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224, SKIN DISEASES,

Comedones, or Grubs, are characterized by the retention of
sebaceous matter simply. This excites slight inflammation,
and then we have acne punctata. The skin in both is
thickish, greasy; the secretion is retained and is inspissated ;
the dirt collects at the apex of each little grub, and forms a,
black speck or point: the whole face—for this is the common
seat—may be covered. The sebaceous matter can be squeezed
out, and then resembles, according to popular notion, a little
maggot; but it is composed of sebaceous matter, epithelial
cells, a number of minute hairs, and an acarus, called
steatozoon (or acarus) folliculorum. The spores of a fungus,
and even puccinia, have been found in these grubs. It is
seen in lymphatic subjects and those of weak circulation.

The Treatment consists in curing dyspepsial, anemorrheeal,
leucorrheeal, and such-like conditions, which are often present,
exhibiting in the lymphatic iron in combination with saline
aperients, and cod-liver oil. TLocally, shampooing the face,
or kneading it, as it may be termed,—using friction, and then
certain stimulating and slightly astringent lotions. Borax is
the best to begin with. Other remedies are bichloride of
mercury, with almond emulsion, alkaline washes, oxide of
zine lotion, weak alum lotion. Some recommend hypochlorite
of sulphur ointment.

The retention of the secretion may occur to such an
extent as to dilate the follicle, so that it rises up in the form
of a little tumour. This is the (acne) molluscum, which is
usually classed under the head of tubercula. The tumour
commences as a little white elevation like a minute drop of
white wax; this enlarges until it attains the size of a split
pea: it may reach that of a nut. It is of circular form, firm,
white, often flattened at the top, where is seen a little depres-
sion, which marks the orifice of the follicle; and it is attached
by a more or less distinet pedicle to the surface. The section
shows it to be an enlargement and distension of the whole
lobules of the little glands. The contents can be squeezed
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