Whole | Under
MorTaLiTY. |Mumber| two
o buried. | Years,
1797.

4 July - - 292 86
11 July - - 236 77
18 July - - | 274 | 76
25 July - - | 192 | 57
1 Aug.- - | 289 | 98
8 Aug.- - | 243 | 78
15 Aug, - - | 333 | '12
22 Aug. - - | 247 96
29 Aug. - - | 263 | 197
5 Sept. - - | 262 | 120
12 Sept, - - | 261 | 92
19 Sept. - - | 288 | 112
26 Sept. - - | 289 | 117
30&. - - | 264 | 94
Ok - - | 25 d B
170&. - - | 293 | 83
24 O&. - - | 206 | 81
31 O - - | 304 | 92
7 Nov.- - | 360 | 119
14 Nov. - - | 263 | 78
a1 Nov.- - | 383 | 107
28 Nov.- - | 337 | 118
§ Dec, - - | 422 | 115
12 Dec. - - | 625 | 180
19 Dec. - - | 180 | 49
26 Dec. - - | 205 | 64

Above
fixty
Years.

107

Between
ﬂ::;‘;;:’ Aiﬂ:;];:h Cnn.ﬂ:mpn Fever. Conval- Afthma. | Dropfy.
Y!.:I.rﬁ.y Suddenly. tion. fions.
87 ‘4 go 24 6o 5 19
12 4 | 71 20 48 4 14
9% . 94 22 43 2 12
59 6 38 22 48 3 16
14 7 79 24 74 I 10
66 3 | & § a5 | 63 s 110
2 5 g3 35 83 9 14
65 3.1 63°F 2a § 75 Z 9
e 7 |47 ] 24 1 73 s | 13
54 6 44 21 95 " g
63 3 [Bg Y 9 57 6 1 18
79 3 54 36 63 5 a0
e 3 6o 24 65 6 11
101 6 81 38 73 5 13
52 2 56 17 53 1 13
iy 6 68 31 64 14 13
33 6 95 26 92 I 13
81 6 71 22 bg 9 22
123 4 103 A2 85 13 13
g 6 99 19 99 4 18
122 8 130 45 102 13 -
159 Il 204 50 159 14 13
550 | RSt 1o ] 48NS ag
63 = 50 18 41 6 12

e e e ———
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TABLE IL—continued.

(

24 )

WEERLY BiLLs

of Whole
MORTALITY: |Numher
155 g buried.
2 Jan. - = | 349
g Jan. - - | 2B0O
16 Jan, - - | 396
23 Jan, - = | 203
q0 Jan. - - | 305
6 Feb, - = | 314
13 Feb, - = | 404
20 Feb. - - | 391
27 Feb. - - | 495
6 Mar. - - | 403
13 Mar. - 320
20 Mar. - - | 32
27 Mar. - - | 380
3 E._pr. - = 360
10 Apr. - - | 252
17 Apr. - - | 4135
2.4 ﬁpl’; = =] 340
1 May - - | 372
8 May - - | 304
15 May = - | 349
22 May - - | 3¢8
29 May - - | 266
5 June - - | 329
12 June - - | 346
19 June - - | 321
26 June - - | 349

Between

Years. | Years. JEL;LEF Smhkm'.lj}u ik 415 fion." | AR, | Doy,
i1g | 41| 86 7 | 100 23 g1 8 18
78 | 38| 81 1o 77 25 69 13 15
114 | 83 | 103 8 93 39 99 14 16
83 54 82 14 84 28 60 12 15
104 | 45| 83 6 liag Ak a8 9 14
8r | 63| 86 10 g1 23 63 8 22
120 68 | 102 [1 109 40 83 13 22
100 | 78 | 127 6 116 44 6g 16 23
132 | 96 | 138 9 L33l 33 ] fegi | 37 fED
112 68 | 114 9 125 27 88 16 22
95 | 63| 75 7 .99 18 68 12 14
102 | 48 | 102 10 96 28 67 18 24
120 | 68 | 106 4 ) 119 29 g6 12 20
115 | 51 | TOX 6 112 T 87 11 15
76 | 39| 62 3 [i6g f 2 i 47 gL As
131 5L | 21E 5 122 £ 95 10 13
94 | 40 | 106 6 84 44 62 9 18
95 §8 1 113 10 g8 29 72 10 19
o | 238 92 3 go 19 78 ~ 14
99 | 44 | 109 6 |iog sl 33 9| 54 | 4s f o
8g | 38| or 10 58 25 £9 g 19
P2de 37 |ode 4 69 33 | 40 7 18
97 | 47| 99 5 81 29 | 58 7 12
104 47 | 104 2 96 39 68 g 11
87 | 45| 94 6 80 29 69 5 12
402k B UL 5 92 34 1% 5 10




TABLE Il.—continued.

(

25 )

WeekLy BiLLs

Between

Mo bru'rr b:vhclf: U:::r ?b&w twenty ﬁfyl{:xriﬂumhmp- Convul-
K:L ‘ h::l:b:!r Years. '1'::::3 AL Ef'r].- Sud:ri::?;;'- tion, e fions. o qu'r:'r.
179 8. Years.

3July - - | 308 | 96| 44| 82 2 71 29 58 5 10
1o July - - | 267 | 78] 45| 66 6 66 30 43 g 11
17 July - - [ 329 98| 47| 77 4 | 96 | 33 | 49 5 | 4
agiguly = - | 358 1A 35 1 93 4 | 86 | 30 ) 67 7 9
31 July - - | 396 | 149 | 48] or 11 65 37 8o 5 10
7Aug. - - | 329|118 | 401 77 7 83 35 86 2 12
14 Aug, - - | 302 | 114 | 47 | 62 S e L A 3 12
21 Aug. - - [ 387 | 151 | 46| 9o 4478 1 3% 13 g 18
28 Aug. - - [ 311 | 114 | 39 | 69 8 I'54 | 287} 63 o | 19
4Sept.- - | 358 | 144 | 331 72 g |''8e 3.3 % B 6 3
11 Sept.- = | 372 | 59| 39| 73 I 90 34 78 6 10
18 Sept. - ~ | 432 | 188 | 57 [ 75 3 88 29 | 108 10 13
25 Sept. - - | 341 | 122 [ 46 | 72 9 | 6o 42 62 2 15
g O - - | 416 142| g2} 101 2 86 1] 70 6 12
908 ~ ~ gt | tax | 37| 39 21 5«9 41 58 4 | 12
16 O&t. - - | 333|107 | 42| 85 = 70 | 42 55 5 L
23 O&, - - | 422 | 133 | 58| 104 B |98 ¥ 45 1 74 4 | 16
3o O - -|goo| 93| 45| 70 3 59 40 52 I 7
6 Nov.- - | 422 | 117 | 46 | 102 5 | 106 39 68 8 15
13 Nov.- - | 3531 312 | 31} 8¢ 4 86 42 53 7 16
20 Nov.- - | 334 | 105 | 46} g0 5 83 37 5o 9 10
27 Nov. - - | 403 116 62 95 3 89 56 54 II 7
4 Dec. - - | 556 | 160 89 | 128 5 116 59 100 g 19
2T Pec. - - | 4Br 147 | 67 | 717 10 98 49 75 20 17
18 Dew, - ="ligge"t 2YB'} 57 198 £ 1809 % 49 | 9953118 1 10
25 Dec. - - | 448 [ 120 | 86 | 110 3 127 53 go 7 12
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TABLE IL—continued.
W;En:;_ Brips w4 A e
MORTALITY: ;:F::;::r U::I: l'::::;re ;T;-::L FPﬂF;i}:F- Ccr::':’:n P Fover. EF“::;“L Afthma. | Dropfy.
buried. | Years. | Yeas. | v, ..~ [Suddenly. 4
1799

1 Jan. - 3641 107 | 72| 91 10 98 40 59 9 14
8 Jan. - 458 | 161 | 69 | 104 4 | 107 50 92 18 16
15 Jan. - 478 1 137 | 88 | 135 6 1 ¥13 32 9o 28 26
22 Jan. - 496 | 127 86 | 153 ;| 128 6o 82 38 25
2g. Jan. - 408 | 129 | 7j0 | 103 7 9o 41 88 21 7
5 Feb. - 395 | 103 86 | 105 10 93 32 75 26 13
12 Feb, - 479 | 147 | 86| 138 8 | 130 48 .| 113 20 20
19 Feb. - - | 494 | 135 | 85| 133 7 bass il 45010 o | 3% 1 8B
26 Feb. - 429 | 117 85 | 116 9 88 44 73 33 1L
5 Mar, - 385 | 110 | 71| 97 8 | 106 29 6g 26 15
12 Mar.- - | 339 | 84| 73| 86 9 g8 38 71 15 14
19 Mar. - 320 | 86| 56| o4 11 97 23 62 1l 21
26 Mar. - 291 | 8o | 47| 84 5 23 |' 29 63 1 13
2 Apr. - 433 | 102 | 94 | 120 9 148 32 84 21 23
9 Apr. - 434 { 125 | 83 (| 115 5 | 126 48 | 109 11 23
16 Apr, - 431 | 113 | 93| 103 11 118 30 88 24 21
23 Apr. - 267 | 76| 42 | 82 6 88 22 T4 12 9
30 Apr. - 395 | 119.| 63| 113 B | gug 42 95 13 24
7 May - gfo | 86| s3 1| -Bo 3 75 22 67 6 13
14 May - 244 | 531 39| 90 o 51 37 46 13 16
21 May - 472 | 132 | 116 | 117 14 | 145 25 | 107 15 245
28 May - 398 | 108 | 81 | 104 6 114 39 81 14 22
4 June - 301 88 | 59| 79 4 97 9 66 6 14
11 June - 284 | go so| 69 9 76 18 65 8 17
18 June - 236 | 61 §1 | 81 3 69 33 49 10 15
25 June - 321 1 g6 | 51 99 4 98 36 64 12 23
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TABLE II.-—raﬂrfﬂmd.
WHKL:} e Whole | Under | Abaove fi::f::l Apoplexy, Confamp- Convyul-
MorTALITY. Nu:rr:hr:: two bxty | .nd fifty Paliy, T Fever. Girke
buried. | Vears. | Years. SRR Suddenly.
1799 L

2 July ~-[262| 66| 57| 71 7 74 27 58
gJuly --|271| 69| 50| 86 5 83 35 46
16 July - - | 321 | 66| 63| g8 I 87 | 29 | 63
23July - - {263 | 85| 49| 71 6 64 19 6o
30July - - | 200 72| 31| 54 2 55 20 50
6 Aug, - - [ 300 | 90| 52| 85 9 | %7 § 45 | 69
13Aug. - - | 297 | 89| 43| 72 5 8o 24 77
20 Aug. - - | 248 | 74| 38| 64 10 67 25 51
27 Aug. - - | 184 621 27| 43 3 56 16 49
38ept. - - |ays | 79| 56| 72 6 69 29 63
10 Sept. -~ | 231 { 72| 27| 73 5 59 21 56
17 Sept. - - | 212 | 64| 34| 50 6 | 49 27 31
24 Sept. - - | 296 | 84| 43| 79 5 86 37 67
10&, - -|255| 90} 37| 65 - 62 34 55
8§ O&. - -| 394 | 124 | 46| 118 8 | 119 33 | 109
150& --]318| 88 | 35] 110 3 81 51 Go
22 O, - -|292 | 93| 47| 74 9 76 33 70
29 O&. - - | 310 | 104 | 45| 83 Foh fatiivey |96
5§ Nov.- - | 298 | 88| 53| 81 7 56 3 68
12Nov. - - | 337 | 98| 57| 95§ 6 1.5 deag )0 96
19 Nov. - - | 284 | 81 ] 47 { 89 9 80 23 53
26 Nov. - - | 409 | 133 62 | 103 12 112 14 72
3Dec. - - | 389|222 79| 86 | 1x | 88 | 34 | 84
10 Dec, ~ - | 786 | 207 | 140 | 23§ 84 1 HS 78 | 158
57 Dec. - -la272) 72| 471 &4 | 4 | 73] 24 | 40
agBee. -~ g8t 791 €5 of 10 | 79 | 40 58
3xDec. - -] 358|108 70| 39 6 | 100 w 79

Althma.
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BART L

OF THE

INCREASE AND DECREASE,

OF

DIFFERENT DISEASES.

T & flu@uation obfervable in certain difeafes may be confi-
dered under two diftinét points of view : the firft compre-
hending their variations in different years ; the fecond thofe

which take place in different parts of the fame year. Each
of them affords matter of curiofity, and ufeful information.

TrE two preceding Tables exhibit a method in which fuch
obfervations may fafely be conduéted. For, whatever errors
be fuppofed to have crept into the regifters from which they
are formed, vet when taken together, and confidered on an
extenfive fcale, they muft be admitted to conflitute a very
unexceptionable bafis for medical reafoning, And the feveral
objeéts being thus brought nearer to each other, and feen as
it were fide by fide, the judgment may be formed not only
much more eafily, but, it is apprehended, much more cer-
tainly alfo, than could be done in any other manner, Another

] great.
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great advantage refulting from fuch tables is, that they do of
themfelves often fuggeft conclufions, which correét, or perhaps
wholly contradict, the expectations raifed upon no better foun-
dation than vague conjefture, or popular opinion.

THE particular articles, of which thefe tables are compofed,
were {eleted as being thofe from which moft was expected
to be learned. It thould however be noticed, that the weekly
table is not perfettly uniform; for, inftead of being made
out from ten years in fucceflion, five were chofen at one
time, and five others after an interval of above thirty years :
to afford an opportunity of comparing the two periods with
each other. Befides, from July 1796, an alteration may be
obferved in the mode of keeping them. But this, which was
introduced to fatisfy fome views of the author, it is hoped will
rather prove an advantage, than any embarrafsment, to thofe
who may be inclined to examine it; and therefore has not

fince been changed.

1. Or the variation in the whole numbers chriftened and
buried.

THE annual mortality appears by the parith clerks returns
to have increafed from the beginning of the century to the
vear 1720 ; to have been at its greateft height from 1720 to
1750 ; and from that time gradually to have decreafed.

IN the mean time, the chriftenings increafed from 1700 to

1727 ; then decreafed to 1740; were at the loweft between
1740



(&)
1740 and 1760; and from that time have gradually in-
crealed. '

TuAT both the chriftenings and burials fhould have be-
come more frequent during the firft thirty years, can be no
matter of furprife, when we confider the increafe both in
number, and fize, of the out-parithes. For it will be found
upon examination, that the increafe has been confined to

them alone.

O~ the other hand, the fubfequent decreafe of burials
has taken place only in the city parithes ; and is, no doubt,
owing to people living wider, and taking up more room than
formerly. They no longer fubmit to the inconvenience of
being crowded feveral together under a fingle roof. But
many merchants with their families, and many merchants”
clerks alfo, who ufed all to live in the {fame houfe, now retire,,
efpecially when they are fick, to others fituated without the
lLimits of the bills of mortality, or at leaft without the city.

Ix the firft five years of the century, the average numbers

dying anfiually in each of the four divifions into which the
parithes are diftributed, were as follows :

Within the Walls. wimaut the Walls. Out Parifhes. Weltminfter.

2,192 = =~ =~ =6,873 - - - - 6,223 - = ~'= 3,285
between the years 1740 and 1745 they were

2,328 -~ - = - 6,075 - - - - 11,784 - - - - 6,164
and from 1790 to 1795 they were

1,374 = = == 4,108 = « = - 9,600 = - - = 5110

AND
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Axn though London has been very much extended, and
the number of its inhabitants proportionally enlarged within
the laft thirty years ; yet this having taken place principally
in the parith of Mary-le-bone, which is not included in the
bills of mortality, it therefore makes no addition to the yearly

Aaccounts.

It is not eafy to account for the diminution of chriftenings
between the years 1740 and 1760. But it may be obferved,
that the number of females buried in the fame twenty years
not being fenfibly leflened, the defeét, however that fthould
happen, feems to have arifen from the fmaller proportion

among them who bore children.

WHATEVER be the caufe of this, the chriftenings appear in
fact to have been feweft at a time when the burials were
nearly at the higheft. Hence the difference of the numbers
chriftened and buried i1s greater between the years 1740 and
1750, than at any preceding or fubfequent period. This
difference diminifhed afterwards; but {till continued very
confiderable till about 1770. Now, it was from an average
of ten years taken in this interval, namely from 1759 to
1768, that Dr. Price conftructed his [a/) tables of the pro-

babilities of life, and from which he deduced the population
of London. The excefs of the burials above the chriftenings

amounted at that time to nearly one-third (4) of the whole
number

fa) Tab, XIII. and XV. of his Obfervations on Reverfionary Payments,
sth edit. (&) Vol I p. 340,
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number of burials. At prefent, it is lefs than one-twentieth :
nay, in the. years 1790, 1797, and 1799, the excefs was
actually on the fide of the chriftenings. Such a prodigious
change ought, one wéuld think, confiderably to alter Dr.
Price’s conclufions. Some allowances are however to be
made ¢/ ; particularly in confequence of an act of parlia-
ment pafled in 1767, by which it is required that all parifh
infants fhall be fent into the country in three weeks -after
their birth, to be nurfed there till they are fix years old.
How many burials of children are taken out of the bills in
confequence of this aét, it is not eafy to eftimate ; but that it
muft be a large number, is rendered probable by the remark-
able decreafe of thofe reported to die under two years of age.
Between the years 1728, when the ages were firft fet down,
and 1738, their number amounted one year with another to
above 10,0003 in the next decad to above 9,000 ; in the
decad following to 7,800 ; and between 1790 and 1800, to
little more than 6,000 annually. It is to be hoped, however,
that as this decreafe began to take place before the date
of the act in queftion, fo its continuance fince may in part
be with juftice attributed to the greater falubrity of the
town (¢* /.

| 2. THERE
(¢) See of Dr. P.’s Work, Vol. I. p. 251. note.
© (¢*) It appears from the books of the Foundling Hofpital, that the mortality
among the children under the age of twelve months, who are all put out to nurfe
in the country, has within the laft thirty years, diminithed in the proportion of
twelve to feven, The average of the laft ten years being only one in fix.
Account of Foundling Hofpital in London, 1794,

F
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2. Tuenre is fcarcely any fat to be colleéted from the bills |
of mortality more worthy the attention of phyficians, than
the gradual decline of the dyfentery. In the feventeenth
century, the number of deaths under; the titles of bloody-flux
and griping in the guts, appear never to have been lefs than
one thoufand, and {ome years to have exceeded four thou-
fand ; and for five and twenty years together, from 1667 to
1692, they every year amounted to above two thoufand.
But from the beginning of the eighteenth century things were
materially changed. After the year 1733, the article of griping
in the guts was joined to that of colic : taking then the three
difeafes of &loody-flux, colic, and gripes, we may obferve their
decreafe to have been nearly as follows :

From igoo to 1710 the average is about 1,070 annually..
1YL t0 IFAQos =l el L e s
2720t KF30 = ‘e 4w e = 700

1730 t0 1740 = = = = = = 350
1740 t0:1750 = = = = = e 150

I750to 1760 = =~ - - - - 11O
1760 t0 1770 = = = - "= Bo
1770 t0.1780 = = - - - - 7

1780 to 1790 = = = - - - 4o
1790 to 1800 = - = - - = 20

Even in the years 1762 and 1780, when modern phyficians
have defcribed’ the dyfentery as epidemical in London, the
amount of the fame three articles was in the firft year only
209, and in the laft g3,

TaE
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Tue caufe of fo great an alteration in the health of the
people of England (for it is not confined to the metropolis) I
have no hefitation in attributing to the improvements which
have gradually.takcn place, not only in London, but in all
great towns, and in the manner of living throughout the
kingdom ; particulaily with refpeét to cleanlinefs and venti-
lation. For the reafons upon which this opinion is founded,
I muft refer the reader to what will be faid hereafter (4) con-

cerning the plague.

3. The inoculation of the fmall pox having been firft ufed
in England fince the beginning of the eighteenth century,
and having been now for many years generally adopted by
all the middle and higher orders of fociety; it becomes an
interefting enquiry to obferve, from a review of the laft hun-
dred years, what have been the effets of fo great an inno=
vation, upon the mortality occafioned by that difeafe. But,
however beneficial inoculation prove to individuals, or indeed
to the nation at large, the bills of mortality inconteftibly
fhew, that in London more perfons have died of the {fmall
pox fince the introduction of that praétice.

THE poor, who have little care of preferving their lives
be¥ond the getting their daily bread, make a very large part
of mankind, Their prejudices are ftrong, and not eafily
overcome by reafon. Hence, while the inoculation of the
wealthy keeps up a perpetual fource of infetion, many others,

whe

| 5
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who either cannot afford, or do not -:.:hufe, to adopt the fame
method, are continually expofed to the diftemper. And the
danger is {till increafed by the inconfiderate manner in which
it has lately been the cuftom to fend into the open air perfons
in every ftage of the difeafe, without any regard to the fafety
of their neighbours. It is by thefe means, that'while inocu-
lation. may juftly be efteemed one of the greateft 'impr?ve—
ments ever introduced into the medical art, it occafions
many to fall a facrifice to what has obtained the diftinétion
of the natura/ difeafe. This muft always be an objetion
againft making any great city the place for inoculation,
until the prattice is become univerfal among all ranks of

pe c}l}lﬂ.

Ovur of every thoufand deaths in the bills of mortality, the
number attributed to the {mall pox during the firft thirty
years of the eighteenth century, before inoculation could yet
have had any effe® upon them, amounted to 74. During an
equal number of years at the end of the century, they
amounted to 95. So that, as far as we are enabled to judge
from hence, they would appear to have increafed in a propor-
tion of above five to four.

I canNoT refufe myfelf the fatisfaltion of f’tating' on the
other hand, from the printed accounts of the Small Pox Hof-
pital, where fromr their numbers the truth can beft be afcer-
tained, that while by the natural {mall pox there die one in
hx, from the inoculated {mall pox three hundred and ninety-

nine out of four hundred recover.
4. THE
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"4 THE yearly fum of the-deaths ranged under the heads
of apﬁplex}r, palfy, and fuddenly, fluctuates without any certain
increafe or decreafe till the beginning of the eighteenth cen~
tury. From that time, the proportion they bear to the whole
number of deaths may be obferved to have been gradually,

and conftantly, increafing. It is now above double what it
was an hundred years ago. To what caufe then ought this
to be attributed ¢ Is it owing to. any alteration in our man-
ners ¥ or i our diet ! and what is that alteration ? Some per-
fons have accufed fpirituous liquors ; fome the ufe of tea; and
other things. But I confefs myfelf by no means fatisfied
either with the conje€tures of others, or with any I have my-
felf been able to form upon this fubjet. The faét however
refts upon too ftrong evidence to be queftioned.

- 5. Tug deaths imputed testhe meafles are very remarkably:
different in different years; f{ometimes amounting to. one
thirtieth of the whole number of deaths, and at other times.
falling thort of one in four thoufand. Yet it is poifible that
this difeale may not in reality be fo very irregularly epide~
mical, or fatal.. The fcarlet fever, and malignant fore throat,
often occafion fuch appearances upon the fkin, as may eafily
be miftaken for the meafles by better judges than the mo-
thers and nurfes, who thinking themfclves able to diftinguith
this diftemper, and equal to the management of it, often call
in no. other affiftance.. This miftake is well known to have
been fometimes committed within thefe few years, during

which the fcarlet fever, and malignant fore throat, have been
{o:
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{o generally underitood. It may perhaps have happened in
every vear, in which an extraordinary number of deaths are
charged to the meafles. If fo, thofe two formidable diftem-
pers (if indeed they are two diftinét diftempers, and not one
and the fame) being difguifed under the name of meafles,
may have been older, and more general, than is ufually
imagined (¢, ' '

6. Tue table does not reprefent the mortality among
lying-in women to be diminithed in a degree equal to the
truth. But it muft be remembered, that the proportion dying
on this account ought to be referred to the number of births,
and not to the burials, as was there done for the fake of
uniformity. Eftimated in this way, the numbers would be
materially altered. As for inftance, out of every thoufand
deliveries during the firft ten years, fifteen women would then
appear to have died inftead of eleven ; and fo of the reft.

Tre following Table is inferted from the printed account
of the Britith Lying-in Hofpital in Brownlow-ftreet, which
gives a much more favourable ftatement of this matter :

(¢) No lefs an author than Morton appears to have confounded together the
mealles and the fcarlet fever. He fays, ‘i his §th chap. De Febre Scarlatina,
¢ Hunc morbum prorfus eundem efle cum morbillis cenfeo, ¢t folo effiorefcentia
“ modo ab illis diftare.”
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ACCOUNT of the WoMEN DELIVERED, and CHILDREN

BORN, in the BriTisu Lvinc-1N HosriTaL, as alfo the

Twins, StiLL-BirTHs, and DEATHS, from the Time of
its Inftitution, in November 1749, to the Firft of January

18or ineclufive.



i

No. of 2 sirls | Total No.|Women |Children| _ . o PROPORTION of DEATHS,
A.D w:.n?en i,i'n. ga:n, nrchu? had | Still- CII;‘EL‘: ‘1':‘::‘;“
Delivered. dren Born{ Twins. | born, F " |OF the Women.|OF the Children.

1749 3 3 3

1750 | 173 93 84 | 177 - 5 5 3 )

1751 337 181 160 341 "4 15 9| 12 8
w753l a33l . 236 ] sort agrl all aallFagbvae %

4763 284 141 146 287 a 10| 21 10

1784 | 321 175 151 | 326 5 g| 66 12 ? Iin42 | 1in 14,
5755 | 3700, Y90 | 138§ | 37§ 5 81 34 9

1746 370 138 184 372 L 3 10 3

1767 478 262 219 481 3 12 22 7

1748 | s20 | 277 ] 254 | 31 7 T S 8 1)

1759 | 472 | 253 226 | 479, 7.|.12| 18| 6]

§760 | 427 | 228 | =206 | - 434 7 11 53 26

1762 | 396 w97 | 198 | 395( 5| 20| 30 12

176 |- 297 199 | 199 9% x| B NTgEie

3763 | 4v4 | 209 | 212 | 421 7k Gt i ] . - (B 1 G g0 | 1in 20
1764'(' 3661 Tor | 178 3691 3| 15) 17 |. ¥ '
1765 | <6o | 311 258 | 569 9 12 | 20 9

1766 | 588 | 293 | 304 | 597 B li-85 1, ¥} ae

#7071 4§71 | Joq | @yad. S5l gl g | TedEEly

1768 £§88 | joI 288 | 589 1 5 2 1
LS e __._-—.-.—.__..i._ s

1769 61 ] 292 | 280 572 Il 14 13 s @i i

1770 | 472 | 225 | 249 | 474 - 9| 28

1771 541 266 282 548 7 17 14 4

1772 596 320 286 6ob 10 25 17 4

7z |- fagl 3k 2eBt 634 7| 19| 14 % L 1in g3 | 1in 42.
1774 | 553 | 292 | 266 | 558 5| 36| 3| 18

1775 570 29§ 280 £74 5 294 13 ar |

X776 1 k43 F 276 9184 351 87 26 9 3

1777 6oz | 312 293 6og 3 24 24 6

1778 £72 281 298 579 7 19 18 11 |
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e o e e e e e e

-

No. of Roys Girls Total No.| Women |[Children vy oo iromen PROPORTION of DEATHS.
omen ; fChild-| had | Sill- | y: .

s S:]ri::md_ S Bt d{:‘:n ]Hm'n. T:jns_ bi:m. g Bt Of the Women.|Of the Children.
1779.1 §63 | 310 | 287 | 567 +¥ .11 8 3

1780 | 566 | 310 | 259 | ‘569 o W 4 8 11

78R R RRE-I 270 onnlt gdnllC 0 1" 26}, 9] 4

1782 | 549 | 298 | 260 | 538 9| IS5 14| 13 .
1783 | 587 | 308 | 288 | 596 g1 33] ‘%7 5 ) 1in 60 | 1 in 44.
1784 | 5501 283 | a7e | 54§ §'| a4t 104" 14

1785 | 435 | 231 212 | 443 8| 24| 16 6

1786 | 5971 333 276 | 609 | 12| 35\ 19 9

1787 | 5641 290] 283 573 g| 36| 18 9

1788 | 578 | 296 | 287 | 483 £ 25 grany 301

1789 | 599 | 296 | 308 | 6o4 5 a2 &

1790 | 622 | 317 | 313| 630 3| 34 g 7

1791 B2} 326 | j03 ] Ga8 21 39 9 I

1792 | @10 312 | 306§ 613 8| 29 4 1
Lo T S R B R Ll S, 12 Y1) 1in 288 1 ik 77.
1794 | 583 | 286 | 305 | 591 8 | a6 6 2 r

I795 | 612 | 310} gio0 | 6o 32t ay] . g

1796 | 627 | 326 305 | 631 4| 24 4 1

1797 | 619| 332 | 293| 625| 6| 25( 9| 3

1793 | 566 1 285 292 | 3§77 11 31 ) 2 {J

1799 | 521 | 282 | 248 | 530 g 21 7 1 Lty :

1800 | 417 | 211 | 210 | 421 41 18 I o } 3 [ilig3t) = in LS,
Toral -|26202 |15642 [12871 [26513 | 311 |1073 ?95! 391

—.“——r——-—m.

Proportion of Boys to Girls born in the Hofpital is about 19 to 18.

Children Still-born in ditto, about

Women having had Twins, about «

I o 24.
1 1o 34.



. SoME mifcellaneous obfervations on the yearly bills of
mortality.,

Tue following ftatement was deduced in a coar{fe manner,
from an average of about ten years, for the purpofe of com-
paring generally the mortality occafioned by certain difeafes,
at the beginning, middle, and end of the eighteenth century ;

care being taken in each period to {feleét fuch years, in

o

which the whole number of deaths was nearly the fame,

viz. about 21,000.

Beginning. Middle. End.
Abortive and Still-born - 600 570 750
Colic, Flux, Gripes, &c. - 1,100 35 20
Confumption - - -] 3,000 4,000 5,000
Dropfy = =- - = - 850 goo Qoo
Bvil = = & «  a s 70 1§ 8
Fever = - - - -] 3,000 3,000 2,000
Gout - - - = - 26 40 66
Lunatic- & =« = - 27 75 70
Palfy, Apoplexy, &c. - 157 280 360
Rickets - - - - - 380 11 I
Small Pox . - - - - | 1,600 2,000 2,000

To thefe might be added the article of convulfions. But it

will appear upon enquiry, that the change has in this in-
ftance taken place in the name only, and not in the real

)

number



(" 3 )

wumber of deaths, There can be little doubt, but the fame
difeafes of children, which ufed formetly to be called chry-
foms and infants, are now accumulated under the general
head of convulfions. For we may obferve the decreafe of the
two former articles to have taken place in a proportion very
exactly correfponding with the increafe of the latter.

TuE apparent increafe of the abortives and ftill-born will
likewife in great meafure vanifh, if we refer them, as we
ought, not to the burials, but to the births; the number of
chriftenings, at the three periods above mentioned, bearing
very nearly the fame proportion to each other, that obtains in
thefe articles. Neverthelefs it muft be obferved, that the re-
gifter of the Brownlow-fireet Hofpital alfo exhibits a very
fenfible increafe in the number of children ftill-born.

It is not cafy to give a fatisfattory reafon for all the
changes which may be obferved to take place in the hiftory
of difeafes. Nor is it any difgrace to phyficians, if their
caufes are often fo gradual in their operation, or {o fubtle, as
to elude inveftigation. Of this kind are the origin and de-
cline of the rickets. It 1s pleafing however to look back
upon the progrefs of this difeafe, and trace it from year to
year, as it has been growing continually lefs and lefs fatal,

Tue fame obfervations are applicable to the evil alfo, unlefs
we fuppofe its apparent decreafe ought rather to be attributed
to a greater backwardnefs in acknowledging a complaint now
univerfally believed to be hereditary,

G 2 OF
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Or fevers I fhall have occafion to fpeak more particularly
afterwards *.

Tue view which prefents itfelf of confumptions, geut,
lunacy, and pally, muft be confefled to be by no means
favourable. The firft of thefe probably includes many other
chronical diftempers, befides the pulmonary confumption.
All of them feem to be almoft, if not altogether, unknown
among barbarous nations, and may perhaps be the natural
confequences of arts and civilization. As thefe again fhoot
up into luxury and intemperance, their effects may well be
expefted to become proportionally more confpicuous. Dr.
Ruth of Philadelphia has reported concerning the uncul-
tivated nations of North America, that fevers, inflamma-
tions, and dyfenteries make up the fum of their complaints ;
and in particular, * that after much enquiry he had not been
« able to find a fingle inftance of madnefs, melancholy,
« or fatuity, among them (g).”” In a f{ubfequent part of
his work, the fame author, ipeaking of the pulmonary con-
fumption, declares it to be * unknown among the Indians
« of North America /%), Likewife Mr. Park, in his Ac-
count of the Interior Parts of Africa, fays, that notwith-
ftanding longevity is uncommon among the Negroes, their
difeafes appeared to be but few in number : fevers and. fluxes

are the moft common, and the moft fatal.
THE

E
(g) Medical Enquiries and Obfervations, by B. Rufh, Vel. L. p. 25,
(b) Vol. L. p. 159.
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TrE difcerning Sydenham had long before obferved, that
¢« acute difeafes come from God, but chronical difeafes ori-
“ ginate with ourfelves (7).” Indeed we cannot doubt, that
idlenefs and intemperance, with their long train of vices ; that
covetoufnefs and anxiety, the neceflary attendants upon com-
merce ; and manufaétories, which fupply the materials for it ;
muft all in their feveral ways be injurious to health. And it
1s not improbable, that they may very largely have contri-
buted to fwell out the number of deaths under each of the

difeafes in queftion.

- It does not appear by the bills of mortality, that the num-
ber of deaths from dropfy was increafed by the aét paffed in
1690, for the encouragement of the diftillation of malt {pi-
rits. Between the years 1718 and 1751, the average number
1s one-tenth greater than at any period before or fince. In
1751 the diftillation of {pirits was reftrained by aét of par-
hament, and the ufe of them checked by additional duties,
Petitions were the year after fent up to parliament from va-
rious parts of the kingdom, fetting forth the good effeéts of
thefe regulations upon the morals and health of the pe#ble,
and praying for a continuance of them. And the bills of
mortality {feem to confirm this, by the article of dropfy falling
from above one thoufand annually to nine hundred, and fhll
more by the reduction of exceffive-drinking from forty to
five. '

Or

-

(i) Morbi acuti Deum habent autorem, chronici ipfos nos.
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Or the WEEkLY TABLE of MORTALITY.

It is not my defign to enter into a detail of all the parti
culars deducible from this table. The following general
refults however are fubmitted to the public, as a {pecimen of
the ufes to which it may be applied.

1. THE whole number of deaths is greateft in January,
February, and March ; and leaft in June, July, and Auguft.

I peLIEVE this is contrary to the received opinion, which
may perhaps have been handed down from thofe ages, when

the authority of Hippocrates, and Galen, fuperfeded the evi-
dence of the cleareft fatts (£).

Ovur table correfponds with the following one from Dr.
Short’s obfervations, containing the aggregate of the monthly
mortality in London for fifteen }rears,‘fmm 1728 to 1743;
which T infert rather than the eleventh table of the fame
work, becaufec it affords the additional information of the
ages at which the feveral deaths took place, fhewing the dif-
ferent flutuation at different periods of life.

(%) Cellus, who probably copied it from Hippocrates, fays, © Igitur faluber-
% rimum ver eft ; proxime deinde ab hoc, hiems ; periculofior z{tas ; autumnus
% longe periculofiffimus,” Lib, 1I. Cap. 1.
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Ir we make allowance for the fhortnefs of the month of
February, that will appear in faét to be the moft fatal of the
twelve /7).

[T may be fufpeéted perhaps at firflt fight, that much of this
ought to be attributed to the greater number of people refident
in London during the winter, than in the {fummer months.
But what then fhall we fay to the following account colletted
by Dr. Short from the regifters of five and twenty different
country towns in England, including the burials of a great
many years! For the refult there alfo is very mearly the
{fame, making allowance for thofe irregularities, to which
{mall communities muft of neceffity be liable :

January - - - 16,932 July - - - - 13,034
February - - 16,126 Auguft - - - 12,795
March - - - 17,641 September - - 12,999
April. - - - 17,670 October - - 13,629
May - - - 16,618 November - - 14,074
June - - - 13,680 December - - 15,658

THE monthly mortality at York agrees ftill more perfectly

with what has been obferved of l.ondon. The annexed
: ‘T'able,

¢1) The bills being fent in every week makes the monthly mortality neceffarily
liable to fome uncertainty. For, the fame month which one year contains five
weeks, may in the next contain only four. Thefe inaccuracies, which might be
confiderable in a comparifon of enly two or three years, will diminifh in propor-
tion to the number of years which are eftimated together.



( 49 )
Table, publithed by Dr. White, thews the number of burials

m that city during feven years :

Jan. - 320 Apr. - 277 July - 220 Of. - 237
Feb. - 282 May - 265 Aug. - 237 Nov. - 230
Mar. - 316 June - 274 Sept. - 225 Dec. - 292

The truth of thefe obfervations is moreover confirmed by
the regifters kept at Edinburgh, and in Paris, and throughout
the kingdom of Sweden (m).

ON the other hand, at Marfeilles, and at Montpellier, the
monthly mortality is ftated to vary as follows () :

Marfeilles. Montpellier.
Janvary - - '« 1,801 - - - 833
February - = =~ 1,597 = = - 774
March - - <« 1,704 - - - 696
April - - - 1,681 - - - 694
May - - - - 15,504 - - = 673
Juiie 1) diiie Dol X408 NS a0l (b
July -« - - -« 1881 = - - 1,038
Auguft - - - 1849 - - - 1,114
i September=it= 13,724, & L arVe ¥ 1700
O&tober - = - 1,668 - - - 1,093
November - - 1,765 - = - 1,040

December - - 1,659 - - - 950
Is

(m) Price on Reverfionary Payments, Vol. IL p, 271. sth edit. where obferve

that the words fermer and Jatter are tranfpofed. ~
(n) Mem. de la Soc. Roy, de Medicine, ann, 1777 & 1781.

H
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Is the difference between this table and the former, occafioned
by the different temperature of the places, from whence the
accounts are drawn? In very cold climates, it is obvious that
the coldeft part of the year is the feafon moft to be appre-
hended. For increafe the cold but a little, and it becomes
quite inconfiftent with human life. But all the accounts we
have of places fuffering from exceffive heat, agree in deferib-
ing the autumn as the time of their greateft mortality. Now,
it is reafonable to fuppofe with regard to temperature, as in
moft other things, that fome degree of heat intermediate be-
tween thefe extremes muft be moft congenial to the human
frame ; and that as any climate approaches nearer to the one,
or the other limit, it will naturally partake more of their
refpetive inconveniences. This muft not be {o underftood,
as if it were meant to preclude the operation of other caufes.
Many circumfitances peculiar to particular fituations, will no
doubt often have a much fuperior influence in determining
their falubrity, or unwholefomenefs. Still, where thefe are
equal, there is fome ground to believe that the effetts before
mentioned do in fact take place.

2. UNDER two years of age, there die moft either in January
February and March, or elfe in September and October.

It thould be noticed that baptifms, and I prefume births,
are ufually more numerous in the beginning of the year,
than in the fubfequent parts of it; as appears from the
concurrent teftimony of the London Bills /#*), and of thofe

kept
(n*) Shert’s Obf. p. 176,
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kept in various parts of the country [0/, and from the regifters
of the wholé kingdom of Sweden ().

ThHrs, if we reflect on the great mortality among children
in the firft two or three months from their birth, will in fome
meafure account for the excefs of their burials in the early
part of the year. But when the number again increafes in
September and O¢tober, I apprehend that may truly be
Jooked upon as the feafon more efpecially prejudicial to
young children, It is at this time that bowel complaints are

moft prevalent in perfons of all ages (p*/; and when it is
confidered how large a part they conftitute of the difeafes of

infants, it {feems by no means improbable that the general
caufe thould be capable of producing this particular effeét.

3. Or thofe aged above fixty years, by much the greateft
number die in the coldeft months, and the feweft in the
middle of fummer. |

TueRE can be little doubt but this ought to be attributed
to the degree of cold. For univerfally old people, above
all others, are moft fenfibly affeéted by it.

How much they differ from children in this refpe&, cannot
be thewn more evidently than by a comparifon of their re-

{pettive
(¢) Short’s Obf. p. 142.  [p) Price on Rever. Payments, Vol. IL p, 27.1'.
(p*) See pr 54
H 2



{pective numbers during the correfponding months of January .
For of thefe two fucceflive winters, the

1795 and 1796,

( 52

)

month of January has in one inftance been the coldeft, and in
the other the warmeft, of which any regular account has ever
been kept in this country. The following Table exhibits at
one view the mean height of Fahrenheit’s thermometer in
London for each week of the two years, together with the
whole number of deaths, the deaths of perfons above fixty
years old, and the deaths of children under two years :.

— -

From hence it appears, Firft, that old perfons are affected by
the cold much fooner than. children; for in the very firft:
week of 1795, the proportion they bear to the whole number

of

1795 179 6.
r ol s - == k!
Weck Whole Ne ;Ei .U":" Week Whole No ‘"‘hg“ o,
ending R Seaks of Deaths.| ¢ Vears. ending i {of Deaths. aﬁ':: Y:ars.
1
Morn. Noon. Morn., Noon.

6 Jan.| 25°—29° 244 | 51| 66 5 Jan.| 40°—46° | 3c0 | 35]|100
13 Jan.| 26°—32° §32 | 139|129 | (12 Jan.| 41°=—49° 2731 37| %7
20 ]an.* 24°=—30° 637 | 145|141 19 Jan.| 48°—53° 313 ] 29| 113
27 Jan.| 19°~—=27° 543 [143] 128 | |26 Jan, 47°—352° 257 | 20| 96
3 Febl} 25°—37° 867 (239|153 2 Feb.| 41°—49° 328 | 32]110
Total | 23°—29°4]| 2,823 |717 | 617 Total |43°.5—50%1| 1,471 [153 506
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of deatlis is very nearly twice as great as in the fucceeding
year. Secondly, that while the mortality of the aged was
five times greater in one year than in the other, the number
of infants dying in the firft year exceeded thofe in the fecond
by only one-fifth part. So that the ratio of their refpective

increafe was as five-and-twenty to one (¢ /.

I'T may be. thought fatisfatory to add, that the different
mortality in the two years from which this comparifon is
drawn, cannot be accounted for. from any accidental fluétu-
ation of the number of people refident in London, nor from:
any. irregularity in the bills themfelves. On either of thefe
fuppofitions,. the chriftenings muft, have undergone a corre-
{ponding rife and fall ;. but they, during the fame five weeks, .
. neither exceeded their ufual number in.the one cafe, nor fell
fthort of it in the other. In 1795, they, amounted in.this.
time to 1,622 ; and in 1796, to 1,650.

4. THE number. of deaths by palfies and apoplexies is in .
this country always greateft in winter.

Tuis. is: probably becaufe it is a difeafe of old age, and is -
confequently increafed, and diminifhed, by the fame caufes,
which influence the general mortality.at that time of life.
At Marfeilles, not only the whole number of deaths, but thofe

alfo

" (g) Some further account of the effeGs of cold may be feen in the Philofophical
Tranfactions for the year 1796, p. 279.
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alfo occafioned by apoplexies and palfies, are greateft in the
fummer (7). ‘ |

5. ConsumpTIVE people are of courfe fufferers by cold ;
and though they are not {o {oon affefted from this caufe as the
afthmatic and aged, yet their numbers in the bills are always
greateft in the cold months, p

6. HowEvER the number of bowel complaints have been
leffened within the laft hundred years, wé ftill find them moft
frequent in September and Oc¢tober.

Ix all hot countries thefe diforders are ob{erved to be more
common, and more violent, than they are with us; and here
in England they are moft prevalent after the hotteft fummers.
This was the cafe in 1762, and again 1n 1789, 1790, and
1800. The time of year alfo when they principally occur
in all climates, concurs to indicate fome connexion fubfift-
ing between them and the ftate of the atmofphere. But
what this is; whether the heat a& thus upon the human
body by occafioning inflammation, or relaxation, whether by
profufe, or by morbid fecretions, or by what other means,
I confefs myfelf unable to explain ; notwithftanding the many
pleafant theories about the nature of the bile, with which the
books on Weft Indian difeafes in particular are filled.

7. THE remaining difeafes, of which an account has been

taken in the Table, feem to have no certain increafe or de-
creafe.

{r) Mem, de la Soc, Roy. de Med. 1777,
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+ creafe. The meafles and fmall pox are exceedingly various,
and without any apparent relation to the temperature,
moifture, or other fenfible qualities of the feafons. The fame
is in general true of fevers, with this exception, that in long
and fevere winters they are certainly more numerous, for
reafons which have been explained elfewhere (5). Many
poor families at fuch times being reduced to the neceffity of
thutting themfelves l%'up,, perhaps feveral together, in a fmall
room, where they can afford to burn little or no fire, and
where their beft defence againft the rigor of the feafon is to-
preclude as much as poffible all accefs to the external air..

Convursions are fo much made up of children’s deaths,
that they follow the fame courfe which has been obferved to
take place under that article (7).

From the weekly table of mortality we are .enabled to.
eorrect fome popular errors, which are very generally preva--
lent. One of thefe is, that there is fomething peculiarly
wholefome in a fharp froft (%) ; another, that wet weather is
noxious to the human body, and in particular that it is pro-

dutive

() Medical Tranfactions, Vol. 1II. Obfervations on the Jail Fever, by John.
Hunter, M. D.

() * Prefque tous les enfants qui meurent avant ’age d’un an, et méme de
“ deux, meurent avec des convulfions; I'on dit qu’ils font morts des convulfions, ,
“ et 'on a en partie raifon,” &c. Tiffot, Avis au Peuple.

(%) Agreeable to this is the proverb, that % A green winter makes-a. fat:
“ churchyard.” See Ray’s Proverbs,

L™
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duétive of putrid difeafes fx). After what has been ftated
above, and what may be feen more at large in the Philo-
fophical Tranfaétions for the year 1796, there need not many
arguments to difprove the firlt of thefe opinions. The year
1797 affords a very favourable opportunity of afcertaining
that the other is equally unfounded. That year, from the
middle of May, was one of the wetteft ever remembered ;
yet {o far was this from rendering it prejudicial, much lefs
peftilential, that whether we attend to the united fum of the
deaths, or to the particular articles of which it is compofed,
we fhall find reafon to believe it was in every refpect a healthy
vear. The fame was obferved alfo during the American war
among the foldiers encamped at Coxheath in Kent, and it has
occafionally been noticed at other times (y/). The miftake
has in both cafes probably originated from the known influence
of heat and moifture in promoting putrefaction, and they are

not

() 7o pev hov & avxuor Twy ewouSpiay sicw iyevorega.  Hippocer. Aph. fe&t. 3. 15,
Warnuara & & Tiaw eqoubpmaiy bg T& TOAAG YWETEL TUGETOl TE MaNF0l XaL KODUNS PUCiEs,
i anredaveg, &c. Ib, 16, Thus Hoffman in his Medicina Rationalis, * Aéri in-
“ falubritas, et ad ingignendos putridos morbos aptituto, inducitur ex crebra ac
« diuturna aquarum inundatione.” 4to. Vol. IV, p. 262, Many other autho=
rities might be produced to the fame purpofe.

(y) Dr. Cuming of Dorchefter, in a letter addreffed to Dr. Fothergill upon
the fubject of the influenza in 1775, has thefe words: ¢ The autumn here was
# yery wet, as the quantity of rain that fell here during the months of Auguft,
4« Geptember, October, and November, was exaétly fourteen inches and twenty-
«¢ feven hundredth parts. This circumftance, joined to the mild temperature of
< the air, made me expect difeafes of a putrid clafs, but in this I was happily dif-
¢ appointed,” Med, Obf; and Enq. Vol, VI,
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not the only inftances of people being mifled by a name.
But the cook and the chemift thould be informed, that argu-
ments drawn from a kitchen or a laboratory muft not be too
confidently transferred to the operations of a living body.

THERE i1s reafon to think that another idea has been
adopted by many people upon not much better grounds than
the former. For it has been 1magined, that neither heat, nor
cold, are in themfelves pernicious, but that it is the rapid
tranfitions from one to the other which are alone to be dread-
ed (z). 1f this opinion carry with it an appearance of proba-
bility, fuch fats at leaft as are afforded by the bills of mor-

tality. at the end of the year 1796 and beginning of 1797
do in no wife correfpond with it. The great and fudden

changes of temperature at that period are too recent to be
forgotten. Before the middle of December 1796 it froze
hard for feveral days, and prefently after thawed again :
Chriftmas morning will long be memorable for the greateft
cold perhaps ever experienced in England, Fahrenheit’s ther-
mometer in London ftanding below zero; but in lefs than
a week the fame thermometer was above 50°. The month of
January following contniued to exhibit frequent and very
uncommon variations of heat and cold; yet the mortality all
this time did not exceed its ufual limits.

TuE fame -opmion has been very commonly applied to
the breaking up of a long froft; people in general being
:more apprehenfive of bad confequences from the fucceeding

thaw,
(%) & perabor Tay worwy pacx Tirsss voonuata.  Hippocr, Aph. 3, 1.

L
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thaw, than from the cold itfelf. But this admits of a fimilar
anfwer to the former. For the froft in the beginning of the
year 1795 ended with the month of Fcbruary, though the
weather continued indeed to be colder than ufual through-
out the March following. We need only turn our eyes to
the weekly table, to fee how accurately this corre{ponds
with the decreafe of the mortality,

THE annexed extraét from the bills of mortality for the
year 1740, thews that the fame effets took place likewife
during the hard froft which is known to have fet in the 24th
of December 1739 (old ftyle) and to have continued till the-
16th of February 1740. In this cafe alfo, as in the former,.
the fucceeding {pring was cold and backward.:

Week Whole Ne : Aged
ending of Deaths. above 6o,
pJan = = & o« 548 - == - 0%
B Jan. = = e a TER % Gl e 120
By Janst o o e A Rt 0 B
22 Jan, = = = e OQute s e 5 138
29 Jan. - - - - 728 - - - - 136
- & Febe = = = = 813 = == = a5d
12 Feb.. - ~ = « 780 =« = = = 1490

1gFeb. - -« - - 794 - - - - 160
26 Feb:. = = = = 793 - = = < 146
4Mar. = <« = « 767 = = =~ = 118
11 Mar. - - - - 591 - .= - - 104
1.3 Mar.. = = = = ’;54 - o om o ]%u
Y T I SR N 1 R CRER R
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Berore we take leave of this fubje, it thould be noticed,
that the numbers given in by the parifh clerks in the month
of December, are lefs to be depended upon, than in any other
part of the year. For, the yearly account being made up to
the middle of that month, it frequently happens that parifhes,
which have negleéted to make any returns for many weeks
together, give in at that time the fum of the baptiims and
burials fince their laft report fz). And as if the difcharge of
this debt entitled them to contra& new ones, fimilar omif-
fions are more common in the two or three weeks imme-
diately following, than at any other period.

SoME judgment may be formed of thefe inaccuracies, by
comparifon with the weekly chriftenings. For whenever
the burials fuffer any fudden increafe, or diminution, if the
baptifms at the fame time undergo a correfponding change,
threre will be reafon to attribute both rather to the irregu-
larity of the parifh clerks reports, than to any real alteration
in the health of the people. '

(a) On the 13th of Dec. 1796, the parith of St. George in Middlefex gave
in the numbers for the whole year, amounting to §532.
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Shewing how many died Weekly, as well of all Difeafes, as of the PrLAGvE,

From the Bills of Mortality.

in the Years 1593, 1603, 1625, 1636, and 1665.

1293 - 1603. 1625, !l 16 36. 1663.

i =7 ""I,-""*—"’-"_ Il =] e T]; | SRR T i

Total. | Plague. || Total. | Plague.|| Total. | Plague. || Total. | Plague. | Total. | Plague.
June 2. 4100 620 114] 30/ 395| 69|l 339| 77| May 30.| 399| 17
June 9. | 441 81| 131 43| 434 91|l 345 87| June 6.| 405 43
June 16. | 339 09|l 144] 59| ‘510 Iﬁih 3811 103| June13.| 58| 112
June 23. | 4or1| 108l 182] “72|f 640| =239/ 304/ 79| June2o.| 611| 168
June3zo. | 8s50| 118|] 267] 158|| o942 390| 352| 104| June2y.! 684 267
July 7.| 1420| 927|| 445| 263|| 1222 s593| 215/ 81ff July 4.| 1006] 470
July 14.| 1510 893| 612 424| 1781| 1004) 372| 04| July 11.| 1268 727
July 21.| 1491| 28| 1186] g17|| 2850| 1819 365/ 120 July 18.| 1761] 1089
July 28.| 1507| 8s52f 1728) 1396]| 3583 :q,?:i 423 151 July 25.( 2785| 1843
Aug. 4.| 1503| 983|| 2256| 1g922| 4517| 3659 491| 206| Aug. I.| 3014| 2010
Aug.11. | 1550| 797/ 2077| 1745|i 4853% 4“55. 538| 283|| Aug. 8.| 4030 2817
Aug. 18. | 1532| 6511 3054f 2713|| 5205| 4463 638] 321 Aug.15.| 5319/ 3880
Aug. 25. | 1508 449|| 2853| 2539]| 4841| 4218] 787 429) Auvg. 22.] 5568| 4237
Sept. 1. | 1499 507/l 3385| 3035/l 3897| 3344 1011| 638 Aug. 29.| 7496| 6102
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Tre foregoing Table exhibits a melancholy, yet a very
imperfeét picture of what the people of this country formerly
{fuffered from the Plague fa). It is a fubje¢t which muft
ever be interefting to humanity, to trace out, as far as we
are able, by what means it has happened, that a difeafe
which was once fo very deftrutive, thould totally have dif=
appeared: for now confiderably more than an hundred years.
For this purpofe, it will be neceffary to enter at fome length
into the hiftory of the circumftances attending its progrefs,.

and to look back if poffible to its true origin.

Many difficulties occur in the profecution of this enquiry.
Each country is unwilling to acknowledge herfelf the parent
of fuch an odious offspring. From this part of Europe we
are taught to look to Turkey for the fource of this evil.
Enquire there, and you are referred either to fome vague
report from the parts about the Cafpian fea, or more com-
monly to Egypt. The Egyptians, on the other hand, will
tell you they receive it fometimes from Turkey, but ufually
from Lybia, or Ethiopia ;. in fhort, from places where there is
nobody to contradiét fuch a malicious report. In this manner
Villani, who was at fome pains to inveftigate the origin of

a great

(a) In the City Remembrancer is collected, from very refpectable authorities,
the beft hiftory of that dreadful time. An elegant account of fimilar miferies
produced from the fame caufe in the city of Florence in the year 1348, may be
feen in the Introduction to the Decamerone of Boccaccio,
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a great plague in the fourteenth century, was referred at laft
to China, and was told that it was there occafioned by the
burfting of a great ball of fire attended with an uncommon

{tench.

Leaving thefe idle ftories, if we dire& our attention to
the places where in fact it has prevailed, we fhall find its head
quarters always to have been the naftieft parts of dirty, crowd-
ed, ill conftruéted, large cities. Thus Grand Cairo, and Con-
{tantinople, are never long free from it; and thus likewife
when it has attacked other places, where it is lefs common,
its firft ‘appearance has been among the loweft of the people.
There, as on touchwood, the fpark is-eafily kindled, and pre-
fently blown ‘into a flame. *“ Grand Cairo is crowded by a
« yaft number of inhabitants, who for the moft part live very
« poorly and naftily. The ftreets are very narrow and clofe,
¢ and twenty or thirty live in one {mall houfe. It is fituated
¢ in a fandy plain at the foot of a mountain, which by keep-
“ ing off the winds, which would refrefth the air, makes the
¢ heats very ftifling. Through the midft of it pafles a great
¢ canal, which is filled with water at the overflowing of the
¢ Nile, and after the river is decreafed, is gradually dried up.
¢ Into this, people throw all manner of filth, carrion, &c.
¢ fo that the ftench which rifes from this and the mud toge-
¢ ther is infufferably offenfive. In this pofture of things, the
¢ plague every year conftantly preys upon the inhabitants,
“ and 1s only ftopped when the Nile by overflowing wathes
* away this load of filth; the cold winds, which fet in at

9 “ the
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¢ the fame time, lending their affiitance by purifying the
“ air fa*).” The plague is very generally obferved to break
out at. Conftantinople in that part of the city which is low
and marthy (4). And there, as every where elfe, “ nitide
“ w®des haud ®que facile inficiuntur, ac fordide (¢).” Black-
more takes notice that the impurity and filth, which accom-
panied the gallies and flaves at Marfeilles, filled the air with
offenfive fmells eafily perceivable by thofe that pafled along
the adjoining thore: and in 1720, the plague broke out there
i a part of the town thronged by the pooreft people (d). At
Aleppo, it always begins in the Keifarias and Judeda: the
former are {mall huts with few or no windows, which ftand
crowded together, and are inhabited by the loweft Arabs;
the latter are the dwellings of the inferior Jews, ¢ whofe
¢ houfes are {fmall; or if large, the different apartments are
¢ crowded with different families; many of them are more
¢“ than a ftory below the level of the ftreet, in a condition
¢ half ruinous, dirty in the extreme, damp, and badly aired ;
“ and the wretched inhabitants are clothed with rags /e).”
In Holftein, in 1764, it firft appeared at Renfburg among the
prifoners, “ propter deliéta ad operas publicas damnatos (/).
At Mofcow, it broke out *in domo ampliffima, que infer-

“ viebat,

(a*) The City Remembrancer, This account is confirmed by Alpinus,
Pococke, Irwin, and a variety of* other teftimonies.

(b) The City Remembrancer.

(<) Timone on the Plague at Conftantinople, Phil. T'ranf, abr, Vol. VII,
(d) City Remembrancer. (¢) Ruflel on the Plague.

(f) Waldfchmidt de fingularibus quibufdam Peflis Holfatiz, Haller Dif-
putat, Vol, V,
K
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¢ viebat conficiendis panmis pro militibus 3 tria hominum
¢ millia utriufq; fexus huic labori operabantur, quorum tertia
¢ pars circiter pauperrima in inferiore parte domus habita-
“ bat (g/. In London, the plagues of 1626, and 1636,
broke out at Whitechapel, a part of the town which abounded
with poor, and with flaughter-houfes : that of 1665 is faid to
have broke out firft at St. Giles’s ; and there it would pro-

~ bably again break out, if ever we thould fuffer fuch another

calamity.

TueRE can be no doubt that the plague is infe€tious ; and
it would be eafy to point out the way in which it may be in-
troduced by foreign contagion. Indeed the correfpondence of
the dates of our laft great plagues, with thofe of Amfterdam,
affords a ftrong prefumption, either that one of thefe cities
muft have received the infection from the other, or that both
of them received it from fome common fource. Yet it thould
be remembered, that it is by no means fo eafily imported, as
the fears of moft people incline them to believe. Nor, be-
caufe a perfon labouring under the plague may communicate
the poifon to goods, and fuch goods afterwards to other people,
does it by any means follow that either of thefe effects muft
neceflarily take place. We have many reafons to perfuade us
to the contrary. For if a fingle bale of cotton be fuppofed
capable of introducing the difeafe ; who. could efcape from
the infeétion, which had been harboured in the furniture of a

whole city during the continuance of a plague ? Neverthelefs
we

{z) Mertens, Obfervationes Medicz d¢ Pefte Mofcuente.
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we read that when the plague was in Italy, the Neapolitans
ufed no artifice to purify either their goods, or houfes ; yet
the difeafe ceafed among them as entirely as in the beft regus
lated towns. So Profper Alpinus, {peaking of the plague in
Egypt, fays, “ Junio vero menfe, qualifcunque et quanta-
“ cungque fit ibi peftilentia, fole primam cancri partem ingre-
“ diente, omnino tollitur, quod multis plane divinum effe non
“ immerito videtur. Sed quod etiam valde mirabile creditur,
“ omnia fupelleétilia peftifero contagio infeéta tunc nullum
¢ contagii effeClum in eam gentem edunt.” In Syria alfo,

where it’s returns are very frequent, yet from September to
March it is {carcely ever feen : and Dr. Ruflel tells us that in

the winter time, when infected perfons have come to places
about Aleppo, fome of whom have died in the families where
they lodged, the diftemper by fuch means was not propa-
gated. Diemerbroeck lilkewife obferves, that when the plague
has been excited out of its proper feafon, it has not fpread.
The fame thing is confirmed by the foregoing Table, and I
believe by the hiftories of the plague in all large towns of
Europe. For its chief force has always been felt in the fum-
mer and autumn *.  Afterwards, “le carnage diminue, la

“ maladie

* May not this influence of the feafons on difeafes, be the real caufe of the
ftrange and contradictory accounts we have received concerning the cure of the
Yellow Fever in the Weft Indics # Accounts which onl y agree in this, that the
moft obvious methods of treatment are wrong. Itis reafonable to fuppofe, that
phyficians there would firft make trial of the remedies moft approved in fimilar
difeafes in other places ; yet we find they all failed. And why ! Becaulfe the epide=
mic was then at it’s height, Butafterwards, all their different modes of practice as
univerfally fucceeded. For when the difeafe began to decline, the mortality of it-

K 2 felf
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¢ maladie devient plus traitable, les accidens font moins

“ preffans, & le plus grand nombre de ceux qui en font
« atteints, echappe au danger (g* ).”

But a proper ftate of the air is not the only circumftance
neceflary to promote the operation of contagion. During the
epidemical conflitution, it is highly probable, that good diet,
and good {pirits, and cleanlinefs, and freth air, and proper
clothing, and exercife, may all contribute to render the body
lefs fufceptible of difcafe. The feeds of which, like thofe of
vegetables, will then only {pring up and thrive, when they
fall upon a foil convenient for their growth. ¢ In folam
« plebem, ut femper fere accidit, {feviit peftis Mofcuenfs ;
“ inter nobiles, et ditiores mercatores, neminem fere, prater
¢ paucos valde incautos invafit (4).” Likewie at Mar-
feilles, “ la pefte fit fes plus grands ravages dans les quartiers
“ habites par le menu 'peuple (i)." The fame has been
found to be true univerfally.

Every medical man will readily acknowledge the diffi-
culty of afcertaining the true caufe of almoft any difeafe ;
and with refpeét to that under confideration, the difficulty is

on

felf became much lefs ; and of thofe who died, moft lingered on for a confiderable
time beyond their ufual period. Which exaltly correfponds with what has at all
times been reported of the plague, under every variation of medicine, and
climate. '

(2*) Fournier, Obf. fur la Pefte.

() Mertens, de Pefte Mofcuenfe,

{¢) Traité de la Pefte.
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on many accounts , much increafed. For intereft, the moft
powerful of all motives in a commercial flate, interferes in
oppofing our enquiries. The early rifings of the plague are
always endeavoured to be cnnceafed, in order to prevent that
interruption of trade, which neceffarily takes place, where it is
publicly avowed. ¢ La pefte n’eft reconnue dans une ville,
“ que lorfque fes ravages fe multiplient. D’abord elle n’en-
“ leve que peu de malades ; leur petit nombre n’attire pas 'at-
“ tention ; les doutes occupent quelque tems P'efprit : le mal
¢« eft-il averé, des raifons d’interét le font deguifer. C’eft ainfi
% que la maladie fait des progrés fecrets, elle fe gliffe,” &c. (4.

Now, that the plague was ever actually bred in London,
it might be odious to affert, and would be impoffible to prove.
But to any one who reflefts upon it’s frequent returns in
this capital until the latter end of the feventeenth century,
and it’s total abfence fince, notwithftanding the great increafe
of our trade by which it was fuppofed to be imported 5 it
muft I think appear probable, that if it’s origin were derived
from foreign contagion, at leaft it’s propagation ought in great
meafure to be attributed to fome predifpofition of the town in
thofe days, which has fince been correfted. Any improve-
ments which our quarantine laws may have undergone, are
by no means adequate to fuch an effe¢t (/). But there have
not been wanting many more powerful caufes.

IN

(#) Traité de la Pefte,

(1) See this matter difcuffed in Mr. Howard’s Obfervations on Lazarettos,

and in Eton’s Survey of the Turkith Empire,
-
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IN 1389, the firects of London were fo abufed with coma
mon lay-ftalls, to the great annoyance of the citizens, that
a proclamation was made throughout the city by authority of
parliament, “ that no perfon whatever fthould prefume to lay
« any dung, guts, garbage, oftals, or any other ordure, in any
< ftreet, ditch, river, &c. upon penalty of twenty pounds, to
“ be recovered by an information in chancery.” In 1569,
when the plague was in London, orders were iflued  to
4 warne all inhabitants againft their houfes, to keep channels
¢ clear from fylth (by onlie turning yt afyde) that the water
- ¢ may have paflage.” And Erafmus, in a letter to Francifcus,
Cardinal Wolfey’s phyfician, afcribes the {weating ficknefs,
which was a {pecies of plague (m/, and the plague, from
which England was hardly ever free, in great meafure to the
incommodious form, and bad expofition of their houfes, to the
filthinefs of the {treets, and to the {luttithnefs within doors,
¢« Conclavia fola fere ftrata funt argilla, tum {citpis paluftri-
“ bus (), qui {fubinde fic renovantur, ut fundamentum maneat
¢ aliquoties annos viginti {ub fe fovens {puta, vomitus, mic-

¢ tum

(m) The years in which the fweating ficknefs more particularly prevailed,
were 1485, 1506, 1517, 1528, 1551, Dr. Caius muft probably have been mif-
taken when he mentions in his treatife, « De Ephemera Britannica,” one cir-
cumftance entirely contrary to what has occurred in any plague of which I have
yet feen an account, ¢ Nam miferam illam et jejunam plebeculam belli pacifque

« Jaboribus duratam, aut omnino non attigit, aut fine gravi noxa vel peri-
% culo.”

(n) Hentzner, fpeaking of the prefence chamber at Greenwich palace in the
time of Queen Elizabeth, obferves that «the floor, after the Englifh fathion,
6 “ was
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“ tum canum et hominum, projeftam cerevifiam, et pifcium
“ reliquias, aliafque fordes non nominandas.” This pitture
of the naftinefs of the town will be yet heightened by confi-
dering the ftate of the buildings before the great fire of 1666.
The ftreets were narrow, and crooked, and many of them un-
paved ; the houfes were built of wood, and lofty; they were
dark, irregular, and ill contrived; with each ftory hanging
over the one below, fo as almoft to meet at top, and thereby
preclude as much as poffible all accefs to a purer air; they
were befides furnithed with enormous figns, which by hang-
ing into the middle of the ftreet, contributed not a little to
prevent all ventilation below. The fewers at the fame time
were in a very negletted ftate, and the drains all ran above
ground. Add to which, the metropolis, which now enjoys
fuch a plentiful fupply of water laid into every houfe, had
till many years {fublequent to the bringing in of the New
River in 1613, been but {fcantily furnithed with this firft
of luxuries (o).

WE are enabled to form fome judgment of the effe@ of
this ftate of things upon the health of the inhabitants, by con-

_ fidering

“ was ftrewed with bay.”® The fame cuftom is alluded to by Shakfpeare, and:
Ben Johnfon 3 alfo by Dryden, in his Tale of the Cock and the Fox :

« Her parlour window ftuck with herbs around,

“ Of fav’ry fmell; and rafbes firew’d the ground.”’
It is probable that in earlier times this had not been peculiar to England. Boc-
caccio, defcribing the villa to which the perfonages of his Decamerone retired
from the plague at Florence, in the middle of the fourteenth century, fays, « Il
% quale tutto fpazzato, ¢ nelle camere i letti fati, ed ogni cofa de fiori, quali:
“ nella ftagione fi potevano avere, piena, e di giunchi giunchata,” &c.

(¢) This account of London is chiefly taken from Maitland’s Hiftory,

#
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fidering the nature of the difeafes which were then prevalent,
Burnct fays, in his Hiftory of the Reformation, that in the
laft year of Queen Mary’s reign,” « Intermitting' fevers were
¢ {o univerfal and contagious, that they raged liked a plague.”
Have we any idea of fuch a thing at prefent? Morton aflures
us, that remittent fevers were very deftruétive for feveral
years before the gréat plague of 1665. In 1658 Oliver Crom-
well died of this fever: and he tells us his own father alfo
died of it, and that himfelf and his whole family were infeét-
ed, “ matrem pientiffimam, fratres, {orores, fervos, ancillas,
¢ nutrices conduétitias, quotquot erant intra eofdem nobif=
¢ cum parictes, ac fere omnes ejufdum, ac vicinorum . pago-
¢ ram incolas, hoc veneno infeftos, et decumbentes vidi.”
He proceeds to fay, that the cold weather afterwards checked
this difeafe ; yet the feeds of it feem to have been by no means
deftroyed: they ftill continued to fhew themfelves under a-
different form ; * durante enim bruma, intermittentes, quar-
¢ tanas, tertianas, quotidianas, ab ejufdem veneni mitiore
¢ gradu oriundas, fere 2que epidemias videre erat, ac in au-
“ tumno cuveyexs, leu remittentes ; neque mehercule faeviente
“ gehu penitus defecerunt iftz febres continentes. Atque
“ equidem hancce febrem hoc pacto fub typo cureye®, pre-
“ fertim fimplicis et legitime, quotidianaz {cilicet, vel ter-
¢ tianz, maxime vulgarem fuifle, et tempore autumnali plus
minus epidemiam, ufque ad annum 1664 obfervavi.” He
informs us likewife, that in the two years immediately fuc-
ceeding the great plague, dyfenteries were very frequent ;
fo that in the autumn of 1667 “ civitas fere univerfa hoc

¢« morbo

111
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« morbo correpta videbatur, atque fingulis feptimanis 343
¢ plus minus fluxu et torminibus confefli fatis cedebant.”
Afterwards we are told the fame difeafe returned every au-
tumn attended by nearly the fame mortality. Major Graunt,
whofe Obfervations on the Bills of Mortality were publithed
in 1662, fays, *“ The difeafes which, befides the plague,
¢ make years unhealthful in this city, are, {potted fevers,
“ fmall pox, dyfentery, called by fome the plague in the
“ guts; and the unhealthful feafon is autumn.” From Sy-
denham we learn that from 1661 to 1664 agues were epide-
mical in London, and again from 1677 to 1685, This may
be looked upon as the {lighteft of the effets of putrid
moifture : and even to this we are at prefent almoft ftrangers,
unlefs among thofe who come from the marfhy parts of the
country. The fame author informs us the dyfentery was
epidemical four years together; and the bills of mortality of
that time thew the fum of the deaths under the titles of bloody
flux and griping in the guts, which muit both of them be
confidered as dyfentery, never to have been lefs than 1,000
in a year, and fome years to have exceeded 4,000; and for
five-and-twenty years fucceffively, from 1667 to 1692, the
number every year amounts to above 2,000. At the fame
time we are told that in the jail of Newgate a contagious
fever ufed to break out annually in hot weather 3 and that the
fame was true of moft jails in Europe /). Befides the well-
known black affize at Oxford in 1577, there happened a
fecond black affize only two years dfter, from which up-

wards
() The City Remembrancer.

L
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wards of soo perfons died. And Dr, Plott fuggefts as a pro-
bable reafon for the unhealthinefs of Oxford at that time,
that the city was very much thronged, and all manner of
cattle ufed to be killed within the walls, and their dung and
offals were fuffered to lie in the public fireets. The true
fcurvy, which 1s now unknown in London, is alfo juftly
attributed, along with other caufes, to a putrid atmofphere.
And it 1s of this that Hodges {peaks in his account of the
plague of 1665, when he tells us, ¢ epidemica multo aute
¢ apud nos aifectio {corbutica.” So Hentzner, in his Travels
at the time of Queen Elizabeth, obferves that the Englith
“ are often molefted with the fcurvy.” Willis, who wrote a
_particular treatife on this fubject, defcribes it in all its charac-
teriftic features as being very common : “ @gritudo multis in
¢ locis (Angliz) endemia, et ubique fere {fporadica.”” Charle-
ton alfo declares, “ {fcorbutus in bis regionibus feptentrionali-
¢ bus eft morbus endemius.” Many other authorities might
be produced to the fame effect.

ExamINE then how far the plague kept pace with thefe
other difeafes. In the early part of our hiftory, a great num-
ber of years are {pecified as plague years /¢). In the four-
teenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth centuries, there fcarcely pafled
ten years without a confiderable plague. The greate(t plague
years of the feventeenth century were 1603, 1625, 1636,
and 1665; in which the mortality is reported to have

been

(q) See the City Remembrancer,
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been refpe@ively 36,000, 35,000, 10,000, and 68,000 /g% /.
But we muft not imagine the difeafc was accidentally im-
ported juft at thofe periods, and that at other times London
was perfeltly free. The fame bills of mortality, and the tef-
timony of all hiftory, pofitively contradi¢t fuch an opinion.
In 1603, the deaths by the plague amounted, as we have
{aid, to 36,000 ; in 1604 there died by the fame difeafe goo ;
in 1605, 4003 in 1606, 2,000; in 1607, 2,000; in 1608,
2,000 ; in 1609, 4,000 ; in 1610, 1,800; and from 1640 to
1648, the number was every year above 1,000. I would not
be underftood to infinuate that the mortality was always fo
great, as in the years here mentioned. There might pafs
fome years without any perfon dying of the difeafe. I am
difpofed to believe however, that the number of thefe muft
have been much fewer than moft people are aware of.
Maitland, in his Hiftory of London, declares that for five-
and-twenty years before the fire of 1666, the city had never
been clear from the plague. And from the vear 1603, when
the regifter begins, till 1670, the bills of mortality exhibit
only three years entirely free : though it muit be confeffed
the mortality in fome others is {o fmall as to leave room to
doubt whether the caufe of thofe deaths may not have been
mifreprefented.

THE

(%) There is reafon to believe that thefe numbers, great as they appear, arc
confiderably under the truth, Lord Clarendon fays, that « many, who could
 compute very well, concluded there were in truth double that number who
« died.” Hift. of his own Life.

L2
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TuE plague therefore, as well as other putrid difeafes,
prevailed in a very high degree in times when we know the
condition of the town to have been moft offenfively dirty.
And it is pleafing to obferve how the health of the.inhabi-
tants returned, in proportion as this caufe of their complaints
was removed. In September 16566, while the plague was yet
unfubdued, happened the memorable fire of London. It
raged for feveral days together, till it had confumed every
thing from the Tower to Temple Bar. This, which was at
firft looked upon as a fcourge from Heaven, has fince proved
indeed a moft gracious bleffing. Great pains were taken, and,
much encouragement was given by the king, to obtain proper
plans for rebuilding the city. The ftreets were widened ; the
{ign-pofts ordered to be * fixed againft the balconies, or fome
“ other convenient part of the houfe,” inftead of hanging,
acrofs ;3 direftions were prefcribed for Ijeveiling the f{treets.
¢ for the more eafy and convenient current and conveyance
« of the waters;” proper places were appointed for common
lay-ftalls ; ceft-pools were ordered to be * made and conti-
“ nued to every grate of the common fewer, to receive the
“ fand or gravel coming to the fame, fo- to prevent the
“ choaking thereof ;”’ aorders were iflued refpeting the  fel-
“ Jowthip of carmen, who fhould fweep and cleanfe the
¢ ftreets, lanes, and common paflages, from dung, foil, filth,
“ and dirt;” all perfons were forbid to lay in the ftreets
“ any dogs, cats, inwards of beafts, cleaves of beafts’ feet,
“ bones, horns, dregs or drofs of ale or beer, or any noifome

“ thing, upon pain of ten fhillings for every offence >’ it was
ordered

-~
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ordered alfo, * that no man fhall feed any kine, goats, hogs, or
“ poultry in the open ftreets 3 ¢ that no man fhall caft into
“ ditches or fewers, grates or gullets, of the city, any manner
“ of carrion, ftinking fleth, rotten oranges or onions, rubbith,
“ dung, &c. &c.”” that no man  fhall make or continue
¢ any widraughts, feat or feats for houfes of eafement over,
> and other regu-

Lt

“ or drains, into any common fewers, &c.’
lations were enforced to the fame effe¢t (7} ; by which means
many of the former inconveniences and nuifances were reme-
died. So that in a few years the new town rofe up like a
pheenix from the fire with increafed vigour and beauty. Nor
did the benefit end there ; for it produced in the country a
{pirit of improvement which had till then been unknown, but
‘which has never fince ceafed to exert itfelf,

LET us now again turn our eyes towards the ftate of
difeafes. Morton relates of the autumnal fever: “ Febris
“ aqureyns genuina ab anno 1665 (in quo peftis, veneno ad gra-
“ dum {fumme deleterinm provecto, caput fuum extulit) fere
¢ per biennium profligata difparuit, nec amplius recedente
“ fole graflata eft ut ante.” And again: “ Venenum febri-
“ ferum anno 1673 quadantenus mitefcere et cicurari vide-
“ batur, et mitius huc ufque (1692) eft.” And the gradual
decreafe of the dyfentery, which we have thewn to have
been fo very deftruttive, though already taken notice of in
the former part of this effay, is too much to the purpofe
not to be repeated. For taking together the three difeafes of

bloody
(r) See Maitland’s Hiftory of London.
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bloody flux, colic, and gripes, their decline from the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century has been nearly as follows :

J'rom 1700 to 1710 the average is about 1,070 annually.
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TuE fame bills of mortality, fo far as they may be trufted
i an article confefledly liable to great inaccuracy, thew the
decline of fcurvy likewife to have been very rapid. The firft
twenty bills, that is, from the year 1657 to the year 1677,
give an average of fixty deaths every year under this head;
whereas fince the beginning of the eighteenth century, the
number has fcarcely exceeded five, or fix. It’s decreafe
among our failors has been much more remarkable. For I
have been informed by one of the phyficians to the Haflar
hofpital near Portfmouth, that their wards, which ufed to be
crowded with fcorbutic patients, now do not receive above
twenty in the whole year. And in this inftance nobody can
hefitate to attribute the change to the attention that has of
late years been paid to the cleanlinefs, ventilation, and diet of

our navys It is probably from a fimilar attention, that the
2 number
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number of fevers reported in the bills of mortality, have in
the courfe of the laft fifty years been reduced from 3,000 to

2,000 annually.

Bur to return to the plague. In 1666, there are reported to
have died in London by this difeafe 1,998 ; in the year follow-
ing, 35 ; and the year after that, 14 ; fince which time the
number has never exceeded five ; and the laft year it 1s men-
tioned at all in the bills is 1679 ; notwithftanding the popu-
lation, and the trade of London, have been fo rapidly increai-
ing from that time to this (7).

It may be worth while to obferve, that the plague was
formerly by no means confined to the metropolis. In 1625,
it alfo broke out at Oxford; and moreover feized the

feamen and foldiers on board the fleet, and obliged them

to relinquifh the obje@ they were at that time engaged
in,

(t) The number of people in London feems never to have fuffered any
material diminution in confequence of the great mortalities which from time to
time took plaé:. It appears by the bills of mortality, that in two years after-
wards both the chriftenings and burials, and we may fuppofe therefore the inha-
bitants of London, regained their ufual ftandard. For, « if there be encourage-
« ment for an hundred in London, that is, a way how an hundred may live
“ better than in the country, and if there be void houfing there to receive
¢ them, the evacuating of a fourth, or a third part of that number, muft foon be
« fupplied out of the country; fo as the great plague doth not leflen the inha-
« bitants of the city, but of the country, who in a fhort time remove themfelves
“ hither, fo long, until the city, for want of receipt and encouragement, regur-
“ gitates and fends them back.” Major Graunt’s Obfcrvations,
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in, of intercepting the Spanifh galeons. In 1663, every
town within twenty miles of London was more or lefs
infected, and moft of the principal towns in England, befides
fome parts of Ireland. In 1391, it was moft feverely
felt in Norfolk, and at York ; in 1643, it broke out at the
fiege of Reading; in 1645, it was at Leeds; and in 1646,
at Newark, Stafford, and Totnefs. About the fame time it
likewife occafioned a great mortality in Ireland. From an
expreffion ufed by Lord Clarendon, in his Hiftory of the Re-
bellion, ene may form fome judgment how familiar this
difeafe muft formerly have been in Briftol. He is {peaking
of the reafons which induced the Prince of Wales to appoint
certain commiffioners to meet him at Bridgewater rather than
at Briftol in April 1645, and obferves that * Briftol was
¢ thought at too great a diftance from the Weft, befides that
¢ the plague began to break out there very much for the
¢“ time of year, &c.” Yet we find this did not deter the
prince from returning thither the very next week.

AT the time the plague was fo deftruéive in England, it
{feems to have raged with equal violence in other parts of
Europe ; and probably from the fame caufe. The hiftories of
thofe ages are full of the phyfical and political miferies which
prevailed. And in proportion as the nations of Europe have
become civilized ; and agriculture, with the arts of pear."e, has
been cultivated, this diforder has gradually difappeared.

In
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1x the fifteenth century, at Bourdeaux, * il regné prefque

“ tous les ans unc maladie peftilenticlle, qui forca plufieurs
“ fois le parlement, pour fe fouftraire a la contagion, de tenir
« fes féances dans d’autres lieux de fon reflort (z).” The
following (#%) are all of them mentioned as having been
plague years at Drefden; viz. 1504 -5, 1511 -12, 1521,
1535 -30, 1547, 1563 -64, 1571 -72, 1585 -86, 1591 -92,
1607, 1627 -28, 1632 -33 -34-35 -36 -37. In 1502 the
difeafe was at Bruffels; 1511 at Verona; 1525 in Germany ;
1531 and 1534.'111 France ; 15§39 1n Switzerland ; 1542 at
Breflaw 3 1550 at Bafil; between 1550 and 1553 it {pread
itfelf fucceflively over almoft all the habitable world ; 1559
it was in Holland ; 1563 it was in Germany, and again in
1566; 1564 in Savoy; 1566 and 1568 at Milan ; 1568 at
Paris; 1572 at Bafil; 1575 at Milan; 1576 at Venice ;
1580 at Marfeilles ; 1593 it was m Holland and the Low
Countries ; 1596 and 1597 in Germany ; 1603 it was again
in Holland, alfo in 1609, and in the latter year in Denmark ;
1618 at Bergen; 1619 in Denmark; 1622 at Amfterdam,
where it continued for eight years; 1623 it was at Mont-
pellier ; 1625 at Leyden, in Denmark, and in Germany ;
628 it was at Lyons ; 1629 and 1630 at Montpellier; 1631
at Dijon ; in 1630 it was befides in Denmark, and at Chrif-
tiana in Norway, and at Parma, Verona, and other parts of
Italy ;

(u) Hift. de la Soc. Roy. de Med. Vol. I. 188.

(u*) It may be proper to obferve, that the dates of the plague which are
here eollected, are none of them inferted without fome authority 3 though it
feemed unneceflary to multiply the notes by fo many diftinét references,

M
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Italy ; from 1635 to 1637 it was in the Netherlands, and the
latter year at Prague; in 1649 more than 200,000 perfons
are faid to have perithed by this difeafe in the fouthern pro-
vinces of Spain ; 1649 and 1650 it prevailed at Marfeilles ;
1650 it was alfo in Ireland; 1652 at Cracow ; 1653 in Po-
land, and Pruffia; 1654 at Copenhagen; 1655 at Amfter-
dam ; and in the courfe of the fame year, and the three fol-
lowing, it was in many places in the fouth of Europe ; 1660
it was in Scotland; 1663 and 1664 at Amfterdam, and Ham-
burgh; 1668 in Flanders; 1670 in Italy; 1679 at Vienna;
1680 at Leipfic; 1684 in Norway; 1685 at Leghorn. In
1622 the mortality by the plague at Amfterdam (at that
time equal to about one-third of London) was 4,000; in
1623, 6,000; 1n 1624, 12,000; in 1625, 6,800; in 1626,
4,400 ; in 1627, 4,000; in 1628, 4,500. Felix Platerus,
phyfician at Bafil, in Switzerland, about 1580, gives an ac-
count of feven different peftilential fevers which affli¢ted that
city in the fpace of feventy years. Thomas Bartholin men-
tions five that raged in Denmark in his time (1660). And
Foreftus relates that in his time (1570) the plague was fre-
quent at Cologn and Paris ; and refers the caufe to the mul-
titude of the inhabitants, and the naftinefs of the ftreets. In
the life of Erafmus we read ¢ ob peftilentiam multis annis
“ (Parifuis) perpetuam, fingulos annos redeundum erat in
“ patriam—tandem ubi totum annum faeviret peftis, coactus
“ eft Lovanium commigrare.”” By another account Paris is
faid to have been infefted eight times between the years

1480 and 1590: in 1607 two hofpitals of referve, St. Louis
I and
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and St. Anne, were ereéted on purpofe to receive patients in
times of the plague, or other great calamities. They were
opened on account of the plague in 1619, 1631, 1638, 1662,
and 1668, fince which that difeafe has been unknown there.
We are informed that about the fame time Paris was paved,
and the ftreets were widened, and the city began to be kept
cleaner fw). To the fame purpofe it is faid, in the Hiftoire
de la Societ¢ Royale de Medecine (année 1786, p. 215) * Il
« fuffit de fe rappeler, a ce fujet, ce grand nombre d’epide-~

€

mies defaftreufes et peftilentielles dont parlent nos hifto-
“ riens des derniers fiecles, et qui, n’etant dues qu’a la mal-
« propreté des habitations mal Zderées et des rues mal pavées,
“ ont difparu quand le gouvernement a confideré que ces

% objets ne devoient pas ¢chapper a {es regards, et meritoient

“ une part a fa folicitude.” In another place we read that
the city of Thouloufe “ morbis malignis {eepe vexabatur : fed
“ tandem (A.D. 1757) dilatatis urbis plateis et compitis,
“ purgatis quotannis {tercoribus, liberoque aéri tranfitu con-
¢ ceflo, a contagio hibera evafit urbs (x).”” Of the condition
of thefe two cities formerly, we may form fome judgment
by the following quotation from Diemerbroeck : “ Fetidiffi-
“ mam platearum, cloacarum, et fterquilinionum illuviem,
“ ad multorum morborum, et imprimis malignarum febrium
“ inductionem, ac pefliferi contagii propagationem, pluri-
“ mum facere, docet experientia: ficut de Parifiorum urbe

“ teftatur

(w) Rapport des Commiffaires chargés par 1’Académie de Vexamen du
projet d’un nouvel Hotel-Dieu, 1786,
(x) Linnzi Amznitates, Vol. IV,
M 2z
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« teftatur Palmarivs, et Quercetanus de urbe Tholofana.”
Likewife of Marfeilles, at the time of the laft plague, we are
told, ¢ la ville de Marfeille eft fort peuplée, & fort reflerree ;
¢ Jes maifons y font fort petites, &c. &c. [y /.

[INDEED mofl towns of any antiquity retain fome traces of
the fame kind. “ The moft ancient part of Madrid is neareft
“ to the river Manzanares, with narrow and contracted
“ ftreets, crooked lanes, and blind allies, like thofe fhll
¢ yifible in London, but more efpecially in Paris, where no
“ extenfive conflagration hath confumed the rude monuments
“ of art erected by the remote progenitors who inhabited the
¢ infant city (¥*).” Some cities of Europe, which from na-
tural or political caufes have been backward in adopting the
improvements of modern times, yet continue to exhibit a
more lively piéture of former manners. * Till within the
« Jaft two years Cracow was not wholly paved; and no-
“ thing can be fo execrable as the prefent paving, which
¢ fcarcely deferves the name. There is not a fingle lamp

[ o]

¢ in the place. No precautions are ufed to cleanfe the ftreets ;
“ which of courfe become infe€tious in fummer, and almofit
¢ impaffable in winter (aa/.”

IT cannot be fuppofed that this difeafe has worn itfelf out,
as feems to have been the cafe with fome others. For it

continues

(y) Traité de la Pefte, (y*) Townfend’s Spain.

(aa) Wraxall’'s Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, Drefden, Warfaw, and
Vienna, in the years 1777, 1778, and 1779,
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continues {till in Turkey at leaft as frequent as at any former
period ; and even in the eighteenth century has been feverely
felt in Poland, Hungary, and Pruffia, between 1702 and
1709 ; in Germany, Livonia, and Sweden, 1710; in Hol-
land, 1711 ; at Vienna, 1712, 1713, 1714 ; at Hamburgh
alfo, 1714 ; in the South of France, 1720; in Sicily, 1743
in Hungary, 1756 ; in Denmark, 1764 ; in Ruffia, 1771
and perhaps at Cadiz, 1800 *,

¥

It is obfervable, that at it’s firft breaking out, the difeafe has
never been known to be the plague. It has, moreover, very

generally been preceded by a fevere putrid fever. This at
leaflt we know to have been the cafe at Nimeguen () in

1635, in London /a) 1665, at Marfeilles (4) 1720, in Hol-
 ftein [c) 1764, at Mofcow (d) 1771. * Les medicins de
¢« Livourne confultés fur la nature de la maladie qui defolait

“ I'equipage

* T know not how far fome epidemical fevers of America deferve to be ranked
under this head. Such have been defcribed in Philadelphia 1699, 1741, 1747,
1762 ; in Virginia 1737, 1741, and 1778 ; four different times at Charleftown
in .South Carolina, viz. 1732, 1739, 1745, 1748; in New York 17913 in
Philadelphia 1793; in Baltimore 1794 ; at Norfolk in Virginia 1795; in New
York 1795, 1796, and 1798 ; and the latter year likewife very feverely in Phi-
ladelphia; and again in Baltimore 180c. The mortality, in proportion to the
number of inhabitants, appears in fome inftances to have equalled what the
fevereft plagues have occafioned in Europe; and there is realon to believe the
fame want of attention to cleanlincfs, and pure air, may have been a principal
caufe of both difeafes. See A fhort Account of the Plague in Philadelphiay by
M, Carey, 1794, Allo Weld's Travels in America.

(z) Diemerbroeck, (a) Sydenham.
(4) Traitg¢ de la Pefte, (¢) Waldlchmidt, (d) Mertens.
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“ |'equipage du vaifleau auquel on attribua la naiffance de Ia
“ pefle de Marfeille, le regarderent unanimement comme une
¢ {imple fievre maligne (¢). Of this preceding fever at Mar-
feilles it is faid, * on obferva dans le cours de ces fievres, des
“ bubons, des charbons, des parotides: des morts fubites
“ avoient deja annoncé quelque changement fingulier dans les
“ corps, ou dans les faifons.” Wald{chmidt, whe had before
obferved, ¢ folent plerumque peftis contagivm pracedere
“ morb1 ali, febres mali moris, et peftilentiales,” tells us,
thefe difeafes then deferve the name of plague, “ quando
“ plures communi aura et mutuo commercio fruentes fimul
* xgrotant, & plerique moriuntur : quod fi accedant fumma
“ virium proftratio, bubones, carbunculi, vibices, petechiz,
“ tunc demum certi effe poflumus de luis prefentia.”  Die-
merbroeck, among the figns which frequently precede the
plague, enumerates * morb1 epidemii mali moris, dyfenterize
% valde maligne et contagiofe, et imprimis febres putride
% maiignifﬁm&, et purpuratz, plurimifque lethales.” He
moreover mentions particularly the gradual progrefs of thefe
fevers into the true plague; ¢ praxzdita febris peftilens, in-
“ dies majora incrementa fumens, magis magifque in pejus
* mutabatur, donec tandem in apertiffimam peftem tranfiret.”
In like manner Morton, fpeaking of the poifon that pro-
duced the remittent fever, which he defcribes to have been
prevalent in London for fome years previous to 1665, fays,
“ Venenum fefe recolligens, et mirum in modum auétum,
“ hanc oweyn in pefltem funeftifimam et diriffimam inopi-

¢ nato

(¢) Preface to Mem. de la Soc. Roy. de Medicine,
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« pato mutavit.” And as the plague originally blazes forth
from the embers of malignant difeafes ; fo at it’s termination
it feems again to fubfide into them. * Febres qua anno pofl
¢ graviorem peftem uno aut altero paflim graffantur, pefti-
& lentes efle folent; et licet aliquibus vera peftis notis def-
« titute, tamen ejufdem naturam ac indolem quam pluri-
« mum referunt, nec non confimilem medendi rationem {ibi
“ vindicant (/).” Sir John Pringle bhas likewife related,
upon the authority of Dr. Mackenzie, who refided thirty
years at Conftantinople, that the annual peftilential fever of
that place, which very much refembles that of our jails and
crowded hofpitals, is only called the plague when attended
with buboes and carbuncles /g/. In Syria alfo in the winter,
and early in the fpring, the charaéteriftic eruptions are often
wanting (4). At Mofcow, a putrid fever had been epidemic
for three years preceding the plague; but as foon as the
plague broke out, the fever ceafed /7/: which is agreeable
to the obfervations made at all times upon this difeafe.

It is from confiderations like thefe, and from the fimilarity
of the circumftances under which both difeafes are found to
prevail, that the plagne has been thought to be nothing more
than a high degree of putrid fever. Sydenham himfelf,
{peaking of the ¢ febris maligna® which ufhered in the
plague of 16635, fays, * Cum ipfiflima pefte {pecie convenit,
¢ nec ab ea nifi ob gradum remiffiorem difcriminatur.”  In
the

(f) Sydenham, (z) Army Difeafes,
(%) Ruflel on the Plague, (1) Mertens.
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the fame manner Rothman, in his account of the plague at
Stockholm in 1710, obferves, *“ Febris ardentis (7 e. maligne)
¢ paturam et proprietates rite qui noverit, huic et ipfa peftis,
«“ utpote gradu tantum ab hac differens, ignota non erit.”
And it 1s worthy of notice, how, according to the bills of
mortality, the article of fever in general, but efpecially the
fpotted fever, always increafed and decreafed along with the
plague, Of the latter there never died more than four in a
weck before the plague began ; but afterwards the number
frequently exceeded an hundred: nor was this by any
means peculiar to London. Diemerbroeck relates the fame
of the plague in the Netherlands ; and Gockelius is quoted
by Dr. Browne as Ubﬁ:rviﬁg, that fome foldiers, i'etumiug
from Hungary in 1665, {pread the infeétion of the plague
about Ulm and Augfburg, where he then lived, ¢ and befides
¢ the plague, they brought along with them the Hungarian
“ and other malignant fevers, which diffufed themfelves
¢“ around the neighbourhood, whereof many died.” And
more particularly Beerwinckel, who was a phyfician at Ham-
burg during the plague in the year 1714, “ Sepiffime in cura
“ peftis obfervavimus febres petechiales in peftem, atque
¢ hanc in illas tandem degenerafle ; & fi bubones retrocefie-
“ rint, febrem petechialem fere ordinarie ortam fuiffe. Hinc
¢ colligo, materiam bubonum et harum petechiarum, fi non
“ ynam eandemque, parum tamen differentem fuiffe.”
There is reafon therefore to fufpet either that this fever
muft have been the {fame with the true plague, or that the
plague often paffed under the name of malignant fever.

M. Defgenettes,
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M. Defgenettes, the principal phyfician wlio #attended Bona-
parte’s army in the late expedition to IEgypt, fays of the
plague, “ Qu’il n’a pu, malgré les renfeignements nombreux
“ qu'il a cherchés, en obtenir une hiftoire fatisfaifante ; il
“ g'eft aufli appercu que I'on confond generalement dans le
“ pays toutes les fievres peftilentielles, qui font tres varices,
¢“ et forment un genre, avec la pefte proprement dite,
“ qui eft une efpece bien circonfpecte /7). The difference
between them feems to confilt in this; that the one is
more infectious, 1s generally attended with buboes and
carbuncles, is quicker in it’s progrefs, and is more fre-
quently fatal. But it muft be obferved, that this diftinétion 1s
applicable only to the general courfe of each difeafe, not to
particular cafes 3 for there fland recorded inftances of other
fevers which have {feemed even in thefe refpects to fall little
thort of the true plague. Diemerbroeck confeffes there is no
pathognomonic fign of the plague; for that buboes and
plague fores, which have by fome been confidered as fuch, are
{fometimes met with in other difeafes, and are at other times
wanting in this. Accordingly his defcription of the figna
“ & {ymptomata peftem comitantia,” is agreeable to what
we are yet well acquanted with in the jail fever. Beer-
winckel defcribes the appearance of the plague at Hamburgh
in 1714 in the fame manner; yet that this difeafe was the
true plague, is very evident from the defcription he after-
‘wards gives of the buboes, and carbuncles, and other tokens.
Rothman, in his hiftory of the plague at Stockholm in 1 710,

acain
(7) Mem. fur i’Eg}rptc. x

N
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again confirms®he fame account, and concludes “ dari autem
“ revera peftem fine bubone, carbunculo, macula, &c. non

1

“ eft quod quis dubitet.” In Jofeph Browne’s Treatife of the
plague are likewife enumerated * the fpecial figns of perfons
¢ infected with the plague according to Ludovicus Gardinius
¢ and Eberhardus Gockelius 3 which contain nothing more
than is common to all putrid fevers : there is even no men-
tion made of buboes or. carbuncles, till you come to the fuc-
ceeding chapter upon  the figns after death.” Of the great
plague in London it was faid, * the pratitioners in phyfic
“ {tand amazed to meet with fo many various fymptoms
* which they find among their patients; one week the ge-
« neral diftempers are blotches and boils ; the next week as
« clean fkinned as may be; but death {pares neither: one
* week full of {pots and tokens, and perhaps the fucceeding

“ bill none at all /£).”

In the directions publithed by the College of Phyficians
refpeéting the plague of 1665, the following defcription is:
given of the different eruptions, which ufed to diftinguifh the
difeafe at that time :

¢ Directions for the Searchers.

“ 1. THEY are to take notice whether there be any

“ fwellings, rifings, or botch, under the ear, about the neck

* on either fide, or under the armpits of either fide, or the

“ groins ;

(#) Extra& of a Letter from John Tillifon, Sept. 14, 1665, to Dr. Sancroft
preferved in the Britith Mufeum, Vol. 378s.
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groins 3 and of it’s hardnefs, and whether broken, or uns

broken.

« 2, WHETHER there be any blains, which may arife in
any part of the body in the form of a blifter, much bigger
than the {mall pox, of a ftraw colour, or livid colour,
which latter is the worfer : either of them hath a reddifh
circuit fomething {wollen round about it, which circuit
remains after the blifter is broken, encompaffing the

fore.

“ 3. WHETHER there be any carbuncle, which is fome-
thing like the blain, but more fiery and corrofive, eafily
eating deep into the fleth, and fometimes having a black
cruft upon it, but always encompafled about with a fiery
red, or livid, flat and hard tumour, about a finger breadth
more or lefs : this and the blain may appear in any part of
the body.

“ 4. WHETHER there be any tokens, which are fpots
arifing upon the fkin, chiefly about the breaft and back,
but fometimes alfo in other parts: their colour is fomes
thing various, fometimes more reddifh, fometimes inclining
a little toward a faint bLlue; and {fometimes brownifh
mixed with blue ; the red ones have often a purple circle
about them, the brownifh a reddifh.”

ON the other hand, Morton, who muft have been well

acquainted with both difeafes, fays of the common autumnal

fevers, “ nonnunquam in primo infultu malignae extiterunt,

e

parotidibus, bubonibus, authracibus, caeterifque ma'izni-
N 2 “ tatis



“ tatis indiciis notat®.” He afterwards diftinguithes thefe
from the plague, by their not being fo readily propagated by
contagion. Dr. Mead obferved of thofe who with difficulty
efcaped from fome of the worll forts of the {mall pox, * hi
“ omnes, quod memorabile eft, {ub finem morbi grave aliquid
“ palli funt; nam aut furunculis frequentibus in corpore
“ obortis, aut tumoribus in glandulis fub auribus et axillis
“ qui @gre fuppurarent, excruciabantur;”’ and Dr. Freind,
{peaking of a bad fever which fpread on board the ficet
in the year 1705, fays, “ in perpaucis parotides, aut abfce{-
“ fus circa inquen 'orti morbum folverunt (4£).”” Sir John
Pringle likewife takes notice, that when the courfe of the
jail fever is long, it {fometimes terminates in fuppurations
of the parotid. ¢ I remember,” fays he, ¢ one inftance of a
“ {welling of this kind on both fides, without any previous
“ indifpofition, when the perfon not fufpeéting the caufe, and
“ applying difcutient cataplaims, was, upon the tumour’s {ub-
“ fiding, feized with the hofpital fever, which was then fre-
“ quent.” Dr. Lind alfo obferves, ¢ We have, though but
“ rarely, feen in very violent infe¢tions a fwelling of the pa-
“ rotid glands, which for the moft part was unattended with
“ a fever; notwithftanding that, fuch as were in this
“ manner {eized, commonly died.” He adds, “I had reafon
“ to fee at Winchefter many of the French prifoners, who
“ were infefted with a fever of a very malignant kind, at-

¢ tended with buboes in the groin and armpits, and other

[

-

peftilential {ymptoms.” Dr. Donald Monro likewife met
with

(kk) De Febr, Comm. 2.
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with many examples of parotids towards: the decline of the
malignant fever, and in three patients faw critical {wellings
of the groin (/). Dut a more {triking example than any of
thefe is related by Sir Johu Pringle, which indeed fhews
that the jail fever under circuinftances favourable to it’s pro-
grefs, may vie with the plague itfelf in contagion and ma-
lignity. “ The fick from the army hofpitals being ordered
“ to remove from Germany to Flanders, they were em-
¢ barked in bilanders, to be carried to Ghent. During the
¢ yoyage the fever having acquired new force by the con-
“ finement of the air, by the mortifications, and other putrid
“ effluvia, it became fo virulent, that above half the number
¢ died in the boats, and many of the remainder foon after
“ their arrival. It’s refemblance to the plague was further
“ evinced by this memorable incident: a parcel of old tents
“ being fent on board the fame bilanders with the men,
“ were ufed by them for bedding : thefe tents, in order to
“ be refitted, were put into the hands of a tradefman at
“ Ghent, who having employed twenty-three Flemifth jour-
“ neymen about the work, loft feventeen of them by the dif-

“ temper, though they had no other communication with.
' the infetted.”

INn many refpets then there muft be allowed to fubfift a
ftrong refemblance between thefe difeafes. The authors of
the Traité de la Pefle declare, “ Nous pouvons méme avancer
“ hardiment, qu'on y reconnaitra facilement le caractere des

“ fievres:
(£) Monro’s Military Hofpital.
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% fievres malignes les plus ordinaires; du moins leur rapi-
“ dité & quelques accidens feront les feules chofes qui diftin-
“ gueront ces fievres de la pefte.” Their afﬁnity may per-
haps be compared to that which a common ague bears to the
remittent fever., And if an accumulation of the caufes of
putrid fevers cannot produce a plague; at leaft it feems ca-
pable of producing a predifpofition to it, where the leaven of
the plague, however introduced, prefently exalts the reign-
ing fever into it’s own nature ; fuperadding it’s proper cha-
racteriftic {ymptoms to {fuch as are common to both difeafes.
Conformably to this notion, Diemerbroeck takes notice, « Si
“ quifquam alio quodam morbo corriperetur, intra viginti
« quatuor horas peftis illi morbo adjungebatur, ita ut toto
“ anno vix ullus morbus pefte incomitatus vifus fuerit.” We
have aflurances that {fome complaints have in this manner
been engrafted as it were upon the ftock of previous difeafes.
< In autumn 1757, feveral foldiers were brought into the
“ hofpital at Port{mouth with a diforder compounded of the
“ autumnal and jail fever : for when thofe men, upon being
“ feized with the common fever of the feafon, were con-
“ fined to the holds of the crowded traniports, their diftemper
¢ affumed that form (/m).” So upon admitting into an hof-
pital one perfon with a flux, feveral other patients in the
fame ward have had this {ymptom added to their other
complaints (z). And Dr. Blane has obferved generally, that,
{fuppofing a thip’s company be predifpofed to acute diftem-
pers, and one man or more ill of a dyfentery be brought on

| board,

(m) Pringle’s Army Difeafes, (#) Lind on Fever and Infection,
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board, this will become the prevailing difeafe /o). Syden-
ham’s works abound with inftances of the fame kind : as,
where he is fpeaking of an epidemical cough, “ Veruntamen
“ gualifcunque fuerit febris ftationaria, que illum annum
“ funeftat, atque per id temporis dominatur, nova hac febris
¢ ftatim in ejus nomen ac familiam adoptatur, ejufdem
“ ubique genio obfequens, licet fymptomata quadam adhuc

“ retineat, a tuffi, quam habuit parentem, pendentia.”

WEe have thewn then, that the f{treets of London were
formerly very clofe, and dirty, and the houfes within very
flovenly : we have fhewn alfo in a former part of this
effay (), that the inhabitants. lived crowded together, pro-
bably not lefs than twice as many in the fame fpace they
occupy at prefent. By pointing out the difeafes which pre-
vailed in thofe times, we have thewn what influence this
ftate of things appears to have had upon the health of the
people ; and how the effet, and the caufe, have declined to-
gether : we have fhewn from the teftimony of “eye-witneffes:
how nearly the plague is allied to thefe other difeafes; how
common it was at the fame time with them; and how it
has alfo difappeared with them : we have fhewn morcover,
that the prefence of infettious matter is not alone fufficient to
make the difeafe epidemical ; but that fome concurrent ftate
of the air, and of the human body, is likewife neceffary. I
flatter myfelf therefore we fhall be juftified in drau.'ing: this
3 conclufion : that our long exemption from the plague, is not

{o
(¢) Difcafes of Seamen, (p) Page 66,
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fo much to be attributed to any accidental abfence of its
exciting caufes, as to our own change of manners, our love
of cleanlinefs, and ventilation, which have produced amongft
us, I do not fay an incapability, but a great unaptnefs, any
longer to receive it.

FINIS.

Printed by Luke Hanfard,
Great Tumntile, Lincoln's-Inn Fields,
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