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TO
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE

LORD PROVOST,
MAGISTRATES, AND COUNCIL,

OF THE

CITY OF EDINBURGH.

Epixsurcu, May 24, 1832.
My Lorp, AND GENTLEMEN,

I BEG leave to offer myself as a candidate for the
Professorship of Materia Medica in the University of
Edinburgh, now vacant by the death of Dr Duncan.
In doing so, I may be permitted to state, that I have
been engaged in the study and practice of my profes-
sion for above thirty years, and during that time
have enjoyed extensive opportunities in Military ser-
vice, and in Private and Dispensary Practice, of obser-
ving the Nature and Effects of the remedies employ-
ed in the Treatment of Diseases, under very varied
circumstances ; and that my attention has been more
particularly directed to this department of medicine,
from my having formed the design of giving lectures
upon it. My duties also, as one of the Examinators
of candidates for the Diploma of the Royal College
of Surgeons, now for nine years, while they neces-



 f

sarily led me to study and acquire a knowledge of
the progress of Materia Med}ﬂil,!agxq the collateral
branches of Medical Science, have, at the same time,
materially contributed to make me acquainted with
the more useful and important objects in a Course of
Lectures in this department of Medicine, L
In a place where I am so well known, your en-
quiries as to my qualifications for the Professorship
of Materia Medica, will probably guide your judg-
ment more than any direct certificates I might offer ;
but in compliance with custom, I have sent a few
testimonials, received since the chair became vacant,
from individuals in the profession, whose opinion I
consider to be highly valuable ; and I have subjoined
others, which, though relating chiefly to a different
branch of Medicine, will show, that during, Iltﬁe
period in which I was engaged in the service of the
army, my time was not spent idly or unprofitably,.
I only add, that if I shall be so fortunate asito
.xeceive from the Patrons of the University the ap-
spointment of Professor of Materia Medica, it will ever
vbe my most earnest endeavour to fulfil the duties of
the office usefully to the Student and to the Profes-
sion, and ecreditably to the University, and to its
Patrons, */'7 0J 9gsim
I have the honour to be,

My Lorp and GENTLEMEN,
Your obedient humble servant,

DAVID MACLAGAN.
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From Dr Tuowmsox, Professor of General Pathology in the
I ] ' University of Edinburgh.
iz sk 101 B[O
abiy Dlra -{[[-ig.ir-,&(lr George Street, 19th May, 1832.
My DEAR SiB; il
I nave great pleasure in complying with your desire, that
I should state my opinion of your qualifications to teach
Materia Medica. I know that it is a branch of Medical
Science, to the study of which your attention has been par-
ficularly directed ; that you have diligently availed yourself
of the great opportunities you have had in Medical practice,
buth abroad and at home, of uhsermng the operation, and
"kéﬂﬁrtammg the effects of Medicines, in all forms of dis-
eases ; and that you possess in a remarkable degree the talent
of ‘communicating the results of your experience in an easy,
clear, and agreeable manner. _
<o With these qualifications, and with the ardour which 'you
jare known by all your friends to carry into every underta-
king in which you engage, I feel confident, that should yéu
be appointed to the Chair of Materia Medica, now vacant
in the University, you would fulfil'inileyery respect the
duties of that office with no less advantage to the public than
credit to yourself. I remain,
With the sincerest regard and esteem,
Yours faithfully,
Joun TuHomson, M.D.
Professor of General Pathology.
ToDn _Ha;:u{,u.iltl, &c.
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I am happy to learn that you are a Candld fur
vacant Pr’ui’essurshlp of Materia Medica, an d‘ aﬁplﬂ_f ruly
rejoice that you succeeded in obtaining so hfnoum el %H
‘appointment, because I am cunvmced that you are ‘well qua-,
lified to discharge the duties of ' (}HE ‘Chajr, from long ex e
rience in your profession, and in the ﬁchcal appheatmn ;
the remedies, the properties and ﬁﬁ'er.: !“? which you would
be called on to explain to otliers it 1
The Chair of Materia Medma, treating of the nature and
application of all those agents which may be brought into
use for the prevention, alleviation, and cure of diseases, and
including the subject of Dietetics, affords the materials of a
course of instruction of the utmost importance to the stus
dent of medicine ; and when this subject is treated by a
practical physician, it cannot fail to leave an impression on
the mind of the student which is not likely to be effaced,
and which will often, in the after period of his life, when
e:;gaged in the duties of his profession, afford him assistance
the most essential kind. i} iomaan
The extent of the course of Materia Medlca is ‘I.Ff.!,l']." greats|
cﬁfﬁ;{rehendmg a vast variety of objects, not only the me-.
dicines from the fllﬂ'erf.nf, kingdoms of nature, with. their
pharmac:eutleal Pr?gﬁatmn, but all other agents which are,
capable of mﬂupqmpg; the result of disease, as climate, lo-
cality, mineral waters, &ec.  One of the most important,:
branches of instruction to be given, is that of informing the
young practitioner in what diseases, and what stage of
disease, particular remedies are to be employed ; and a full.
view of this department I regard as much more useful than
occup} ing time, too short for the general purposes of the
Course, with chemical details, which are taught more fully

JFq FiETs 108289
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bothlﬂ,ﬂi]” Professor of Chemlsg'}', and by the lecturers
giving instructions in Practical Chemistry,—a Course of
wh;c& is now required at Surgeons’ Hall, and in which

Course ajr the }'gharmaceut.lcal processes are rﬁu!ﬂ:lﬂ Fx]n-

bited. asd i
‘“&1 'm't 21 ware tllat :,ruur ‘attention was dlrge}iéd[tu this
”'T P

f Me: ical instruction many years ago, This. cir-
cumst&ncé,'an the clearness and facility you possess of sta- *
tmiiour views in Pl%blll:fr,llWﬂl unquestionably render the

ures dehvered 'bq: 0 I111,r ) ﬂt!.l E-ﬂlllld and attractive.

i Rt oy
= FYqura smcerely,
‘Davip Hay.
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From Dr BEGD!‘E, Feﬂaw of the Royal College of Surgeons,

& yd bs and one of the Ezaminators.
1o noi#
Dhassalis 124, George Street, May 16, 1832.

ASMy 'DEAR SIR,

“F ¢an have no hesitation in expressing my opinion ufﬁ:%
manner in which the subject of Materia Medica is M
likely“to 'be taught with advantage, or of s quahﬁcaimns
as°d'teacher of that branch. o

“T'am cléarly of opinion, (and I beilé’véil speak the sentl-
ments of all practical men,) that1i E“Hﬂg?ﬁg to {b? taught prin-
cipally with a reference to the treatméh‘:[;l?a]sease, and that
he 'has the best prospect of proving a tseful and successful
tetﬁher, who has enjoyed extensive upportumtles of ac-

inting himself with the varied features of djsease, an-:I the
¢t of remedial agents in their alleviation or cure.
'Frum the enviable nppnrtumtles you have had in the

sewice of Yﬁdr"ébuntr}r, and as a cwll practitioner, of ad—
om Jlgusd o1
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ministering and watching the effects of the different asticles
of the Materia Médica—from your acknowledged; talents
and acquirements, and from the qualifications you pessess
as'a public speaker, I have no doubt that your suceess in
the object of your ambition would give general satisfactiony
and prove highly useful to the reputation of our'Medical

School. [gos bas 3nslst
I am, my dear Sir, | l0 noitav
Faithfully yours, ) THOY
7 iiliosl 150 Ja. BEGBIEL 1/
To Dr Macracan, iirw gzon1ssly |
&c. &c.

oy sldens hio

From Dr RENTON, Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians,
Edinburgh. i

[ Fe
i1

Epissurch, May 18th, 1832,
My DEAR SIR,

Knowing that you are a Candidate for the Chair of
Materia Medica, vacant by the death of Dr Duncan, I have
much pleasure in bearing my humble testimony in favour
of your fitness for teaching that department of Medical
Science. By a course of Lectures on Materia Medica, I
understand the treating of the various articles of foed, and of
medicinal substances, and in teaching the effects which these
agents produce upon the animal economy, in the cure or
alleviation of disease. Other collateral subjects will, no
doubt, require to be incidentally noticed ; but I conceive
that by far the most useful and important part of the course
should consist, not in an enumeration of minute chemical
changes, or in nice refinements in the classifying the sub-
stances included under the head of Materia Medica, but in
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consitlering ‘them principally as remedial means to be em-
ployed in-the dailylexercise of our profession in u:rresting
ﬁa*‘prw of disease. 1)

i1 Theoexcellent opportunities whlch you have engoyed
while)empleyed in a military, as well as in a civil capacity,
of vdegfifiring aopractical knowledge of medicine, and the
talent and zeal you have uniformly manifested in the eulti-
vation of your profession, must afford the best security for
your competency to teach with success the class of Materia
Medica.  The great facility with which you compose, and
the readiness and clearness with which you convey instruc-
tion to others, would enable you to discharge the duties of
the office, with eredit to yourself, and profit to your hearers;
while, allow me to add, the urbanity of your manner, and
kindness of your disposition, would prove highly acceptable
to your colleagues, as well as beneficial to your pupils, and
will, I have no doubt, in addition to your other qualifications,
exert their proper influence in assisting the honourable
Pa.tmns in their decision.

I am, my dear Sir,
Yours truly,

(Signed) RoseErT RENTON.

ved 1 s
To D& MacLAGAN,

e &e.

[ .s0ibs

MMiJBS13 Sill
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me WirLiam Woob, Esq., F.R.S. E‘ rﬁ‘eﬂaw of the Royal
College of Surgeons.

Se1L
’ Epixpuraci, 19th May, 1832,
I-,Jm

My pEArR MacLaGAN,

BEJNG aware that you are a Candidate for the Professor-
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ship of Materia' Medich;'vidant' By (¢ lumeited Ao of
Dr Duncan, T have mitch’ pleasure in 6ffering my festimony
in your favour, bécduse T éonsider” _&@*%ﬁii'ih'é’ﬁ. ¥n ualifie §
to be a'iiseful and successfil teacheér of thatimportant branch’
of:MidieslbSEenes? 1 /le03os1q oele 918 DAS ¢ (IBMISES DI
ol denjoyed  the Bk o5pgoltriids oP Melhhois
practically acquainted w ' the effects on tﬁgl']hﬂhﬁﬂﬁoﬁo y
of the nurierous substanices which ‘have froi’ timé to time
been recommended as remedies for disease, under the '%ﬁﬁd
modifications produced by climaté, State of the cnnﬁﬁfﬂtﬁ%ﬁ
&ec., both during the long ‘tinte’ you Were usefully and ho-
nourably employed in the ﬁéﬂ?&ﬂfﬂéﬁﬂ‘;ment of the arﬂfy::
and, since your retirémehit from that' service, while actively
engaged in the discharge of your professional duties amongst
all classes of the community in this your native city. These
opportunities, I have the satisfaction to know, have been
turned by you to the best account; and, with the know-
ledge I have of your excellent talents and extensive &nd"
varied acquirements, both general and professional, I feel
assured that, by the appointment of a person so qualified,
the Patrons would confer a favour on our University, by
affording to the students of medicine an opportunity of ac-
quiring, through your extensive practical kqu!_qt%[g?, t’k—?&
méans of fairly appreciating the value of the .'n'uméiaus
substances which have been used in the cure of disease. I
know it to be the opinion of many of our ablest practitioners,
in which I.mest/'¢ordially agree, that while due attention is
paid, in teaching the class of Materia Medica, to the che-
mical qua.liti%ﬂ%i‘%ﬁ'v'_&ﬁﬁus substances used as medicines,
and to the mode of i]repar‘ing them for use, which you f}éi;
well qualified to describe and illustrate, the lecturer s}ilf:.
enter more fully into the consideration of their praéﬁ@d
effects, a subject in the teaching of which your l_qné"}it?nz
extensive ‘experience must prove eminently useful. Fortu-
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acﬁﬁ E‘ rge pr:}purgnnt of the tep.ghqlf; time may be di-
TEED d, o this truly Wﬁf'ﬂ“t ﬂhlﬂ% as the chemical com-~

b]nn u e mmgs,l and the prineiples on: which they are
P,f ar e - taug] ht in the courses of lectures on Chemistry
and Pharmacy ; and are also practically explainedand,ilins-
trated in the courses of Practical Chemistry and, Pharmacy
E% Hcm: mlthq.a School of Medicine. rinng vl

Ems_mrcpre};r wish you success in your present, applmatmn,
bgei?ause I feel that your appeintment would be useful in
prumnung Medical Scignee, and in diffusing sound practical
in ﬂl‘ﬂlaﬁﬂnp and qul,t_sq,,:l,t would afford me much pleasure
tu see one whom I h?. eso long yalued aud csteemed. as. g
annd placed in so hqnqurable asitnation. .
I ever remain, 1,
M}f dear Maclagiw., [
Most sincerely yours,

o WirLiam Woob.
Tﬂ TR:'R Macracax.

lest I .

Dofils

— Diolis
.--'J_i_

LU[J
H-a_m Jr:r}m M‘FarLAN, Esq., Fellow of the Royal College,

I“"" fSurgeam, and one of the Examinators. tedue

2151 oS

Castle Suq%mm, 1832,

Mr DEAR SIR, [y odt g
I glves me very great pleasure tu ]%EIHH&]W you are a
canﬂldate for the Chair of Materia Mediea, now vacant in

U:pwerslty
lﬁl‘h}at Chair, in my opinion, will be best ﬁlled b}( une
who, to the well-laid foundation of a familiar acquaintance
mt’[]: _Chemistry, Pharmacy, and the external qualities. and
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appearance of drugs, adds a minute, thorough, and practical
knowledge of the application of those remedies i disease!
That such a happy admixture Jf the requisites for fillitlg
that Chair, with eredit to yb‘ursélf*"ﬁ‘nd"advanﬁgéﬂu the
student, is possessed by you in no ordinary degréey I Have
the best access to know. Sitting, as I have dohé foroso
many years at the same Board of Examinators of 'the Royal
College of Surgeons, and witnessing the extent and variety
of information bearing directly on the subjects of Materia
Medica, which you have thereshown; and when I fur-
ther consider the perspicuity and precision of your lan-
guaye, and that happy art of communicating your ideas and
your informationin an agreeable forin, I cannot help congra-
tulating the Patrons and the Profession, and especially the
young men about to enter the profession, on their good for-
tune in having, as a candidate for that Chair, an individual
so eminently qualified to fill it. -

Allow me, then, to wish you every success in your, can-

vass ; and ever believe me yours, very sincerely, m .

JouN MFARLAN.

To Dr MAcLAGAN. dg1ird

10OV
L

¥
I 28
0] :

‘From WiLLiam NEwsiceING, Esq., F.R.S.E., Fellow qf:éxe
I Royal College of Surgeons, §e. &e. . _,_‘:_'r.fh_ d
- Edinburgh, 18, St Andrew Square, 21st May, lﬂﬁféi

I mave hadothe pleasure of being acquainted with Dr
Maclagan for many years, during which I have had ample
opportunity of judging of his professional attainments, and
of his zeal in the pursuit of Medical Science. Of these, I
have formed a high opinion; and, from the knuwlecfge I
have of the interest he has always taken in promoting, the
improvement of Medical Education, and of the extent of
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soitas1q bos dou
his practical ﬂxperlenc-,a,,m his professmn, I feel convinced
thaty; in;selecting him, to, fill the Chair of Materia Medica,
the UHH@A‘BLE}F will secure a most able and eﬁiment teacher,
and/ ong;who, in the discharge of his duties, will reﬂect Tho-

JJ...

amump&um&elﬂ and the Institution with whmh he may be
meflé 101

‘EJ"I‘” bas 3ixs WiLL. NEWBIGGING.
E.i'.". sl

=Tirt . =
1”- i k=Tl :i'-|"|:|_|_id'}'l‘.="ll'
|

-fIBL 100 ! || f‘urf 1:11 Iy

“From WILLIAM BR'UWN, Esg{, Fellow of the Royal College
- of Surgeons, and' one of the Exvaminators.

25, Dublin Street, 21st May, 1832,

My pEAR SIR,
THE length of time during which I have known you, as
a Medical Officer of the New Town Dispensary, as an Ex-
aminator at Surgeons’ Hall, and as a practitioner in Edin-
hurgh has given me ample opportunities of estimating
your qualifications for the honourable office to which you
aspire. Your intimate acquaintance with every part of
professional knowledge, (including the properties, mode of
“'preparation, and mode of application of remedies,) your
happy manner of expressing yourself to all kinds of hearers,
and the zeal which you have shown in the cultivation of
Profemnnal science, fully entitle you to'apply for the Chair
"of Materia Medica, and will ensure youbrsuccess in it,

- (15

slmuld you be appointed. (sax 7
- I am, my dear Sir,
[ oeod: Yours very truly,
I 9gbsl WirLLiam Brown,
9k o ik MACLAGAN, '

1o 1n9ig%e, &e.
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} 10 SRGTILLIO ﬂ }[Tl Y I J; IH'HIE j!.i"i 11..!
From' WirLiam 'CoUMIN, l’iffﬁ D.," Sur eon to the

" Glasa,
i L#?‘?fﬂﬁ? Lﬂnmg’ ﬂn-d ff'l}f” ur’l Iﬁq{fﬁa{hbs’ g

_ Clurow nov iadd eoithsM sitsisM
- m'M*rbnﬂn Srr, S

woijub odl f}gtﬂduath
I'mave learned with great pleasure that You, arg ag

date for the vacant chair of Materia Medica m the U mygﬂj

sity of Edinburgh; for I am well convinced, that, lpégglq
you obtain the office, its dunes wﬂl be ably and cuﬁ.a,clq{bh

1o

tiously dlscharged Nearly ;wein%y-sgven years have now,

S

elapsed since T had the pléasure ug orming your acquamq-u
ance, while a féllow stu-ient at l:he shfne medical school in
London ; and the mhma,cjr wh:c'h has ‘subsisted from that
time, has only tended to raise my opinion of your character
and abilities. To the advantage of excellent natural f,zt].itﬂ:d'.s,l
you have added those of extensive opportunities of obsers,
vation and praetice, both abroad and at home, and q:t:_[i%g
tinued professional study even in the midst of business;, 1,
: I remain, my dear Sir,
With every wish for your success,
Yours faithfully,

asldsms
it 1o 2o
3 i -;:.:1 Y

WiLLiam CUMIH, M, D. . 1qg8
TE‘DAFID M""CL‘&‘G&H’ ¢ nd sOORLD M8 1
il ‘. M- Dt &e. . {na5} 1ot aﬂjip
e vd aids
1 bluow ooy 3

s bas ‘{i!u]
From Joun 'W. TUrNER, Esq., Professor of Surgefy in, @q :
University of Edinburgh. < Said

23, Castle Street, 21st May, 1832,
My pEAR SIr,

I eannor doubt that the knowledge possessed by the,
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Patrons of the University of your talents and character, and
of the zeal with which you prosecute every undertaking in
ﬁ*‘ﬁi’%&?uu'_}éngagg; féﬁ‘sﬁ go far to satisfy them, in consider-
ing }rnu}‘gﬁilicat'iuﬂ as a candidate for the Professorship of
Materia Medica, that you would ably and conscientiously
discharge the duties of any office which you may, regard
f&hi%_’é'l_f"a‘{”éo’ﬁﬁetent to fill. If, however, you may think
th'i?'éfplr-eﬁéﬁzﬁidf my opinion can have any effect on the

§ént ‘occasion, I qgflhlli.?irgﬁnp hesitation in stating my
conviction, that ~frqnllf 32?%5,:!5?9‘?1?-@55 and acquirements in
the different departments of Medicine, and in the branches
of Natural and Phjrgir%ﬁ Science connected with them, your
extensive and matured practical experience, and the power
you are known fo possess, and have already evinced, in
lecturing, of delivering yourself in a perspicuous, easy, and
impressive manner, you are well qualified to fulfil the duties
of'the Chair to which you seek to be appointed. The long
cotitinued and intimate intercourse with you, which I have
had tlie happiness to enjoy in the practice of our profession,
enables me also to bear testimony that you possess a sound-
ness of judgment and discrimination, in the employment of
remedies, in observing their effects on the system, and in
appreciating’ their virtues in the treatment of disease, which
I am disposed to regard as among the most essential requi-
sites for teaching successfully the class of Materia Medica.

Believing, therefore, if you were appointed Professor of
this branch of Medical science, that you would perform the
important duties of the office most usefully and advantage-
ously to those engaged in the study of Medicine, and con-
sequently to the character of the University, you have my
best wishes for your success in obtaining it, and
I remain,

Yours most sincerely; . 1/
Joun W. TurNER.

Ry

WGERSRAOO R

T80, MicLacan.
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Letter from Sir James M‘GRigox, Bart, F.R.S.L. & B
 Director-General of the driny Medical Department, &e..

fptrliniil
London, 21st May, 1832.

..My DEAR SIR,

I HAVE just received your letter, cnmnmmnatag the
death of my respected friend Dr Duncan, and your inten-
tion of starting for the Chair of Materia Medica. . I ears
nestly wish, that any thing from so humble an individual
as I could in any degree avail in attaining your objeet.
I have known you intimately for many years, and few of
your friends can think more highly of your talents, profes-
sional acquirements, and private virtues, than I do. I think
I first knew you intimately in Walcheren, where, unfortu-
nately, the chief duty of the army was the attendance and
care of the sick, and where you were overwhelmed with the
number of sick soldiers, women, and children, of the ﬂlﬂt
regiment. Without tracing you throughout your mﬂzmzy
career, I will only say, that few of your brethren of the
medical office had a wider field of experience, and none
acquitted themselves with more eredit than you did through-
out the Peninsular campaign, and that you repeatedly
shared the warm expression of public [thanks of the llinﬁ-
trious Commander-in-Chief, which it was my plea.smg cﬁucq:;r
to convey. Wishing you every success,

I remain,
lqmio9 :IM}F Seor Six -
Very truly yours,

(Signed) J. M*GriGos.

il

AT

I||" ||IT

Ta Dr MACLAGAN,
Assistant Inspector of Hospitals.

- :Ilj"



From Dr James Hastinron, Jun., Professor of Midwifery,
and Diseases of Women'and Children, in the University of
Edinburgh.

Ll B 18 .
Edinburgh, 23, St Andrew Square, May, iﬂag

A Mv pENR'SIR, Zp :

“T uap hoped that your talents were so universally ac-
knowledged, that it would have been very unnecessary for
you to present Testimonials to the Patrons of the Univer-
sity ; but, in compliance with the present custom, I have great
pleasure in adding my feeble evidence in your favour.

It has always appeared to me, that Lectures on the Ma-
teria Medica, in order to be useful in the present state of
knowledge, ought to relate principally to the ascertained
effects of remedies in the cure of diseases, taking care, at
the same time, that the Pupils of the Class should be made
acquainted with the appearance and physical properties of
drugs.  In short, what the Pupil expects from the Professor
of Materia Medica, and what the Public have a right to
demand chiefly, is information respecting the efficacy of the
various articles employed in the cure of disease, and the
circumstances respecting age, sex, constitution, and the
progress of the symptoms in which certain remedies may
be administered safely and beneficially.

This is obviously a task which requir_nrasl experience as well
as knowledge, and I certainly pay you no compliment when
I say, that in my opinion you possess superior advantages
in both respects.

Permit me to add, that my sentiments upon the duties of
the Professor of Materia Medica are supported by the high
authority and example of the great Dr Cullen, whose Lec-
tures on Materia Medica were conducted upon this very
principle; and although the substance of those Lectures was

B
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puhlished in the latter years of his long life; thelwork re-
mains, as a Practical Treatise, unrivalled to this day.-/The
well-known popularity of the Lectures: of the present-Dr
Home, when Professor of Materia Medica, is fo/!bel attri-
buted to his having adopted the same views; and affords a
further illustration of this opinion. s [low es [utean
With every wish for your success, heﬁeﬁng seriously that
you will do honour to the appomtment, in every sense of the
word, T tilaup
I remain, (+ 1o « hot

My dear Sir,/ ad

Yours most cordially,

James Hamivron, Jun.
To Dr MAcCLAGAN,

&e. &e.

15

From WiLLiam Moxcrerrr, M. D., F.S. 4. S., Fellow'of
the Royal College of Physicians, and Librarian, and one
of the Physicians of the Royal Public Dispensary.

Edinburgh, 25th May, 1832.
My pEAR DocToRr, -

IT gave me great pleasure to learn that you had come
forward as a candidate for the Professorship of Materia
Medica, &c.; vacant by the lamented death of my much
respected and talented friend, Dr Duncan. Although I
am well aware that you already possess Testimonials of a
high order, and that my opinion of your eligibility for the
‘situation may be of little avail, yet I cannot allow the' pre-
sent opportunity to pass, without expressing to you“my
feelings of respect and esteem on the occasion. 108

My intimacy with you commenced, as you know,“in

§ (]
LR DOV OADINW O
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1817;0wheti we were eolleagues atithe New Town Diss
pénsary; and since 'that time, I have had ample opportuni
ties of aitnessing and appreciating your prufe:smual abili-
ties; bothoin public and private practlce. 9UW 900 H
& eJrothy lestimation, Materia Medica, in order-to rﬁmier it
useful as well as attractive to the student. ought always to
e taught with reference to Practical Medicine, and in that
view, ‘you stand on high vantage-ground with regard to
qualifications. The situation you have held for a long pe-
riod of time, as one of the Examinators of Candidates for
Diplomas from the Royal College of Surgeons, must have
tended in no small degree to qualify you for teaching this
important branch of Medical science. Your long expe-
rience also in the public service, and for many years past,
as a Practical Physician in civil life, conjoined with pro-
found professional and general erudition, and gentlemanly -
and polite manners, render you peculiarly fitted for the
honourable situation to which you aspire. "With best wishes,
olorémain,
st s v My dear Doctor,
Yours most sincerely,
WirLiam MONCREIFF.

To Davip Macracan, Esq., M. D.
&e. &c. &e.

&I IDOBS §

“Prom Joux Boeeig, M.D. Surgeon tothe Forces, §c. §e.

_ Edinhufé_ﬁ, May 25th, 1832.
d My DEAR SIR,
—oqc Iz affords me great pleasure to hear that you have offered
i,fuy;_self as a candidate for the vacant Chair of the Profes-
sor of Materia Medica, in this University, being perfectly
convinced of your abilities to fulfil, with credit to yourself,
and great advantage to the public, the important duties of
the office to which you aspire.
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DAVID MACLAGAN, MD.
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PHYSICIAN TO THE FORCES, &e. &e.
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No. 1.—Letter from B. GENERAL StUBES, commanding the
Oth Portuguese Brigade.

Camp of Lesaca, 16th August, 1818.
My pEAR SIR,

- As it is not unlikely that I may in a few days be called
to another command, I should think myself deficient in the
obligations I owe you for your unremitting attention and
care of the whole brigade, during the two last active cam-
paigns, wherein our brigade has been so constantly employed
and engaged with the enemy, if I did not give you a proof
of how much the service is indebted to you for your very
active exertions on all occasions to provide for the wounded
and sick; as also for your professional skill, which among
us all has been carried to the highest pitch of admiration,
Indeed, myself and the whole brigade feel ourselves greatly
indebted to you, and I have the pleasure of conveying to
you an acknowledgment from the brigade of the sense en-
tertained of your professional skill and ability on all occa-
sions. I beg leave to add my personal regard and esteem
for you, and do assure you that I remain,

Most faithfully yours,
(Signed) J. W. Stusss.
To Dr MacrLaGax, B. General.
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No. 2.—Eatract from the Order of the Day, mdz{?'esaed E‘-_;:
MarsHAL BERESFORD fo the Portuguese Army; tfter the'
Assault of the French Works on the 11th' November, 1813.

g881 19

" London Gazette of Friday, December'28th, 1818,

¢« Tur Marshal praises the activity and good ﬂiﬁ}gﬁﬁ‘dolm
of Dr Maclagan, Surgeon Major of the 9th Brigade, mani=>
fested in the promptitude and zeal displayed in his care dfi_
all the wounded, in having them accommodated and attended'’
to, and their cases treated on the 'spot.””" |

1271 I 10 9

No. 8.—Copy of a Letter from GENERAL D. UrBAN, Quar-
ter Master-General of the Portuguese Army.

Lisbon, 29th September, 1814.
As the duties for which I was under the necessity of
demanding your assistance, during the march of the Portu-
guese army from France to this country, necessarily detained
you with it after you were appointed Physician to the Forces,
it may perhaps be right that I should state, for the informa-
tion of the Medical Board, that the hospital arrangements
of the army so imperiously required your presence, and
your services, that I could not dispense with them, and was
in consequence obliged to make a point of your remaining.
That you did so, has been of the most important utility, and
I request you t[::"_z;lt_:'flz‘épt my thanks for this last exertion of
that well-known pmf‘éssiunal ability and active zeal by wlﬁu;i
this service has so long benefited. o
Believe me, my dear Sir, g
Most faithfully yours, 3
(Signed) B. D. UrsAN.
D. MacrLagan, Esy. +1 .Q"umasteI-GEII?Z?I_?-.?#FE}:?‘T #}r'
&e.
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No., 4s-Certificate from Sir James M‘Gricor, Director-
LIBI Generaly Army Medical Department.

w181 dpdrmy Medical Board Office, 27th September, 1822.

- L hereby certify that Dr Maclagan has served.as a medi-
cal officer in the army since 1806, with the greatest credit.
In the expedition to Walcheren, and during the campaigns
in Portugal, Spain, and France, I had personal knowledge
of the merits and talents of Dr Maclagan as a surgeon, and
consider them to be of the first order. I beg to add, that I
know no individual better qualified to teach Military Surgery
than Dr Maclagan, who has strong claims on the public
from his zeal and exertions on many trying occasions.

(Signed) J. M‘Gricor.
Director-General, Army Medical Department.

No. 5.—Copy of a Letter fron DR WiLLiam FERGUSON,
Inspector of Hospitals.

Windsor, 16th July, 1821,

My pEAR SIR,

I am glad to hear of your intention to offer yourself as a
Candidate for the Chair of Military Surgery in the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, being satisfied, from my personal and
particular knowledge of your professional acquirements,
ability, and conduct, while acting under my orders as In-
spector-General of the Medical department of the Portu-
guese army, that you are highly qualified for the office.

In giving this testimony, I feel that I am deing no more
than speaking the general sentiments of the combined army,
Portuguese and British, respecting your merits during the
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latter campaigns of the Peninsular War, as the brigade and
general orders of that time will testify{ if xeferred. fo.-1 wish
you success with all my heart; and remain,

Dear Sir, with the warmest regard,

081 88 1 Ever yours truly,
(Signed) Ww. FEnctso®g
To Dr MacLAGAN, Inspacmrnﬁl:l,ogymlﬂ. ]
&c. &ec. . S d el
il to afl 1o
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E.MLetm- Jrom Mr, GurHRrIE,, Députy Inspector of
Hﬂspzfafs, author of the Treatise on Gunshot Wounds, and of
other Surgical Works, and Lecturer on Surgery in London.

My pEAR SIR, 2
I am very glad to learn that you intend to become.a
candidate for the Chair of Military Surgery, vacated by
Dr Thomson. The attainment of it must be an object of
importance to you as the senior medical officer practising
Surgery in Edinburgh; and I do hope that the ability and
talent displayed by you on many occasions during the Pe-
ninsular War, under circumstances of unexampled difficulty
and danger, will not on this occasion be overlooked.  T'not
only wish you success on your own account, but from the
satisfactiun I shall derive in knnwing that the place will be
ment to it would be an incitement to 11'](11151;1']" in others for
the future.

"1 am, my dear Sir, oVl
Faithfully yours, -
(Signed) G Gummz.

To Dr MacLacan,
&e. &e.

JET MY 3 1Y 55T ]
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No. 7 }~Letter ﬁomtDn Tﬁnomnaﬁanmm Aﬂny Medzmi
Depamnent

September 28, 1822,
Me“DEAR SIR,

I #14E great pleasure in complying with your request
for my testimony as to your qualifications to fill the Chair
of Regius Professor of Military Surgery in the University
of Edinburgh. These I know, from long and intimate ac-
quaintance in our services together in the course of the Pe-
ninsular war, to be of the highest order; and I can truly
- add, that the opportunities thus enjoyed have not been ne-
glected by you. Let me assure you, my dear Sir, that I
most sincerely and anxiously wish you success in your pre-
sent application, which I feel would redound as much to
your own honour as to the advantage of those who have the
benefit of your instructions.

1o 39 Believe me to be, my dear Sir,
QaiIE Most truly yours,
" (Signed) TuaeopORE GORDON,

Licentiate of the College of Physicians of London,
Professional Assistant Army Medical Board.

To Dr MacLaGAN,
&e, &c.
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No. 8.— Letter from Mr J. W. TurNER, Proféssor of Sur-
gery to the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.

L

Edinburgh, 6th October, 1822,

My DEAR SIR,
It gives me much pleasure to know that you are a can-
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didate for the Professorship of Military Surgery in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, because I am satisfied that your ‘edu~"
cation, talents, professional aequirements, and particularly
your experience as an army surgeon during your service in
the late war, eminently qualify you to discharge the duties
of the office with credit to yourself, and with advanthge to
the University, and to the Medical department of the army.

You already possess testimonials with regard to your me=
rits entitled to more weight than any I could give ; butI:
am happy to have it in my power to state, from my ewn!
knowledge, that the opinions ‘expressed in them of your
qualifications to teach Military Surgery, have been fully
justified by the Lectures you delivered on this subject du-
ring last winter. It must be agreeable to you to learn, and
I conceive useful to you at present, that I should state, that
in my intercourse with many of my pupils who attended
your lectures, several of whom, from their experience in the’
service of the army and navy, must be regarded as very
competent judges of the matter, they have uniformly ex~
pressed their high opinion of the excellence of these Lec~
tures, and of the information and instruction they derived
from them.

I can assure you of my best wishes for your success in
your application, and that I am gl

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) Jouxy W. TURNER,
i~ Professor of Surgery to the Royal College of -
') i Surgeons of Edinburgh.
To Dr MacLAGAN,
&e. &c. -

[ OB
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-iaU st nf yisgwe yisdililv to gidetosssis
No. Oerletter from: WILLIAM WWD, Esq., Prendeﬂt :gf

(Lo the Royal Cﬂikgﬂ ;qf Surgeons of Edmﬁuryﬁ

ai 99iv198 1 wh o

esitub adt awradozih ¢ . Edinburgh, 7th ﬂctublw IJBE‘E

ot oMy DEAR SIR, 910 9

~Jdm gives me much pleasure to learn that you are a can-
didate for the situation of Regius Professor of Military Sur-
gery din the University of Edinburgh, because I know no
person better qualified than you are to discharge the duties
of the situation with credit to yourself, and with advantage
to the service to which you have so long been attached, and
in which, from your merits, you have been promoted to so
high a rank.

It would be presumptuous in me to give any opinion as
to your qualifications as a Military Surgeon, knowing that
you have obtained on that point the most honourable testi-
menials from men of the first eminence in our profession,
who hold the highest ranks in the Medical department of
the. _ﬂfmy, as well as from the military officers, under whom
you have served. I trust, however, that I may be allowed
to state, that during your long course of study at our Uni-'
versity, when we were fellow-apprentices under my late
father, I had daily opportunity of witnessing the great extent
of your talents, and the zeal and assiduity with which you
cultivated Medicine and Surgery, as well as general science.
Since your return from service, during th@ six years that we
have been fellow-members of the Royal Cﬂllege of Sur-
geons, I have had constant opportunity of" w1tnessmg the
same talent, and the same zeal and assiduity, which I had
so much admired in you as a student, called into action in
the practice of the different branches of the Medical profes-
sion.

I most sincerely wish that you may be successful in ob-
taining the present honourable object of your ambition, to
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which ].mur services, and your rank in the army, a ?d your

standmg in the Royal College of ,Su;gqanﬂ, appear to me
give you so strong a claim.

Your sincere and aﬁ‘ectmnata friend,

(Signed) WiLLian Woob.

__ Dr Mascragan,
Physician to the Forces, &c. &c.

aln
||I'I[

fiigtovinl)

MaoaToaM 2d oT
& ndi

——

No. 10.—Copy of a letter from Dr W, P, Avrisox, F.R.S.E.
Professor of the Theory qf Hedzetné n the Umversﬁy of
Edinburgh. ;

My pEAR SIR,

I am truly happy to see that you have received so strong
testimonials of your services in the army, and of your pro-
fessional character, from men of the first rank in their pro-
fession, who have had ample opportunities of knowing y
merits, and who must be allowed to be the best judges, t!(}]‘l
can any where be found, of the qualifications of a teacﬁer
of Military Surgery. These recommendations, and the
facts on which they are founded, cannot fail to make a due
impression in your favour as candidate for a Chair fmm
which so large a proportion of the future Medical Oﬂicers
of the British army 2 and navy are to be instructed in so ma~
terial a part of the practme of their profession. 724

Any opinion_that I can gwe of your qualifications must
be of no wmght, in comparison with those I haye men-
tioned ; but I am most happy to be able to comply with
your wishes, by saying, that from all I have seen of yﬂf;r
talents, professional information, zeal, and industry, dbrin
the six years that we have been on terms of intimate :hi

confidential intercourse as colleagues in the New Towh
Dispensary, 1 am fully convinced of thel:trﬁth of the opi-
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nion' 'fﬂ'fch lias been' expressed " u’f i by much abler
judges,’ and’ sincerely wish you success for the sake of the
Umvemt}r and of the prufessmn, as well as for your own.

: Belleve me, my dear Sir
HO T a3 g ’

Ever yours, most falthfully? k.
(Signed) W. P. ALison.
To Dr MacLAGAN,
&ec. &c.
o = g O K} (]

No. 11.—Copy of a Letter from Ropert GraHAM, M.D.,
Fellow of the Royul College of Physicians, and Professor
-of Botany in the University of Edinburgh.

62, Great King Street,
22d October, 1822.

=01(]

-OT(] 1

My pEar MacrAGAN,
U'Ji"hims'r readily comply with your wishes expressed in
' t e application to me for a testimonial of e professional
ablllues

Our friendship began while felluw—apprenhces with the
late Mr Andrew Wood, and the high opinion which I then
f1 r:med of the industry, intelligence, and zeal, with which
yau studied your profession, taught me "confidently to
expect that you would in after life seek fur, and profit by,
opportunities of distinguishing }"ﬂ‘llI'EEH'- "I"hat friendship
has made me always interest myself in }'nur success, and it
was with pleasure that I found your Medical career in the
,t}rm}r realizing all my expectations.
guh I feel quite assured that your activity and talent are far
more than competent to discharge the duties of Professor
gf Il-‘.’.'lhtar;,lr Surger}r in this University ; and I am persua-
ded that the long period durmg which you were attached
to the army while on service, in circumstances endlessly
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varied, could not have ps{ése'& before a mind se very capable
of reflection, withuut-éugg'esting many topics of prelection,
which another teacher, who had been less actively em-
ployed, might never think of.

Believe me,

My dear Maclagan,
Your very sincere friend,
(Signed) RoBerT GRAHAM.

To Dr MacLacan,
&e. &e.

No, 12.—Letter from ALEXANDER GiLLEsPIE, M.D., Fel-
low of the Royal College of Surgeons, and Consulting
Surgeon to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary.

Edinburgh, Nov. 6, 1822,
My pEAR SIR,

It will give me much pleasure to learn that you are the
successful candidate for the Chair of Military Surgery, and
I should be truly happy if any testimonial of mine could in
the least assist your pretensions.

A long acquaintance, and the testimony of many others
who have witnessed your professional duties in the army,
have convinced me that you are highly qualified for the
office to which you aspire ; and if great professional acquire-
ments, address, eloquence, and perspicuity, are of use to
the professor of any science, I am satisfied that you possess
them all in an eminent degree.

Wishing you the success to which your merits entitle
you,

I am ever,
My dear Sir,
Yours most truly,
A. Grireseie, M.D.

To Dr MacLacax,
&e. &e.









