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Dr. Maclagan was from 1807 a member of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England ; he was a member of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh, of the Antiquarian Society, of the Medico-Chirurgical Society
of Edinburgh ; he held the office of Physician to the Forces, and
Surgeon to the Queen in Scotland ; and was from the time of his
leaving the army consulting surgeon to the New Town Dispensary. At
one time he was a member of the Town Council of Edinburgh, in
virtue of his office as President of the College of Surgeons. He was
the author of several professional papers in the medical journals of the
day. Dr. Maclagan, who had completed his eightieth year, was mar-
ried to a sister of the late Dr. Whiteside, of Ayr, and has left a widow

and seven sons.

From the Scorsman, Edinburgh, Thursday, June 8, 1865.

This good old man

who never made an enemy and never lost a
friend —the valued family doctor and friend—the public-hearted citizen
—the genial companion of our best men for fifty years—died on Tues-
day evening—gathered into the garuer of the Great Husbandman like a
ghock of corn fully ripe. His well-known person, his hearty smile, and
kindly greeting, have been missed from our streets for more than a year,
and for some weeks he has been gently dying—/feliz opportunitate
mortis, with his unfailing life-companion and her seven sons, an unbroken
family, around his bed.

Dr. Maclagan was born in Edinburgh in February 1785, and was
consequently in his eighty-first year. After receiving his classical
education at the High School, he entered as a student of medicine at

the University of Edinburgh, and, according to the custom of the time,
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Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, and Nive, and therefore, in due time, re-
ceived the Peninsular medal, with six clasps. His professional skill and
ceaseless activity in the discharge of duty secured for him the most
flattering expressions from all those under whom he served, including
among others a special notice in an order of the day by Marshal Beres-
ford, who praised him “for the promptitude and zeal displayed by
him in the care of all the wounded, in having them accommodated
and attended to, and their cases treated on the spot.” The result of
these distingnished services was his promotion to be Physician to the
Forees, which rank he held when the Portuguese army went home from
the campaign in France, and his return to England »id Lisbon instead
of a more direct route was owing to his detention by Sir Benjamin
D'Urban, Quartermaster-General of the Portuguese army, who stated
that he valued Dr Maclagan’s services so highly *“ as to be obliged to
make a point of retaining him to superintend the hospital arrangements
of the Portuguese army.” He was on duty in Britain in 1815, and,
consequently, was not at Waterloo, and in 18106, having gone on half-
pay, he settled in Edinburgh, and became a Fellow of the Royal College
of Surgeons.

From this period to his death, Dr. Maclagan was identified with
hiz native city, His professional zeal led him to join his friend
Dr. John Thomson, in the New Town Dispensary, then recently estab-
lished ; he long and zealously discharged the duties of an ordinary
medical officer in that admirable institution, and he remained connected
with it in the honorary capacity of consulting surgeon to his death.
He was at the same time laying the foundation of an excellent private
practice, both by his professional skill and by his agreeable manmers,
gentlemanly deportment, and undeviating kindness to his patients. He
was elected President of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1826, and as
the College at that time had not got the charter, which subsequently
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From Sermon by the Rev. R. H. STEVENSON, in St. George's Church, Edinburgh,
Sunday, June 11, 1865.

Brethren, I cannot close this discourse without reminding you that,
since we last met in this house of prayer, one of the oldest, most
venerable, and most distinguished of our members has been removed
from among us by death, leaving behind him to mourn their bereave-
ment a widow and an unbroken family of sons, and a very large number
of truly attached friends. Dr. Maclagan, to whom, as you know, I allude,
can no more return to his well-known place here ; and we are impressed
with a feeling of deep sadness when we think that with his bland
countenance and devout deportment he can no more grace our solemn
meetings or unite in our devotions. At the same time, our chastening
by this bereavement is alleviated by many ecircumstances, which cannot
be reflected on without gratitude to the great Disposer of all events.
Our deceased friend has “come to his grave in a full age, like as
a shock of corn cometh in his season ;” he enjoyed a long career of
worldly prosperity, distingnished at once by the active discharge of
the duties of an honourable and laborious profession, and by the
maintenance of an unsullied reputation. Endowed to an unusual
degree with the capacity of enjoying the blessings of this life, he
was enabled at the same time to cherish a sincere and uninterrupted
reverence for all that is sacred in religion; and it was evident
to those who had opportunities of judging, that he had a steady and
an ever-inereasing experience of that highest and best of all happiness,
the peace which springs from believing in Jesus. He was a true gentle-
man as well as a sincere Christian, a skilful physician and a public-
spirited citizen, a devoted husband, a faithful but kind father, a sincere
and genial friend. Few men, indeed, possessed in a larger degree those

qualities which inspire the respect and affection of good men ; hence
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fragrant with goodness. An only child left fatherless in infancy, he
early gave himself to careful study, and having resolved to enter the
Medical serviee of the army, he went to St. George's Hospital, London,
and became a member of the Royal College of Surgeons of England in
1807, having previously taken a surgeon’s diploma and doctor’s degree
at Edinburgh. Having joined the 91st Regiment, he went, in 1809,
to Walcheren, and passed throngh the sufferings of that disastrous ex-
pedition, with eomparatively little damage to his health. Returning to
this country, he was on the point of going to Canada with his regiment,
when an offer of an appointment in the Portuguese Contingent was
made to, and accepted by him. He accordingly sailed for Lisbon in
1811, joined Lord Wellington’s army, and was appointed Staff-surgeon
to the 9th Portuguese Brigade, which he joined before Badajoz. As a
medical officer he had, during that most eventful war, a full share of
work and danger. He was present at the siege of Badajoz, and the
battles of Salamaneca, Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, and Nive, receiving,
in consequence, the Peninsular medal, with six clasps. To the value of
his services, repeated and strong testimony was borne by those in com-
mand during this long campaign—services rendered alike from a sense
of duty, and from that womanly gentleness of heart which characterized
his whole professional career, and made him as much the tender and
loving friend, as the able medical adviser of his patients. General
Stubbs, who commanded the 9th Portuguese Brigade, wrote to him, on
the 16th August 1813, thanking him for ¢ active exertions on all oe-
casions to provide for the wounded and sick, as also for professional
gkill, which among us all has been carried to the highest pitch of ad-
miration.” He was mentioned by Marshal Beresford in the Order of
the Day, December 28, 1813, and warmly praised for the ¢ prompti-
tude and zeal displayed in his eare of the wounded ” after the assault
of the French works om the 11th November of that year.
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worthy of the name of gentleman, so charitable in his judgments, so
faithful in his friendships, so utterly free from offence and self-seeking
in every form.”” And, not to multiply these quotations, another says—
“ He was a gentleman out and out, in the best and truest sense ; one
towards whom his compeers instinctively turned for a sound and proper
opinion and line of conduct in all matters where delicacy of feeling and
sentiment seemed to be involved. He was altogether above those
jealousies which spring from selfishness. He invariably put the best
interpretation on the bebaviour of others, and certainly deserved more
than most men to have it said of him, ¢ Blessed are the peacemakers.””

Another, a man of note, not of his professional brethren, has written
of him as  one whose memory I shall ever prize as that of one of the
best and purest Christians I have ever known ; and whose attractive
countenance is one of the lights of the future to beckon us all away to
a hicher and better world. May we be all the better for habitually
recalling him, and may we as gently, peacefully, and hopefully
pass away to that glorious Presence where we believe he is now for
ever blessed.”

Such testimony, from such men, is full of weight and of value, It
is all the more so, that the man whom they so praise, was himself, to
a large extent, unconscious of the influence he wielded, for it proceeded
not so much from what he did, as from what he was,

His extensive practice did not prevent him taking an early part in
the eivie, political, and philanthropic movements of his day. In all
questions of reform, both borough and parliamentary, in the Catholic
Emancipation struggle, and above all, in the battle of the Abolition of
the Slave Trade, he took a prominent and active position. It must not
be forgotten that in these times it required no ordinary moral courage
to take up such public questions ; and the fact that doing so involved

some sacrifice, bound up in very close and intimate bonds those who
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tense affection towards him within his own house, not, indeed, to be
wondered at, when the thorough unselfishness and buoyant cheerfulness
of the man are borne in mind. It was always a bright day when, re-
lieved for a time from professional engagements, he entered with wonted
energy and glee into the amusements of the country, and amidst the
shouts of those who came to spend occasional days with him, joined the
ericket party or the footraces of the boys, and was as keen in the game
or the friendly strife as the youngest amongst them.

It is not withont a definite purpose that we have written this
detailed notice, which some may at first sight be disposed to think
unduly prolonged. It seems to us useful and right to record an in-
stance—of which, while we rejoice to think there are many others, we
wish there were more—in which are reconciled elements of character
often found separately, but not so often in combination. It is possible
to hold a front rank in one’s profession (for Dr. Maclagan was President
of the College of Surgeons, and more recently of the College of
Physicians of Edinburgh—the only man we believe that has ever held
both offices), and at the same time to be a laborious worker in the fields
of public usefulness. It is possible to hold elear and strongly pro-
nounced opinions, and yet not to sever friendships because we cannot
stretch our judgments upon the same Procrustes’ bed ; for it was a
subject sometimes of mirth and quiet banter, that while a keen Liberal
in politics, his most close and constant friends were as keen Tories,
and that while a Churchman and Presbyterian,——never keen in a
matter like this, but firm and decided,— his warmest friends and many
of his own family were as firm and decided Free Churchmen and
Episcopalians. * And, better still, it is possible to be involved in

* Dr. Maclagan had been brought up as an Episcopalian, to which Church his own
parents helonged ; but he had in early life attached himself to the Presbyterian
Chiureh, of which he remained to the last o member and office-bearer.
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that the bow which had been so long upon the stretch was no longer
abiding in strength, and that the physical and mental vigour of the old
man was beginning to fail. It was no small trial for a man of such
activity of frame, and such perfervidum ingenium, to be laid aside from
wonted service ; and, often very unfit for it, he coutinued to bear his
share of public duty. One of the latest public matters in which he
took part was the laborious and difficult task of administering the
Indian Mutiny Relief Fund. Deeply thankful that with three sons in
the East at that time, no hair of their heads had suffered, he threw
himself with an almost unnatural energy into this matter, and faithfully
attended long business meetings when those who were with him felt
e should have been resting and at home.

In the now popular and prosperous cause of Medical Missions he
took an early and lively interest, although unable to bear an active
part in the work of the committees who directed them ; and while his
interest in political and public questions was not abated, his hearty
sympathy with all religious efforts steadily deepened and increased.

Into the history of his inner life—the true life after all—it is not
the province of a public journal largely to enter, but our notice would
be incomplete without some such reference. Sufficient is it to say,
that as ¢ the outward man perished, the inward man was renewed day
by day.” In his library the books at his right hand were more and
more of a religious and experimental character, while the best of hooks
was ever increasingly the  man of his counsel.” A most graceful and
affecting thread of humility ran through his whole life, and especially
through the later years of it. Often, in the confidence of loving inter-
course, he spoke of his personal unworthiness,—of the loving-kindness
of God to him and to his,— and of the Saviour of sinners as his own
ani only refuge,

During an alarming illness which he had in 1858, this spirit was
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made him what he was, and to exhibit his life as one worthy of imita-
tion, as it illustrates the combination of public services gladly rendered,
and private duties never neglected.

The funeral of this justly lamented physician and citizen took place
on Tuesday, from his house in George Street, where a very large con-
course of friends assembled to join in the last tribute of respect to one
who will be greatly and increasingly missed in his profession and in the
community generally. Religious services were conducted by the Rev.
Mr. Stevenson, the Rev. Dr. Muir, Principal Candlish, and the Rev. Dr.
Cairus of Berwick ; after which the long train of mourners followed
the remains to their resting place, in the family burying-ground, at the
Dean Cemetery. The pall-bearers were the seven sons of the deceased,
and three grandsons. The grave has seldom closed over a more widely

esteemed and loveable man.

From the Address by the President, Sir Davin Brewsrer, K.H., at the first
Meeting of the Royal Sveiety of Edinburgh, for the Session 1865-6G6,
in referving to the loss which the Society had sustained by the death of
Dr, MacrLaGax.

Dr. David Maclagan was born in Edinburgh in February 1785.
After receiving his classical education at the High School, he entered
the University as a Student of Medicine, and was apprenticed to Mr.
Andrew Wood, one of the principal surgeons in the city. In 1804 he
took his surgeon’s diploma, and in 1803 his degree of M.D., and he
prepared himself for the medical service of the army by studying at
St. George's Hospital, and becoming, in 1807, a member of the Royal
College of Surgeons in England. Attached to the 91st Regiment, he
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question, and in every institution of secular interest, he had ever in his
view the higher destinies of man. He was an exemplary member of
the Presbyterian Church, and a true believer in those great truths
which the wisdom of this world is unable to comprehend. Without any
marked disease, but weakened gradually with age, this truly Christian
physician and philanthropist expired on the Gth June 1865, in the
midst of his family, lamented by a widow and seven sons, some of whom
have obtained distinction in the service of their country.

From the Address to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh, by the
retiring President, Dr. Doveras Macracan, 20th December 1865.

It remains for me now to call to your remembrance those members
whom the Society has lost by death during the period of my pre-
gidency. These are Dr. Newbigging, Professor DMiller, Dr. David
Maelagan, and Dr, John Gillespie.

Of Dr. Maclagan, I should have to speak as of one whose earlier pro-
fessional lot was cast in more stirring times than those of the two
friends whom I have already noticed. I should have to mention his
services as an army medical officer in the pestilential swamps of
Walcheren and the bloody fields of the Peninsula, and his subsequent
career in civil life, where he gained the esteem, not only of his patients
but of his professional brethren, as was evinced by his having the rare
honour of being Presgident both of the College of Surgeons and of the
College of Physicians of his native city. I should have to speak of his
warm interest in every scheme devised to do good to his countrymen,
and of the earnestness with which he entered on the field of political
and municipal action, without, however, ever alienating a friend or say-
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