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REPORT BY DEPUTATION

OF

THE SCOTTISH BRANCH OF GENERAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL, :

ON EXAMINATION FOR DEGREES IN MEDICINE IN
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

As deputed by the Scottish Branch of the Medical Council, we visited,
on the 17th July, the examinations for the degree of M.D. at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh.

We were most courteously received by Dr. Balfour, the Dean of
the Medical Faculty, who gave us all needful information, and placed
before us every document which could make clear to us the method of
eonducting the examination, and also of judging in regard to the compet-
ency of the candidates.

During our visits several candidates underwent an oral examination on
Anatomy, Physiology, and Surgery. The examination on Anatomy was
conducted by Professor Goodsir, assisted by Dr. Robertson, Assessor; that
on Physiology by FProfessor Bennett, assisted by Dr. Seller, Assessor;
while Professor Spence, assisted by Mr. Bell, Assessor, examined on
Surgery.

. The examination on Anatomy was largely demonstrative, the candi-
date being required to show his knowledge on bones, dissections, and
wet preparations placed before him. In the course of the examination
on Physiology, the candidates were required to explain the nature of pre-
parations of minute structure placed under the microsecope. The exami-
nation on Surgery was largely illustrated by wet and dry preparations,
and morbid specimens illustrative of Surgical diseases,

The examiners sat at different tables, each candidate passing in rota-
tion from one to the other, and remaining about twenty minutes at each.
Two examiners sat at each table, one putting the questions, the, other
taking notes of the subjects over which the examination extended.

The method by which the competence of the candidates was estimated,
is explained in Schedule No. L. to this Report, and we had an opportunity
of seeing it fully tested in the course of the examination,

We were also furnished with the questions used in the written examina-
tions on these subjects, which are given in Schedule No. II.
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1 Male + 2 8. B—Must pass a satisfactory Writien Examination on the
subject marked Male before being admitted to an Oral Examination on any of
the subjects.

2 V.8 B. + 18. B.—Remitted.

1N.5 B +1V.58BE + 18 B.—Remitted.
~ All below these remitted, and the Candidate required to undergo another
Written Examination on all the subjects.

FINAL EXAMINATION.

MaTteErRIA MEeEDIcA, MipwirFEry, PracriceE oF Prysic, PATHOLOGY,
MEeDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, AND CLINICAL MEDICINE.
(Prescriptions to be judyed separately.)

6 B.—Pass with honours.
4B. + 2 8. B— Pass with credit. ;

2V.8.B. + 4 8. B—An Oral Examination. If marks continue the same
may pass with admonition:

2N.8 B. + 4 8 B—An Oral Examination on the suljects marked 8 B.
Another Written Examination on those marked N. 8. B.

1 Male + 5 8 B.—DMust pass a satisfactory Written Examination on the
subject marked Male before being admitted to an Oral Examination on any of
the subjects.

4 V.8 B + 2 8. B.—Remitted.
2N.8.B. + 2V. 8. B. + 2 8. B.—Eemitted.
2 Male + 4 8. B.—Remitted.

All below these remitted, and the Candidate required to undergo another
Written Examination on all the subjects.

In all cases, two-thirds below average rejects.

SCHEDULE No. IIL

SECOND EXAMINATION.
Tuesday, 4th July 1865.

The Answers on each subject to be writlen on a separate paper.

T'he paper to be folded according to pattern shown, and the Subject, as well
as the Name and Address of the Candidate, to be written on the out-
wirle,

The name of the Candidate to be also written on this printed paper, which
t8 to be returned along with the Exercise. Both to be putinto the hands
of one of the Eraminers before the Candidate leaves.

No Books or Notes of any kind are allowed, and no Communication among
the Candidates.

A2
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REPORT BY DEPUTATION

OF THE

BRANCH MEDICAL COUNCIL FOR SCOTLAND

APPOINTED TO VISIT THE EXAMINATION FOR DEGREES IN
MEDICINE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW.

Ox the 25th July 1865 we visited the Examination for Degrees in
Medicine at the University of Glasgow. We were courteously received
by the Professors, who furnished us with full details of the method of
conducting the examinations, both written and oral, as also with copies
of the questions used in the written examinations, which we append to
this Report. We have had the opportunity of perusing various specimens
of the written answers, some of them marked good, some marked medium,
and some marked bad, and thus we were enabled to judge of the standard
which is applied in deciding regarding them. It is not the usual custom
to remit candidates on the written answers alone, an opportunity being
almost invariably given them of going up for the oral even though the
written answers may be unsatisfactory. The experience of the examiners,
we were told, is that very rarely indeed is the result different; but if
the requisite numbers are obtained on the aggregate of the two examina-
tions, a candidate may pass, though his written answers may have been
deficient, unless the deficiency has been in regard to a practical subject.
We had the opportunity of hearing several candidates examined orally,
—the examination on Anatomy being conducted by Professor Allen Thom-
son, that on Physiology by Professor A. Buchanan, that on Materia
Medica by Professor Easton, that on Surgery by Professor Lister, that on
Medicine by Professor Gairdner, that on Midwifery by Professor Pagan,
and that on Medical Jurisprudence by Professor Rainey., The Professors
sit at separate tables, and each candidate is under examination for about
twenty minutes, The examinations on Anatomy and Histology were
demonstrative, being conducted by means of dissections, preparations,
models, ete. ; the Materia Medica and the Chemistry examinations were
illnstrated by specimens. Two assessors, viz, Dr. Fleming aund Dr.
Coates, were also present at'the examinations, visiting the various tables in
succession. We observed, however, that, during a considerable part of
each examination, there was no one present excepting the examining Pro-
fessor and the candidate. We think it would be an improvement were it

T
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which pass through it, and state the nature of its aciion and its mechanical
effect in connexion with the movements of respiration.

4. Give a short account of the structure and mechanism of the mitral
and aortic semilunar valves of the heart.

ADVANCED ANATOMY.
July 1865.

1. Describe the immediate relations of the brachial artery at the bend
of the arm to fasciae, tendons and muscles, to nerves and to veins.

2. Describe the muscles, blood-vessels, and nerves as they lie in the
space immediately within the ramus of the lower jaw, or as they would

be exposed by a dissection made after the removal of that portion of
bone.

3. Describe the origin, course, and distribution of the deep puadic
artery ; mention what part or branches of it are liable to be wounded in
the lateral operation of lithotomy ; and state by what artery the terminal
branches of the pudic are replaced when that artery is absent or deficient.

4. Give a short account of the minute structure of the following
tissues :—

E The muscular substance of the heart.

The muscular coats of the gullet.
A spinal nerve.
A ganglion of the sympathetic nerve.

CHEMISTRY.
Adpil 1865,

The Candidates are expected to answer two Questions in each Section.

s

_ L. Describe the preparation of Chlorine from Hydrochloric Acid, and
give the equation expressing the change,

2 +Gi\re a process for the preparation of Todide of Potassium, and men-
tion 1ts principal impurities.
Shﬂ.l Give the symbol for Alum, and explain its preparation from Alum
“ E!‘
1L

Sulvife the following equations, putting the proper values in the place
Mmoo and .

1. n HCI4808,=
2. FE—I D; 380;+m NI’IJ+HH.G='
3 Ag4nHOS Oy=

111.

1. What is meant by Substances being Isomorphous ?
Give two examples of Isomorphous Compounds,
2. By what reactions is Magnesia detected ?

Ur::;l::rh“t is the composition of Urea, and how is it prepared from the
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REPORT BY DEPUTATION

0OF

BRANCH MEDICAL COUNCIL FOR SCOTLAND

APPOINTED TO VISIT THE EXAMINATION FOR DEGREES IN
THE UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN.

EpiysurcH, dugust 1865.

As commissioned by the Scottish Branch of the General Council of
Medical Eduecation and Registration, we proceeded, on the 27th August
1865, to inspect the examinations for the Medical Degrees of the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen. Dr. Fleming, who was associated with us in the
work, was unavoidably prevented from attending.

The forenoon we spent, under the kind guidance of Professor Struthers,
in examining the means of teaching possessed by the University, and we
cannot speak in too high terms of the thorough and complete character
of all the arrangements for imparting instruction ; although the written
examinations were over before our arrival, the amplest opportunity was
given to us of becoming acquainted with the manner in which they are
conducted.

Each candidate lodges with the Dean of the Medical Faculty a schedule,
of which a copy is appended (No. I.)

He then receives, duly filled up, a copy of the notice (No. II.) telling
him the day and hour of the written examination. The times of the
examinations, it will be observed on referring to this notice, are so
arranged that each candidate for each professional examination hias but one
subject per day.

Before each candidabe is placed a printed copy of rules (No. I1L.)

Formerly, in Aberdeen, the candidates sat round long tables in the com-
mon hall, as is still done in the written examinations of some boards.
Now, however, the long tables have been discarded, and each candidate
aceupies o secf af a small table reserved for his exclusive use  This, we were
informed, is found in practice greatly to lighten the labour of the super-
intendent of the written examination, and also to render more difficult

those disgraceful means of obtaining assistance surreptitionsly, which we
fear are still too common in all our schools,
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and as he leaves the table the Professor who has examined him initials the
subject on which he has examined.

Although at least two examiners are present at each table, we did not
" observe that any minute was kept of the subjects on which each candidate
was examined, as is most efficiently done in the examinations in the
University of Edinburgh, and might, we think, with advantage be carried
out in the examinations of all Boards,

One feature of the examinations particularly marked at Aberdeen was
their demonstrative character. Each Professor was liberally supplied with
objects relating to his special department, which the student was required
to illustrate and explain. This method is calenlated to test a candidate
thoroughly on what he knows by real study, and not, as is too often the
case at present, on what he has been merely ecrammed with, or has crammed
Limself with, for examination purposes.

We were also struck with the facility of the students in overcoming
what may be called the mechanical part of their examination. Right or
wrong, they answered freely and readily, leaving on the mind of the
examiner no painful feeling that the candidate was entirely unaccustomerd
to such mental discipline, and that possibly on this account he might be
doing himself injustice. On inquiry as to the cause of this, we were
informed that most of the students had undergone a complete literary
course, comprising examinations at the University ; that a large propor-
tion of them had taken the degree of M.A. before entering on their medi.
cal studies, and that they had been accustomed to attend the weekly
examinations regularly, attendance on these being compulsory, except in
very special cases,

The Medical Faculty of the University of Aberdeen have bestowed
much attention on the subject of the marks given to candidates, in order
“to determine their position in the pass list. They attach great import-
ance to the system of * merits” ‘and *‘honours,” finding that it stimu-
lates students to diligent and accurate study, and affords the holders of
such honourable certificates a ready passport to situations in England or
elsewhere.

We append (No. IV.) a written explanation of this system, kindly fur-
nished to us, at the request of the Dean of the Faculty, by Professor
Brazier.

We had the opportunity, by special request, of being present at the
meeting of the Professors held at the conclusion of thé examinations for
the purpose of deciding upon the merits of the candidates. Each Pro-
fessor gave his report on his own subject, and then the deduction as to
the position of the candidates was made from a very careful considera- -
tion of the whole, a certain general minimum being required to be
attained before a candidate can pass,

In concluding this Report, it is impossible not to say how pleased we
were with the thoroughness of the whole work in this ancient University,
and how gratifying, not only to ourselves personally, but also to the
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2. Desecribe the different modifications of dilated Bronchus; and the
effects produced by this lesion on the surrounding Lung tissue.

3. Describe the pathological characters of fatty degeneration of the
Heart ; 1ts symptoms and signs; and its treatment.

4. What are the diseased conditions that give rise to perforation of the
Alimentary Canal? What are the symptons that most usually indicate the
occurrence of this lesion? What is the treatment ?

5. What are the chemical and physical characters of the Urine, (1) in
Diabetes, (2) in Bright's Disease of the Kidneys ? :

6. What do you suppose is the pathological condition of the Brain
when the patient lies in a semi-comatose state in the early stage—prior
to the appearance of the eruption—uof Scarlet Fever or Measles? How
wounld you treat it ?

7. What external parts and structures of the body are chiefly affected
in Acute Rheumatism ? What internal organs and structures are most
apt to be secondarily affected ? What mode of treatment for the Rheu-
matism affords the best protection against the secondary complications?
Prescribe the remedies, with directions for their administration, in Latin
without abbreviations or symbols : and explain their Therapeutic action.

8. What do you mean by Reflex Paraplegia ? Give examples. .

No. V.

UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN,
Auwg. 17th, 1865.
Dr. Alexander Woond,

Dear Sir,—1I have been requested by the Dean of the Medical Faculty
to forward you— 3

(L) A copy of our printed schedule for showing the days and hours of
the written examinations. (Three hours are allowed for each of the nine
subjects.)

(2.) A printed set of rules placed upon the table of every candidate,

(3.) A complete set of the printed questions at the July Examinations.

(4.) A complete set of the printed questions at the April Examinations,

(5.) A statement of the time devoted to the oral examination of each
B'uh]m:j;, viz, an average of fifteen minutes in Botany, Chemistry, and
Materia Medica, and an average of twenty minutes on the others,

(6.) A list of our marks, with their estimated values, to enable others

to compare them, according to the numerical system
Boards. They are as follows :— 4 employed by other

Excellent or Optime 0 10
Good Bene- E’—}— 9
Good Bene B 8
Gool— Bene— B 7
Passable 4+ Mediocriter4+ M- ]
Passable Medioeriter M 5
Passable— Mediocriter— M— g
Bad Peesime r 2 *""!.'
1 -

(7.) Our system of merit, and subs
I _ equently “ honours.” Upon each pro-
8 b g ! ey
Jessional examination (embracing three subjects) a eandidate receives an
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ILLUSTRATIONS.
18t Examination. 2d Exsmination. Jd Examination.

B+0B4 B4 B+ B 0B+ B—

I e
The lowest degree much credit. much credit.  much credit.
of merit for highest
N, i, e,
credit. highest credit. highest credit.
Highest honours, 000 000 000
e S s
highest credit. highest credit: highest eredit.
Honourable B4 0 0 B B B— B— B4 B
distinction, —— .
highest credit. credit. credit.

The E+ being in Practice of Medicine, the certi-
ficate would be Honours in Medicine ; if in Sur-
gery, it would be ‘‘ Honours in Surgery.”

Or " "BEO0BL ‘BB B— B 0B

- .
Honours in Medicine, much credit. credit. much credit.
B (B4 B}O0OBf B E B—
Honours in Surgery, much credit. much credit. credit.
| grEEHIH I E— T RRH A R (R
= Nt ¥ e
Honours in Medicine, credit. credit. much credit.
B+B+M BBB— B4 0B
Hlustrations of BT Tt
cases deserving the pass. credit. much eredit.
consideration of the
e 0| BRE 03 M Brons
much credit. pass. much credit.

_If there is anything not perfectly intelligible, I shall be most happy to
give you any further information.—I am, dear Sir, yours truly,

(Signed) Jas. S, BRAZIER.

P81 have thought proper to add one of the schedules which a can-
didate has to fill up when presenting himself for examination,






