The Somnium Scipionis of Marcus Tullius Cicero / translated into English,
with a preface and notes, by Richard Maddock Hawley.

Contributors

Hawley, Richard Maddock.
Cicero, Marcus Tullius.
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

Publication/Creation
Edinburgh : A. & C. Black, 1837.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/efgpxr3z

Provider

Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. The original may be consulted at
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. where the originals may be
consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/










] G s g
5 r 7 W i -
NEE ] (il L
| I @ = [ J
b 1
1 I I




PREFACE. B

of amity and intimacy with the Triune God, (or per-
haps, to speak more correctly,) with the second
person in that adorable and inscrutable being. *
As soon, however, as he became conscious that he
had deeply offended his infinitely pure and power-
ful Creator, henceforth he looked up to him, not
as a kind and beneficent parent, but as an angry
and omnipotent judge and avenger. The love of
God was, from that moment, extinguished in his
heart, and was succeeded by slavish fear and ha-
tred of him. We are accordingly told, that, after
the fall, Adam, for the first time, endeavoured to
hide himself from his Maker; saying, “ I heard
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because
I was naked, and I hid myself.” Man, however,
has ever continued to be sensible of his weakness,
and consequent dependence on higher powers.
Unablethen to endure the Triune God of the Bible,

* “ No man hath seen God at any time ; the only begotten son,
who is in the bosom of the father, he hath declared him ;”’ 7. e
hath made him manifest to us. The Christian revelation seems to
imply that the supreme God, the Deus Optimus Mazimus of enlight-
ened heathens, rules the affairs of this planet, throngh that ema-
nation of himself, which consists of Deity and humanity united in
one person. In the Old Testament, we often read of the Supreme
Being appearing to patriarchs and prophets. May we not believe,
that the Being, who really appeared, on all these occasions, was

Christ; in other words, all these appearances were anticipations
of his incarnation.
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PREFACE. xi

of whose chief objects was the eradication of ido-
latry, as to have actually enlisted it in the pro-
pagation of that Satanic work. She has accom-
plished this by the impious omission of the second
article of the Mosaic Decalogue, in every country
where she believes her power to be supreme ; and
by garbling, and mistranslating it, wherever her
supremacy is doubtful.*

On the other hand, they who absurdly and disin-
genuously call themselves Unitarians, deny the in-
fallibility of the inspired teachers of the Christian
Religion ; and thus are able to arrive at the com-
fortable conclusion, that they may safely rejectevery
fact and doctrine contained in the holy Seriptures,
which may appear to them to militate against the

* I possess a very fine copy of a work entitled © Officium Bea-
tae Mariae virginis, Pii Vti Pontificis maximi Jussu Editum,
Antwerpize, Ex officina Plantiniana, Apud Balthazarem et Joan-
nem Moretos, Anno Domini, MDCXVIIL,” ¢ e., printed and
published 218 years ago. Under the title Decem Dei Precepta,
quae in Decalogo continentur, ten commandments are delivered.
But how is this done! Z'he Second Commandment is altogether
omitted ; and the tenth is cunningly. divided into two, for the pur-
pose of making up the true number. 1 had frequently heard this
trick imputed to the church of Rome : but did not believe it, till
I saw this book. In Ireland, and probably in some other coun-
tries, where the Romish priesthood is watched and controlled by
a rival hierarchy, they are less audacious: they are content to
make the Second Commandment there tacitly permit idolatry, by

the following mistranslation : “ Thou shalt not bow down to them,
30 as to adore them.”






PREFACE. xiii

One very pernicious error, now unhappily too
prevalent, is that, since religion embraces relations
between God and man, and not those which sub-
sist between man and man, human governments
and laws ought not at all to interfere with it. If
however, it be also true, that sound religion is not
less essential to the temporal than to the eternal
interests of human beings ; and if it be true that
the peculiar doctrines of the Christian religion have
been authoritatively proclaimed by inspired teachers,
then the fallacy of this opinion will readily appear.
When we wish to instruct the young in any art,
science or language, we at once subject them to the
authority and discipline of qualified teachers. To
these teachers they necessarily give a temporary
credit, as long as they are occupied in learning the -
elementary parts of each subject. Why should re-
ligion alone, of all the branches of knowledge, be
excepted from this most salutary rule ? In every
country, the civil rulers assume to themselves, and
exercise the power of punishing those moral delin-
quencies, which are manifestly injurious to the
peace and prosperity of human society. Why
should they not also exercise the higher and god-
like prerogative of preventing these evils? If it be
true, (as we are assured by ITim, who knew what is
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SOMNIUM SCIPIONIS. r i

tody of the body. Nor can you lawfully migrate
from human life on earth, without the permission
and command of that God, who bestowed on your
body its animating soul; since by so doing you
would incur the guilt of shrinking from those hu-
man duties which God has assigned to }ruﬁ. Do
you, O Scipio ! following the example set you by
this your grandfather, and by me who begat you,
cultivate justice and piety ; which as they are im-
portant in private life, so are pre-eminently use-
ful in the public affairs of our country. A life so
spent is the road to heaven, and to that august as-
sembly of those who have gone before us: and
who, released from their corporeal bonds, inhabit
the place you now behold.” At this part of my
dream, turning my eyes, I saw that very resplen-
dent cirelet shining among the stars, which you on
earth call the Orbis Lacteus, or Milky-Way, as the
Greeks call it, galaxe. As I viewed the universe
from that position, every thing around me appear-
ed glorious and wonderful. I saw many stars
which to us on earth are invisible; their magnis
tudes too are immense, far exceeding what we com-
monly suppose them to be. Of all the stars, the
smallest is that which is the most remote from the
luminaries of the celestial sphere, and the nearest












SOMNIUM SCIPIONIS. 11

sound, nor is any sense less acute than that of
hearing among mankind. In a similar way it
happens, that where the Nile, not far from its
origin, precipitates its waters from lofty moun-
tains, at the tremendous falls called Catadupa, the
people of that country are deaf, from the stunning
nature of the sound. Now, the sounds produced
by the constant revolutions of the universe are so
intensely loud, that human ears are unable to re-
ceive them. In like manner, human eyes, over-
whelmed by the dazzling lustre of the solar rays,
cannot look on the sun.”

Though filled with admiration of thescene around
me, yet I could not withdraw my eyes from the
earth. Africanus observing this, said, “ I perceive
that even yet you are contemplating the abode and
habitation of men. Now, as you find it to be com-
paratively so small, let that consideration lead you
constantly to contemplate (set fﬂltr affections on)
heavenly objects, and to despise those which are
earthly. What celebrity among men, or what
glory worth striving for, is it in your power to
acquire ? If you look down upon the earth, you
will see that the parts of it which are inhabited,
and cultivated by man, are few and small ; mere
spots surrounded by immense deserts: that the












SOMNIUM SCIPIUNIS. 15

generations it extends. As the sun underwent a
oreat eclipse, and was invisible to human eyes,
when the soul of Romulus penetrated into this
heavenly temple, so when a similar eclipse shall
happen, at the time when the sun and the other
celestial bodies shall have arrived at the same re-
lative position ; then all the constellations and
planets having finished a circuit, one celestial
year will be terminated.  Of this year not a
twentieth part has yet elapsed. If then you aspire
to a return to this blissful place, in which all that
is desirable is reserved for the great and the good,
at how low a rate should you value that human
glory, which you see to be of so short duration, that
it can only extend through a small portion of a sin-
gle celestial year. If, then, yourhopes and views are
elevated, and extend to this eternal seat and habita-
tion asyour ultimateobject, you will not court popu-
lar applause, nor will you aim at mere human re-
wards. Let the intrinsic charms of virtue lead you
to true glory. As to what others may say of you,
regard it not : of course they will speak ; let that be
their concern, not yours. You now see that human
glory is not only circumscribed by the narrow
boundaries of the inhabited parts of the earth,
but has never been perpetual as to any one ; since






SOMNIUM SCIPIONIS. 17

sic impelling agent, must necessarily cease to live,
when it is no longer moved, or impelled. ~Of that
alone which has the power of moving itself, can
it be truly said that its motion is perpetunal ; and
for this reason, that a thing cannot desert itself.
Such is the nature and source of all motion ; it
must, either directly or indirectly, depend on a
self-moving principle. Now a principle (princi-
pium) can have no origin ; for every thing is pro-
duced from some principle; but a principle can-
not owe its birth to something extrinsic to itself,
as then it would cease to be a principle. Of
that which has no origin, it is also true that it never
can become extinct; for a principle once extin-
guished, were such an event possible, could neither
be regenerated from another, nor could it give
birth to another ; as every thing must have some
prime origin or principle. " Hence it is evident, that
whatever possesses a self-moving power, must
have inherent in itself the principle of motion,
and can have neither birth nor death. To suppose
the contrary, is to believe it possible that the whole
frame and motions of the universe might perish,
or come to a stand. Since then it is evident, that
whatever has the power of moving itself is eter-
nal, who can deny that the souls of men are en-






