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110 SERUM DIAGNOSIS OF SYPHILIS.

antibodies or not. ¥In the former event there will be
inhibition of hamolysis, either total or partial; in the
latter, the tubes should be completely hamolysed.

The degrée of inhibition of ha&molysis varies ac-
cording to the amount of syphilitic antibody present;
if this is large in amount, or in other words, if com-
plete inhibition occurs in the tube containing 0.1 c.c.
serum and 0.1 c.e. antigen, the result can be graphi-
cally represented, according to Citron, thus: +-+-+-+.
If inhibition of h@molysis is incomplete in the tube
containing 0.1 c.c. of serum but complete in that con-
taining 0.2 c.c., the result is expressed thus: +-+-.
These reactions are usually called strongly positive.
If the tube containing 0.1 c.c. serum is completely
hamolysed while that containing 0.2 c.c. shows com-
plete inhibition, the result is expressed thus: —+-.
Incomplete inhibition in the tube containing 0.2 c.c.
is expressed thus: +. The last two reactions are called
weakly positive. When inhibition in the tube con-
taining 0.2 c.c. is doubtful the result is expressed
thus: =+.

THE WRITER'S METHOD' OF PERFORMING THE TEST
WITH THE WASSERMANN SYSTEM.

The regular Wassermann method can be greatly
simplified by the use of aceton-insoluble tissue
lipoids as antigen. Other investigators, as well as

1 This should not be confused with the antihuman system already
described in Chapter VII.
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