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56 COD LIVER OIL,

it when it was unattended by sweating ; the latter, however,
has witnessed its efficacy, after a perseverance in its use
during the space of a Yyear, certainly assisted, in some
measure, by the baths of Wiesbaden. However, he does not
find it very powerful in the removal of the enlarged absorbent
glands, the oil acting only in correcting the mal-assimilation
of the food. Von Wirer, on the contrary, prized it exceed-
ingly in gout.]—German Trans.

As these opinions are so directly opposed to each other,
they cannot both be right ; but, as satisfactory evidence of
the virtues of the Cod Liver Oil in gout is still wanting, we
should examine, in a rational manner, which opinion is the
most likely to be correct.

In the first place, we find that eleven medical men have
been induced, by their own observations, to recommend the
Cod Liver Oil in gout. Two, on the other hand, supported the
opposite opinion ; it was not to be supposed that these eleven
had been in fault—that two had been correct ; although we
cannot deny that rheumatic inflammation of the joints has
by many physicians been mistaken for gout. We further
observe, that Knood von Helmenstreit has found the Cod Liver
0il as efficacious in the different forms of gout, among which
he very properly includes ehronic gout, contractions, chronic
swellings and pain, which he considers onlyas the consequences
of gout, as in chronic rheumatic affections. There are also
two cases of true gout which Brefeld mentions, in which
he prescribed the oil unsuccessfully, for these reasons—that
one patient did mot persevere in its use, and, in the other
case, the medicine was probably not taken regularly, or its
favourable operation was influenced by some undiscovered
cause. Tt is surprising that Brefeld, being so convinced of
its utter inefficacy in gout from these two unsuecessful cases,
did not think it necessary to institute further experiments
with it. Lastly, we should add, that Brefeld in his late
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enters. I may, however, previously mention, in the words
of Brefeld and Kopp (for I shall only relate a few), what is
the virtue of the Cod Liver Oil in this disease. Brefeld says,
“There is no remedy which at all approaches the Cod Liver
Oil in its therapeutic properties in scrofulous disease, it is an
undoubted powerful medicine, operating in a peculiar specific
manner, and affording relief where, to all appearance, and
according to former experience, it was beyond the reach of
medicine.” Kopp says, © The first time the Cod Liver Oil
is preseribed for a scrofulous patient, its favourable effects are
soon apparent, and which can alone be attributed to its use,
frequently acting in a truly wonderful manner. Tt is especially
efficacious in scrofula which has not existed long—it effects
a change in the general appearance, the cachectic colour 1s
lost, the flabby flesh becomes firm, the chain of swollen
glands diminish and separate, ulcers and even fistulas put
on a healthy character and heal. The enlargement of the
epiphises of the bones becomes less visible. I even found
that serofulous caries was, by its use, brought to a favourable
issue.”

All who have prescribed Cod Liver Oil in every form of
scrofula, have publicly and unanimously acknowledged its
virtues, and bestowed upon it the highest praise, which lLas
secured it the first place amongst anti-scrofulous remedies.
[Wirer and Haas have also witnessed the most splendid
results from it. Stacquez and Bredow’s experience is alto-
gether opposed to this. Krenzwald also, in his translation
of Negrier, on the treatment of serofula with walnut leaves,
relates many cases of an unsatisfactory nature. Bennett also
remarks that a difference should be made between the florid
and atonic scrofula; in the latter the oil is of essential
service, whilst in the former it is not by any means so effica-
cious. ] —German Trans.

We shall now consider the operation of the Cod Liver Oil
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112 00D LIVER OIL.

constant cough, purulent expectoration streaked with blood,
difficulty of lying on the right side. The respiratory murmur
in the upper part of the right lung was very weak, and there
was, besides, humid rille and distinet pectriloquy. The rest
of the lungs appeared healthy. After I had applied a blister
on the spot corresponding to the vomica, I gave at first the
decoction of marsh mallow, with aqua laurocerasi, decoctum
album Sydenhami, and milk with Selzer water. Later, how-
ever, nearly three weeks afterwards, when the cough lessened,
the respiration had become easier, and the other symptoms
were removed, 1 ordered the Cod Liver Oil, which the patient
took for five months. After this period there was no pee-
triloquy, no expectoration, no fever, seldom any cough; his
appearance improved, the strength was so restored that he
considered himself cured, and gladly returned to his work.
After two years he again came under my treatment, extremely
thin, suffering from a severe diarrhcea, with acute pain in the
bowels. He, however, had no cough, and he mentioned that
for five months his bowels were confined, and a short time
afterwards diarrheea commenced.  As to the affection of the
chest, he never suffered from it ; on the contrary, for the space
of mineteen months he had found himself better. Teeches
were applied to the anus; farinaceous diet, opium, bland
nourishment, were tried in vain, the patient died a short time
after. On the post-mortem examination, in the right upper
lobe of the lung, which here and there was adherent by false
membrane to the pleura costalis, many tubercles were disco-
vered, partly crude, partly chalky, and the cicatrix of a
vomica nearly an inch long. The under part of the right, as
well as the left lung, were free from tubercles, the heart small
and flabby. The mesenteric glands were hard and enlarged,
some suppurating, others filled with crude tubercular matter ;
the mucous membrane of the small intestines, particularly the
ileum, was covered with broad though not deep ulcers ; in the
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habit ; and it has in conjunction with dietetic and gymnastic
rules, not only improved that delicate appearance but has
removed the obstinate cough.

“ Further,—I have given it to young men, who grew tall
exceedingly quickly, by which, in scrofulous constitutions,
phthisis very often gradually declares itself by the accession
of symptoms of general fever. Under these circumstances
the Cod Liver Oil is the most powerful restorative. But also
where the phthisis is fully developed in the stage of softened
tubercles, it appeared to me to improve the general health so
much that the patient who kept his bed and was worn out
with night sweats and hectic fever, in a short time was ena-
bled to get up, and life was prolonged for many months,

« Besides these, I treated a young man who suffered from
hectic fever, with every symptom of advanced phthisis. After
a perseverance of one month in the use of the Cod Liver Oil,
the fever disappeared, the powers of assimilation were restored,
and with it the strength returned. As often, however, as the
weather changed, the earlier symptoms were again remarked,
particularly in those cases in which the oil was discontinued.
T will not venture to decide whether the Cod Liver Oil is effi-
cacious in the cure of phthisis or not, because I never after-
wards saw the patients whom I successfully treated for it ; still
there is no doubt that it is a very powerful remedy.”

Sebastiani :—¢ The Cod Liver Oil is a useful medicine in
tubercular phthisis, when there exists neither hectic fever or
diarrheea ; it is of no avail in the last stage, though it may
be in the first and second. Furthermore it should not be
prescribed in phthisis florida, and is altogether contra-indicated
when phthisis is accompanied by bloody expectoration.

¢ T have found the Cod Liver Oil to be most serviceable in
cases of hereditary phthisis, where the parents or other rela-
tions (uncles, aunts, brothers, or sisters) were scrofulous, had
had gout, had died from phthisis, or were suffering from it.



















































































































152 COD LIVER 0OIL.

3.—Serofulous Rachitis.

WirneLmiNe Rorumans (64 years old).—Both parents
were scrofulous. The father died of a rheumatic affection ;
the mother has suffered from chronic inflammation of the eye-
lids for twenty years. Of three children, two died early ; the
third, our patient, when one year and a half old, was affected
with an eruption on the head, which was readily cured with
fresh butter. She only first began to run when three years
old : and even from the first year she was thin, and complained
of griping; the belly was large and hard. Before three
months the cervical glands began to swell ; increased daily ;
the skin inflamed, and scrofulous ulcers were formed.

On the 30th of May, when she was placed under my care,
she presented the following appearance:—Blond hair; brown
lashes ; blue eyes; small, thin, pasty face; many of the cer-
vical glands swollen, with three ulcers on the neck. The
chest contracted; arms and legs very much attenuated ; the
shoulder-blades raised; the belly large and hard; the long
bones slightly curved ; the ankles swollen. Appetite good,
even voracious; sometimes griped; irregular evacuations;
any motion of the body attended with pain; excessive night
sweats; no muscular power; sleep restless; occasionally
slightly convulsed.

15th June.—The sleep more tranquil.

1st July.—The cervical glands, as well as the belly, less
swollen ; the gripings diminished ; the voracious appetite
less.

15th July.—General appearance improved ; the ulcers on
the neck are cicatrising; digestion better ; the night sweats
have decreased ; muscular power greater.

1st August.—Improving daily ; belly soft and reduced in
size ; evacuations regularly three times a-day; fmces soft,
seldom any griping ; ulcers nearly cicatrised.
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¥ 18th November.—The greater part of the head is free
' from disease.

15th December.—The head is quite clean; the hair is

beginning to grow again ; the cure was effected in six months
and a half,

O.— Clronic Rheumatism,

Evrzasern pE Mav (aged 77).—She suffered in her youth
from serofula, and, since her thirtieth year, from rheumatic
pains, which were so severe as often to confine her to bed;
in the latter years the pains in the legs became worse.
Diaphoretics and blisters were used with some success in the
very acute attacks, but still they were unable to remove the
pain entirely. In this year the attacks were oftener repeated,
and on the 31st May her state was this:—The patient lay in
bed, which she had not left for many days; strong frame
of body, choleric temperament; frequent pains in both
shoulders, and in the right hip, extending to the knee; pain
much inereased on motion ; the arms moved with difficulty ;
impossibility of raising the right leg. Appetite good,
digestion and respiration normal, pulse slow, skin eool, no

sleep.

15th June.—Sleep better.

1st July.—Pains diminished.

15th July.—Since the 12th, pain severe, particularly in
the right hip; the appetite somewhat impaired.

1st August.—Since the 19th July, the pains have abated ;
arms are moved better; since the 23rd the patient has risen
from her bed; the digestion somewhat disturbed; four
evacuations daily ; feeces soft.

15th August.—The pain is diminished in both arms, which
are moved easily; pain in the right hip less; appetite better;
digestion good, two motions daily.

1st September.—The pain in the right hip is removed ; the

































































































[Specimen of Mohr and Hodwood's Fharmacy.]
See page | qf the preceding Tiet,

COATING GLASS OR PORCELAIN WITH COPPER.

The arrangement which I have found to answer best is that
repr?aemied in fig. 371. A thin coating of fat varnish (not spirit-
varnish) is, in the first place, applied with a camel’s-hajr brush,

Fig, 371,
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Coatizg oF Vessers witn Copren,

over the part of the vessel on which the metal is intended to he

deposited, leaving two or three uncovered circular spaces, as shown
on the flask (@) in the drawing. * * * *

PREPARATION OF PILLS.
The covering of pills with gelatine is the most elegant and efficient
method of fulfilling the objects contemplated in the processes now
Fig. 36, Fig, 887, under notice. A pill,
1.5 when thus covered,
has a clean, shining,
surface, which is
dry, hard, and not
at all sticky. No
powder is, therefore,
required in addition
to the gelatine. The ingredients of the pill being inclosed in a
gelatinous case, are preserved from the action of the air, and, to
a certain extent, are prevented from undergoing volatilization ;
moreover, the pill itself may be swallowed without perceiving taste
or smell. * * * * ! 6

CoaTing Pines with GELATINE,
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