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A VINDICATION
OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,
&e.

—-
- -

THESE remarks owe their origin to a paper
published in the  Pamphleteer,” for May, 1814,
<« under the title of ¢ Observations on Medical
«“ Reform, by a Member of the University of Ox-
« ford,”” and which has just fallen under the obser-
vation of the Author.

The Oxonian commences by saying, < it might
* naturally have been expected that the morbid
““ tendency of the present generation to reform,
«« would have receivedsuch a check from the dread-
¥ ful examples that have exhibited themselves, in
““ many situations, as at least to deter the prudent
“ from dangerous attempts. Those examples, 1t 1s
< {rue, have been chiefly displayed by political
« reformers, they have run their course, their day
““ is past, and most of them have experienced the
“lot they deserved. There 1s, however, a sign of
“the times, a portentous contempt of the great
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“ Rill or Act, was hissed out of the House of Par-
« liament last year, (1813.”)*

As one assertion is as good as another, I assert,
that the medical reformers evinced no insolence,
unless a manly and independent spirit be inso-
lence; many of them were feelingly alive to
their wrongs, and sought redress, “ even a worm
will turn when trod upon.”

In order, that reformers may not in future,
have the plea of ignorance; the Oxonian here
gives an account of the establishment of the
Royal College of Physicians of London, and"
the end that was proposed to be answered by it :-
he further states, that the College was to consist
of Doctors of Physic of Oxford agd Cambridge,
who had regularly taken their degrees, and upon
due examination, were found qualified ;  in or-
““ der that a fit body of men might never be want-
« ed for executing these beneficial regulations,”
(1. e. those enjoined the College, by their charter.)

The author of the observations, speaking of
the examination of a Candidate before the Royal -
College, says, “ this examination is perhaps one -

* Vide the papers published on the subject of « Medical
 Reform.”
B2
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{ioned, obtained their medical knowledge at
cither Oxford or Cambridge? He knows full .
well, (whatever he may wish the public to be-
lieve,) that they neither could, or did obtain
their knowledge of medicine, at either of these
Universities, as they neither are, or have been,
schools of medicine. :

The streams that actually replenish the College
of Physicians with Fellows, are the London Hos-
pitals, for to them do the young gentlemen resort,
who afterwards graduate, at either Oxford or
Cambridge ; well aware, that the University
which afterwards is to confer the degree of Doc-
tor upon them, cannot teach the science, the
highest honors of which, it so pompously con-
fers. 'The truth is, that at our English Univer-
sities, the medical lectures are very few in num-
ber, their subjects treated very diffusely; in fact,
they are mere popular lectures, and there are no
opportunities for anatomical dissection ; indeed,
any hospital in the Kingdom is as good a schoo}
of medicine, as either of the English Seminaries.
Here then a reform is most sadly wanted. Ei-
ther let them put themselves on an equality, as to
means of medical instruction, with those North
of the Tweed, especially Edinburgh and Glas-
gow, or let them not insolently domineer over
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of Parliament to elect a Committee of their body
to license and inspect the Madhouses, in London
and its neighbourhood; they arelikewise empower.
ed to frame a Pharmacopeia, which is ordered by
Government, to be thestandard by which all medi-
cines are to be prepared, which are vended by
Apothecaries, in England and Wales.” Now, as
the Pharmacopeias of 1809 and 1815, are uni-
versally allowed by the [Jrﬁfﬂséidn to be extremely
imperfect, might not some reform be reasonably
introduced into this chartered body, especially
“asthe proper composition of medicines, is of such
vast and serious importance to the public ?

The Oxonian says, “ and here let me ask the
“ reformers from what purer source, or on what
“ better principle they would improve the system
“of discriminating those practitioners who should
““belicensed, and those who should be restrained.”
—1I will take the liberty of pointing out a purep
source, ’

Let them admit all Doctors of Physic of the
British Universities, who have studied a number
of years at the University at which they have
taken their Doctor’s Degree, after having satis-
factorily passed a full, fair, and strict examination,
of their classical and medical acquirements; to
the station of Fellow and all its privileges, with
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bred, provided they are properly qualified to
exercise their profession ; which, after all, must be
allowed the only requisite. One great desider-
atum in medicine, a general I;harmar.'ﬂpeia, for
the United Kingdom and Colonies, might be
accomplished, by admitting all Physicians, hav-
ing regularly studied at their respective Uniyer=
sities, after approval by the College to the sta-
tion of Fellows; a rEgulatmn which would not
produce any inferiority in point of excellence in
their next Pharmaeepc;a, compared with 1]1_,e_1r.'
two last. It may be proper in th_is_-pl"n;ie io
mention, that all dissenters ftom the established
Church, are prevented from taking degrees, aft
either Oxford or Cambridge ; cnnsequenﬂy, no
one but a member of the Church of. Englaud
can become a Fellow of the College in Warwick-,
lane. This is a strictness of rule, not adopted,
by at least, some ﬂf the Catholic Universities ;

for it was very common for English Protestants
to study medicine, and graduate at some Foreign
Catholic University, as Louvain, or Padua, be-
fore Edinburgh became celebrated for the study
of Physic ; for instance, the immortal Harvey,

botany and anatomy at the latter end of the seventeenth cen-
tury, between the years 1685, and 1700, and the chemical
chair in 1720, Vide Eneyclopedia Britannica, Article Edin-
burgh, and the Oxford, and Cambridge Calendars.

C
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constitutional character, and station of the Phy-
sician, and then proceeds to mention the length
of time requisite, and the different degrees to be
taken, previously to that of M. D. at the English
seats of learning, but he forgets to inform his read-
ers, that the time requisite, before a Candidate can
obtain the degree of M, D. is not all, or nearly
all, spentat College, there being many vacations
- in the course of the year, and, that even the
keeping of many of the Terms, enjoined by the
regulations of the University, are dispensed with
to the Medical Students, in order, that they may
acquire their Medical knowledge, by attendance
at Hospitals, Dissections, &c, in London. There
is, to besure, a Hospital in Oxford, and one very
small one in Cambridge, but there is no regular
full course of Anatomical Lectures delivered in
either University, nor any regular Anatomical
demonstrations, and it is a very rare circumstance,
for a Student to he found witha scalpel and forceps
in his hands. The author of the *“ Observations,”
omits all mention of the course of medical in-
struction pursued at the English Seminaries, and
for this reason, he knows, that it will not bear
eriticism. After speaking in terms of commen-
dation, upon the residence required and the cau-
tion used, in conferring the degree of M. D, at
Oxford and Cambridge, he says,  and hence
C2?
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Fur]:iu‘st-s, an University, and even more deserv-
ing the name, than either Oxford or Cambridge ;
our great lexicographer, and illustrious and im-
mortal countryman, gives this definition of it. <A
““School where all the arts and faculties are stu-
“ died.” wa, if he will look at the Oxford and
Cambndge Calendars, and at the article Uni-
““ versity of Edmhurgh in the Court Calendar
for 1815, he will find, that there are a oreater
number of me'essnrs actually lecturing at’
Edmburgh than at either of our English Semi-
naries, for the yhole of those at Edmburgh regu-
larly lecture whilst several of those at Oxford
and Cambndge do not.* Still, 1{" he considers
the being fnundﬂd or patronized hy a Sovereign,
as an essential i in the constitution of an Univer-
sity, I might inform him, that the University af
Edinburgh was founded by Robert Reid, Bishop
of Orkney, in the year 1581, anc"_a James the
Sixth of the name, of Scotland, and the First of

* Perhaps it may be here objected, that at Oxford and
Cambridge the business of instruction is not so much con-
fided to the Professors, as to the Tutors of thF respective Col-
leges, and that the former are rather expected to advance the
progress of their particular branches of science or literature,
than to instruct the Students ; but as the Tutors are entircl.f
ignorant of Medicine, and consequently do mot attempt to
ieach it, the Medical Students, at the English Seminaries,
cannot possibly deriye the smallest advantage from them.
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same time'; there are no Fellowships, either
ecclesiastical or lay, and 1 believe, no livings,
in the gift of the University; but there ara
bursaries or scholarships, of small amount, appro-
priated chiefly, if not Euiﬁij, to the Divinity.
Students, Y. S ,

He might, withas much justice and proprietyr
have asserted, that there are no Universities in’
Europe, except Oxford, Cambridge, and Dubling
beeause, no one forsooth, except perhaps, Sala-
manca, is so richly endowed ; but endowment,
according to Doctor Johnson, himself an Oxford
man, is not a necessary ingredient, in the consti-
tution of an University, as it has no! plane
whatever, in his definition. )}

But to return to page 6, of the observations,
he says, < In the School of Edinburgh; for it is
“ mis-called an University, the teaching is ele-
“ mentary, adapted to the understanding of those,
“ who have had little previous instruction : and
“ indeed, whoever has sat among the rabble, at-
“ tending the Anatomy class, or has seen the
5 ciﬁases, as they are called, let loose from the
 several lectures of ‘the College of Edinburgh,
“¢ must instantly be aware of the necessity of the
““ instruction being placed upon+this footing.”
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medical department of the University are ele-
mentary ? ~ Why does he not compare the medi-
cal lectures at Edinburgh with those at Oxford
4nd Cambridge ?—Every medical man can give
the reason. ; s

The Students attending the lectures of the
Professors of Greek and Latin, (or as the
latter is there called, Humanity), are youngest
in point of age, but they are obliged to pos-
sess some knowledge of Greek and Latin, be-
fore they are watriculated at the Univer-
sity. If it is the dress of the Students that
is offensive, it must still offend, as neither he, or
any body else has the power of altering it, except
the Senate of the University, to which body, I
recommend him to apply. It is very difficult to
please a pampered appetite ; but as epicures are
generally charmed by variety, this gentleman’s
must be extremely depraved, as certainly éverysort
of dress is observable amongst the students ; many
whose circumstances can afford it, dress hand-
somely and elegantly, (for here are educated, 'as
well as at Oxford and Cambridge, the sons of the
Noblesand mighty Commoners of the land ), most,
respectably, and some, asis the case in all large
assemblies of people, shabbily. Is there no gown
in Oxford and Cambridge that conceals shabby
clothes ? Though the discipline is lax, there are as

D
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few disturbances amongst the Students as at eithey
of the English Seminaries. During the Session
of 1815 and 1816, there were at least 2000 Stu-
‘dents AcTUALLY ATTENDING THE UNIVERsITY. Had
this Gentleman conversed withany of the “rabble,”
I dare say, he would have found some of them, as
well educated as himself; and he might have learnt,
that a shabby coat does not, in Scotland, (owing
to the general diffusion of learning) always cover
an ignorant person. The Panegyrist of our
English Universities says, speaking of Edin-
burgh, “ In three years, the medical education
‘“ 1s finished, or may be completed by graduation,
““ the title of Doctor of Medicine, (a title by the
“ bye without any settled rank, or without any
“ of those privileges conferred by the English
“ University degree,) is granted to the young
¢« Candidate, on his publishing a Eatin Thesis,
‘¢ and he 1s sent out with this fragment of Edu-
“ cation, to practise as a Physician, wherever
‘“ he can get practice.” Does he mean to insi-
nuate that the degree of M. D. is conferred as
a matter of cours¢, aftcr the Candidate has stu-
died three years ? That is not the case, for at
the end of that peried the Candidate has to un-
dergo several strict examinations, as to his me-
dical acquirements, in Latin, in private, and to
write four papers in Latin, upon medical sub-
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jects, chosen by the Professors, these examina«
tious being undergone, and the papers written
to the satisfaction of the medical Professors, he
is then allowed to defend his Thesis, (which must
have been previously inspected and approved,)
on the day of public graduation. This is, shortly,
the routine of medical study at Edinburgh ;
previous to the conferring the degree of M D.
and let me observe, medical study, at the Lon-
don Hospitals, counts as nothing here ; but
that I may not commit any error, I will insert the
“ Statuta Solennia” of the University, upon thig
subject. :

D2
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dicine Professorum tradat DISSERTATIONE:M
MEDICAM INAUGURALEM, 2 seipso compositam,
ut Professor eam perlegat, si opus fuerit emen-
det, et perlecte seriptam suam testificationem,
notato simul die quo eanden_l_accepemt, appo-
nat.

IV,

Tuwm, ad vel ante diem X X" mensis Aprilis
vel Julii Medicinz Honores ambiens {:bnsilium
suum cum facultatis Medice Decano commu-
nicet, et simul Dissertationem suam inaugura-
lem (adjectd Professoris qui perlegerat testifi-
catione) illi tradat, Facultatis Medica judicio
subjiciendam.

_ V.

PosTeEA Quastio a Facultate Medica, vel
vivd voce, vel seripto habenda est, ut nemo nisi
literarum et Medicin® scientia probé imbutus,
Candidatorum numero adscribatur,

VI. e
Dre XVIIIve mensis Maii vel VI Augusti,
Candidatus, coram Facultate Medic4, i duo-
bus Professoribus interrogatus, progressum
suum 1R VARIIS DISCIPLINIS MEDICIS, suprd
enumeratis, ulterius ostendat,
VII.
Caxpiparo hactenus probato proponatur, ab
aliquo Professorum, unus ex apnorismis Hip-
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POCRATIs ; et simul, ab alio Professore, Quss-
TIO MEDICA ; quorum priorem a se ipso expli-
catum et Commentario illustratum ; posterio-
rem, una cum Responsione idoneis argumentis
confirmata, die XXVIII* mensis Maii vel
XVI™ Augusti, Professoribus proponentibug
Candidatus reddat ; suumque demum Commen-
tarium et Responsionem, XXX»° die mensis
Man vel XVIII® Augusti, coram Facultate
Medica defendat.

VIII.

S1, his rité peractis, Candidatus promoveri
merebitur, illi tradantur, a duobus Professor-
ibus, DUE MORBORUM HISTORLE, Cum QUES-
TIONIBUS SUBJUNcCTIS, ut, scriptwmd, illas illu-
stret, his commoda Responsa reddat; tum
Historias ita illustratas, und cum Responsis’
suis, die X II™® mensis Junii vel I Septembris,
Professoribus proponentibus tradat, atque eas-
dem, die XV™ Junii vel III™® Septembris,
coram Facultate MedicA defendat,

IX.

CANDIDATO, si, post primum periculum, die
XVIII¥ mensis Maii vel VI™ Augusti, fac-
tum, probatus fuerit, Dissertationem suam in-
_:auguralem prelo subjicere liceat, cujus accurate
excuse sex exemplaria, pagind verd titulum et
Academiz auctoritatems preeferente carentia,
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#acuitatis Medica Decano, X V*° mensis Janii
vel [II7° Septembris, tradat.
: X.

St Candidatus, Disserfatione jam excusi,
tertid a Medicine Facultate fuerit probatus,
ejusdem Facultatis Decanus omnia qua gesta
fuerint sENATUI AcADEMICO renunciabit ; cujus
approbatione et auctoritate Candidatus Disser-
tationem suam edere; eandemqne in Comitiis
Academicis, diebus antea statutis, XXIV™
nempé Junii vel XII*° Septembris, defendere
jubeatur ¢ Tum, si Senatui placuerit, laboris
tandem et studiorum premium, summos in
Medicind Honores, crRADUM nempé DOCTORA-
LEM, more solenni, consequatur.

XL

Facvrras Medica, quo major sit horum
omnium solennitas, semper intra Academia
pomeria, Hord Non4 ante meridiem, diebus
supradictis, conveniet. Et si quis Candidatus,
sine gravi causa, hor4 abfuerit statuta, occa-
sione neglect4, eihac vice, vel ad ulteriora pe-
ricula progredi, vel Gradum Doctoralem asse-
qui, non licebit.

XII.

EXERcITATIONES omnes anteadicte, Lingud

Latind peragantur.”

Data Edinburgi, in Acad. Juc. Reg.
Anno Salutis Hymang M.uccc.:."g }
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present, but it remains still undecided, whether
the privilege of killing game he possessed by a.
Doector of P—'hysiﬁ of Oxford er Cambridge,
by virtue of his degree; ornot ; therefore the
judgment in this ease, cannot be said to draw.
a line of distinction between a Seofch and
English degree, either as to tlus sort of q.u,qh-.
fication or as to rank. vty il

Neither does the decision of the Cbunt' in
this case prove, that an M. D. of a Scotch
University, is not to all possible intents and
purposes for which he was educated, a Doctor
of Physicin England. It may do this and this
only, it may possibly in future, prevent his kﬂ!iﬂg‘
game unless otherwise quah,'ﬁeff. Is there to be
found in this empire, a single person so ena-
moured of the ¢ luxury of the law,” as to
prosecute any M. D. of an University, North
of the Tweed, for practising Physic in any
part of England, except London and its neigh-
bourhood, on the ground of his net being
qualified 7 Assuredly the will has not heen
wanting so to hayve done, had there been a
Statute, on the authority of which, a prose-
cution could have been commenced.

- ““ And oftentimes does the young Gentle-

“man, after he has been buffetted about
’ E
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*“ in the world, become a very useful member
“ of society, and sometimes the foundation of
“ characters of the greatest eminence has been
“laid in this imperfect education.” Really,
this is too bad from the eulogist of an Univer-
sify, which does not teach the science of Me-
dicine. If young men, from the College of Edin-
burgh, or any other University, in the course
of a profession they have embraced, are buffet-
ed about in the world, is it any disgrace 7 No !
it proves this, that such persons are active
members of the body politic, and not indolent,
useless beings. As to the latter part of the
sentence, I may observe, that if eminent me-
dical characters are not produced at Edinburgh
and Glasgow, there will be scarcely any found
in the Kingdom, educated at any other place,
as the average number of degrees of M. D. at

both Oxford and Cambridge is scarcely one in
a J"EH.IT.

« It is not to decry the School of Edin-
¢ burgh that I make this comparison, but
““ to place the truth in a preper point of view.
“ Even in its imperfect form, that School is
“ highly useful, and even necessary, to the em~
¢ pire at present. London has more anatomi-
“ cal advantages and better chirurgical means
“ of instruction than Edinburgh ; but it wants
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«{he same show of a sanction, though I be-
““lieve degrees conferred by the different Phy-
“sicians of the hospitals of London, would be
“equally legal. Such schools, in the present
« extended scale of colonization, and martial
“temper of the empire, are become absolutely
““requisite. "—It appears to me, that the Gen-
tleman has done his utmost to decry Edinburgh;:
as a seminary of learning, but he may rest
assured, that any flippant remarks of his, will
not produce the effect he evidently aims at;
and any observations from a rival Unwersﬂy
will always be subject to suspicion.

¢

As to the imperfect form of the “School of
- Edinburgh” as he maliciously terms it, itis
in such repute, whether imperfect or not, that
it is resorted to, in time of peace, by men from
all the European Nations, from every Island
in the West Indies, and from every State of
North America. The anatomical advantages
possessed by Edinburgh, are sufficiently great,
and more than requisite to refute any calumnies
on this head* ; I willingly agree, in the opinion,

-
il

* Doctor Barclay, though not a professor in the Uni-
versity, is highly eminent as a Lecturer on Anatomy, and
probably, at this day, the most correct and minute anatomist
in Europe.
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that London is as good a school for Surgeons
as Edinburgh. As to degrees conferred by the
Physicians to the London Hospitals, being
equally legal, with those granted at Edinbuigh,
I believe no man in his senses would venture to
practise under the sanction of such a degree*. It
may be amusing to the medical man, to see an
account of some of the lectures in the depart-
ment of Medicine, given at the English Uni-
versities, then he will be able to judge for
himself, how far such a mode of instruction
will go, in educating a Physician.

The following extracts are taken from the
¢ Cambridge University Calendar,” for 1805,
published by Deighton, Cambridge.

* Surely the author of the paper in question forgets, that
several of the Physicians to the London Hospitals and of
the Medical Lecturers are graduales of Edinburgh; conse-
quently, it is to these men, as well as to others, that Stu-
dents who graduate afterwards at Oxford and Cambridge
resort, to obtain their medical knowledge, and which is not
to be obtained at either of those Universities. As he does
not think the University of Edinburgh competent to grant
degrees, whr:.r should he think graduates of Edinburgh com-
petent? In what essential, in the constitution of an Univer-
sity, is Edinburgh deficient? He has asserted, it is “mis-
“called an University,” but he does not condescend tp
prove that it is not one, Perhaps, even he, may entertain a
different opinion, after having perused the Charter, Vide
Appendix, No. 1.
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“ Professor Harwood’s Lectures,” vide p. 87,

“ The anatomical lectures are calculated for
“ the purpose of conveying general instruction
““ to the Student, and are not confined to any
< particular profession. The Professor deli-
« vers annually, a course of lectures on Com-
“ parative Anatomy and Physiology ; in which,
““ the structure and animal economy of qua-
“ drupeds, birds, fishes, and amphibia are
“ investigated ; theseveral organs which comn-
« stitute the animals of the different classes,
“ compared with each other, and with those
“ of the human body ; the most striking ana-
“ logies pointed out, and remarkable varieties
“accounted for, from the natural history of
““ the animals belonging to cach class. Patho-
““ logical remarks, on the diseases to which man
““ and other animals are liable, are introduced,
“ with observations on the nat'u_re_ a;id Eﬁ'ﬂ,ﬂt,&i
“ of the medicines usually employed for their
“ removal. 'The anatomia medico-forensis, to-
“ gether with the effects of various poisons,
““and also of suspended animation, and the
““ recovery of drowned persons, occupy ashare
““ of these lectures,—At the commencement of
*“ the course, the blood of various .animals is
“ compared with that of the human species : the
““doctrine of transfusion is investigated ; its pro-
““ bable advantages and defects enquired into, and,
“ the practiceillustrated by anactual experiment.”
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¢ &c. he constructs at pleasure, with the addi-
* tion of the peculiar parts, working models of
“ almost every kind of machine. These he
‘¢ puts in motion by a water wheel, or a steam
““ engine, in such a way as to make them in
« general do the actual work of the real ma-
¢ chines, on a small scale ; and he explains at
¢ the same time the chemical and philosophical
< principles, on which the various processes of
“ the arts exhibited depend —=In the course of
¢ his lectures, he explains the theory and prac-
“ tice of mining, and of smelting metallic ores;
“ of bringing them to nature ; of converting,
“ purifying, compounding, and separating
*“ the metals ; and the numerous and various
“ manufactures which depend upon them, as
¢ well as the arts which are remotely connected
¢ with them, such as Etching and Engraving.
“ He exhibits the method of obtaining Coal
** and other minerals, the processes by which
““ sulphur, alum, common salt, acids, alkalies,
“ mitre, and other saline substances are obtain-
““ed, and in which they are used, the mecha-
“ nical process in the formation of gunpowder,
““ as well as its theory and effects.—He shews
““the arts of procuring and working animal
““and vegetable substances ; the great staple
 manufactures 6f the country, in wool, cotton,

-
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Professor Farish’s lectures are generally al-
towed to be very instructive, as well as amusing,

but they cannot be said to be adapted to the
Student of medicine.

<« Professor Wollaston’s lectures.

“ The subjects for these lectures named by
““ the founder, are Experimental Philosophy,
“ Chemistry; Anatomy, Materia Medica, Bo-
¢ tany, Agriculture. Though the grand object
“ to which he would confine the Professor, is
< the having exhibitions, as he terms it, expe-
“ riments or facts im natural history, shewn
“ before the audience. The president of
“ Queen’s, the first professor on the foundation,
“ gave alternate courses in experimental philo-
“sophy and chemistry, there being then no
“ lectures read by the Plumian professor.—
““ This practice was continued by .the present
““ professor, till the appointment of Mr. Vince,
““to the Plumian professorship, since which
“ time, the subject has been chemistry only.
“ Following the steps of his predecessor, Dr.
““ Milner, the professor introduces, agreeably
““ to the direction of the founder, as many faots
‘“ as possible, into the course of these lectures;
“ and not less than three hundred experiments

F
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the lectures are very fewin number, and scarcely
attended by any Students. |

The writer of the observations, continues,
“ Such Schools, (alluding to Edinburgh,) in
““ the present extended scale of colomization,
“ and martial temper of the empire, are be-
““ come absolutely requisite. Were the School
“ of Edinburgh on the footing of the English
© Universities, few would ‘be the labourers
 going out to harvest. For what highly ac-
“ complished Physician would depart and sit
““ down to be frozen in Newfoundland, Hud-
““ son’s bay, or the Orkaey’s, or broiled for a
“ pittance in the West Indies, or starved in a
“little dirty Scotch, Irish, or Welsh Borough, :
““ or waste his health, his vigour, and his ta-
“ lents, amongst the out-casts and convicts of

“ New Holland, &c. &c.”

To this bold and daring flight of the Oxford *
Gentleman, I have to remark, that Edinburgh,
as a School of physic, is celebrated through-
out the world, and that Oxford and Cambridge,
as Schools of physic, are celebrated no where,
and I most cordially agree with him, that if
the School of Edinburgh were on the footing

of the English Universities, few would be
F2
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be a gradation of ranks, and I am equally zea-
lous as the Gentleman whose opinions I have
been combating, that each individual should
keep within the sphere in which he has been
educated. He says, page 10,  the rank of
*“ the Physieian is what it is, from the useful-
““ ness it has been of to society ;” in this we
are agreed, but will he venture to assert, that
the Edinburgh M. D. is looked upon as a per-
son of less rank and consequence, than a Gen-
tleman possessing the same degree, from either
Oxford or Cambridge, except at either of these
places, or in Warwick-lane. Isnot an Edin-
burgh M. D. equally eligible to the situation
of Physician to their Majesties, or to any other
membérs of the Royal Family ? to fill the office
of Physician to the fleet or army, or to any
Hospital in London or elsewhere ? Is it not
equally legal for him to practise in England #
Does he not obtain as large a fee, if equally
eminent ? Or, would an Oxford M. D. if at-
tending a patient along with a Physician of
the University of Edinburgh, venture, in conse-
quence of his pretended rank, to sign his name
to a preseription, before the Edinburgh man, if
the latter were the older Physician ? The truth
15, that in the eyes of the world, and by the com-
mon courtesy of Europe, they are upon am
equality,
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acting as Surgeon in the navy or a:‘mjf, Ido
happen to know that there isan M. D. of an
English University, now practising as Physician
and Surgeon in England, and I blélieve the Gen-
tleman will not findsixty Doctors of Medicine of
Edinburgh similarly occupied.—This stickler
for rank proceeds to say, (and it is all he can say
in favor of Oxford and Cambridge, as medical
Schools, even supposing it to be granted, that
the English degree is higher in rank than the
- Scotch degree,) ““a Physician, however, is not
““ necessarily a Doctor. The English Univer-
‘“ sities may grant licenses to practise, to Mas-
““ ters of Arts. Gentlemen wlio practise on
< such licenses, are Ph}'sicians, and their rank
< is the same as that of Barristers and Clergy-
“ men, that is, they rank as Esquires.* But in
“ order to give dign’it:};‘tﬂ so learned and useful
“ a profession, the English Universities grant
‘¢ the rank of Doctor to those of mature age, not
““ tobeardless youths or striplings, and this rank

* This rhapsody, about the laughing stock of the prnfés-
sion, the pretended rank of the English degree of M. D,
is only worthy of a valet de chambre, a lady’s maid, a master
of the ceremonies, or some such consequential personage :
a rank too, not generally acknowledged in the profession.

Is it not to be lamented that the English, Seminaries do
not educate men sufficiently well, to enable them to obtain
this high rank, without the aid of the London lecturers !
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I shall now conclude my remarks, by insert-
ing: this Gentleman’s proposed regulations so

far as they regard Physicians, and giving my
own opinion tpon them.

“ Let the College of Physicians sit as a quo-
“ rum, in every part of Englaﬁd, where three
“ Fellows can be assembled, to grant licenses.
¢ Let these licenses be granted without expense.
““ Let none but Eﬂglli'sh graduaies practise,
« without these licenses. If three Fellows
““ cannot be assembled monthly, in each Coun-
““ ty, to examine and to grant licenses, let one
“ Fellow and two M. Ds. of Oxford or Cam-
** bndge be a qunrum North of the Tweed,
““and for the Colonies, let Edinburgh and
= Gla.aguw grant licensesto practise. Aberdeen
“and St. Andrew’s will do well enough for
“ granting distinctions fo the Solomons, Bro-
“dums, &c. but let .not their degrees be a
““ sanction or a license, even for Scots’ or Colo-
““ mial practice unless they reform.”

This regulation would go immediately to
make the power of the College of Physicians
of London, co-extensive with England, Wales,
and Town of Berwick-upon-Tweed : but I
would inform the Gentleman, that this charter,

G
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There are large dissecting rooms in the Col-
lege, well attended by the Students, where ana-
tomical demonstrations are regularly given.
And private lecturers have dissecting rooms in

¢ different parts of the City.

The University possesses a very fine library ;
the original collection of books, was presented
in 1580, by Clement Little, Esquire, Advocate;
it enjoys, like the libraries of the other Umu
versities, and of some other institutions m the:
Empire, the right to a copy of every ‘book
entered in Stationers’ Hall.

The lectures on anatumy, pr:u:tme uf phy-—
sic, chemistry, materia medica, theory of ph}r-—
sic, and midwifery, commence at the Ia.tter
end of October, and terminate a.bﬂut the: 30th
of April in the ensuing year, in the cnurse of
which time, between one huudred and ﬂ:lri;_',t
and one hundred and fifty lectures a.re dehvereﬂ
of am hour each, by each of 3l:l'm: me‘essnrs of
these subjects : the clinical Prufessnr begins hls
first course a little later, he delwers two courses
in the wmi.er, and one 1n the summer gession ;
the Professor of mldmfery also delivers two
courses in this session, and one in the summer
session, which commences on the first of May,

G2 '



44

and terminates about the last day of July ; the
Regius Professor of Botany begins his course
about the first of May, and terminates about
the time above mentioned, at the Botanical
Garden belonging to the Unwerslty

There is only one vacation, from thelatter
end of July to the latter end of October. At-
tached to, and in the immediate vicinity of the
Uhiversit}', are a very large Infirmary, of
Rnyal fnundatmn and a MIdWifEl‘}-HﬂEplta]
at the former the medical Students attend from
12 to 1 o’Clock every day in the week, Sundays
not excepted, to seethe practice of the clinical
Professor, as well as that of the other Physi-
cians and Surgenns of the lnstltutmn the
Gentlemen more 1mmed1ate1y attending the
phmca.l Professor, attend at other times also,
to copy the history of the diseases of the
patients before they are admitted into the Infir-

mary, and the reports and prescriptions of the
Phjsu:mn afterwards At the Midwifery-Hos-
pital, poor wumen are admitted gratis, and
the Students a.ttﬁndmg the m;dwnfer}-—cla.ss
upnn pa}rmg a small fee, in addition to the one
palﬂ to the professor, are practically taught
this most useful art. Also attached to the Uni-

versity, are the Royal medical and Royal phy-

i
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sical societies, founded by his present Majesty ;
these consist chiefly of medical Students : each
society meets once a week, during the winter
session, when two papers on medical or philoso-
phical subjects are read and discussed : each
society possesses an excellent library, and some
philosophical apparatus.

The reader will recollect, that it is only
against Oxford and Cambridge, as schools of
medicine, that I have advanced any thing in
the preceding pages. 'The former as a semi-
nary for “classical erudition, and the latter
for mathematical science, most justly, enjoy
a high reputation, and I respect and venerate
them as the learned, the magnificent institu-
tions of our ancestnrs, a.nd can most cnrdm}] y
say to each of them

“ Esto perpetua.”
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or assistants to Apothecaries, within the above-
mentioned parts of the United Kingdom, are
required by this Act to subject themselves to
such examination, under certain penalties.

As this Act is co-extensive with England and
Wales, the clause under the following head, 1s
rendered nearly Nugatory, “Penalty on Apo-
“ thecaries refusing to compound, or unfaith+
“ fully compounding medicines prescribed.”
As the penalty attaches only to Apothecaries or
their assistants, refusing to compound, or un-
faithfully, negligently, falsely, fradulently
making, mixing, or compounding any medi-
cines, as directed by any prescription, &e. of
any Physician lawfully licensed to practise phy-
sic, by the President and commonalty of the
Saculty of physic, or by either of the two Uni-
versities of Oxford and Cambridge : for the
number of medical graduates of the English
Universities, and also of licentiates of the
Royal College is so very small, compared to
the number of Physicians, who are not ora-
duates of either (Yxford or Cambridge, or
members of the College, that Apothecaries, and
their assistants, by this clause (said to have
been inserted at the express command of the
College ' of Physicians, and under an under-
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standing, that the Royal College would oppose
the Act, in its progress through Parliament,
with the whole of their authority and influ-
ence, if the company of Apothecaries refused
its insertion,) are almost entirely prevented
from transgressing ; as not one prescription in
ten, 1s written by either a Fellow or Licentiate
of the College of Physicians. So much for the
positive enactment of this clause, and negative-
ly, it incapacitates any Physician, not of Ox-
ford or Cambridge,or notlicensed by the College
of Physicians, from prosecuting to conviction,
any Apothecary or his assistant, offending in
the manner above specified ; consequently, 1t
leaves Apothecaries and their assistants at per-
fect liberty to compound the prescriptions
of Physicians, who have been educated at
actual schools of medicine, but who are not
Members of the College of Physicians,
fraudulently or negligently, without fear of
punishment. This is indeed carrying illibe-
rality and injustice as far as they can be carried,
for it is well known, that a Doctor of physic,
being a British subject, of any University in
Scotland, of that in Ireland, or in any king-
dom or country upon the Continent, has an
equal right to practise physic in England, ex-
cept in London, or seven miles round it, as
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Physicians of Oxford and Cambridge, or mem-
bers of the College of Physicians have, If
this illiberal clause is meant as an inducement
to Englishmen to graduate at Oxford and
Cambridge, it will, like others that have pre-
ceded it, fail of producing the intended effect ;
for it needs no uncommon penetration to pre-
dici, that medical Students, in any consi-
derable number, will never resort to the
English Universities, until they become really
SCHOOLS of MEDICINE.

—— T — ——
Printed by C, Crank, Market-Place, Lancaster,






APPENDIX.

No. 1.

Charter granted to the University of Edin-
burgh by James V1. of Scotland.

J ACOBUS, Dei gratia, Rex Scotorum, omnibus probis
hominibus totius terrae suae, clericis et laicis, salutem:

Seiatis, nos cum avisamento Dominorum nostri Secreti Con-
cilii, quandam chartam et infeofdmentum per nostram charis-
simam matrem, pro tempore regui nostri Reginam, post suam

rfectam aetatem, cum avisamento et consensu Dominorum
ejus Secreti Concilii, factum, datum et concessum dilectis
nostris Praeposito, ballivis, consulibus et communitati burgi
nostri de Edinburgh, et eorum successoribus, super donatione,
dispositione et confirmatione, omnium et singularum terrarum,
tenementorum, domorum, aedificiorum, ecclesiarum, capella-
niarum, hortorum, pomoeriorum, croftarum, annuorum reddi-
tuum, f{ructuum, devoriarum, proficuorumn, emolumentorum,
firmarum, eleemosinarum, le Daill-silver, obituum et anniver-
sariornm (uorumecungue, quovismodo pertinuerunt, ant per-
tinere denoscuntur, ad quascunque calnellanias, altaragia,

raebendas, in quacunque ecclesia, capella aut collegio, infra
ibertatem dicti burgi nostri de Edinburgh, fundata seu fun-
danda per quemcunque patronum, in quorum possessione
capellani et praebendarii earundem perprius‘fuerant; ubicun-
que praefatae domus, tenementa, aedificia, pomoeria, horti,
annui redditus, anniversaria, fructus, proventus et emolumenta
jacent, aut prius levata fuerunt, respective; cum manoribus,
locis, hortis, pomariis, terris, annuis redditibus, emolumentis
et devoriis, quibuseunque, quae Fratribus Dominicalibus, seu
praedicatoribus et minoribus, sen Franciscanis, dicli burgi
nostri de Edinburgh, perprius pertinuerunt,
H
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fra libertatens dicti nostri hurgi de Edinburgh, fundata seu
fundanda, per quemcunque patronum, in quarum possessione,
capellani aut praebendarii earundem pe_qu:hs fuerant, ubieun-

que pracfutae domus, tenementa, aedificia, pomoeria, horti,
annui redditus, anniversaria, fruetus, proventus et emolumenta
jacent, aut prius levata ,ﬁ:erupt respective; cnim maneriis,
locis, pomoeriis, terris, annuis redditibus, emolumentis et
devoriis quibuscunque, quae Fratribus Dominicalibus, seu

raedicatoribus et minoribus, seu Franciscanis, dicti nostri
Eurgi de Edinburgh, perprius pertinuerunt; una cum omnibus
et singulis terris, domibus, tenementisque jacentibus infra
dietum nostrum burgum et libertatem ejusdem, cum omnibus
annuis redditibus, de quacunque domo, terris aut tenementis
mfra dictum nostruin burgum levandis, datis, fundatis, et
donatis, quibusennque capellanis, ecclesiis, mortuoariis, aut
anniversariis, ubicunque sunt infra regnum nostrum. Ac
etiam, cum omnibus et singulis annuis redditibus, et aliis de-
voriis solilis, aut quae per quamcunque ecclesiam extra dictum
nostrum burgum, a praeposito, aut ballivis ejusdem, de com-
muni redditu ejusdem, pro suffragiis celebrandis demandari
poterit, cum pertinentiis.

“Tenendas et habendas omes et singulas praefatas terras,
tenementa, domos, aedificia, pomoeria, hortos, eroftas, annuos
redditus, fructus, devoria, proficua, emolumenta, firmas, elee-
mosinas, obitus, anniversaria, ecclesias, capellas, fratrum loca,
hortos, cum pertinentiis, praefatis praeposito, ballivis, consuli-
bus et communitati, et eorum successoribus, de nobhis et
successoribus nostris, in perpetuum, prout eadem jacent in
longitodine et latitudine, in domibus, aedeficiis, muris, mu-
reniis, lignis, lapide et calce, cum libero introitu et exitu, &e.
ac eum omnibus aliis et singulis libertatibus, commoditatibus,
proficuis, et asiamentis, ac justis suis pertinentiis quibuscunque,
tam non nominatis, quam nominatis, tam sub terra quam supra
terram, ad praedictas terras, tenementa, domos, aedificia,
pomoeria, hortos, croftas, annuos redditus, fruetus, devoria,
et alia praescripia, cum pertinentiis spectantibus, seu juste
spectare valentibus, quomodo libet in futurum, libere, quiete,
plenarie, integre, honorifice, bene et in pace, ahsque revoca-
tione aut contradictione quacunque; cum potestate memoratis
praeposito, ballivis, consulibus et communitati, et ipsorum
successoribus, per seipsos et ipsorum collectores, quos con-
stituent praefatos annuos redditus, fructus, devoria, proficua,
emolumenta quaecunque, levandi et recipiendi, ubicunque
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“Volumus etiam, quod unica sasina per praefatos praeposi-
tum et ballivos, aut ipsorum aliquem dicti ministerii, et hospi-
talitatis nomine, apud praetorium dicti nostri burgi, semel ac-
cepta, tam sufficiens erit sasina perpetuo in futurum, ac si
eadem super particnlares terras, ad dictos capellanos, praeben-
darios, fratres, pertinentes, aut ipsos in praefatos annuos red-
ditus, anniversaria, firmas, proficua et devoria praescripta de-
bitas sumeretur, non obstante locorum distantia. Praeterea,
per praesentes, nolumus capellanos, praébendarios et fratres
(qui ante dictam alterationem proviso erant) per hoe praesens
nostrum infeofamentum praejudicare, sed reservamaus illis -
usum dictorum fruetuum et devoriarum durante eoram vita
tantum. Fraecipiendn itaque nostrornm, computorum rotu-
latoribus, praesentibus et futuris, ipsorum collectoribus, fac-
toribus et aliis quornm interest, in genere nec non in specie,
quod neque eorum recipere aut levare praesumat dictos frue-
tus particulariter supra scriptos, pro I][unvis tempore praeterito’
seu futoro, nec impediant aut impedimentum ullum faciant,:
memoratis praeposito, ballivis, consulibus, communitati et
eorum successoribus, in pacifica possessione earundem: re-
quirendo et ordinando etiam Dominos Sessionis nostrae,
quatenus literas in omnibus quatuor formis ad instantiam die-
torum praeposili, ballivorum, consulum, communitatis, et ip-
sorum successorum, ad effectum subscriptum dirigant. Nec
non praecipiendo quibuscunque intromissoribus cum dictis
fructibus quatenus ipsis de eisdem prompte intendant, pareant
et gratiam solutionem facient.

“In eujus rei testimonium huic praesenti cartae nostri Mag-
num Sigillum nostrum apponi praecipimus, testibus Reveren-
dissimo in Christo Patre, Joanne, Archiepiscopo Sancti An-
dreae, et dilectis nostris consanguineis, Georgio, Comite de
Huntley, Domino Gordoun et Badenoch, Cancellario nostro:
Jacoho, Comite de Bothwell, Domino Haillis, Chrichtoun, et
Liddisdale, regni nostri Magno Admirallo; dilectis nostris
familiaribus consiliariis, Richardo Maitland de Lethingtoun,
nostri Secreti Sigilli Custos ; Jacobo Balfour de Pittindriech,
nostrorum Rotulorum Registri ac Concilii Clerico; et Johanni
Balladine de Auchnoule, nostrae Justiciariae Clerico, Equiti-
bus Auratis: Apud Edinburgh, decimo tertio die mensis
Martii, anno Domini millesimo quingentesimo sexagesima
séxlo, et regni nostri vigesimo quinto.”

Quamquidem cartam et infeofamentum in omnibus suis
punctis et articulis, conditionibus et modis, ac circumstantiig
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nuerunt, maxime apta et commoda pro constructione domoram
el aedificiorum ubi professores bonarum scientiarnm ef litera=
rum, ac studentes 'exfdndqm, remanere ef suam diaturnam ex-
ercitationem habere potuerint; ultra et practer alia loca con-
venientia pro hospitalitate. :
Ideo, nos enixe cupientes, ut in honorem Dei et commune
bonum nostri reg‘il_i,;, _i_tam?t;r&i ;i;:d;i'es_a.ugg?ipr; miumus et
concedimus, quo _licelpit_gtjaei'atig Praeposito, consuiibius et
eorum successoribus, aedificare et reparare sufficiéntes domos
et loea, pro receptione, habitatione et tractalivne professorum,
scholarum grammaticalium, humanitatis et lingnaram, philo-
sophiae, theologiae, medicinae, et jurium, aut quarameunque
aliarum scientiarum liberalium, quod deelaramus nullam fore
rapturam praedictae mortificationis; ac etiam praefati Prae-
positas, ballivi et consules, ac eorum successores, cum avisa-
mento tamen eornm ministrorum, pro perpetuo in posterum
plénam habeant libertatem, personas ad dictas professiones
edocendas, maxime idoneas, uti magis conveuiénter poterint,
elegendi, cum polestate imponendi et removendi ipsos sicuii
expediverit; ac inhibendo omnibus aliis, ne dictas scientiag
inira dicti nostri burgi libertatem profiteantur aut doceant,
nisi per praefatos Praepositum, balitvos et consules, eorum-
que successores admissi fuerunt.  Proviso, quod praesentes
nullatenus praejudicabunt nec actoribus nec reis nec aliis
interesse habenlibus in ejectione et causa prosecuta penes
decimas garhales'de Dunibernie, Pottie et Monerief, ad ¢a-
pellanos ecclesiae beatae Aegidae de Edinburgh pertinentes;
neque jari patronatus ejusdem; sed quod utrisque parti, et
omnibus interesse habentibus usque ad finalem exitum et
decisionem in hojusmedi, ut congruit, prosequi et defendére
liceat, procsentibus aut quibuscunque in eisdem ‘contentis
non obstantibus,  Proviso etiam, quod ministri deserviéntes
apud dictas ecclesias, pro praesenti et in fulurum, sustinebyp-
tur de promptioribus fructibus earundem, secaudum ordinem
desaper smifiptum seu sumendum. 000, L84
In cujus rei testimoniom, huic praesenti chartae nostrae
confirmationis Magnum Sigillam nostrum appoui praecipi-
mus, testibus praedilectis nostris consanguineis et donsili-
arfis, E&ino, Lenocize Duce, Comite de Dernelie, Domino
Fairboltoun, Dalkeith et Aubigny, &e. Magno regni nostri
Camerario; Colino, Argathieliac Comite, Domino Camphel
et Lorne, &c. Cancellirio ac Justiciario nostro Generdli;
Reverendissimis et Veuerabilibus in Christo Patribus, Pa-
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