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viii  Seme AccouNT of the late

certainly the fituation of Dr. FoTuereIrL
at this time, who has often told me, that
his opinion of his own abilities was fuch
as reconciled his mind to move in a more
fubordinate fphere. It may therefore be
primarily attributed to the difcernment of
this eminent profeflor, that his pupil was
at once deftined to occupy a higher ftation,
to redeem apparent victims of difeafe by
his {kill; and he {urvived long enough to fee
that he had not made a falfe eftimate of his
genius, while his induftry of application,
and ardour after inftru&ion, tended to con-
firm the profeflor’s fagacity ; for as he ad-
vanced in knowledge, he found daily ex-
citements to further progrefs.

At this period fome of the profeflors
delivered le¢tures in Latin, and others in
Englith. Dr. Foruercirr adopted a me-
thod of improving upon both, which it
may not be improper to mention here : it
is what he has fince recommended to me ;
and whoever follows his example, will be
apt to recommend it to others ; for much
is due to him who firft breaks the way to
knowledge, and leaves only to his fuc-

ceflors the tafk of fmoothing it. He took
notes






















































XXVI  Some ACCoUNT of the late

practice, independent of any intrinfic merit,
and religious profeffion is not one of the
leaft : whoever acquires the foremott repu-
tation with the leaders of a fec, is by
them naturally confidered and proclaimed
as the firft of the medical profeffion at
large ; but as there were two phyficians of
the fame religious fentiments with Dr. Fo-
THERGILL, previoufly fettled in the metro-
polis, his early reputation could not be de-
duced from hisreligion ; neither could family
connexion operate in a ftronger manner,
becaufe the refidence of his relations was
principally in the north of England. What-
ever reputation is acquired, unconnected
with literature or medical {kill, is preca-
rious at all times : if patients are not cured ;
if fuccefs does not follow pratice ; a {fpe-
cious importance acquired or fupported by
partial or {uperficial pretences, is feldom
permanent.. In concerns of fuch magnitude,
where health and life are at ftake, partial
attachments will vanith, and a convi&ion
of fuperior fagacity and fkill will at length
predominate. Whether we confider Dr.
ForueRrRGILL's early acquifition of repu-
tation, or its future accumulation, we

cannot












XXX  Some AccouNT of the late

uniformly, without referve, always fpoke
of it as his own produion; and without
the confcioufnefs of defert, no perfon that
knew him, could be ignorant, that his
modefty and his integrity would equally
revolt at any unworthy plagiarifm.

Had Dr. FoTuERGILL’s Account of the
Sore Throat been merely a publication of
doCtrines previoufly known and adopted,
fuch a plagiarifm muft have been notorious
to every medical man in the city ; and the
performance which announced a fuppofed
difcovery, would have met with general -
contempt, inftead of that eclat which it
conferred upon the writer, and which fud-
denly fwelled the current of his bufinefs,
and confequently of his emolument: the
firft induced him to f{eek for fome moments
of retirement, and the laft enabled him to
effe it, as far as a phyfician in extenfive
practice could command moments of lei-
fure. The natural bias of the mind is moft
apt to thew itfelf ina ftate of independence,
when unreftrained by exterior concerns : in
an a&ive and multifarious genius, with
which the Do&or was endowed, it would

be difficult to afcertain his warmeft excite-
ments :


















XXXV1 _Same AccoUNT of the late

are rather fnatched from time by watchful
diligence, than enjoyed from attual lei-
fure.
- As a rational means of unbending his
mind, and affording at the fame time cols
jateral advancement in the healing art, bo-
tany acquired his patronage. On the Surrey
fide of the Thames he had noticed a {pot
of land, the fituation of which fheltered it
from the feverity of the north wind, and
in the foil of which vegetables grew luxu-
riantly ;- its vicinity was convenient, and
its extent rendered its purchafe eafy, as the
proprietor was inclined to fell it : the price
was ftipulated, and one obftacle alone re-
mained to make it his own ; it was let to
4 tenant at will, whofe little family fub-
fifted on its produce, and whofe mifery was
inevitable, had he E}{pﬂuﬂd him from this
fruitfol foil : the moment he was made ac-
quainted with the circumftances of the
family, he refufed the offer, adding, ¢ that
<¢ that could never afford gratification to
¢¢ him, which entailed mifery on another ;"
and when he relinquithed this projected
Eden, he made the family a prefent of the
1_ntend:.—‘:d purchaﬂ:—mnnﬂ}r, as I was in-
formed
























xliv - Some AccounTt of the late

cotton or flax '—Such confiderations in«
fluenced Dr. ForuerciLL ; and where he
could not produce objeéts of equal impor-
tance, he exerted himfelf to accomplifh
others of lefs; yet of great public utility.
What he effeGed, and what he contributed
0 do, would fill a volume, were a grateful
biographer to enlarge upon them: he
pointed out what would fuit different foils,
and formed a balance in the productions of
the globe : from America he received vari-
ous fpecies of catalpas, kalmias, magnolias,
firs, oaks, maples, and other valuable pro-
ducions, which became denizens of his
domain, fome of them capable of being ap-
_pl'ié:ci to the moft ufeful purpofes of timber ;
and, in return, he tranfported green and
bohea teas from his garden at Uptos,
to the fouthern part of that great conti-
nent, now rifing into an independent
empire: he endeavoured to improve the
growth and quality of coffee in the Weft
India iflands; the Bamboo cane (Arundo
Bambos) calculated for various domeftic
ufes, he procured from China, and pur-
pofed to tran{plant it to our iflands fituated
within the tropics. The laft time I was

with




















































































Ixxj  Some Account of the late

THERGILL's title to it could not be con-
troverted, and at this altar alone he lighted
the facred paffion. ¢ Sovereign benevo-
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lence,” he obferved*, ¢ is more widely
extended than the particular attachment,
however reciprocal, that we call friend-
thip. That the beloved difciple, that
Lazarus, that others fhared a peculiar re-
gard from the Saviour of mankind, is evi-
dent; but {till the principle was extended
much farther, € 2% are my [riends, if ye
do the will of bim that fent me.’ This
was the friendfhip, it is moft evident, that
the Gofpel recommended—Loving the
Great Creator above all things, our fel-
low-creatures for his fake, and, in pecu-
liar fituations, individuals for his and -
their own.—The friendfhips of Tully
are beneath this kind of friendfhip;
they did honour to human nature, and
to its Author in a certain degree: a
wider {phere was unknown to them, and
as the attachments they formed were on
the beft foundations they knew, maore
was not to be expeted. The Gofpel
amities are unlimited, they flow to all,

% Letter to Dr. Percival.
(41 in
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Ixxiv Some ACCOUNT of the late

was his humanity towards thefe, that, on a
friend’s hinting to him, whilft he was in
the country, that his favours were not
marked by propriety of diftinction (the
gentleman from whom he had refufed his
fee being placed in high rank in the church,
with an independent fortune) he returned a
ready explanation of his principle of action:
¢« T had rather,” faid the Doctor, ¢ return
¢ the fee of a gentleman with whofe rank
«¢ T am not perfeétly acquainted, than run
¢¢ the ritk of taking it from a man who
¢t ought perhaps to be the objett of my
¢ bounty.” Such was the noble ftyle of
this moft excellent man’s way of thinking.”

¢« The humane reader will feel the fineft
fprings of his affections moved by the fol-
lowing anecdotes, given me by a clergyman
of high rank, who reveres the memory of
Dr. ForuercirL, and places his obliga-
tions to him, in a very trying {eafon, near to
his heart. A friend of his, a man of a
worthy character, who has at this time an
income of about one hundred pounds a year,
church preferment, was, in the early part
of his life, feated in London upon a curacy

of fifty pounds per annum, with a wife and
' a nume-






























Ixxxiv Some AccouNT of the late

be recorded as an example for pofterity, I
fhall be approved for introducing likewife
the refpetable names of David Barclay,
John Barclay, Daniel Mildred,Samuel Hoare,
Ofgood Hanbury, Capel Hanbury, John
Harman, John Strettell, Ifaac Walker, Za-
chary Cockfield, Thomas Corbyn, and Wil-
liam Archer, as examples of beneficence,
who co-operated in this patriotic and hu-
mane undertaking.

To break a monopoly which had highly
enhanced the price of freth fith in all the
markets about London, he firft fuggefted
the fcheme of bringing fifh by land-carriage;;
and though it did not fucceed in every re-
fped, it tended to deftroy a fuppofed com-
bination, which has never fince arifen to the
fame ‘alarming extent; and may probably
Tong be remembered, as a proje¢t which,
though now fufpended, may be renewed at a
future time, fhould the fame complaint
again-occur.

To render bread much cheaper to the

_<poor, though equally as wholefome as the
“beft wheaten, Dr. FOTHERGILL propofed
2 method of making it with one part of
‘potatoes; and ‘three parts of hou fehold flour;
-and-ta-'-'encr':-ufﬂgc ‘its- ufe, he caufed pro=

| per
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Ixxxvi Some AccounT of the Igte

horfes fed with it will travel farther, and
bear the fatigues of a long journey much
better, than when fed with any other food
whatever. It was formerly much ufed about
London for the feeding of hogs, and it has
rendered their fleth whiter, {weeter, and
‘better flavoured, than when fed with any
thing elfe hitherto ufed; and for black
cattle, deer, and pnultry, there is no food
{uperior to this grain.

The people of North America drefs the
flour into various forms, which it is as well
calculated for as that of wheat ; in the Weft
Indies it conftitutes a large (hare of the food

- of the negroes, who, perhaps, undergo as

much hardfthip and labour as motft of the

{fons of men.
The flour of this corn poffeffes, to moft,
an agreeable fweet flavour; fo that fome
perfons, who have accuftomed themfielves
to eat the bread made of it, find a dlﬂicult}r
in returning to the ufe of any other. Great
care is requifite in grinding the corn, as a
part of the interior edge of the grain is
compofed of a ligneous fpongy f{ubftance,
the middle of which is of a dark brown
colour, and of a bitter tafte, which, if
ground
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Ixxxviii Some AccounT of the late

from the extenfive exercife of his profeffion.
Thofe aéts of beneficence, where, like the
oak which germinates from an acorn, great
effects arife from {fmall caufes, may be claffed
under minor departments, when referred to
him, whofe liberality flowed into fo many
wide and diftant channels : feldom was any
ufeful fubfcription fet on foot, either in this
kingdom or its dependencies, without his
name ftanding foremoft in the lift, as many
of the fchools at home and abroad can grate-
fully evidence : in public calamities, as in
inftances of private diftrefs, but in a more
enlarged manner, the {ympathy of his heart
expanded the bounty of his purfe—

His bofom T'ruth’s fair palace ; and his arms
Benevolent, the harbour of mankind !

Brooxe's Guft. Vafa.

A man who devoted his labour and for-
tune to public good, without oftentation,
may have raifed many monuments of public
benefit, that are too remote to be clearly
recollected, or too recent to be fully afcer-
tained. In the late war, when the fuccefs
of our arms had filled the prifons with cap-
tives, and reduced our enemies to a flate

too abject to adminifter fupport adequate to
the
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xciv  Some AccouNT of the late

or fanatic by popular decifion ; but, how-
ever fudden paffion may controvert a gene-
ral pofition, mankind are feldom long and
deliberately obftinate againft private intereft.
But the {yftem on which I am adverting, as
it admitted not of oaths, it debarred itfelf
from all emoluments under government;
as it reprefled pomp and ceremonious ad-
drefs, it could neither court the great nor
flatter the gdy. From fuch a fyftem of
felf-denial the Society could never be nu-
merous ; and, as might be naturally ima-
gined, would rather have excited pity than
perfecution : but, unenviable as their reli--
gious opinions might appear, {o natural is
it for the ftrong to opprefs the weak, that
they were compelled to feal thofe opinions
with their blood. Time, however, which
is the meafure of actions, has placed men
and opinions in new points of view :

Opinionum commenta delet dies, nature ju-
dicia confirmat. Crc.

Perfecution drove the Quakers to America,
where they founded a government unknown
in modern times ; where the world beheld

a people in power, the only people re-
corded
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xévi  Some AccouNT of the late

‘¢ pécher de déclarer, que je les eftime
‘* un peuple vraiment grand, vertueux, plein
“ d’induftrie, d’intelligence, et de fagefic.
“« Ce font des gens animés des principes
“¢ les plus étendus de beneficence, qu'il y
¢¢ git jamais eu fur la terre. Leur charite
« fe porte fur toute la race du genre hu-
¢ main, ne refufant a perfonne les mifé-
¢¢ ricordes des dieux. Ils reconnoifient
«¢ publiquement que la libert¢ univerfelle
«¢ eft due 4 tout le monde. Ils condam-
¢ pent les impdts, et neanmoins 1ls les
«¢ payent, et s’y foumettent fans murmure.
¢« Enfin, c’eft peut-étre le feul parti chez
¢¢ les Chrétiens, dont la pratique du corps
<« entier reponde conftamment a fes prin-
< cipes. Je n'ai point de honte d'avouer

| : (11 quﬁ
As to myfelf, I cannot but acknowledze, that I con-
fider them as a great and virtuous people, induftrious,
intelligent, and wife, and animated with the moft ex-
tenfive principles of beneficence that have ever yet ap-
peared. Their charity is extended to the whole hu-
man race, denying no onea godlike compaffion. They
publicly acknowledge that liberty is due to all; and
though they condemn impofts (ecclefiaftical taxes, and
thofe for carrying on war) they fubmit to them with-
out murmuring. They are, perhaps, the only Society
of Chriftians, whofe praétice and principles amongft
all its members conftantly correfpond. I am not

afhamed to own, that I have repeatedly perufed, with
fingular




























































cxvi' Some AcCouNT of the late

volution in drefs, and the frequent change
of cloathing, unknown to the ancients, they
have neither the neceffity of former times,
nor the occafions which the poor at prefent
labour under, of wathing themfelves from
the impurities incident on manual employ-
ments, and the want of change of cloath-
ing. '

In converfation, Dr. FoTHERGILL has
repeatedly mentioned to me the impnrtancé
of public Baths, for the convenience of the
lower claffes of the people; ‘and the an-
nexed letter evinces, that he took fome
altive fteps towards the accomplithment of

this eafy, fafe, and falutary gratification*.
In

% < To the DirecTORS of the New River Company.

<« HarpurR STREET, Nov. 16, 1780.
¢« (GENTLEMEN,

«¢ T take the liberty to mention a circumftance,
which I think is of fome importance to the falubrity of
your water, and therefore not unworthy of your con-
fideration.

_ <& Returning lately from the North, and pafling
through Ware, I was ftruck with obferving the quan-
tity of leaves falling into the New River from the trees
growing along: its banks; at the fame time refle¢ting,
that in the whole of its courfe to Iflington, the quan-
tity muft be fuch.as could mot fail, by rotting in the

rf#rrent, ;
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ufed endeavours to prevent and reftrain it,
by the encouragement of induftry, and b}r
the infliction of punifthments on the com-
miffion of crimes. Liberty, the birthright
of man, the poffeflion of which he eannot

permitted to bathe at low prices ; fix-pence, three-pence,
a penny each, &c. Begin with a few, extend them
as occafion requires; fome for men, fome for women ;
fome for boys, others for girls; and a peace officer or
two to be on the fpot, to fee that no irregularities are
committed. On vacant {pots in the Spaw Fields, and
other parts in the vicinage of populouys places, they
might be built conveniently, and let ta advantage, li-
miting the tenants to low rates, for the accommodation
of fervants, and others, who cannot afford a fhilling a
time; and many for this reafon go into ponds and
rivers beyond their depth, to the lofs of feveral lives.

¢ As I am perfuaded that by this means you might
prevent, or be enabled to punifh with due feverity,
tran{greffors, and do a public benefit, I have no doubt
but you will excufe me for fuggefting thefe confidera,
tions ; in the execution of which I fhall readily com-
municate every thing that has occurred to me refpecting
e ¢¢ T am, with much refped,

TRTTEE Your Friend,
¢¢ J. ForHERGILL.

[Communicated to my valuable friend, John Scott,
Efq; of Amwell, well known in the literary world, by
the late Amie Garnault, Efq; of Bull’s Crofs, Middle-
fex, who was an adlive member of the New River

QU]’I‘IPEI!}'-_] b
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cxxii  Some AccounNT of the late

Thefirft of thefe, our Prefident, did not live
to fee this ufeful defign completed, though
he had laboured affiduoufly in digefting
it, and had prgvioufly inferted fome ufeful
remarks on the punithment of conviéts, in
the public prints, which I think too impor-
tant to be omitted in his Works.

To obviate, however, and reprefs the firft
eruptions of vicious propenfity, is an object
of the greateft importance to the welfare
and happine(s of the community. In fome
inftances, more might be effected by lenient
means than by fevere punifhments: one be-

. gets gratitude, and a defire to retrieve re-

putation ; the other hardens the mind, ex-
cites the paflions of revenge and cruelty,
and confirms a more abandoned profligacy

gether. What can be more dreadful to the riotous, the
libertine, the woluptuous, the idle delinquent, than
folitude, confinement, fobriety, and conftant labour {
Yet what can be more truly beneficial ? Solitude will
awaken reflection ; confinement will banifh temptation ;
fobriety will reftore vigour ; and labour will beget a
habit of honeft induftry : while the aid of a religious
inftruéor may implant new principles in his heart;
and, when the date of his punifhment is expired, will
conduce to both his temporal and eternal welfare. Such
a profpeét as this is furely well worth the trouble of an

.{}f.

experiment.”












exxVi Some AccotnT of the late
*“ and an eftate of 80 acres of land, wete
purchafed; improved, and furnifhed by
{ubfeription. The Door fet a generous
example by his own contribution, and
an endowment by his will in perpe=
tuity.”

I have inferted this quotation, as it ex=
plains the incident which brought Dr. Fo-
THERGILL acquainted with this eligible
fituation, refpeing which he afterwards
expreffed his warmeft approbation, in 2
Letter to a Friend, which I have preferved
in his Works: ¢ Though I had not feen
the building,” he obferves; ¢ I had feen
and confidered a plan of the houfe, and
learned from that, and from the report of
many who had been on the {pot, that the
building, the fituation, the healthfulnefs of
the country, the plenty of provifions, and
the vieinity of many valuable friends, were
fuch, that if it could be purchafed, and
properly endowed, it might, in many re-
{pets, anfwer the intention of friends, and
lay the ground-work of an ufeful and per-
manent eftablithment. The children of
friends not in affluent circumftances, are

the objeéts of Ackworth School ; the chil-
dren
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CxXxXx  Some Accounrt of the late

pofterity, by conferring upon {fubfequent
generations the means of an ufeful education,
which places out the virtues of youth to
the beft ufury, where the intereft is, of all
others, the moft produétive and permanent ;
for education, when it works on an amiable
difpofition, draws out to view every latent
virtue and perfe@ion, which might other-
wife lie dormant, or remain obfcured ; for
not to have reafon, and to have it ufelefs
and unemployed, is nearly the fame. This
public action was confiftent with the tenor
of his life, and conftituted one uniform
fyftem of philanthropy, where the heart
melted with benevolence, and where the
hand fhowered liberality *,

Gratum eff, quod patrie civem, populogue de-
diffz,

Sic facis ut patrie fit idoneus, utilis agris,

* It muft afford fatisfa@ion to every friend of huma-
nity to know, that in the eftablifhment of Ackworth
School, many congenial difpofitions aided Dr. FornEer-
GILL whilft he was living, and perfevere to promote it
fince his death, In David Barclay particularly, whofe
name I have already mentioned, equal ardour js exerted,
as there was before equal philanthropy and beneficence.
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information of his route. In the year 1769,
my excellent guardian, his brother Samuel,
was indifpofed during his vifit in London ;
and as he was defirous of returning home-
wards, I was requefted to accompany him
to Lea-hall, and the Doéor propofed to
follow us down foon after. I was then a
ftudent of medicine ; but I could not avoid
remarking the numerous applications made
to us to afcertain the time of his pafling
through different ftages. I think he once
informed me, that he had upwards of fifty
applications at one place in his journey: I
have been his Amanuenfis repeatedly for at
leaft twenty patients at one fitting. At
home, indeed, the prefent generation will
not require to be told, that he had the con-
fidence of the public as a phyfician; of his
patients, likewife, as a near and confiden-
tial friend ; and of the literary, as a refpect-
ful affociate. He was chofen, in 1754, a
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians
at Edinburgh, as he had early been of the
Medical Society* inftituted there, and fince

incorporated

* Near fifty years ago, feveral ftudents of medicine

formed this Society, for their mutual inftruction and
' ' advancement
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tion and on the age, inftituted, in 1776, a
Royal Medical Society; and, to render it
more extenfively beneficial, they have chofen
honorary or correfponding members from
the ingenious of all nations. Of the num-
ber in this kingdom, whofe characters ac-
quired the fuffrages of this Society, was our
latc Prefident: their addrefs to him upon
that occafion is marked with a {pirit of true
philofophy, which is not reftri¢ted within
the limits of empires ; and its infertion here
muft be acceptable to every liberal mind.

s¢ ¥ DocTOR ILLUSTRISSIME,

«« QUAS hodie confociationis litteras
offert tibi Regia Socictas Medica Parifienfis,
ego tantd libentius ad te mitto, qued dul-
ciffimum et utiliffimum epiftolare commer-~

cium nobis procul dubio concedes, quodque
mihi

# ¢ JrrusTrIOUs DOCTOR,

¢¢ T the more willingly fend you the letters of ad-
mifion into memberfhip, which the Royal Medical
Seciety of Paris this day offers you, becaufe we fhall
doubtlefs gain a moft agreeable and ufeful literary cor-

refpondence with you, and ‘becaufe: fuch an affociation,
and
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finibus corref; pondentes. Dein utinam, amici
€t quidquid eveniat uniti: medicina que
tandem fit una ut Hippocrates, nec amplius,
ut eft hodic multiplex. Hac funt que {perat
a te academica illa Societas, quam fuam di-
cere pofflumus quippe qui Socius ab e4 jam
a plurimis menfibus denunciatus fuifti.”

Dr. Foruereirr had now attained the
zenith of medical reputation: in national
concerns, or public calamities from difeafe,
his opinion was fought after, and as uni-
formly adopted. When the Britith Houfe of
Commons was Informed of the dreadful
fatality of the gaol diftemper, among the
French and Spanith prifoners confined in
Winchefter, Dr. FoTHERGILLS opinion
was inftantly taken upon the fubjeét, and he
recommended Dr. J. Carmichael Smith to

laftly, I wifh that we may be friends, and united to-
gether, whatever may happen #: medicine then would
be uniform, and but one in all places, as Hippocrates
wifhed it to be, and not as it is at prefent, divided into
parties. Thefe are the things this academic Society
withes to promote, and which we may now call your
Society, feeing you have been declared a Fellow of it
for fome months.,”

® Probably refaring to the commencement of the war.

{uperintend
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cxlvi Some Account of the late

quainted with Dr. Foruercirr, during
the laft ten or twelve years of his life, muft
know that I allude to the profecution com-
menced againft him by one, for a fuppofed
injury ; and to the partiality of which he
was accufed by the other, in adjufting a
difference between him and a refpectable
Baronet. Of thefe tranfactions it is unne«
ceflary here to enter into a minute detail :
the decree, pronounced on the former cafe
by that learned and fagacious judge, the
Lord Chief Juftice of England, moft ho-
nourably juftified the chara&er of our late
Prefident from every imputation of wrong*;

“and his own pen § not only entirely vindi-

cated him from every afperfion of partiality
and injuftice thrown upon him by his ac-
cufer, but alfo exhibited moft exemplary
inftances of candour, liberality of fentiment,
and generofity.

Perfons, whofe ftated employments pre-
clude the enjoyment of leifure, naturally
acquire a habit of brevity in the difpatch of
their concerns : in converfation they apply

% See Gentleman’s Magazine, November 1781.
+ Introdu@ory Remarks on the Preface of Parkin-

fon’s Journal of a Voyage. :
immediately
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and tenacious retention of it, as the moft
cenfurable part of a life (fo far as I know,
and T knew it well) otherwife blamelefs.
Perfection is fearcely the lot of humanity ;
and in extenuation of this difpofition it
might be argued, that whilft he formeg
a hafty, his folidity of judgment prevented a
wrong, determination : like the ballaft of a
fhip, it kept fteady the fails that were ex-
pofed to the fudden gufts of a ftorm. This
failing, however, fuch as it was, has been
fometimes remarked by the Faculty, in con-
{ultations with the Do&or, and remarked
with cenfure ; and whoever has been ho-
noured and confulted for a feries of years as
a medical oracle, muft have attained that
experience, which affords the beft prefump-
tion for firmnefs of opinion: but were the
cenfure well founded, happy is the man, and
happy the patients of that phyfician, who
pafleth through life with fo much unde-
viating rectitude !

In this place, I cannot but gratefully re-
call to mind how much I owed to my de-
ceafed friend, when I left Europe to revifit
my native ifland : it muft be admitted, that

though after feventeen years abfence, I re-
' turned
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tranfaction at Lexington, he foretold, as

~ . probable confequences of the projected

meafures, many of the great events which
time has fince evolved. If a man is cen-
{urable for the accomplithment of his pre-
di¢tions, Dr, FoTHERGILL was certainly
fo 5 but were fuch reafoning admiffible, all
the great chara&ers of facred and general
hiftory, whom we have been hitherto ac-
cuftomed to reverence, muft fall under a
fimilar predicament: if their fagacity, or
their f{uperior information, had enlarged
their views, and enabled them with preci-
fion to eftimate the refult of certain actions,
the rulers to whom they communicated
their obfervations, and who, pofiefling the
power, but being perhaps otherwife in-
formed, did not take adequate precautions
to prevent what had been foretold, have
been deemed anfwerable for the event. I
can venture to affert, that no man laboured
more anxioufly than Dr. FOTHERGILL did,
to prevent what he predicted as eventual
from the profecution of certain meafures—
the difmemberment of the empire.

 As he had accefs, by his profefiion, to
¢amilies of the firft diftinction, he embraced
' | occafional
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tending parties, as will appear by the fol=
lowing letter, marked (B), which he wroté
in 1775 to a noble Lord.

In 1980, Dr. Franklin wrote to Dr. Fo-
THERGILL’s colleague the fubfequent let-
ter, marked (C), which I introduce to
corroborate the above narrative.

In the preceding year Dr. ForurrcirL
publifhed a pamphlet, intitled, ¢ An Eng-
¢¢ lifth Freeholder’s Addrefs,”’ which I have
preferved in his Works : it contains fenti-
ments further explanatory of his political
character ; fentiments that will ever be
revered.

(A.)
HinTs for Converfation, upon the Subjeét
of Terms that may probably produce 4

durable Union between Great Britain and
ber Colonies™®.

1ft. THE tea deftroyed, to be paid for:
2d. The tea duty act to be repealed, and
all the duties that have been received upont

* The Editor conceives the following propofitions
to contain all the grievances comprized in the peti-
tion of Congrefs to the King, brought over by Governor
Benn ip 1775 ;
i
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graces, which can be acquired by no other
medium. Rules of exterior imitation may
be delineated with the elegant pencil of a
Chefterfield ; but the purity of the heart is
the genuine fource of true politenefs : for
that religion, which breathes good - will
unto man, whilft it refines the under-
ftanding, and foftens the affections, begets
that complacency from which neceflarily
refult thofe amities, and that unaffected
politenefs, which alone fhould form the
gentleman ; fuch as the Scholar thould cul-
tivate, and the Chriftian recommend ; and
thefe rendered a FOTHERGILL beloved, re-
{pected, and illuftrious.

But the time was approaching, when
neither temperance nor virtue could exempt
our valuable affociate from the final lot of
humanity. For a feries of years, indeed
for the moft part of his life, he had en-
joyed good health, and time feemed flowly
to diminifh the vigour of his body, or
weaken the exertion of his mind ; but it
was perceptible to thofe who were much
with him, and what he often remarked
himfelf, that fatigue became lefs {upport-
able, and recruit of ftrength, in his annual

retreats into Chefhire, was of late years
more
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but the progrefs of folicitude upon the
mind, which is not the refult of remorfe,
is always {low, and rarely fatal; and the dif-
cafe under which Dr. ForuErGILL finally

(11

any vicory.—My foul triumphs over death, hell,
¢¢ and the grave.
““ Hufbands and wives, parents and children, health
and riches, muft all go ;—difappointment is another
name for them.
¢¢ 1 fhould have been thankful, had I been able to
have got to the enfuing Yearly Mceting in London,
which you are now going to attend, where I have
¢ been fo often refrefhed with my brethren ; but it is
otherwife allotted, .—The Lord knows beft what is beft
¢ for us ;—I am content, and rcﬁgned to his will,

¢ I feel a foretafte of the joy which is to come ; and
¢ who would wifh to change fuch a ftate of mind ?——
¢ [ fhould be glad if an eafy channel could be found,
¢ to inform the Yearly Meeting, that as I have lived,
¢ {o I fhall clofe, with the moft unﬂiakf:r_l aflurance,
¢ that we have not followed cunningly-devifed fables,
¢ but the pure, living, eternal fubftance,

¢ Let the aged be ftrong, let the middle- -aged be
¢ animated, and the youth encouraged ; for the Lord_
¢ is with Sion, the Lord will blefs Sion !
¢¢ If I be now removed out of his church militant,
where I have endeavoured in fome meafure to fill up

my duty, I have an evidence that I fhall gain an ad-
¢ mittance into his glorious church triumphant, far
¢ above the heavens.
¢¢ My dear love to all them that love the Lord

¢ Tefus”
ot fuffered,

cc

(14

(44

Lol

L
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could be known only to the Society inte-
refted in it : and he lived to accomplifh his
ardent wifhes.

In the commencement of December of
the fame year, he was able to fee his friends;
and foon afterwards the importunities of
the fick forced him again into his former
arduous and aétive life, and for the {pace of
two years he enjoyed his ufual degree of
health, at leaft he rarely complained, and
he certainly was equally occupied in the
duties of his profeflion, and in numerous
exertions for the benefit of individuals, and
of the community ; for he never feemed fo
happy, as when' he was rendering others fo.

It was after this illnefs that he vifited
Ackworth School, and endeavoured to per-
fe&t his plan, and perpetuate its advantages
to pofterity. He retired as ufual, the latter
end of the year, to Lea-hall, and once re-
turned by Buxton, where he projected thofe
improvements in that celebrated refort of
invalids, already hinted at, and which, as I
am informed, are now carrying into exe-
cution.

He likewife vifited Knarefborough, in
Yorkthire, after many years abfence, *“ to

1 Pa}rl”
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of wine and water, to moderate the infatiable
thirft, of which fluid he was obliged to fip
after every fentence, in order to enable him
to {peak : he was then as ferene as in per-
fe& health ; he endeavoured, indeed, to af-
fume a degree of chearfulnefs, which was
natural to him when well, and defcribed his
complaints, and their probable fatal termi-
nation, with a pious hope, ¢ that he had
¢ not lived in vain, but in degree to an-
“ {wer the end of his creation, by facri-
“ ficing interefted confiderations, and his
‘¢ own eafe, to the good of his fellow crea-
“¢ tures.” Some individuals might have
envied the univerfal efteem he acquired by
his virtues, his manners, and his {kill in
healing ; and all may envy that comfort of
mind which fuftained him to his final dif~
folution, which was on the 26th day of
December 1780.

A man fo long, and fo refpectfully known,
dying in the fummit of celebrity, and fur-
rounded with the carefles of a numecrous
acquaintance, muft be deeply and univer-
fally regretted.

Aé&s of friendfhip to the deceafed are
animated, becaufe they are difinterefted, and

virtuous minds are the moft ardently dif-
y pofed

L.
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beloved and refpected while living ; none
have died more univerfally regretted. I
loved and efteemed him highly alive; I
fhall ever refpect his memory. Submifiion
to the will of Heaven, we all know, is ever
our duty under every afflicting difpenfation.
The reafon is very plain; of this our
judgment is eafily convinced: but the prac-
tice is not quite fo eafy. We cannot forget
the pleafure we enjoyed in the poffeffion of
fuch bleflings ; we look back with regret,
and are deeply fenfible of the prefent void.
Natural affeion will have its courfe, and
it requires time to foothe the paffions. Of
all the taxes on humanity, this 1is the
greateft.—Both on your own account, and
from the near relation in which you ftand
to the refpected deceafed, I muft ever inte-
reft myfelf cordially in your welfare. Iam
far from expecting, nay, I do not even wifh,
you to take any notice of this letter foon.
The prefent ftate of your mind cannot ad-
mit of it: but hereafter, when time has
mellowed your grief, and blunted the edge
of your prefent poignant affliction, I will
hope to hear, either from yourfelf, or by

the hands of fome of your friends, of your
{tate

































