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to erush me: for no man, not transported with the most
outrageous jealousy and envy, could ever lower himself so
far as to attempt, in so mean, wicked, dastardly, and covert
a manner, to mar the success, and obstruct the usefulness
of another, who never crossed his path, and never was
likely to do so.

There was no allusion to these wretched imbeciles in the
pamphlet they thus endeavoured to suppress; they never
received provocation at my hands, of any kind or degree ;
I never spoke to a single individual of them in all my life,
except one, who has seen my practice, and declared it, in
a letter of his which I hold, to be ¢ efficient, scientific, and
a blessing to suffering humanity.” This person is a pro-
minent advocate for the liberty of the press ; nevertheless,
I detected him in secretly attempting to suppress the pam-
phlet referred to, which pamphlet had no other object, and
could have no other object, than the good of mankind.
Whence, then, could such gratuitous malice proceed ? The
answer 1s obvious. It arose from envy at my daily curing
cases, which had been given up for many years as hopeless;
and my, thereby, obtaining the patronage of the public,
while my unprincipled opponents and persecutors are con-
suming their days in idleness and obscurity. That 1s ¢ the
head and front of my offending”—the gall and wormwood
which turn their stomach.

In the second place. 1t is no uncommon occurrence for
me to receive patients from afar, who have for many months,
and some of them for many years, been subjected to great
pain and lameness, and consequent impaired health, without
having obtained the least alleviation of their complaints
from medicine. When I ask such patients, why they did
not apply to me sooner ? the uniform reply is, ¢ we were
prevented by our doctors, who assured us there was no-
thing in your practice—that it would never cure any body,
and that, at any rate, it was not applicable in our cases ;—
but, hearing of other patients whom you had cured, in
circumstances similar to our own, we came off at last, with-
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rheumatic patients in a state of rebellion, and I shall do
every thing in my power to increase it.”

2d. A lady, of one of the first families in the north of
Scotland, was attacked with pain and a sense of fulness in

the interior of one of her knee-joints, so that she could .

neither walk nor stand. Apprehensive of the worst, her
medical attendants prescribed perpetual rest ; but having
got notice of a cure of a similar complaint, which I had
performed in the person of a lady of quality in the same
county, she came off to me forthwith, and was enabled to
walk in less than a fortnight.

In the course of my attendance, this lady inquired of
me, * Why I did not make my practice known ?” ¢ I have
made it as extensively known,” I replied, ¢ as the London
and Edinburgh Medical Journals ecan make it.”—¢ But we
don’t read Medical Journals,” she rejoined, ¢ and my doe-
tors never told me a word of the matter, Had I not acei-
dentally heard of you from another quarter, I might have
been confined to bed, or mewed up on a sofa to the end
of my days.”

8d. A young lady, in the county of Lanark, was seized
with pain and weakness in her back and lower limbs : both
knee-joints became permanently bent, particularly the right,
and resisted every mode of treatment for their extension, for
eight years—fifteen months of which she had been to En-
gland for aid, in vain. Hearing of the case recorded
in the pamphlet already mentioned, she resolved on coming
to me; but her medical adviser objected, saying, ¢ Dr.
Balfour’s practice is nonsense,—there is nothing in it,—you
can never derive benefit from him.”

The young lady was thrown into great perplexity and
fear, lest her friends should chime in with the doctor. But,
“ No !” said they, ¢ we care not for his opinion—we know
it has its foundation entirely in jealousy and prejudice;”
and to me she came.

Her health was impaired,—she looked pale and sickly,—
her knees were still as rigidly bent as ever,— and on the
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tem: * and the method, which I am now vindicating, of
curing rheumatic, nervous, and some other diseases, which
prove incurable, by any other means—delinquencies these,
which, all the world knows, cannot be tolerated in any
contemporary, by gentlemen in that grade of the pro-
fession who honour me with all the paltry hostlity they
can muster,—

* Whose praise is censure, and whose censure’s praise.”

Accordingly, if out of twenty desperate, inveterate cases,
which have long resisted every other mode of treatment, I
cure nineteen, and fail in the twentieth ; that single failure
meets me at every corner,—is bandied about in all direc-
tions, as conclusive evidence against my practice ; but the
nineteen are kept in the back ground—are never once men-
tioned—they form no evidence in_favour of the same prac-
tice! Such is the justice and candour of my high-minded

* This is [ully and distinctly acknowledged in communications to me
from two Professors in this University,—the one from James Russell, Esq.,
in 1814, and the other from the late Dr. Andrew Duncan, junior, in 1816.
2dly, In the Transactions of the Royal Institute of France, for 1815. 3dly,

In the Annals of Philosophy, April 1816. 4thly, In the Dictionnaive des

Sciences Medicales, tome douzieme, au mot,— Ente Animale. 5thly, In the

London Medical and Physical Journal, November 1814, the Editor of which

expresses himself thus :—* A short time ago, the man who, in his practice,

calculated upon the possibility of uniting parts of an animal body fofaily

separated [rom each other, would have been considered an idiot; and should

he have attempted to prove the stability of his principles by argument,
“would have passed unnoticed as a madman,

** Dr. Balfour gives two cases whose authenticity seems unquestionable ;
since, independent of the authority derived from his personal character,
they are ushered into the world with all the weight that judicial deposition
can give them. As they are of too much importance to be trusted to the
fleeting pages of a small tract, we make no apology fmﬁ'ﬂnscribing them."

And it may, lastly, be mentioned, that since I first wrote (1814) on the im-
portant subject of the * reunion of parts which have been totally separated
from the animal system,’’ numerous cases have occurred in which reunion
was practised with perfect success, in Britain, America, France, and Swit-

zerland ; and not a few of then: have been communicated to me, as the ori-
ginator of the practice.
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annihilateat once Anatomy, Chemistry, Surgery, Pharmacy,
Midwifery ? And what, pray, would remain ?—just as much
as such miserable logicians seem capable of comprehend-
ing—that is, nothing.

In my simplicity, I have been accustomed to consider a
man who has hands to execute, what a clear head and
sound judgment dictate, preferable, in a great majority of
cases and circumstances, to one—all whose capabilities lie
in his head, and who therefore cannot make them available
to his patients, without the intervention of others. This
indeed is so much a fruism, that there can be no exception to
it, but in the cases of, exclusively coNsuLTING PHYSICIANS.

I have been accustomed to think that neither honour
nor shame, dignity nor disgrace, attach to any act, abs-
tractly considered ; consequently, that many duties, re-
pulsive in themselves, which medical men must perform,
acquire dignity and importance from the object in view in
performing them ; and confer honour on those who perform
them well.

Of what use would an accoucheur, a naval surgeon, a
military surgeon, a country surgeon, or any other surgeon,
be, without hands ? I would ask the enlightened impugners
of the practice of curing by the hand, if they ever heard of
such persgnages as Cheselden, Dr. Willam Harvey, Paré,
John Hunter, Willam Hunter, Sir Astley Cooper, Sir
Charles Bell, Mr. Brodie, Mr. Abernethy, Sir Everard
Home, and a host of other no less eminent individuals,
in the same quarter? Did they ever hear of the Monros,
John Bell, Benjamin Bell, Alexander Wood, in our own
city 7 All these great men cured by the hand ; and hjr their
hands chiefly, have their intellectual powers and profes-
sional acquirements been rendered serviceable to mankind.

It would be an insult to reason and common sense, to
say a single word more in proof of the utter futility of one
and all the objections that have been, or can be, urged

against my practice of curing rheumatic, nervous, and some
other diseases, by THE maxD. :
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cause he has undertaken, in spite of the difficulties which
passion, prejudice, and apathy, have hitherto opposed to it_;
and he may feel assured, that no person whose opinion is
worthy of consideration, will fail, sooner or later, to appre-
ciate the indirect insinuations, malignant misrepresentations,
and calumnies, which have been aimed at him and his practice,
as they deserve."—London Medical and Physical Journal,
January 1821. (Review of Dr. Balfour’s ¢ Illustrations of
the Efficacy of Compression and Percussion, in the Cure of
Rheumatism, Sprains, and Debility of the Extremities.”)

8. ¢ Dr. Balfour has great merit, both for the ardour
with which he has prosecuted the cure of Rheumatism by
Compression and Percussion, and the satisfactory grounds
on which he has explained the causes of their success; and
his zeal ought not to go unrewarded.”—Code of Health and
Longevity, by the Right Honourable Sir John Sinclair,
Bart.

9. ¢ The numerous cases (of Rheumatism) you give, seem
to place the efficacy of your mode of treatment out of the
question. By thus adding to your important method of
reuniting parts of the living body that have been separated,
a new and efficacious cure for one of the most dismal of dis-
eases, you will raise yourself to a very high rank among
those medical men, who have possessed the sagacity and in-
telligence requisite to improve the Medical Art.”—Letter

from Thomas Thomson, M. D., F.R.S. L. and E., Pro-
Sessor of Chemistry in the University of Glasgow, to Dr.
Balfour, 29th May 1816.

10. The value and efficacy of the practice are acknow-
ledged every day, by Physicians and Surgeons of this city,
who are at the very top of their respective depﬂrtments,—
men who would be at the head of their profession, wherever
they might be placed.

11. Eminent Physicians and Surgeons, both in Edinburgh

and elsewhere, have consulted me in their own personal

cases ; and have candidly admitted the important benefit
derived from my advice and operations.
12. The late very distinguished Sir Matthew Baillie, first
. C
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