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work, on the influence of seasom, sex, and age, are
the following :—* Of the total number of the insane,
women form one-third more than men.  Women are
most subjeck to the attack of insanity in July; but
for men this month is in the third rank; with a re-
ference to civil statistics, we find that more than one-
fourth of the men are bachelors: as to age, we find
mental disenses develop themselves in men between
the 30th and 39th yvears, and in women between the
40th and 49th years; as to the nature of the affec-
tions, melancholy predominates in women, and the
tendency to homicide in men. The same contrast is
found in the cures, deaths, and relapses.”

CHAPTER II.

DEVELOPMEST OF MORAL QUALITIES,
1. Of Foresight, Temperance, Activity, &o.
I mave already observed, that it is not &0 much a
method which we want, when endeavouring to appre-
ciate the development of moral qualities, as sufficient
and trustworthy datn. Tor example, if we are consi-
dering the virtues most essential to the social state, we
have searcely any data, and those which exist, having
been colleeted with intentions very different from our
own, are either unfit for purposes of comparison, or
utterly incomplete. For example, let us suppose that
we want to ascertain the degree of foresight at diffi-
rent periods of 1ife, as well as the modifications of this
virtue by the differences of sex, locality, profession, &e,
We are obliged to recur to actions by which this fore-
gight has been manifested; and ift we cannot collect
them all, it is at loast necessary to unite as groat a
mmmber as posgible, and to take care that the classes
of individuals who are the subject of eomparison are
in the same circumstances. It is in choosing, class-
ing, and reflecting upon the materials, that discern-
ment and unprejudiced reasoning are so essentially
necessary, sinee the examples to be followed have not
yet been laid down. Those who first enter upon this
field of research, will no doubt often go astray; but
their efforts will be valuable and usefﬁ if they are
conducted with candour and impartiality. Nothing
is more injurions to the interests of science, than to
mﬁﬁke such researches with notions proviously

If we had anthentic documents resdimling savings'
banke, assurance societies, and the different institu-
tions which encourage foresight—if these documents
gave the age, sex, profession, and every other requisite
information concerning the individoals who take part
in the operations of these establishments—it is evident
that we should already have very satisfuctory ele-
ments to enable us to obtain an approximation to the
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useful elements for our purpose in a iating the
want of order and foresight.  On mnﬁ% a;uhjg.mg i
of inquiry which I have just mentioned, there '
e?lﬂ'[]!‘;mg! which are more or less complete, but whiclh
are little understood in general, as I have already
observed, &

Dirunkenness is a viee of which we ought to have
exnet records in countrics where the police are ag.
tive; yet it is to be regretted that they are altogether
unknown to those who have the greatest interest in
making use of them. As drunkenness is & common
source of many other vices, and also of crimes—
tending to demoralise and to deteriorate the species—
governments cught to favour the researches nfl learned
men, who seek to ascertain the condition of the people,
and who try to improve them. Dronkenness is influ-
eneed by o great mumber of canses which are easily
estimated,-because the necessary data reguire
investigation than those relating to other analogous
cstimates. I am persuaded that a work, well writte
which would endeavour to make known the injuries
this pestilence inflicts on society, wonld be of the
greatest utility, and would furnish an explanation of
a great number of isclated facts which depend upon
it, and which we are in the habit of considering as
purely accidental. '

In England, about half a century age, strong drinks
and lignors were used in excess; and authors werp
not long in finding out to what extent this vies
led to thoughtlessness and injury in the nation, how
mugeh the health of man saffered, and how much the
mortality increased with the demoralisation of the
people.  Their observations have not been lost ; and
o progressive reformation took place, commencing
with the better classes. 'This defect, formerly so com-
mon, and of which they were almost proud, is not to
be seen now, except in the lower orders, from among
whom it will gradually disappear, as much as the na-
ture of a moist climate will allow, where
taken moderately, are colenlated to produce a useful
cffeet. When climate creates o necessity, it is very
difficult to prevent the public from abusing it. T am
obliged to My Babbage for the communication of some
curions documents, containing alist of all the dranken
persons who have been arrested by the London police
in the year 1832, and who were immediately released,

nse no charge was brought against them. Al-
though the results of one year cannot be very |
I have thought proper not to omit them. If we pos-
sessed an extensive series of similar documents, we
should find inaifhﬁ? the rnﬂnsb pr]ﬂé.ciuui memorinls of
the manners of the English people, and, in particular,
all which relates to changes in the condition of the
population.
Number of Drunken Persons talen up by the
London Police in 1832,

Syt

valuez we are secking. We may conceive, moreover,

w much discernment is necessary, in placing the AT LB

ividuals concerned in similar circumstances, and
distinguishing those among whom it is impossible to | danuary, = = = - :-]lgg 3.’.'3 }g
establish any comparison; not to mention other data uw_' - = 1,190 710 14

5 " ]

necessary to enable us, from the time at which they | Apr, S T 1,150 M) 1467
were taken, to render all chances equal on both | May, - - - - 1,200 e I
gides. We should be able, with due precautions, to iunh e R o llﬁ ﬁ {:-g
make other documents, furnished by establishments idu;rf.uh T A 1,056 s 1@
of another nature, available for the same purpose, and | geptember, - - - 1l o7a s
which wonld serve in this manner to verify the former | October, - - - 1,560 | 1,00 142
eonclusions. Thus, the number and value of the objects NWW;':_’- i T ]l:m E :g
placed in pawnbrokers' hands, will hettar exemplify ke w0
the want of foresight of a community than any misery R Bas | 10,20 149
in its condition. For, if it be true that accidents and . .
reverses of fortune sometimes compel men, even the | The number of drunken people taken up by the

most prudent, to have recourse to such establishments,
it much more frequently happens that the deposits
are placed there from want of due care and economy.
The passion for gambling, the number of failures, the
frequenting of coffee-houses and low haunts, drunken-
ness, and many other circumstances, would furnizh

police was then 25,623; to which we ought to
5505 individuals brought before the magistrates, and
compelled to pay a fine, as well as 3420 others, who
have likewise conducted before the magistra

but without ing condemnation ; so that
total amounts to 32,557. We must remark, that
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This ratio is about 1 homicide to 12 suicides, M,
Hermann has found that, in Tusein, the number of
suicides is almost equal to that of homicides, and
that this ratio docs pot vary much in the different
parts of the empire, although the number of suicides
and homicides are far from preserving the same com-
parative value to the population® In France, the
sulcides are to the population as 1 to 20,000 nearly,
and the homicides as 1 to 48,000; this ratio of sui-
vides to homicides is therefore nearly as & to 3.

In concluding this chapter, T shall lay before the
render the principal conclusions contained in the work
of M. Falret on suicides, from the re of M. Serres
to the Institute of France, which gives the only re-
sults hitherto published. * Suicides present, in both
sexes, n very remarkable contrariety, according to the
results furnished by tables. Thus, the month of April,
attended with the greatest number of suicides among
men, 18 only so in the fifth degree smong women ;
with the latter, the month of August ocenpies the
same rank as April does for men.

The social position of the parties presents o no less
remarkable contrast. Of the men, it is bachelors who
form the largest number; and of the women, we find
the greatest number among those engaged in the bonds
of matrimony. We cannot omit to observe here the
difference between women and men, as respects the
influence of concubinage on the production of velun-
tary death : this influence, for women, is almost treble,

Ve observe atill more striking differences, if such
can be, between the two sexes, ns respects the influ-
ence of age. In men, it is from 35 to 45 that the
greatest number of suicides take place; in women it
is from 25 to 35. The next iod for men is 45 to
55; whilst in women this unﬁulﬂs the fifth rank :
but, by a singular compensation, we observe twice as
many suicides among young girls as among boya who
have not reached their fifteenth year,

If we inquire into the mode of self-destruction which
is tised, we shall see that men give a decided
preference to entting instruments and fire-arms, whila
women destroy themselves by poison, falls from o
great height, or asphyxinte themselves by means of
burning charcoal.”

CHAFTER III.
~ OF THE DEVELOPMEST OF THE PROPEXSITY T0 CRIME.
L. OFf Crimes in General, and of the Repression of them.

Svrrosive men to be placed in similar circumstances,
I call the greater or less probability of committing
erime, the propensity o ertme. My objoct i3 more
especially to investigate the influence of season, cli-
mate, sex, and age, on this propengity.

I have said that the circumstances in which men
are placed ought to be similar, that is to say, equally
favourable, both in the existence of ohjects likely to
excite the propensity and in the facility of commit-
ting the crime. It is not enough that a man may
merely have the intention to do evil, he must also
have the opportunity and the means. = Thus the pro-

nsity to erime may be the same in France as in

ngland, without, on that account, the marality of the
nations being the same, I think this distinetion of
importance. :

= Mémoires do 1" Académie de Pétersbourg, 1600; and Bulletin
de Al de Fémssac, Nov. 18I

4 This has been very clearly cstablished by M. Alphonss de
Candalle, in an ariicle entitled Consiferationg sur s Statiztiqie
fer Delite, Inserted in tho Bitdiothéque Universelle de Gende, Felk
1630, The author regards the propensity of individuals to erime
ns depending on thelr morallty, thoe temptation to which they
are expased, and the greater or loss facility they may find Lo com-
mit offences.  OF these three enuscs, the first belongs more espe-
elnlly to the man ; thie other two are, properly speaking, extornal
fo hifm. As it iswith man that I un occupicd, T have uugau'mmd,
in the canrse of my researches, that the causes external to him
might be constantly nearly equal, so thnt fhey might be left out
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There §s still another important distinetion to be
made; namely, that two whﬁlﬂdmh may have the
same propensity to crime, without being equally ori.
minal, if one, ﬁ];r example, were inclined tﬁheft{' and
the other to assassination.®

Lastly, this is also the ﬁ-lace to examine a difficulty
which has not escaped M. Alphonse de Candolle jn
the work above mentioned: it is this, that cur ohb.
servations can only refer to a cerfain number of known
and tried offences, out of the unknotwn sum total of crimes
committed. Since this sum total of erimes committed
will probably ever continue unknown, all the rea-
soning of which it is the basis will be more or less
defective. T do not hesitate to say, that all the know-
ledge which we possess on the statistics of crimes
and offences will be of no utility whatever, unless
we admit without question that there is a ratio, nearly
invariably the same, between known and tried offences
and the unknown sum total of erimes committed.  This
ratio is necessary, and if it did not really exist, cvery
thing which, until the present time, has been said on
| the statistical documents of erime, would be false and
absurd. We are aware, then, how important it is to
legitimate such a ratio, and we may be astonished
that this has not been done before now. The ratio of
which we spenk necessarily varies according to the
nature and seriousness of the erimes: in a well-orga-
nised society, where the police is active and justice
i1s rightly administered, this ratio, for murders and
assassinations, will be nearly equal to unity ; that is
to say, no individual will disappear from the society
b}:].r murder or assassination, without its being known:
thizs will not be precisely the case with poisonings, -
When we look to thefts and offences of mﬂm“iﬁ
portanee, the ratio will become very small, and a great
number of offences will réemain unknown, either be-
canse those against whom tsl;_ley are committed do not
perceive them, or do not wish to prosecute the perpe-
trators, or because justice itself has not sufficient evi-
dence to ack upom.  Thus, the greatness of this ratin,
which will rally be different for different crimes
and oftences, will chiefly depend on the activity of
Justice in resching the guilty, on the care with which
the latter conceal themselves, on the repugnance which
the individuals injured may have to complain, or per-
haps on their not knowing that any injury has been
committed against them. Now, if all the causes which
influence the magnitude of the ratio remain the same,
we miay also assert that the effects will remain inva-
riable, This result is confirmed in a curious manner
by induction, and ohserving the surprising constancy
with which the numbers of the statistics of erime are
reproduced annually—a constaney which, no doubt,
will be also reproduced in the numbers at which we
cannot arrive : thus, although we do not know the cri-
minals who escape justice, we very well know that
every year between 7000 and 7304 persons are brought
before the criminal courts, and that 61 are regularly
condemned out of every 100; that 170,000 nearly are
brought before courts of correction, and that 85 out’
of 100 are condemned ; and that, if we pasz to details,
we find & no less alarming mrity; thus we find
that between 100 and 150 individuals are annuoally
of the computation. I have necessarily been obliged to take into
seconnt natural influcneing canses; such as elimate, seasons, sex,
and ; y

t]’.ﬂﬂnm.iﬂlm Hygricne Morale, M. Villermé has fully shown
Tiow fatal the ragime of prisons may become to the unfortunate
porsen who Is often confined for slight cffences, and cast into the
midst of & collection of wicked wrstehes, who corrupt him. 1
have been told,” says he, ** by a person who accompanicd. Napo-
leon to the Tsle of Elba, that, in the particular and at that time
philosophiical comversations of the ex-emperor, he has sevemal
times been heard to say, that under whatever relation we may
whow mam, he i af much the renell of hix phgerical and moral afme-
sphere ag af his gien grgenipation.  And the fdea, now advanced
by many oflicrs, which s contnined in this phrase, is the most
genernl as well as the most just that can be formed on the subject

before wh—Adnnaler d Fpmidne Pobliqus, Oct. 163
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