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ROYAL INFIRMARY
EDINBURGH,

FEVER HOSPITAL CONNECTED WITH IT.

For the year 1821.

Tue Rovar Inrirmany or Epivsurcu has been es-
tablished above 80 years; and during that period, it
has uniformly maintained its claim to the public favour.
1ts benefits have not been confined to Edinburgh or its
neighbourhood, but have been extended to the relief of
poor persons suffering from sickness and disease, from
whatever part of the kingdom they may offer.

By means of this Institution, the poor under the pres<
sure of disease are provided with every thing that can
tend to their comfort and relief; and many lives are an-
nually saved to society through the attention and abili-
ties of the Medical Gentlemen to whom the care of the
Patients is committed. And although the cases of the
persons admitted into the Royal Infirmary and Fever
Hospital are generally attended with difficulty and dan-
ger, yet the Managers have the satisfaction to state,
that the success of the medical and surgical practice in

these Establishments continues undiminished.
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THE benefits of this Institution, into which during
the last year, 2483 Patients have been received, mrust
i a particular manner be felt by every Inhabitant of
Edinburgh ; and it has therefore a peculiar claim on
them for support. Their servants are liable to sickness
and accidents,—they may be seized with contagious
diseases, when it would be unsafe to accommodate
them in their own houses. The Royal Infirmary af-
fords the means of seeing every faithful servant, under
the pressure of pain or disease, properly cared for, and

his case treated by Medical Practitioners of abilities
and experiencs,

Besioes the gréat benefit received by the sick poor
of the country from this useful charity, the Managers
beg leave to press upon the attention of the Public the
vast importance resulting from it in the advancement of
medical knowledge. The connection whicl has been al-
ways maintained betwixt the Royal Infirmary and the
Medical School in the University of Edinburgh has
tended essentially to the advantage of both. The Stu-
dents of Medicine in the University are permitted (upon
paying a small gratuity to the House,) to attend the
ordinary Physicians and Surgeons of the Hospital, who
visit the Patients every day, examine their eases, and
preseribe in presence of the Students ; keeping regular
Journals of the progress of each disease,—of the various
prescriptions,—of the effects of the medicines,—and of
the final issue of the case. The journals are open Lo
the inspection of the Students, and they are at liberty
to make extracts from them. The Managers have also,
from an early period of the establishment, authorised
two Professors of Medicine in the University to give
Clinical Lectures on the casesof certain select Patients
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in the Infirmary entrusted to their care; and they have
likewise given the same permission to the Professor of
Clinical Surgery. Thus the plan of Medical education
in the University has been greatly improved ; and seve-
ral hundreds of Students have annually an opportunity
of seeing the principles and doctrines delivered in the
Lectures of their Professors illustrated by practice.

SEVERAL years ago, the expense of the establishment
rose to a height which its ordinary revenues were un-
able to bear. This was occasioned by the increased
price of all sorts of provisions, of fuel, wine, and medi-
cines, and the wages of necessary attendants.

In these circumstances, the Managers, several years
ago, suggested to the Public, that after the example
of various similar charities in England, the scheme of a
Subscription of small sums of money, to be annually
contribyted for that purpose, appeared to them to be
the only effectual mode of securing the permanency of
t.hls most useful Instution, and of preserving it in
that flourishin g state which it had hitherto maintained.
For while it is by no means wished, by this sugges-
tion, to set bounds to the benevolence of those who may
be inclined to aid the Royal Infirmary by legacies, or
occasional donations, the effect of an annual contri-
bution is highly beneficial to the management of such
an establishment ; which, although little felt b_',r the
Cuntrlhutnrs, insures to the Ruyal Infirmary a certain
regularity of income, and enables the Managers to
make steady, and even prospective arrangements for
extending to the utmost the benefits of the establish-
ment,
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Tue MaNacERrs beg leave to return their most grate-
ful thanks to the Contributors for their liberal support
since that period, which has enabled them to meet all
the increased expenses, without restricting the number
of Patients, or diminishing the benefits of the Institu-
tion in any instance whatever, either in the Royal In-
firmary, or Fever Hospital at Queensberry House Bar-
racks. But as many of the reasons which induced the
Managers to apply at that time still continue, they are
under the necessity of again requesting the attention of
the Public to the important Institution under their care,
and that beneficent countenance which may enable them
to carry forward its most useful designs. And the Con-
tributors may rest assured, that while the eomfort and
well being of the Patients are the ohjects of the care
and solicitude of the Managers, the funds which may be
placed under their charge will be carefully and faithfully
applied for the relief and comfort of the diseased poor.

Coxtrinurions for this purpose will be received by
Francis WiLsox, Writer to the Signet, Treasurer, and
at all the Banks and Banking houses in Edinburgh and

Leith.

Tue Contributions will be regularly called for from
the Contributors residing in Edinburgh and Leith.
And it is particularly requested, that the Annual Con-
tributors who reside at a distance, would be pleased to
signify the names of tleir agents, or other persons in
Edinburgh, to whom applications for payment of their
contributions may be made,

N. B.—Linen Rags, Old Sheets, Shirts, or Table-Cloths,
are conslantly required in the Infirmary, and mi{f at
all times be most thankfully recesved by the Malrox.
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Forward, £929 15 8 £40403 17. ¥°
Balance of deposit-account
with Sir W. Forbes
and Co. at do. 1993 11 7

2923 7 3

£43327 4 4°
Balance due to Treasurer, £1 17 5
Nett stock at 1st October
1821, f £43325 6 11°
e $43397 4 AF

——

—

There is, besides, the estate of Redhill-Pen in Ja.

maica, mortified by Dr Kerr, the rent \'.'hereuf,'payahle
in London annually, is £350.

And after having gone over with care and attention
the proceedings of the Managers for last year, and the
books of the Treasurer’s accounts for the year from
1st October 1820 to 1st October 1821, your Committee
beg to report, that the affdirs of the Corporation have
been managed with great care, attention, and prudence.
Your Committee shall not enlarge upon the benefits
which the diseased poor of the country at large, and of
this great and populous city in particular, derive from
this valuable Charity, and its dependency the Fever
Hospital at Queensberry-House Barracks; nor shall
they enter into any detail of the duties which the Ma-
nagers have to perform—duties which are unquestion-
ably attended with considerable risk to the health and
lives of these gentlemen, because these facts are well
known to the General Court, and to the public at large.

Your Committee beg, therefore, to suggest to the
General Court, 1st, That the sincere thanks of the
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