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vl PREFACE.

much is the result of specific disease, and how
much due to the remedy which has been em-
ployed for its cure ; frequently, indeed, a peculiar
constitutional affection has been produced, which
has entirely changed the natural and regular
course of the malady, and which would not have
existed if mercury had not been given.

In the course of an extensive practice in syphi-
litic diseases for fifteen or sixteen years, the evils
just detailed have constantly been forced upon
me. On the one hand, patients are frequently
presented to notice who cannot take mercury in-
ternally in any form, whilst another class have
taken this remedy, under various forms, inter-
nally, and yet their diseases are not only uncured,
but other symptoms have been added which have
still more complicated the original malady.

Again, ordinary mercurial freatments, if they
cure the disease for which they are prescribed
are attended with a variety of evils which are ex-
ceedingly annoying to the patient, and in many
instances make the remedy worse than the disease.

The plan of treatment which the following
pages advocate and illustrate, does away with
all the evils generally attributable to mercurial
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treatments, whilst it possesses all their advan-
tages. It does not, in ordinary cases, require
confinement ; it never impairs the appetite ; does
not produce salivation, or ulceration of the mouth,
mercurial erythismus or blotches on the skin ; and
if associated with internal treatment by mercury,
reduces what is required to an exceedingly mi-
nute quantity. In addition to this, treatments
according to my plan are safer, quicker, more
certain, less frequently followed by relapses, in-
deed very rarely so, and again are capable of
working cures in obstinate cases which have
resisted all other modes of treatment.

The method which I practise consists in ap-
plying the vapour of the bisulphuret, grey oxide,
binoxide, or iodide of mercury in a moist state, to
the whole surface of the body, by which, after
the continuance of the process for twenty or thirty
minutes, profuse perspiration is induced. This
process is repeated as frequently as the nature of
the case may require till a cure be effected, and is
or is not associated with internal medicines.

The dry mercurial vapour has been long em-
ployed in the treatment of various forms of syphi-
litic disease, and has had many advocates; but
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whether from the imperfect mode of its appli-
cation its effects have been uncertain, and it
has fallen into disuse. A German surgeon,
named Werneck, has used it more methodically,
and his success has been much more satisfactory.
The method I employ has vast advantages over
the dry fumigation ; its effects are certain, and
can be regulated to a great nicety, and the heat
and moisture produced during the time the pa-
tient is exposed to the vapour of mercury, by
inducing profuse perspiration, contribute, no
doubt, materially to the perfect cure of the disease.
However, 1 have constantly succeeded with this
plan when the dry fumigation has failed alto-
gether, or produced little effect.

The speedy and perfect cure of many of the
cases detailed in the following pages has been
very remarkable, as a perusal of their history will
show ; and a vast number of patients have been
perfectly and permanently restored to health by
comparatively short treatments by this plan, after
the failure of all ordinary treatments pursued
through a long series of years.

20, Cormore Row, BirMiNGHAM:
February, 1850.
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2 TREATMENT OF

must have done to all other surgeons, to be
consulted by patients labouring under all the
evils of a mercurial course, and yet the disease,
for which the remedy was given which has
produced such effects, still as far from a cure
as when the remedy was at first employed.
(Cases 1, 12, 24, 30, 31, &c.) Few things are
more uncertain than the permanent or complete
cure of Syphilis, whether primary, secondary,
or tertiary, local or constitutional, by the ordi-
nary modes of mercurial treatment. The cure
by frictions is more certain than when mercury
is given by the mouth. In hospitals the cures
by these methods are more certain than in
private practice, since in the former we can
regulate the diet and auxiliary measures, such
as rest in bed, &e., which materially tend to
the success of such treatments. In private
practice this is impossible, for reasons which
must be obvious to all. Even in hospitals,
where patients are placed in the most favorable
condition, treatments by internal medicines, and
by frictions are constantly failing, the cures are

generally more apparent than permanent, and,
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when perfectly successful, require long periods
of time, great care, watchfulness, and attention.

Some authors have asserted, and with truth,
that many of the diseases, known as secondary
or constitutional Syphilis, are not exclusively due
to Syphilis ; but to the mercury which has been
given for its cure, There can be no question
of the truth of this assertion in a vast number
of cases; pains in the bones, peculiar condi-
tions of the mouth and throat, a variety of
skin diseases are no doubt owing either to the
injudicious or excessive use of mercury, or to
peculiarities of constitution inimical to the use
of mercury even in very small quantities.

I do not believe that it is possible to cure
the great majority of venereal diseases without
mercury, and yet how many patients have I
seen who could not take even a few grains of
this medicine internally without mischief, and
who could not even use it by friction, and
again how often have I seen patients broken
down by mercurial courses, with their diseases
not only uncured, but actually worse than
when they commenced the use of medicines.

Introductory.

Evils of inter-
nal mereurial
treatments.

Difficulties
surrounding
these treat-
ments.
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4 TREATMENT OF

I intend in the present work to give, in a
more detailed manner than I have yet done,
an account of the method I employ in the cure
of constitutional venereal diseases, a method
which requires a small amount of internal
medicine, is conducted without risk, and in
a vast majority of instances with a certainty
of success, and permanent cure in a short
period of time.

I have denominated the method I employ
““the mercurial vapour-bath,” because it con-
sists in surrounding the patient with an atmo-
sphere of mercurial vapour in a moist state.
It has all the advantages attributed to the best
conducted, most successful, and least hurtful
mercurial treatments conducted in the ordinary
modes ; it has none of their disadvantages; it
neither produces mercurial fever, salivation,
ulcerations of the mouth, erythismus, debility,
or any form of cachexia, so common from pro-
longed ordinary mercurial treatments. It has
the superior advantages of effecting speedy and
permanent cures, without confinement and

without risk,
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The patient is placed on a chair, and covered
with an oilcloth, lined with flannel, which is
supported by a proper framework., Under
the chair are placed a copper bath, containing
water, and a metal plate, on which is put
from one to three drachms of the bisulphuret
of mercury, or the same quantity of the gray
oxide, or the binoxide. TUnder each of these
a spirit-lamp. The patient is thus exposed
to the influence of three agents, heated air,
common steam, and the vapour of mercury,
which is thus applied to the whole surface of
the body in a moist state, After the patient
has remained in the bath from five to ten
minutes perspiration generally commences,
and by the end of twenty or thirty minutes,
beyond which I do not prolong the bath, it
is generally excessive. The lamps are now
removed, and the temperature gradually allowed
to sink ; when the patient has become mode-
rately cool the coverings are removed, and
the body rubbed dry; the patient is suffered
to repose in an armchair for a short time,

during which he drinks a cup of warm decoc-

Mode of
application.



Modifications
to suit parti-
cular cases.

6 MODIFICATIONS TO SUIT

tion of guaiacum, sweetened with syrup of
sarsaparilla.

The apparatus requires some modification,
and management to suit particular cases. Where
it is wanted to induce a quick and decided
action the whole power of the bath should be
brought into operation, and the largest quantity
of mercury should be employed. In rapidly-
spreading ulcers this is required. (See Cases
3,6.) Agan, in chromic skin or throat
diseases, where a powerful action would rather
oppress the patient than cure his disease, the
power of the bath should be modified, and not
so great a heat or so much mercury employed.
This is accomplished by using smaller spirit-
lamps, or, when perspiration has once been
induced, by the removal of one lamp, leaving
the patient thus exposed for a time to the mer-
curial vapour alone, This should be done
where the patient has been broken down by
long-continued disease, in bad or weak subjects,
(see Cases 1, 8, 9,) or where a more prolonged
action is required to eradicate the more deep-

seated effects of the venereal poison, as in
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diseases of the bomes, or indurations on the
penis. (Cases 10, 13, 14, 23.) Each particular
case would require a greater or less modification
of this kind. The form of mercurial employed
is also of consequence. In skin diseases the
bisulphuret is to be preferred, in diseases of
the throat or nose the gray oxide, or binoxide
is better, because the patient can hear the
head immersed without sneezing or coughing,
which he cannot do when the bisulphuret is
used.

I am in the habit of using four mercurial pre-
paratinﬁs for the bath ; the bisulphuret of mer-
cury, the binoxide of mercury, the gray or black
oxide, and the iodide. These may be used
singly or combined in different ways, to suit
the peculiarities or emergencies of each parti-
cular case. The first three preparations are
milder than the last, and from half a drachm
to four drachms may be used for a bath with
perfect safety. In one case (26) half an
ounce was used for each bath, and two applica-
tions were sufficient to bring the system fully
under the influence of the remedy. The iodide

Preparations
of mercury to
he employed.
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8 PREPARATORY TREATMENT.

must be used in smaller quantities ; nearly the
whole of this preparation is rapidly converted
into vapour, and, unlike all the other prepara-
tions, leaves scarcely any ash behind it. From
five grains to half a drachm of the iodide is
sufficient, and it is better to use it in small
quantities, mixed with a larger quantity of
either of the other preparations. In affections
of the testes (sarcocele) and of the bones (the
various forms of ostitis, or periostitis) a combi-
nation of a scruple of the iodide, and one or
two drachms of the bisulphuret or binoxide
would be a proper form. (See Case 31.) For
local application to the cavities of the nose or
mouth, a few grains only should be employed,
as the vapour of the iodide of mercury is
more irritating and more powerful than that
of either of the other preparations I have
mentioned.

A short preparatory treatment should he
adopted before using the baths, The bowels
should be kept free, and the use of wine,
spirits, &c., prohibited. The patient should

be free from fever, the tongue clean, and the
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10 MEDICINES.

been reduced by mercury given internally, or
by a combination of syphilis and mercury, the
diet may be more nutritious; but stimulants
should be avoided. Smoking must be prohi-
bited, particularly in diseases of the throat and
nose.

In a great majority of cases the moist mer-
curial vapour, employed as I have directed, 1s
capable of curing the disease without the assist-
ance of internal medicine; but the cure is ge-
nerally expedited by the administration of the
latter in small quantities. The treatment is
always assisted by the decoction of sarsaparilla
or guaiacum, drank warm night and morning,
and immediately after leaving the bath. I
prefer the latter, the compound decoction, made
according to the formula of the Edinburgh
Pharmacopeeia. Where other medicines are
required to assist the treatment, and I allude
particularly to the various preparations of mer-
cury, it is surprising how small a quantity is
required when the patient is using the vapour,
I have known several instances where diseases

which have been rebellious to large quantities
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12 RAPID CURE.

treatment of many hundred cases warrants me
in speaking thus positively on the subject.

The time occupied in the cure of venereal
diseases by the mercurial vapour-bath is vastly
less than that consumed by any other kind of
treatment ; its effects are commonly immediate,
one full bath very frequently making at once
an impression on the disease. Where the hair
has been falling rapidly, one bath has arrested
this (see Cases 12, 21); ulcers which have been
rapidly spreading have been rendered stationary
by one bath (Cases 3, 6.) After two or three
baths, the improvement is in most instances
marked ; and the cure is effected in one fourth,
or even one sixth of the time required for the
success of ordinary treatments. The nature of
the cases determines the time occupied in the
cure. In superficial skin diseases, or super-
ficial ulcers of the nose and throat, the cure is
very rapid. I have constantly known affections
of this kind entirely cured in a fortnight or
three weeks, without fear of relapse, and with
pleasure rather than inconvenience to the
patients.
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In enlargements of the bones and testes, in
indurations of the penis, persistent induration
of the cicatrix of a primary sore, the cure is
necessarily more tedious; the change of struc-
ture produced in such diseases must have time
for removal ; nevertheless, in these cases, which
require months of treatment, under common
circumstances, and which are not unfrequently
considered or given up as incurable, the moist
mercurial vapour will do more in a month than
any other treatment in six. I have known
cases (13, 23) of induration of the penis,
removed in three or four weeks, which have
not shown the slightest disposition to amend-
ment after weeks, and even months, of ordi-
nary internal treatment,

All authors and all surgeons conversant with
the treatment of syphilitic diseases, admit the
frequency of relapses under ordinary treat-
ments ; hence constitutional diseases are to be
feared as the result of primary uleers ; and when
one form of constitutional taint has been ap-
parently cured, it is commonly, after a time,

succeeded by another, Thus venereal diseases

Iiseases
most rebel-
lious,

Relapses
take place
very rarely.
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14 EFFECTS OF THE BATHS,

run through those phases or grades which have
been termed primary, secondary, and tertiary ;
and it has been a primary object in all plans
of treatment to have recourse to those which,
whilst they cure the disease then present in
the best manner, and with the least risk, shall
prevent the occurrence of future diseases under
another form. Nothing is more uncommon
than a relapse after treatment by the vapour.
I do not recollect more than three or four:
occurrences of this kind, and these have been
of the most trivial character. T have gene-
rally given the patient the most positive assu-
rances on this point, and I may say I have
not been disappointed. I have not seen se-
condary symptoms succeed to primary sores
treated by the baths, and I have used them in
all cases that would probably be followed by
such an occurrence.

The effects of the mercurial vapour-bath upon
the patient vary under different circumstances.
If the general health of the patient be ap-
parently good, and we have to control a single

isolated symptom of disease, such as a primary
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16 EMPLOYMENT OF THE VAPOUR.

fectly cured, which is proved by their not
having relapsed, or presented a fresh venereal
symptom after many years. These forms are
superficial diseases of the skin (Case 2), loss of
hair (Cases 5, 12, 17, 21), superficial ulcera-
tions of the nose and throat (Cases 14,15, 17).

Some varieties require a longer treatment,
as diseases of the deeper-seated parts of the
skin (Cases 1, 8), some forms of ulceration
(Cases 14, 15), diseases of the testicles (Case 7), -
and of the bones (Cases 4, 10, 14, 20),

To all forms of constitutional syphilitic dis-
ease, the treatment by vapour is applicable,
and beyond all doubt the most speedy, certain,
and safe remedy that can be employed, yet
there are some forms of disease which yield
with greater rapidity than others. That which
gives way with the greatest difficulty is the dn-
duration which succeeds to the healing of a
primary sore. I do not mean that soft fulness
which is sometimes found in such situations,
but that cartilaginous hardness which is met
with under the skin, and which is sure, sooner

or later, to end in local or constitutional mis-
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Treatment.

20 CASES.

When 1 first saw the patient the teeth were
loose, the appetite gone, the feet swollen, and
he was so weak that he could not sit upright
in his chair., 'What was to be done in such a
case? Broken down by disease and remedy,
it appeared almost a hopeless affair.

He took the ordinary decoctions of the woods
for some time with little benefit, and at length I
sent him into the hospital and put him upon the
use of the “ mercurial vapour-bath.” He was
ordered the compound decoction of sarsaparilla,
with beef-tea, and with small doses of the ex-
tract of opium. The baths were taken every
other day, and after each bath, each separate
ulcer, of which there were more than a hun-
dred upon the body, was carefully dressed and
rolled, In one month this patient was well;
at this period he had not a sore upon his body,
and he has never relapsed.

The cure in this case is altogether to be
attributed to the baths. The sarsaparilla and
opium were but accessory remedies, and the
patient had tried them without benefit before
the baths were used.
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In May 1846, she began to suffer from
cough, and emaciated a good deal, yet there
was no physical sign of disease of the lungs.
At this period she complained of sore throat,
and on inspection the soft palate had a
swollen, thickened appearance. In this state
she went into Wales, from whence she returned
in a fortnight, her throat having got rapidly
worse. There was now a small hole in the soft
palate, with a white margin, and the whole of
the throat was intensely red; there was also
an ill-conditioned ulcer, with a white slough,
in the left mostril, which threatened speedily
to perforate the nose.

The danger was imminent, and the state of
the parts such as to lead me to fear a very
serious and extensive mutilation, as the ulcers
in the throat and nose had only been present
two days, and already the soft palate was eaten
through in one place, and two other small
ulcers threatened to perforate it in others,

What was to be done in such a case?
There were no ordinary modes of treatment

that could have been brought to bear upon

Case 3.

Phaged®na
of the throat.

Uncertainty
of ordinarv
treatments in
such diseases.
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24 CASES,

such a state of things in less than three or
four days, and by that time the mutilations
would have been fearful, as disease was spread-
ing with great rapidity.

I determined to submit my patient at once
to the action of the mercurial vapour-bath,
in which she was placed with the head im-
mersed, for half an hour; this was repeated
on the next and succeeding days, when the
gums became tender and swollen. The first
bath arrested the whole of the wulcerative
process; on the third day the sloughs had
fallen, and the ulcers looked healthy. Six
more baths, at longer intervals, completed the
cure, there not remaining, at the end of
eighteen days, any apparent disease, except
the perforation in the soft palate, which was
small, and occasioned but little inconvenience.

I directed this lady, who was of a weak habit
of body, to take afterwards for some time the
iodide of iron, with a decoction of sarsaparilla,
She has had no new symptom now for nearly
two years, and it is to be hoped, as I think,
that the cure is permanent.
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26 CASES,

all the symptoms had disappeared, and the
hair was coming on rapidly.

About a year afterwards this gentleman
called on me, when passing through Birming-
ham, and told me he had not had any return
of complaint.

Loss of the hair is one of the commonest
symptoms of constitutional syphilis, and one
which generally follows superficial sores; its
nature is frequently deceptive, since, 1f it occur
at that period when the hair is lost from natural
causes, 1t 1s very apt to be overlooked altogether.
I have seen several instances of this. On care-
fully examining a patient, where this appears
the only symptom, we shall commonly find
others to strengthen our diagnosis, if the loss
of hair arise from venereal taint. One of the
most common 1s an inordinately red condition
of the mucous membrane of the nostrils, with
or without an increased or altered condition
of the secretions from these parts.

I consider the baths in such cases all but

specific, T have mever seen them fail. In
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This patient had taken mercury, iodine, and
sarsaparilla, under various forms, without
success.

He was completely cured by the baths, taken
every other day, in one month ; tenderness and
swelling of the gums was produced but nothing
more. He took no medicines internally during

this course, and has not relapsed.

Where it is important to produce a marked
and immediate impression on the system, &e.,
to arrest the progress of rapid ulceration, or
slonghing, as in the various forms of phage-
dena ; this plan of treatment cannot be esti-
mated too highly. I have seen phagedwna in
the nose, throat, and on the penis, stopped at
once by immersion in the baths for half or
three parts of an hour. No other remedy can
be brought to bear thus speedily upon diseases
of this nature, and the mutilations and losses
of substance which occur in such states take
place whilst we are waiting for the action of

remedies,
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30 CASES.

opium, to apply some decoction of poppies
to the part, and to confine himself strictly to
bed. On the next day the bath was repeated,
and the same practice followed. On the third
day the bath was again taken by which time
the sloughs were separating, and a healthy
eranular surface appeared underneath.

There had been no extension of ulceration
since the first bath. Nine baths completed
this patient’s cure in less than three weeks, and
the medicines employed, as well as the local
applications, were of the simplest character.
The mutilation was very trivial. The under
surface of the urethra and glans penis was
destroyed to a small extent, but from this the
patient suffered very little inconvenience.

This was a case of phagedewenic ulceration,
commencing, as it frequently does, in or at the
orifice of the urethra, with the nature of which
I was unhappily too familiar, having seen fright-
ful mutilation from sores of this nature under
ordinary plans of treatment.

The first case of secondary phagedena of
the throat, in which I had employed the mer-
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had succeeding to these, enlargement of the
glands in the left groin, which were painful
and tender, but after a time subsided without
suppuration. Some time afterwards this gentle-
man married, and soon afterwards the right
testis began to feel heavy and uneasy, and
gradually increased in size.

When I was first consulted on this case the
testis was as large as a turkey’s egg, hard, but
not painful or tender. I considered it of vene-
real origin; the patient was not of strumous
habit or family, and, on examining him care-
fully, I found that his hair came off, and that
the mucous membrane of the nostrils was
intensely red, and there were one or two spots
of superficial ulceration.

I recommended this patient to use the baths
every other day. After the fifth bath the gums
were a little uneasy, and, generally red and
elevated. The patient took five more baths at
longer intervals. The cure was complete in
six weeks, the patient pursuing his customary
avocations during the whole time of treatment.

There can be no question as to the venereal
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Symptoms.

34 ! CASES.

the ordinary forms of mercurial treatment, and
yet the patient is mot safe, and can rarely be

cured without it.

Casg 8.

Regular primary sore, with induration; succeeded by
pustular disease of the skin, and impaired general
health—Rapid cure by the Baths.

A young gentleman contracted a chancre,
the knowledge of which, from certain family
reasons and fears, he for some time kept to
himself. Several weeks afterwards I first saw
him, and he had then undergone no treatment.
There was a considerable induration between
the glans and prepuce, on the summit of which
was the primary sore not yet healed. The
skin was covered with a well-marked pustular
eruption. The pustules were in various stages,
some recent, others broken and covered
with eschars, and others again had degenerated
mmto open sores. He was pale and emaciated,
and his general health much impaired by his
disease, which had now existed fourteen or fif-
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Casg 9.

Pustular disease of the skin—Ulecers of the throat—-
Severe nocturnal pains in the hips, legs, and head—
Impaired general health—Rapid cure by the Baths.

A young man, aged 24, was sent to me from
Coventry, suffering from a formidable skin
disease of venereal origin. He had had twelve
months previously what appeared to be a regular
primary sore, for which he had taken mercury
to salivation. Under this treatment the ulcer
closed ; but before it was quite well he became
covered with a well-marked eruption of venereal
pustules. The disease had run the regular
course of all pustular venereal eruptions, The
pustules were, in some places, recent, in others
covered with dark brown crusts ; the crusts had
fallen off in other situations, and left foul, dirty,
irregular sores underneath ; in one or two places
the ulcers had healed, and left deep, red depres-
sions in the skin. In addition to the skin
disease there was an ulcer on each tonsil. This
patient was pallid, weak, and emaciated, and so

crippled with pains in the hips and shin-bones

A







Case 9.

Symptoms,

35 CASES.

been produced by or succeeded to internal
mercurial courses, prescribed for the cure of
either primary or constitutional Syphilis. The
detail of the last case illustrates this position.

I can bring forward another in support of it.

Casg 10.

Severe pains in the limbs, succeeding to a primary and
secondary venereal disease, treated by large quan-
tities of mercury internally—Radical and quick cure
by the Baths.

A young gentleman contracted syphilis in a
seaport abroad, and was treated by large quan-
tities of mercury by the surgeon of his vessel.

His primary disease was cured, but a pus-
tular eruption subsequently made its appear-
ance, and the glands of the groin on bhoth
sides became enlarged and tender. Before
he returned to England the skin disease had
nearly disappeared, but there remained copper-
coloured depressions in the skin, marking the
situations where the pustules had been, and
these places were at times much inflamed and

threatened to ulcerate again. The worst sym-
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Diseases of
the epidermis
and its appen-
dages.

40 CASES.

uncured, or which have appeared after they had
believed themselves perfectly safe.  These
symptoms are very commonly confined to the
epidermis and its appendages, and make their
appearance in the form of dry scales on the
palms of the hands, from which the epidermis
ultimately peels off ; sometimes the nails erack
and break, or dry shining scales appear about
the matrix of the nails themselves. Sometimes
there are dry white patches on different parts
of the skin, and with these appearances there
1s commonly a dryness of the throat and nos-
trils, and the hair and whiskers almost inva-
riably get thin. There are sometimes, coex-
isting with these symptoms, pains of various
kinds both in the bones and soft parts. In
such states after almost all varieties of internal
remedies have been used, and yet disease
remains, the baths become of the greatest utility,
and rarely fail in working a speedy and per-
manent cure. I bring forward one or two

cases 1n illustration.
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Symptoms.

192 CASES.

bath every other day for half an hour, and
to drink some warm decoction of guaiacum.
There was no complaint remaining at the end
of six weeks, and there has been no relapse.
He has remained without any fresh symptom

for nearly four years.

Case 12.

Superficial primary ulcers in the commencement—As
constitutional symptoms : scaly blotches on the skin,
superficial inflammation and uleeration of the throat,
peeling of the epidermis from the palms of the hands,
scaly condition of the nails, loss of the hair, eye-
brows, and whiskers—Cure by the Baths.

A gentleman consulted me for superficial
ulceration of the throat, which he considered
was venereal, and which doubtless was so, for it
was accompanied by other symptoms which
could not be mistaken. The membrane of the
nostrils was intensely red; there were a few
scaly spots on the body; the epidermis peeled
off in white, dry patches from the palms of the
hands; and the same scurfy condition existed
round the roots of the nails. The eyebrows
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Superficial primary sores—Secondary disease of the skin
under the form of shining, red, copper-coloured
patches—Subsequently a large induration as hard
as cartilage, occupying the site of the original ulcers.

A gentleman contracted some superficial
sores upon the penis, which he was assured
were not venereal, and would not be followed
by constitutional symptoms. They healed,
and the patient went abroad. On getting up
one morning he perceived his skin covered
with red shining patches; being alarmed, he
immediately set off for London, where he was
told the eruption was venereal, particularly
as there accompanied it an ulcer on each tonsil.
He was put upon a mercurial course, and the
eruption, after a time, got well. About this
time an induration made its appearance in the
situation of the original uleers, and kept in-
creasing till it was as large as a small walnut.
Notwithstanding the continuance of the mer-
cury by the mouth, the induration remained
stationary, and at this period the patient placed
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a second surgeon was consulted, who recom-
mended a blue pill three times a day, and some
other medicines. The mouth was kept sore
for three months, during which period the pa-
tient took one hundred and forty more pills.
Under this treatment the eruption on the back
disappeared, but the other symptoms in the
nose and throat were worse, and the pains in
the hips and legs increased in intensity.

This patient now came to me from a distance,
and placed himself under mycare. At this period
the tonsils were large, and on each side covered
with ash-coloured superficial ulcerations, the
mucous membrane of the nostrils was intensely
red, and covered also with ash-coloured spots.
There no doubt existed mischief higher up in
the nose, as the voice was thick, and the
breathing through the nose obstructed. The
patient had now suffered from disease and re-
medy for seven months. He was pale and
emaciated, and much depressed in spirits.

I placed him under the use of the baths, gave
him small doses of the extract of opium, and

recommended him to drink half a pint of warm
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grains of blue pill night and morning, and the
baths every other day. Primary ulcers so
treated are never followed by induration ;
salivation or ulceration of the mouth are never
produced ; and secondary symptoms would not
occur in one case in five hundred.

Case 15.

Superficial ulceration of the throat and nose—Alteration
of the voice—Relapses under internal mercurial

treatment for four months—Speedy cure by the
Baths.

A gentleman contracted several superficial
sores on the penis, which were attended with
considerable inflammation. They healed with-
‘out induration of the cicatrix, but as the pa-
tient had not been seen by me at this period,
I do not know what treatment was adopted.
About two months after this apparent cure, his
throat became dry, particularly the day after
any extra indulgence, such as a dinner party,
To this succeeded ulceration, several small
ash-coloured spots making their appearance on

each tonsil; the nose became dry and uncom-
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Case 16.

Pustular skin disease—Induration of the glands in the
groin on the left side to a great extent—Ulcer and
induration on the penis—=Severe pains in the head
and legs— Tenderness of the bones of the legs—
Failure of internal mercurial treatment pursued for
four months—Cure by the Baths and opium.

A gentleman entered my consultation-room
one morning, looking pale and emaciated, and
walking with a stick and a crutch. He gave
the following history of his disease. Ten
months previously he had contracted a sore,
which was situated on the lower part of the
glans penis, near the freenum. For the cure
of this, the primary, or for the prevention of
constitutional or secondary disease, he had
taken mercury by the mouth to some extent,
and for a long period. Whilst taking this
medicine about fifty or sixty small pustules
broke out in different parts of the body, chiefly
on the arms, legs, and head. His throat about
this period became sore, and he had continual
discharge from his nose. For these symptoms

he was recommended mercury internally in
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another form. The throat improved, but did
not get quite well ; some of the pustules also
dried up, and disappeared, but were succeeded
by others. The general health, previously
good, now began to fail, the appetite went, the
patient got thin and suffered from night sweats ;
he was also tormented during the night with
severe pains in the legs and head, those in the
ankles and hips at length became so severe
that he could not walk without the assistance
of a stick and a crutch, and yet, ten months
previously, the patient had been in good health,
and was only now thirty-two years of age.

On examination, I found a small fissure near
the frenum surrounded by considerable indu-
ration ; the glands in the left groin were en-
larged, hard, and tender, the whole mass as
large as a turkey’s egg. The throat was red,
and covered with four or five superficial, ill-
conditioned ulcers ; th.e nostrils were in the
same state; on both sides there were ulcers ;
the voice was hoarse, and there was constantly
expectorated a quantity of thick, adhesive
phlegm., There were from twenty to thirty

Case 16.
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fresh pustules, of small size, on different parts
of the body. The general health was broken
up; the appetite was bad; there was no rest;
the tongue was foul; the gums spongy; and
the breath fetid. This patient was very much
emaciated, and the perspirations in the night
were most profuse, bed and body linen being
completely saturated,

I looked with considerable anxiety on this
case ; the local symptoms, bad as they were, 1
did not fear; these were easily and certainly
manageable, but the general health of this
poor gentleman was so much impaired that 1
feared for the result., He was doubly poisoned,
first by syphilis, and secondly by mercury,
very probably acting upon a system peculiarly
inimical to the use of it, as the general state
of health showed, for I never saw such sym-
ptoms produced by syphilis where mercury had
not been given for its cure.

I ordered this patient to keep his room, and
prescribed for him a strong decoction of sarsa-
parilla, with beef-tea, and recommended him

to take, in addition, seven grains of powdered
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vapour-bath and the mercurial fume is in
such cases invaluable ; and wherever the patient
is able to support himself on a chair, they may
be used with perfect safety, and without risk.
The strength and heat of the bath being re-
culated according to the particular ecircum-
stances of the case.

I't is in such states that ulcerations, generally
fatal under ordinary treatments, occur in the
larynx, and low down in the pharynx. I have
seen, in the earlier years of my practice, several
patients die from these ulcerations, whom I
firmly believe would have been saved under
the plan I now recommend. Where ulcera-
tions are constitutional local remedies have
little influence over them, except for the mo-
ment. Mercury given internally is in such
cases almost altogether forbidden by the con-
dition of the general health of the patient.
Under the plan I here recommend it may be
administered in perfect safety, and is almost
the only hope for the patient.
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patient now, by the advice of his surgeon, who re-
sided at adistance, placed himself under my care.

At this period the whole of the throat had a
deep red appearance, the tonsils were much en-
larged and tender externally, and their surface
covered with superficial ash-coloured ulcers, one
or two of these ulcers on each side being deeper
than the rest. The uvula was elongated, thick-
ened, and had a tuberose appearance; on its ex-
tremity were situated two or three small uleers
similar to those on the tonsils ; there was a diffi-
culty of breathing through the nose, the mucous
membrane of which was intensely red, and
superficially ulcerated. There were a few small
pus-tulf:s on the body, and one or two on the
head ; the hair was thinning fast. The general
health was good.

This patient took the baths every other day
with the head immersed; he was directed
to take also some decoction of guaiacum
night and morning ; the dose in the evening
warm on getting into bed; the gums became
very tender after the fifth bath, and his

condition was much amended by this time ;
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the moist mercurial vapour, whether this be
associated with medicines taken internally or
not. In some cases the cure has been expe-
dited by the decoction of sarsaparilla and guaia-
cum, but I never prescribe mercury internally

in such cases, if the patient can take the baths.

Case 18,

Chronic ulceration of the throat and nose—Failure of
various internal mercurial treatments pursued at
intervals for nine months— Speedy cure by the
Vapour.

A surgeon called on me one day, with a
patient, suffering from an irregular superficial
ulceration of the throat, and redness, with su-
perficial ulceration of the nose. He had tried
various plans with him for some time, but the
disease had constantly relapsed when medicine
was discontinued.

I advised him to leave off mercurial medi-
cines altogether, to take small doses of opium
and guaiacum at bed-time, and directed him
to use the vapour. Some weeks after I met

this gentleman, who told me the plan had been
quite successful.
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Treatment.
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thick slough ; the remainder of the membrane of
the nostril was of a deep, dark-red colour, which
colour pervaded also the other nostril, but the
latter was not ulcerated. The ulceration was
spreading rapidly, and, the patient believed,
had only been in existence about two days.
When I first saw this ulcer it only affected the
mucous membrane, but its edges were so
intensely red, and disease proceeding with so
much rapidity that I apprehended speedy per-
foration of the cartilage, having more than
once seen the soft palate eaten through by an
ulcer of this kind in twenty-four hours. I
mentioned my fears to my patient, and told
her I knew of but one method of speedily, if
not immediately, arresting her disease, sup-
posing her case should be as fortunate as some
others I had seen submitted to a similar
plan of treatment ; and this was by means of the
moist mercurial vapour, which I advised her
instantly to use.

The head was immersed in the bath; and
the patient was kept in it for half an hour.

The vapour produced, as it sometimes does, a
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Case 20.

Primary sores treated by an internal mercurial course—
Afterwards, violent pains in the head, spots on the
skin, ulceration of the nose.

A gentleman contracted a sore on the penis,
for the cure of which he was directed to take
mercury internally; this was done to some
extent, and after a time the sore healed, leaving
a thickened condition of the prepuce upon
which it was situated. Before the termination
of the mercurial course he began to suffer from
violent pains in the head, which were at times
so severe as to induce delirium. The mercury
was now given up, the pains became less, but
did not leave him, and in addition the hips
and legs were affected with similar pains; the
nose became dry, and discharged from time to
time hard, foul crusts, and there were also a
few scaly blotches on different parts of the skin.

The patient now placed himself under my
care, and I recommended to him the use of
the moist mercurial vapour, and preseribed

for him some small doses of opium, and a de-
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coction of the woods to be drank warm in bed
night and morning. At this period there was
superficial ulceration in each nostril, and the
membrane generally was intensely red. The
patient was in an agony of distress about his
nose, fancying it would fall in, in spite of all
my assurances that there was neither disease of
the cartilages or bones. His monomania was
most distressing, it rendered his life miserable.
After a few weeks treatment the symptoms
yielded, the pains were gone, and the ulcera-
tion of the nose had healed, though it still
remained red, and, occasionally, discharged a
lomp of hard mucus. This gentleman had no
confidence in any treatment except the baths;
and, on two occasions, fancying himself worse,
travelled from the north of Scotland to have
them administered under my care. In about
three months from the time of my first seeing
this patient he was perfectly well, did not pre-
sent a trace of venereal taint, and his mind
had become more tranquil ; he had confidence
in the permanence of his cure, and felt satisfied

that his nose was no longer in danger,

Case 20.
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Case 21,

Chronie disease of the throat, and loss of hair—Failure
of ordinary treatments—Cure by the Baths.

A commercial gentleman, aged 34, was sent
to me by his surgeon, for my opinion respecting
his throat, which had been affected with syphi-
litic uleeration for several months, and had
resisted the ordinary means of cure, or relapsed
when medicines were discontinued. This pa-
tient had suffered originally from several small
superficial sores on the penis. Some time after
the healing of which his throat became dry
and inflamed, and his hair began to come off,
When I first saw this gentleman the throat
was intensely red, the tonsils enlarged, and
their surface covered with several ash-coloured
ulcers; the membrane of the nostrils was also
very red, and he could not breathe -easily
through them; his sense of smell was much
impaired, and he had entirely lost his hair,
and was obliged to wear a wig. I could not

learn the exact mode of treatment that had
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Case 22.

Superficial primary sores—Inflammation, and enlarge-
ment of the glands in the left groin— Mercurial
frictions, &c., without success—Cure by mercurial
frictions and the Baths.

A gentleman consulted me respecting some
abrasions on the penis, which he had perceived
after a suspicious intercourse. They quickly
healed ; but after a hard day’s hunting he per-
ceived a tenderness in the left groin, and the
next day walked with difficulty. Being at that
time in the north of England he consulted a
surgeon who told him he was suffering from
bubo, and a mercurial course was necessary.
He took mercury by the mouth, and rubbed
in some mercurial ointment into the thighs till
the mouth was sore. The glands in the groin
continued to enlarge, and it appeared probable
they would suppurate. Getting alarmed about
his state he now placed himself under my care.

At this period he could not walk, the mass
of inflamed glands was as large as a turkey’s
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egg, red at the summit, exceedingly painful
and tender, and from a feeling of fluctuation
given to the finger it appeared probable that
matter had already formed. I had, however,
so repeatedly seen sufgeons deceived as to the
presence of matter in cases like the present,
and protracted diseases produced by incisions,
that I abstained from making a puncture in
this case, and believe that the lancet in all cases
of this description should be nused with extreme
caution. The patient was much emaciated,
and worn out by pain, want of rest, and night
perspirations.

I applied a blister over the bubo, gave
him an opiate at bedtime, and, after two
or three days’ rest, recommended that he
should commence the use of the baths every
other day, and rub in every night half a seruple
of mercurial ointment. This patient left me
well in five weeks. He had pursued mercurial
treatment for three months previously, without
the slightest benefit, not the least impresssion
had been made upon his disease. This gentle-

man has remained perfectly well; it is fifteen

Case 22,
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The patient, at this period, came under my
care ; the induration, the principal feature of
the disease was like a piece of cartilage under
the skin; but the whole of the upper portion
of the prepuce was full and red ; and the indu-
ration was tender to the touch.

I recommended the baths every other day,
and advised the medicines to be continued,
which consisted in a solution of the bichloride
of mercury in the decoction of sarsaparilla.
The spots soon disappeared, and were seen no
more ; the tenderness of the arm next yielded ;
the induration was longer in giving way, after
the third bath, however, it was manifestly
softer and less tender, but had not entirely
disappeared for ten weeks, the treatment
having been from time to time interrupted by
the business avocations of the patient.

I do not believe it would have been possible
to have cured this patient by internal medi-
cines alone. He had continued them for three
months in the first instance before the indura-
tion yielded ; and it was clear that the consti-
tutional taint still remained, by the return of
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nose rendered him very anxious, more espe-
cially as his surgeon had given him a very
unfavorable opinion with regard to its termi-
nation.

About two years and a half ago he had con-
tracted superficial sores upon the penis, which
had healed under ordinary treatment, and for
which he had taken mercury by the mouth,
though I could not learn to what extent,
About two years ago he observed a continual
discharge from his nose, and this was some-
times mixed with matter, and occasionally with
blood ; at intervals of two or three days or a
week, there came from the nose hard erusts of
dry mucus, bearing the shape of the spongy
bones of the nose, and having on the surface
which had been adherent, spots of pus as
though they had been thrown off from an
ulcerated surface. These symptoms were
chiefly confined to the left nostril, and the
bones of the nose on this side were considerably
Jarger than those on the right, and tender to
the touch. After these symptoms had con-
tinued for some months the eye on the same
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side began to water, and the tears from time
to time flowed over the cheek. On pressing
the lachrymal sac, the tears, with occasionally
a few drops of pus, could be pressed out through
the puncta. About this period the bones of
the legs became very painful, particularly at
night when in bed ; and the left testicle began
to enlarge without pain; night perspirations
set in, the appetite was lost, and the general
health became altogether impaired and bad.
At this time the patient came under my
care. He was then pale and emaciated ; on
examination of the nose I discovered a dirty-
looking superficial ulcer of the septum, and of
the inferior turbinated bone on the left side,
the membrane of the nostrils on both sides
was intensely red, the patient spoke thick, and
was at times hoarse, doubtless resulting from
the condition of the nose. The bones of the
nose and cheek, on the left side, were enlarged,
tender to the touch, and the skin was slightly
red over these parts. The throat was dry and
uncomfortable occasionally, though neither

inflamed nor ulcerated,

Case 24.
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I directed this patient to use the vapour,
with the head immersed, to continue it for
half an hour, using three drachms of the bin-
oxide of mercury for each bath, which was
taken two days together, and then omitted for
one.

At the same time I recommended ten
grains of the compound powder of ipecacuanha,
with as much guaiacum, to be taken night and
morning, and twice in the day a glass of warm
decoction of sarsaparilla, with five grains of the
hydriodate of potass, and twenty minims of the
wine of colchicum.

At the end of a fortnight the improvement
was very marked; the pains were gone, the
perspiration had ceased ; the patient could eat,
and the swelling of the testicle was nearly
reduced. The tenderness had disappeared
from the bones of the nose, and the fulness
was much less, There remained, however,
still some discharge from the nose, and the
tears still ran over the cheek.

The treatment was continued at intervals

for three months ; and, at the end of this time,
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the patient appeared in very good health ; he
had not a symptom of constitutional taint,
unless the partial obstruction of the nasal duct,
still remaining, was to be considered as such;
and this canal was evidently assuming, though
slowly, its natural condition.*

I have already stated that an inflamed and
ulcerated condition of the mucous membrane
of the passages of the nose is a very common
symptom of constitutional syphilitie taint ; and
I have seen a number of cases where it has
continued for a very long period of time with-
out extending further than the mucous mem-
brane lining the nose, though in other instances
its advances are more rapid,and its consequences
more serious, In some instances syphilitic
affections of the nose are limited to a mere
chronic inflammation of the membrane lining
the meati, and are accompanied by discharges
of thickened, dry, mucous crusts, having the
shape and appearance of the bones themselves ;

and this T have known continue for many years,

* The naso-lachrymal duct ultimately recovered its
natural condition, and became pervious,

Case 24.
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without getting much worse. On examining
the nostrils of such patients they are found to
be intensely red, covered with mucous erusts,
and the membrane in places slightly ulicerated.
The previous history of the patient, the co-
existence of some other symptom of venereal
taint, and the effects of appropriate treatment,
leave no doubt as to the nature of such dis-
eases. In other instances more serious forms
of ulceration are present, and these ulcers
assume either a chronic or an acute character.
I have seen two instances, in one of which
there had been a constitutional taint for six
years; and, in the other, for nine; and the
nostrils affected the whole period, where an
acute ulcer has perforated the septum in a few
days.

In some rarer cases the chronic inflamma-
tion of the nose is not limited to the meati,
but extends from the inferior one up the nasal
duct, and partially or completely obliterates it.
I have seen three cases of this kind, one
which had existed several years; and the dis-

charge of tears over the cheek coincided with
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on the side of the nose, one on the right cheek,
and several of smaller character on different
parts of the face, neck, head, and back. The
hair at this time came off in large quantities,
when brushed or eombed, and soon became
very thin. These spots were neither preceded,
accompanied, or followed by inflammation,
ulceration, or desquamation of the skin, and
they are to be distinguished from that kind of
discoloration of a venereal character, which
is seated in the ecicatrix of a constitutional
ulcer of the skin, after it has healed, which
cicatrix is always depressed in the substance of
the skin itself, and of which I have already
related one or two examples.

From June to September this patient un-
derwent various kinds of treatment for the
spots, which continued stationary, or rather
increased during this period; and early in
October he placed himself under my care. At
this time the spots were dark brown discolora-
tions, nearly circular, unaccompanied by pain,
uneasiness, or inflammation of any kind, and

did not disappear under pressure. He had
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the skin, almost invariably coexist with other
symptoms, whose nature is more unequivocal.
In the case just detailed, the previous history,
the condition of the throat, and the loss of
hair leave no doubt as to the true nature of
the disease. Syphilitic alterations in the colour
of the skin (macule syphiliticee) are rarely,
if ever, ushered in, or accompanied, by that
febrile action, which is common at the com-
mencement of the ordinary venereal eruptions ;
they are mot accompanied by any other
alteration of the skin beyond change of colour ;
there is neither inflammation, ulceration, nor
desquamation.

These rare forms of disease are slow in their
progress, and rebellious to all ordinary treat-
ments ; indeed it is rare to find them cured at
all under such circumstances. Cazenave quotes
a case of this nature from Biett’s practice,
in which the patient’s health was entirely
destroyed by the means adopted to remove
them, which, even in the hands of men of such
ample experience, was unsuccessful. The case

I have just detailed, of even aggravated form,
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Casg 26,

Constitutional syphilis of ten years’ duration : Periodical
attacks of disease in the throat—Affections of the
nose and testis—At the end of nine years an acute
attack of disease in the throat, with speedy per-
foration of the soft palate—Failure of mercurial
and iodine treatments conducted in the ordinary
manner—Speedy and remarkable improvement of
all the symptoms, and disappearance of many of
them under treatment by the Vapour.

Eymptos, R © , a farmer from Staffordshire,
aged 23, consulted me, when passing through
Birmingham in 1840, for a slight eruption and
sore throat, which were both of syphilitic
origin ; he had had primary sores some months
previously, for which he had taken mereury to
salivation. I neither saw nor heard from this
patient for nine years; but, early in 1849, he
again came to me. He stated that he had
never been well since he first saw me; that
from time to time he had had attacks of in-
flammation, and ulceration of the throat, which
had yielded to medicine, (the hydriodate of

potass,) but had always recurred after the
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had perforated the velum, and through which
the nasal mucus flowed, as it was close under
the posterior nares; the ulcer was rapidly
spreading, and threatened destruction to the
whole of the contiguous parts. The throat and
fauces presented no trace of inflammation.

Encouraged by the success which had at-
tended the use of the fumigation in two other
cases (Nos. 3, 6,) I immediately proposed it
to my patient, who was immersed in a powerful
bath for half an hour, for which was used two
drachms of the binoxide, and two drachms of
the bisulphuret of mercury. On the next day
the pain was gone, the ulecer had not extended,
and the inflammation was certainly less. On
the second and third days the bhaths were
repeated in the same manner, and of the same
strength, The mouth had now become so sore
that they could not be continued, although
neither salivation mnor ulceration was pro-
duced, merely an even redness and swelling of
the gums.

The patient was directed to take twenty

drops of Battley’s solution of opium three
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charges from it, are very frequently the chief
symptoms that mark a latent venereal taint;
this is a point which I have before had occasion
to allude to ; and it is one of very considerable
importance, The treatment of this case, as of
No. 6, illustrates the power of the moist mer-
curial fume in arresting formidable diseases of
this nature, and arresting them so quickly, so
certainly, and so safely. I do believe that no
other plan of treatment could have been framed
which would have saved the whole of the roof
of the mouth from horrible mutilation.

This ulcer was evidently of nasal origin, and
the velum had been perforated from behind ;
it had not been preceded by any ulceration in
the throat, or on the fore part of the velum ;
and the first knowledge the patient had of the
existence of the ulcer, was, the sight of the
perforation in the palate, I repeat, that in all
cases of secondary Syphilis the passages of the
nose should be carefully examined, as they
furnish some of the best tests we can have of

the existence of a latent constitutional taint.
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By means of an apparatus, easily contrived,
a stream of the vapour, made with half a
drachm of the binoxide of mercury for each
fume, was directed into the fauces and up the
nostrils every morning. After four or five
inhalations the mouth became sore, and the
remedy was used less frequently.

The symptoms entirely disappeared under
this treatment; and, three months afterwards,
when the patient called on me, she had
recovered her health and strength, and ap-
peared perfectly well.

I have, in many instances, employed the
vapour of the binoxide, the iodide, and the
gray oxide of mercury locally, in many ano-
malous symptoms, which were consequent upon
protracted and constitutional Syphilis, and
which did not appear to require the general
application of such remedies. These diseases
have been fissures and cracks in the tongue,
pains in the throat, fauces, and larynx, which
had previously been the seat of ulceration,
fissures of the anus, cracks ahout the lips, &e.

One of these cases I have just detailed, and
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mucous crusts, with some suspicious spots on
the skin, and a general cachectic condition,
the result probably of large quantities of
mercury which he had taken for the cure of
the primary disease,

He was treated by the moist vapour of the
bisulphuret, and binoxide of mercury. In about
ten weeks he had perfectly recovered ; and at
the end of three months had become very
florid, and got very fat. There remained, how-
ever, some uneasiness in the throat, and from
time to time a blush of redness spread over the
pharynx and fauces, accompanied by dryness,
and slight pain when he swallowed. These
symptoms rendered him uneasy, but as they did
not appear to me sufficiently important to con-
demn him a second time to a full course of treat-
ment, I directed half a drachm of the vapour
of the binoxide of mercury to be directed into
the throat three times a week. Each applica-
tion gave him great relief; at the end of three
weeks the throat no longer troubled him, and
for twelve months there has been no return of

disease in any form,
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Case 29.

Constitutional syphilis of fifteen months' duration: Re-
moval of the symptoms under treatment by the
vapour of the bisulphuret of mercury—Subsequently
fissure, and red elevations upon the tongue—Treat-
ment locally by the vapour of the iodide—FPerma-
nent and perfeet cure.

A young gentleman, who had been suffering
from secondary and constitutional syphilis for
about fifteen months, came under my care in
the early part of 1848, He was treated me-
thodically by the fumigations, and took in ad-
dition some decoction of guaiacum, with the
syrup of iodide of iron, as he was of a weak
and delicate constitution. About two months
after the disappearance of any venereal taint, a
long fissure or erack came in the tongue, and
four or five large, red, hard, elevations ap-
peared, having the appearance of small straw-
berries ; the tongue was red and painful. These
symptoms appeared to me of venereal origin,
although his health appeared good, and he

presented no other appearance of taint,
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I suggested to him the use of a local fumiga-
tion of the vapour of five grains of the iodide of
mercury every other day. No other remedy was
used, and in three weeks the fissure had closed,
and the tongue presented its natural appear-

ance.

I have seen several instances in which fis-
sures, superficial ulcerations, or indurations;
thickening, and unevenness of some part of the
tongue have remained for years after the pa-
tient had been cured of all other symptoms of
Syphilitic taint ; and, I believe, although these
are occasionally dependent upon a general affec-
tion ; they are, nevertheless, in many instances
local diseases only. They are almost always
rendered worse by mercury given by the
mouth, and probably are merely forms of
chronic stomatitis, produced originally by the
internal administration of this drug. It will
easily be discovered whether they are symptoms
of general infection, by the co-existence of
some of the other symptoms, of which I have
so frequently spoken. If the health be good,
and such symptoms are absent, they are local

Case 29,
Treatment.

Ohservations.
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Symptoms.

06 CASES.

diseases. They yield in a rapid manner to
treatments by the vapour, and the cures are

permanent.

Case 30.

Excavated ulcers of the throat, treatment internally
by a full course of mercury—Recurrence of the
disease —A second course of mercury— A third
attack of ulceration—Complete and permanent cure
by the vapour of the iodide of mercury,

S. P

mercury internally for two deep ulcers of the

was treated by a full course of

throat, one situated on each tonsil, under which
the ulcers healed. A short time afterwards
the throat again ulcerated, and the patient was
a second time submitted to a mercurial course,
pushed to salivation ; the ulcers again healed,
but, in a short time, again broke out. The
patient was, at this period, placed under my
care. The health was a good deal broken
by the two courses of mercury previously em-
ployed, the patient was thin and weak, and the
appetite bad. T directed the patient to take
the compound infusion of gentian, with dilute
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skin disease ; but the ulceration of the throat,
although at times disappearing, kept constantly
recurring ; she had also two small ulcers of the
tongue. Both the ulcersof the throat and tongue
healed rapidly under the use of the vapour of

the iodide, and the cure was permanent.

Case 31.

Constitutional syphilis of seven years’ duration: Noe-
turnal pains, with enlargement and tenderness of
the bones of the nose, and of the bones of the left
arm—Sarcocele of the left testis—Failure of the
ordinary treatments—Complete cure by the Author’s
method in four months without relapse.

A dramatic artist of celebrity, who had been
married for some years, and who had not had
any primary venereal disease, in any shape or
form, since his marriage, consulted me in the
early part of 1849. He came to me as a forlorn
hope, despairing of relief, as he had constantly
relapsed after discontinuing the best-framed
ordinary treatments, conducted by eminent
surgeons, amongst whom may be mentioned
the late Mr, Aston Key. When T first saw this
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I directed him to use half an ounce of the
bisulphuret of mercury, and half a drachm of
the iodide of mercury for each of the first three

“ baths, which were to be taken every third day,

and to take internally some small doses of the
hydriodate of potass with colchicum.

After the third bath, which had shghtly
affected the mouth, the nocturnal pains had
disappeared, and the tenderness was gone from.
the arm ; he could bear the bones pressed and
handled, although previously they had been
exquisitely tender. The treatment was con-
tinued at intervals for three months; some-
times the baths were taken once a week, at
other times not so frequently, the medicines
also were continued. The pains never returned,
and, at the end of the period I mention, the
nose and testis had been long perfectly well.

This was a well-marked case of chronic
syphilitic periostitis; the treatment of which,
by my method, was rapid, safe, and successful.
Perhaps no forms of constitutional Syphilis
are more formidable than those which are

seated in the periosteumm and bones; and
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times sufficiently severe to occasion lameness.
About this time the patient became languid,
and was troubled oceasionally with profuse
night perspirations. For these symptoms he
took various medicines under the direction of
experienced surgeons; and, about six months
after the first appearance of the skin disease,
he placed himself under my care.

When I first examined this gentleman he
presented a most formidable array of conmsti-
tutional symptoms. On the face were forty or
fifty pustules, with hard, nodular bases; and,
in the substance of the left cheek, two tubercles,
each as large as a horsebean, and one on the
back of the neck still larger, the surfaces of
which were beginning to inflame. On the
fore part of the neck were a number of copper-
coloured scaly blotches of the size of a shilling ;
and the body generally was covered with a faint
copper-coloured mottling, into which the first
rash had subsided. The right testis was three
times the size of the left, and the tibia of the
right leg much enlarged, very painful at night,
and tender to the touch; the patient had
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this early period, were less, and the tubercles
softer. Very little medicine was taken in this
case. The patient drank a cup of guaiacum
tea two or three times a day, in which were
dissolved three grains of the iodide of potassium,
and he took also a dose of opium at bed-fime.
Such remedies alone, and in such doses, would
have exerted but little influence over so formi-
dable a disease, and many of the symptoms
could not have been expected to yield at all to
such medicines. The cure was complete in five
weeks, and it has been real and permanent ;
no relapse nor return of complaint in any
form. The general health has been also,
as it commonly is, much improved by the
treatment.

In cases of complicated constitutional Syphi-
lis, such as the one just detailed, we cannot
estimate too highly the plan of treatment by
the moist mercurial fume. In such and similar
cases the symptoms are so numerous and varied,
that, in the ordinary way, we are almost at a
loss to know what kind of internal treatment

to recommend. No plan is laid down by
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I believe there are very few cases to be met
with that would resist its judicious employ.

In this volume, and the cases I have detailed,
I have considered the remedy in its curative
effects on Secondary and Constitutional Syphilis
only, and have not at all entered into the
question of its preventive power in warding off
constitutional disease, when used during the
treatment of a primary venereal sore. I be-
lieve that, in a vast majority of instances of
primary venereal ulcers, that no secondary or
constitutional disease would occur, if such ulcers
were treated with mild topical applications,
occasional aperients exhibited, excesses avoided,
and the moist vapour of the binoxide, or iodide
of mercury, used twice a week till the sore has
healed. I have treated many ulcers on this
plan, and have not seen one succeeded by a
secondary disease.

There is another primary, or rather con-
secutive symptom, which is in most cases ma-
terially benefited by the moist mercurial fume;
I allude to the various forms of bubo, adenitis,

or lymphitis. It has been a main object with










