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REPORT

RESPECTING THE

LUNATIC ASYLUM

OF

EDINBURGH,

FOR THE

YEAR 1818.

Presented by the Managers to the General Meet-
ing of Contributors, held on the last Monday of
January, in terms of the Royal Charter,

i —

Monday, 25th January 1819.

Sir Wrrrrasr Ferres, Bart. in the Chair.

Sixce the Edinburgh Lunatic Asylum was open-
ed for the reception of Patients in the year 1818,
there have been admitted into it seventy-four un-
fortunate individuals ; of these, thirty-two have
been dismissed, either completely recovered from
the mental affliction, to which they were subject-
ed at the time of admission, or in such a state of
re-convalescence, as to render confinement no

' longer
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{onger either necessary or proper. And the Ma-
nagers have much satisfaction in being able to
state to the Contributors, 'that continued observa-
%,gs of the effects resulting from the Asylum,
affords them incontestible evidence of the benefit
resulting from it, even on the very limited scale
upon which it must at present be conducted, from
only a small part of the mtendmg building being
completed. 1K
They have, however, often occasion to regret,
that from want of proper accommodation, they
have been obliged to refuse admission into the
Asylum, of many urgent cases, in very calamitous
circumstances. From the want of funds, they
have not been able to proceed with a part of the
building which twas begun some years ago, in the
hopes, that aid from the benevolent would have
enabled them to complete it. The completion
and furnishing of this part would require a farther
sum of five thousand pounds, in addition to what
has already been contributed. But, if that money
could be obtained, besides the reception of a
- greater number of Patients, even of some Mendi-
_ cants, many additional conveniences would in dif-
ferent ways be acquired, tending both to the com-
fort and cure, of the limited number which can be
admitted into the present buildings ;3 particularly
larger ‘reoms for exercise in bad weather.
At the commencement of the year 1818, there
were tweﬂty—&even patients in the Asylum, and
; during
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during the course of the year, seven more were
admitted. Of these thirty-four, one died in the
Asylum of a dropsical affection, four were for dif-
ferent reasons removed by their relaiinnf.’ﬁthar
situations, and seven were restored to society with
the world, in such a state of convalescence, that
confinement was no longer considered to be neces-
sary. The remaining twenty-two continued in
the Asylum at the 1st of January 1819.

The Managers think it incumbent on them to
report to the General Meeting of Contributors,
that they have had every reason to be satisfied
with the attention of the Physicians to the Asylum.
The Medical Register affords incontrovertible evi-
dence of the fidelity and humanity with which
they have attended to the health of the patients,
with a view to the removal both of their mental
and bodily diseases. The Managers are persuaded,
that in both these ways, the care and skill of the
Physicians has been attended with the best effects.

Of the conduct of Mr Hucses, the Superinten-
dant of the Asylum, they are happy to make the
same report as in former years. They have every
reason to be satisfied with his humanity and atten-
tion in the discharge of every part of his duty.
It is indeed true, that two patients, who have left
the Asylum during the course of last year, have
stated complaints against him. But after diligent
inquiry, these complaints have appeared to the
Managers to be totally groundless. Some of the
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PREFACE

IT is singular, that of the great numbar of
European Universities, so few, even to the
present period, have become celebrated for
the pursuit of medical science.

So early as the middle of the seventh cen-
tury, several Hebrew, Greek, and Latin
professors of medicine, had settled at Salernum,
in Italy ; which from their residence soom
became so celebrated, as to induce Charle-
magne to found a College there, in the Year
802 ; at that time, the only one in Europe, and
from which issued the book called ‘¢ Schola
Salernitana,” dedicated to Robert, Duke of
Normandy, eldest son of William the conque-
ror, who was residing there in A. D. 1100, to
be under the care of the Physicians of thie
celebrated seat of medical learning.

This is the most ancient regular school of
medicine in Europe.
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it possesses the highcharacter of the first medi-
cal University in the world, and which it is
prnhahle, it will hand down unimpaired, to
distant generations. The means adopted for
the attainment of this splendid reputation,
have been such, as in all human probability
could not have failed in their object, viz.

the appointment of men of the most splen-

did talents and 'great acquirements, to fill
the professorial chairs. In proof of this asser-
tion, I need only mention the names of
Cullen, Monro, Gregory, Duncan, Ruther-
ford, Home, Hope, and Hamilton.,

The University of Glasgow, for the greater
part of the last century, has cultivated medi-
cal science with great success, consequently,
many eminent Physicians have been educated
there ; and at this day, as a medical Seminary,
it ranks, at least in this Kingdom, next to
Edinburgh,

The University of Gottingen, from 1736 to
about 1753, the period during which the
immortal Haller enjoyed a professorship there,
was highly renowned as a school of medicine,
and attracted great numbers of students ; since
which time, though it may be reckoned
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PREFACE. Vil

medical erudition, and of these, only one or
two at the same period, havebeen celebrated,
which must have caused great inconvenience
and expence to the Students of medicine, as
vast numbers of them must, consequently, have
resided at great distances from the chief seats
of medical learning ; and, at present, the
University of Edinburgh may boast of hav-
ing Students within its walls, who have re-
sorted to it, from a distance of three and even
of four thousand miles.

In page 13, I have stated, that the Univer- .

sity of Edinburgh was founded in 158!, by
Robert Reid, Bishop of Orkney, who gave
the funds for erecting it ; perhaps I should

have added, that he did not carry his design

into effect himself, as the College was erected
by the Magistrates of Edinburgh, (with his
benefaction,) I believe, after his death.

In page 35, I have said, that the medical
lectures at Oxford; are very few in number, and
scarcely attended by any Students; perhaps
the lectures on Chemistry, form an exception.

In page 43, it is mentioned, that the library
of the University was founded in 1580, by
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